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LITTLE BLACK MATHIAS. 


In the year 1796 a very bittor satire 
was published anonymously in London, and 
took the town by storm. It was ealled 
"The Pursuits of Literaturs,® and excited 
as much indignation as attention;but all 
attenpts to Pind out the nane of the 
author were abortive for at least two 
yeoars,and the poem was not acknowlaigad 
for four years.On the 1st. May ,1793 ,how— 
aver George Steevens ‘hit the right nail 
on the head! by sanding to the St.Janes's 
Chronicle of that date the following 
biting lines: 

His nigar 4st. 

With learned jargon and sonooit, 
With tongue as pranpt to lie as 
The variest mountebank and sheat, 
Steps forth tha blask ---——-, 


At first the world was all astounded 
Sone Said 62 Was Blias; 

But when the riddle was expounded, 
‘Twas Little black -————-. 
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Through Learned shoals of garbled Graak 
We trace his favourite bias; 

But when the malice cones to spaak, 

Wa racognize -----——. 


What strutting Bantan,weak,but proud, | 
Bier held his head so high as MT 
This plgny idol of the srowd, 
The prancing pert --—---—--1 
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Oh ! ware this soribblar for 
Struck dumb Like 4acnarias , 
Who gould reprst the spi itefal rhymes 

Of little black ——__> 


a i] 
Bali 9 tit 


Snall was his statue who in fight 
Oo! ert thar Vy tha Great Ds arlus 3 


But suall in gonius as in hat ght 
Is little black ——-—-— 


S 


Say,could'st thou gain the butt of sack 
And Salary that Pye has 

Would it not sheer thy vi Sage black, 
Thou snvious rogues — —? 


ey next acoused dany it not 1 
think of Anan: 38° ! 

Rccabhega now he want to pot, 

As thou may'st friend 


ea 


The allusion was to Thonas Janes Math? 
Treasurer of the Housshold to Qusean 
Charlotte,and after the paises: on of 

the above “Linas he continued to dany the 
talaga of the satire. Tha fat ion ring 

upon the sane subjest has bean abtiri- 

but a to Grattan: 

se wall ,Pursuits of Literaturs ! 

ad oe and what is tha PpuUrsuar 7 
A Jasuit cursing Popaer Y% 

A railer prea: shing charity; i 
A raptile snaneless and unikno: mA, 
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Sprung fron tha sline of Warburt on; 

Whos mingled 14 arning ,prida, and blun- 
dering 

Make wise man stare,and set fools won- | 
daring. 
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THE PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


A SATIRICAL POEM 


IN FOUR DIALOGUES, 


WITH NOTES. 
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Athenagore Atheniensis Legatio Imperatoribus Antonino 
et Commodo,—ad fin. Op. Justin, Martyr. Ed, Paris 


1636. pag. 39. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR T. BECKET, PALL MALLo 
4799s 


ae 
Dm & 
1) ee 
i} & 
Hie 
6S. 
1) fed 
‘§ 
|), eg 
ye 
8 
bei. 
: 
3 
) © 
; © 
;@ 
‘] 
J 
8 
e 
/ & 
| © 
| 2 
8 
| 6 
a 
| 8 
i; & 
| 8 
| 2 
7] 
4 
2 
& 
& 
i @ 
© 
} & 
} © 
| @ 
: 
& 
© 
© 
ae 
ae 
e | 
8 | 
8} 
e } 
@ | 
§ 
@? 
. & 
e\ 
-$ 
e 
:@ 
& 
8 
s 
@ 
Ss; 
: 
& 
° 
e 
e 
&} 
oe 
} 
@} 
- 
td 


eg 
~es 


2 
5 


J 


~- 


one ye — 


va ee eee 


$ 
& 
S 
3 
8 
8 
a 
8 
° 
& 
@ 
fs) 
8 
e 
& 
e 
@ 
e 
& 
e 
@ 
& 
g 
@ 
gS 
® 
a 
2] 
> 
> 
& 
3 
& 
e 
& 
@ 
S 
@ 
8 
fe] 
S 
@ 


DOHOODHDOOPEHDHHHOOHDD OOO: 


29B9O9SESSQV9OO 


Moo 


\ 


10e 


Aedes SEY) hs -— 


e. 


MRAAAORCOSSRGHS OS OF GOSIGSSSDOGHOASSSSSSIHSFEPSSISPI GOS SHH SHIT FOBS DS SOSSP SSH FST SOSSOTOSHESTOFIOSSKOLSST POVIN * SBODR AOI PASS SISSHS’ 2 


iin ncn atl aS eB i I al es gy nce ae Oma aia Se nin te wall eli ph a Sia, Sar a lt 
Sie Sere ee — : 


Tue Poem on the Pursuits of Literature being 
out of print, I have revised it with great care. 
I have indeed incurred some censure from the 
very attention which I have repeatedly given 
to it. Yet I am still of opinion that no man 
of candour and reflection could wish to see any 


mustakes continued without correction, or the 


without improvements and additions to the poetry 


“a | 
ana 


notes, as circumstances arose to prompt, or 
to require them, This is all which I have done 
from time to time. Though words are irrevocable, 
yet the last corrections of any author should be 
considered as the sense which he wishes to EXPTEss, 
or to enforce. Impertinence and falshood I have 
at all times despised and neglected. It will be 
seen 


* This Advertisement was first prefixed to the Sevenrh 
Edition of the P. of L. published in April 1798. Some few 
sentences have been inserted sigce that time. 
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Leh i 
seen however, that, by omissions and alterations, 
I have expressed a liberal concern for my wnin- 
tentional mistakes, with the spiritand breeding of 


a gentleman. 


Thave endeavoured to look far into the service of 
thetime,and have been discipled of some of the best, 
the noblest, and the wisest men, wliom ancient or 


modern ages have produced ; and till age steals on, 


raemrah Pym) fi meet tee pm 


and wears me out of action, I will, if occasionshould 
offer, yet standforth in the same common cause. I 
have myself said in the Introductory Letter to 
this Poem all which, I thought, could be 


required for my justification; but a friend to 


CS a eS i ee 


the work has, since that time, (a) vindicated 


7 


my labours from gross calumny, with minuter 


a tee aman 


diligence and with the zeal of affection. 


T have indeed contempt for nonsense and 
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phistry ; I have sharpness against innovation, 


revolution, democracy, and all the variety of 
Daicaies and of horror. I have a pride, or 
rather, 1 feel a gratitude for the name and rights 


lad 


of 


seteieilndne re, eS ee 
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fey ee) The Le Epistle prefixed to the 
Translation of the Passages cited in the Notes, &c. &c. 
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[oyna 3 
of an Englishman, and I have been awakened to 
join in the endeavour to preserve them. My appeal 
is to the publick (2) in behalf of the interests of 
my country. Thecharge of malignityor ill-nature 
against the person or character of any individual, 
Tutterly disclaim and solemnly deny, because 
it is not true, But 7/my writings should descend 
to other times, I will with respect to tat charge, 
and to the sincerity of my zutentions, confidently 
address myself to them in the language of poetry 
and of truth ; 

Sancta ad vos Anima, atque istius inscta culpa, 

Descendam, doctorum haud unquam oblitus avorum. 

I may observe also, that additions made toa 
history, or to any professed work of science, may 
(if it be thought worth the trouble) be printed 
separately. But in a composition of this nature, 
a moment’s consideration will suggest to any 


man, that it is impracticable. 


The following, or similar, words are recorded 
to have been once delivered in Parliament, a few 


y cals 


(>) See Preface to the First Dialogue. 


do VIGAVED 20000900099990090909000080000008290000800508898009009036200955000980000282080590008 29908895025 2BR8020 20066500080 108 


x 
5 


2 


~~ 


er its Ss iat 


{ 
4 
a 


remake me) gee ee ee pm a 


a ee ei See en 


mognge ons 


DHGSOTGOVOOOOOHD HVOBENHaDSTESSeeHOETSSOOOVONGOSESEDOOSH DHHL06S 0O0G CHOU: 


SE anesceveme eis eorace Seieseriaaremearmsemaicaeeeer RAP arni-an sarnee or scornedreraianaleseninmanetien 


GOSGOOCH9OHDHHHHOHOSOOOOODDOODHODSOOe 


 bueeseeaeee 


(Ns, 
we? 


ru 


{ iv ] 


years betore the Rebellion in 1745. Ishallapply 
the spirit of them to the enemies of the frinciples 


of this work, but not to the enemies of the work 
itself. The words are these. ‘* The heat which 
‘* has offended them 1s the ardour of conviction, 
‘‘ and that zeal for the service of my country, 
‘¢ whieh neither hope nor fear shall influence me 
‘« to suppress. I will not sit unconcerned when 
‘¢ (PUBLICK ) LIBERTY is threatened or invaded, 


‘* nor look in silence upon (dutended) PuBuicn 


‘: Rogeery. I will exert my endeavours, at 
** whatever hazard, to drag the ageressors to jus- 
tice, whoever may frotect them, AND WHOEVER 
MAY (ULTIMATELY) PARTAKE OF THE 


“ (NATIONAL) PLUNDER!” 


it is remarkable: the Speaker was WiLL1AM 


Pitt; the Reporter Samuet Jonnson.+ 


See Dr. Johnson’s Parlimentary Debates in 1741, 


Vol. 1. p..307. 
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PO LHR READER: 


] RECOMMEND the following anecdote to 
fagacious perfons, who know all authors (and meamong the 
reft) by their ftyle, or by any other certain, or enfallible 
fign. The anecdote is known to thofe who are accurately 
versed in literary history. Julius Scaliger wrote and 
publifhed an oration, without his name, again{t the 
celebrated tra& by Erafmus,called Cicefonianus. <rafmus, 
having perufed it, immediately, (and upon conviion as 
he thought), fixed upon Hieronimus Aleander, who was 
afterwards made an Archbifhop by Leo X. and a Cardi- 
nal by Pope Paul the Third, as the author of the whole; 
or of the greateft part of at, by figns which he conceived 
to be certain and infallible. These signs were strong 
indeed. His phrafeology, his manner of {peaking, his 
peculiar diction, his habits of life, and even the very 
intercourfe which Erafmus had daily with him. Nay, his 


pe 


yd 
genius and difpofition were fo. evident, that Aleander 
a could 


a ee 
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race 


2 | 
could not be more intimately known to himfelf, than he 
was to Erafmus. YET ERASMUS WAS MISTAKEN 
ENTIRELY. ‘His judgment and sagacity will not be 
queftioned. But hear his own words, for on fuch an 
occasion, asthe present, they are particularly remarkable. 
‘* Ex phrasi, ex ore, ex locutione, aliisque compluribus, 
‘* mihi persuasi HOC OPU S, maxima saltem ex parte, esse 
‘ Hieronimi Alexandri. Nam mihi Genius illius ex 


‘¢ domestico convictu adeo cognitus perspectusque est, ut 
oO 9 


‘* ipse sibi non possit esse notior!!(a)”’ 


I recommend this anecdote to the consideration of 


mph eee nels nmaseterticee ere 
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thofe aii who, from random conjecture, without any 
knowledge, or any proof whatsoever, continue ta afcribe 
the following work to men, who are all equally guiltlefs 
of my labours, and all equally ignorant of my intentions. 
But I believe, no gentleman to whom it either has been, 
or may hereafter be, liberally or illiberally attributed, 
will so far forget his character, as to appropriate my com- 
position to himfelf. ‘‘ The Town’s enquiring yet;” and. 
willenquire, as I think, for a longtime. 


careers re erent rerag onereres cee Se ee a 


I am of opinion, that if the Poem is read once without 
reference to the notes, the plan, connection, and man- 
ner of it will be perceived. I may add, that, The Firft 
Dialogue was first publifhed in May 1794, the Second 
. and Third in June 1796, and the Fourth in July 1797. 


(2) Erasmi Epist, 370. c.1755. Op. Fol. Ed. Opt. Lugd. 
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INTRODUCTORY LETTER(a) 


To 


ee ALR TE LY. | 


On the general Subject of the following Poem on the 
Pursuits of Literature. 


Nel cerchio accolto, 
Mormoro potentissime parole ; 
Giro tre volte all’ Oriente il volto, 
Tre volte ai regni ove dechina il Sole; 
** Onde tanto indugiar? FORSE ATTENDETE 
‘6 VocI ANCOR PIU POTENTI, OPIUSECRETE? 
Tasso G. L, Cant. 19. 


DEAR Sir, 


As the publick have thought proper to pay fome atten- 

tion to the following Poem on the Purfuits of Literature, 

the parts of which I have presented to their consideration, 

and for their use, at various intervals; I have now cole 

lected the whole into one volume, after fuch a revision | 
AP 2 and | 


(a) This Letter was jirst prefixed to the Fifth Edition of the 
P. of L. collected for the first time into one volume in De- 


cember 1797; and published in January 1798. 
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[44 
and correction as appeared to be necessary. It gives me 
pleasure to address this introduction to you. As a mark ot 
my friendfhip, I truft it is decifive. I always thought with 
Junius, that. a printed. paper. receives very little consi- 
deration from the most respectable signature; but I 
would not be understood to insinuate, with that great and 


confummate writer, that my name would carry any weight 


with it. I muft own howevens that I smile at the various 


uthors to whom my work has been ascribed. Doctors, Dra- 


matick Writers, Royal Tieatane Divines; pais Law- 
rs, Greek Professors, School-mafters, Bath guides, and 
Phyficians, have all been named with confidence. Some- 


times the whole is written by one man, at others, ten or 


Rerngrenen et ele ees ceterti ent ene 


1 A TW © 
perhaps twenty are concerned in it. 


Criticisms and dissenting conjectures on the fubject are 
alike the obje€t of my ineflable contempt. More sagacity 
ft be exerted thanthe Ardelios of the day. are matters 
of, who are so kind as to think of me, who mof certainly 
never think of them. “It is however my refolution, that 
not one of thefe idle conjectures shall ever be extended to 
wows Quid de me alii loquantur, IPSI VIDEANT; sed 
<* loquenturtamen.’/) It isa voice; nothing more. Pru- 
dence indeed suggests a caution which I unwillingly adopt, 
and restrains the eagerness I feel for the display of your 
virtues and of your talents. But those virtues muft at 


4 


present be left to the testimony of your own conscience ; 
and your talents within those limits of exertion, in which 
an undiscerning spirit has too long suffered them to be 


confined. The bird of day however always looks tothe fun. 


— 


In regard to writing in general, the publick expect 
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neither thanks, nor gratitude from an author for their fa- 
vourable 


(2) Cic, Somn, Scip. Sect. 7. 
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as 
vourable reception of his work. If it is unworth ay of.theu 
notice, it is left to perifh with the poetry of. Knight or the 
Bess of Lauderdale. ‘1 cannot indeed affect to believe, 

‘that nature has wholly disqualified me for all literary 
** pursuits.” (¢)- Yet I would not trouble. the publick, or 
myself, with this new edition of my Poem, if I did not 
think it agreeable to their wishes. I am satisfied with the 
attention which has been given to it.- And when I have 
commandeda silence within my own breaft, I think a still 
small voice may whisper those gratulations, from which an 
honest man may best derive comfort from ne afl, and 
motives for future aétion. 


The wayward nature of the time, and the paramount 
neceffity of se curing to this kingdom her political and reli- 
gious mead and the rights of focie ty, have urged and 
{timulated me, as you well know, to offer ¢his endeavour 

e them, by asolemn, laborious, and disinterested 

my countrymen. It is designed to conduct them 
se the labyrinths of literature; to convince them 
of the manner in which the understanding and affeGions 
are either bewildered, darkened, enerv ted or degraded ; 
and to point out the fata | paths lien WOL 


either to final deflruction, or to Seen misery. 


I am not yet so old as to say, with the defpcnding 
bard, ** Vite ae avidus, quisquis non vult, MUNDO SECUM 
PEREUNTE, mori.” Yet I see, with sorrow and fear, the 


pales! constitutions of Lurope falling around us, or 
n 


crumbling into duft, under the tyrannical Bertin of 


France. She commenced with an imperious injunction 
A 3 to 
(c) The words of Mr. Gibbon. Posthumous Works, ato. vol. Ie 
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to the surrounding nations not to interpose in her 
domestick government, whileat the very fame moment, she 
herself was interfering and disturbing them all. She has 
indeed terminated in the change or overthrow of each of 
them, but of this kingdom. 


Frenchmen were always brutal, when unréstrained. 
With their own domestick misery and wickedness they 
never were satisfied. Inthese latter days they have been 
heighing after the constitution of their neighbours, in their 
They first deflower the purity of the 


struggling or half-consenting victims, and then with their 


lawless lusthihood. 
rufhan daggers they ftifle at once the voice, and the remem- 

the pollution. Such are their abominations: 
such are their orgies of blood and luff. And when their 
cruelty is at last wearied out and exhausted, and demands 


a pause, they call it clemency. 


FRANCE had been long looking for that, which her 
philosophers had taught her to term, THE PARALLELISM 
OF THE sworn; and she has found it. That sword 
hasindeed swept down not only every royal crest, but 
every head which raised itself above the plain of their 
equality. Such is their quaint and ferocious language. 
And now, when Englishmen are to be warned against 
the introduction of thé horrid system, no appeal is to be 
made to the common feelings and passions of our nature, 
(this, it séems, is declamation ;) no scenes of terror, and 
cruelty, and desolation are to be Jaid before them, but dry 
reasoning and inathematical calculations of the quantum of 
misery, plunder, and blood, necessary for thé production, 
and establishment in England, of this blessed revolutionary 


government. 
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We will not however be insulied and fooled out of 
6ur existence, or of our understanding. ‘‘ Our sentence 
is for open war,” till we canbe safe. England is stiil pre- 
pared, and alert, and vigorous, and opulent, and generous, 
and bold, and undismayed. She has not cast away 
her confidence. Among the bands and associated energies 
of England I also, in my degree and very limited capa- 
city, will struggle for the principle of her life. JI feel, 
in common with the wise and reflecting, that the consti- 
tution of Great Britain, even with it’s real or apparent 
defects, is worthy of continuance, and I hope of perpe- 
tuity. Our ancestors in 1688 once adopted the words of 
the aged Patriarch, ‘* We have blessed it, yea, and it shall 
** be blessed.”’ In this one response, I truft we shall all be 
orthodox; and with one heart and voice condemn all the 
heresies of Gallick policy, in the words of the Alexandrian 


Liturgy of old; Tay CLPETIOIY MATHAUTOY TH Povaywara(d) 


Government and Literature are now more than ever 
intimately connected. The history of the last thirty years 
proves it beyond a controversy. Still it is difficult to rouse 
the attention of men, and to persuade them of the fact. 
But I have attempted it. I thought it just and right to set 
before them excellence opposed to excellence,(e) as well as 
error contrasted to error. In the present change of man- 
ners, opinions, government, and learning, you may re- 
member I gave it as my opinion, in- which, after some 
reflection, you concurred, that a variation is now required 
in the mode of conducting satirical writing. I mean, by 

A 4 calling 
(27) Liturgia Sancti Gregorii Alexandrina. Liturg. Oriental. 
Collect. Vol. 1. p. 107. Edit. Paris. 1716, 


(e) Avyabss ayaxdors ovreseracesy, Dion. Halicarn. ad Cne. 
Pompeium de Platone Epist, p, 757. Sect. 1, Vol. G. Ed. 
Reifke. 1777. Z 
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calling in the reciprocal assistance of poetry and prose in the 
same work, for the great end; if it is designed for general 
perusal, and an dctendel aprenden! I think this work 
1s the first attempt of the kind, in the sense which I propose. 
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IT know not whether Iam mistaken, but as it appears 


to me, the power of legitimate Satire thus extended, and 


strengthened with the rampart of prose, and fully under- 
stood, isthe best,if not the only literary support left. I 


am sure it cannat be construed into an hired service. It 


ee 


has a in it of professional labour: and as to inte- 


rested views of personal at or promotion, how can they 


be consistent withit? It is as true in our time, as in that 


ei Dryden, (I will give you his own words,) that ‘the 
‘common libellers of the day, are as free from the impu- 


** tation of wit, as of morality.”’ Satire has another tone 
and another character. All publick men, however dis- 


tinguished, must in their turns submit to it, 1fnecessary to. 


rr! 


the welfare of the state. ‘The altar and the throne, the 


angen 


minister and the statesman 
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may feel and own its influ. 


ence. I would express myself with diffidence of any 
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Satirist ; yet of the office itself, and of its higher functions, 
I would speak as becomes it’s dignity and the excel llency of 


it’sancient character. Magnificabo apostolatum meum. 
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In my opinion, the office of a Satirist is by no means 


en ee 
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Peearont or desirable, but in times like the present it is 
peculiarly necessary. It isindged difficult to exercise the 
talent, without an appearance of severity in the character 


and disposition. Even playfulness and humour are called 
BY. 


(f) Adapted from the Anthologia. p- 393. Ed. Brodzi, Fol, 
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by other appellations. Learning is astentation, censure is 
malignity, and a aliah is abuse. ‘There remains a i 
more formidable objection. On a first and partial view, 
it might deter any man from engaging in Satire; at least 
any man who feels himself (and who does not feel himself, 
if he examines his own heart?) unworthy and wretched 
before THE unerring judgment. It is said to be incompa- 
tible, if not with the profession, yet certainly with the 
practice, of Christianity. Iam sure, if that is true, the Hl 
praise of wit, or learning, or talents, is nothing worth. If 
private malignity is the motive, it is essentially contrary to 
the precepts and practice of that religion. It cannot be 


defended fora moment. But if Satire is an instrument, | 


and a powerful instrument, to maintain and enforce pub- 
lick order, morality, religion, literature, and good man- 
ners, in those cases, in which the pulpit and the courts of 
jaw can seldom interfere, and rarely with effect; the 
community may authorize and approve it. The authori: 
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instruments of lawful war are lawful. 


Satire never can have effect, without ‘a personal 


application. It must come home to the bosoms, and ctten 


to the offences of particular men. It never has it’s full force, 
ifthe author of it is known or stands forth; for the un- 
worthiness. of any man lessens the strength of his objec- 
tions. ‘This isa full answer to those who require the name 
of a satirical poet. What I have written, is delivered to 
the publick in se spirit. If I had any private end or 
ae in any part of it, I would have burned the work 

ith indignation before it should have appeared. I make i 
no idle appeal to you, or to any man, for the truth of my | 
assertion ; it 1s enough for me to feel that I speak truth in | 
the sincerity of my heart. IFfI am believed, I aim believed. | 
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But I may afk with confidence; Is there, in this work 
on the Pursuits of Literature, any sentence or any senti- 
ment, by which the mind may be depraved, degraded, or 
, corrupted? Is there a principle of classical criticism in 
any part of it, which is not just and defensible by the 
Sreatest masters of ancient and legitimate composition ? 
Is there any y passage which pandars to the vitiated taste, 
or tothe he affections and passions of bad men? 
On the contrary; Are not the heart and understanding 
fortified unto virtue, and exalted into independence ? Is 
there any idle, depreciating declamation against the real 
and solid advantages of birth, fortune, learning, wit, ta- 
fents, and high station? Is there any doctrine, which a 
teacher of morality, 1 mean Christian morality 
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might re- 
fuse to sanction?, A moralist and a divine have not the 
same ofhce with the satirist: personality is foreign to 
them. But it is not sufficiently attended to, or believed, 
that when the understanding is enervated, when it. once 


/ 


loses, what one of the Fathers (g) calls emphatically, the 


rm 
oO 


TNS Ppovnoews cuvvey xa Ter uxvwevov, when that solid, tena- 


cious power of the mind is dissolved, it is then open to 

all manner of deception, and to the impreffions of sophistry 

in literature, government, philosophy, and religion, On 

this account, many works and many actions must be con- 

sidered, wholly unwort y of reprehension, or notice in any 
other point of view. 
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Tenorant men will cry out, it is a vexatious suit, when 
it is a just prosecution at the tribunal of publick opinion. 
They who would consider my reprehensions of Authors 


and 
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(g) Basil, Archiepisc,Casaree, Op, vol.2, p.698, Ed. Par,1618 
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and of the tendency’ of their writings, as libels, or as 
libellous matter, are as ignorant of common law, as they 
are forgetful of common sense, or common integrity and 
candour. With such men, every piece of criticism isa 
species of libel. If they are inclined to zndict any part of 
my work as /zbellous, it will be incumbent on them to con- 
tradict the great sage of the law,(2)who declares, that ‘Jn a 
© CRIMINAL PROSECUTION, the tendency which all lrbels 
‘* have to create animosities and disturb the publick peace, 
“1s THE WHOLE whitch thelaw considers. I am content 
to be at issue with them on this point. If any part of my 
work is ** blasphemous, immoral, treasonable, schismatical, 
seditious, or scandalous,” Jet it be produced publickly, and 
publickly punifhed. But I maintain that, under these re- 
strictions, | have an undoubted right to lay my sentiments 


9 
i 


before the world, on publick bocks, in any manner I think 
proper. If I am dented this right, there is an end to the 
freedom of the press, and of the rational and guarded li- 
berty of England. ‘If the matter of my book is criminal, 
let it be shewn. I appeal to the Courts and the Sages of 
the Law. But I will not be intimidated by the war- whoop 
of Jacobins and democratick writers, or by the feeble shrieks 
of witlings and poetasters. While I have power, I will 
plead in behalf of learning, and in the cause of my country. 
Inthis work, [have not violated the precepts of Christianity, 
or the law of the land; and till I have done both or 
either, it is not in the power of any man to degrade my 
charafter and reputation with my country. If I have 
drawn any supposed characters, without a name or desig- 
nation, I have done no more than Theophrastus or La- 

Bruyere. 


(2) Blackstone Comment, B. 4. Ch. 11. 
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Bruyere. » I shall not condescend to a discussion of stich @ 
subject. 


| Many passages, and perhaps trifling or sportive allu- 


sions in this work, to persons and events, are best defended 


by the general apology of Horace, ‘‘ Ego si ris¢ quod in- 


4 


eptus Paftillos Rufllus olet, lividus et mordax videar?”’ J 


ad 


shall offer no other apology. I would not descend to such 


minutiz, 1f they. were not connected with my general de- 


sign, Yet Sporus and Lord Fanny must be noticed, as well 


as. Bufo and Atticus. Perhaps such passages and allusions 
as these meet with the least indulgence. The works of 


Pope abound in them. To contemporaries they are pleas- 
ing and interesting ; and to posterity they are often curious. 
But though I stoop to such trifles rather unwillingly, yet 
I feel they are often necessary to the full effect and com- 


pletion of Satire. A Gentleman 


Usher 1s not the principal 


foure in the etiquette of a Court, but he must stand in his 


place. 
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As to any supposed arrogance or presumption; a writer, 
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especially a poet, will be sometimes warmed with the 


and importance of his subject, and may express 


% 


ro 


V 
himself in terms rather strong. The “‘ sume superbiam” of a 


} 
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poet is seldom severely examined. It is an extravaganza 
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at most, and underftood as such. 
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Much has been observed as to. the defect of plan in my 
Poem. Iwill say a few words. Iwish not to vindicate, 


but to explain myself. The obiect of the whole, is a View 


of Literature. The Poem itself is, ‘*‘ A Conversation on 


ee 


** the various subjects of pea es In a very extended 


© sense, as it affects publick order, regulated goyernment 
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** and polished society.” Nothing is introduced which 1s 
not, directly or indirectly, to that main’purpose. It does 
not appear in the form of an Epistle, a mock-epick,. or a 
didactick poem; but as a conversation in which subjects 
are discussed as they arise naturally and easily ; and the notes 
illustrate and enforce the general and particular doctrines. 
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There is as much method and connection, as is consistent 


with what I state to be my plan, or defign 


n, 1£ you like that 
word better. There is unity in the design. Conversation has 

s laws, but they are Soa not severe restraints. Con- 
suls indeed do not now meet Consuls in Tusculum; and, if 
I am rightly informed, im symposiacks at Wimbledon and 
Holwood have not too much severity of method, or equa- 


lity in the glasses 


7 


Perhaps “‘ it would be a belying of the 


‘Sage, to put so much 


L@) i 


good sense together in any one 
‘* conversation, as to make it hold out steadily, and with 
‘* plain coherence, for an hour’s time (z).”’ I never desired 
to exhaust any subject, but to leave matter for the reader’s 
own suggestion. I may add, that it would be difficult to 

ialyze one of the most finished Satires in our language, 
‘ mean Pope’s Two Dialogues, or, as they are strangely 
alled, the Epilogue to the Satires. 


I am represented as having threatened any person who 
makes enquiry after me or my name. It was not my 
intention to do so. I said, ‘** it will be more than foolish 


to be very inquisitive.’ I say so still; for when the ave- 
nue to any knowledge is strongly and effectually closed, 
who would labour after-it fruitlessly ? To waste our time to 


no 


i) Shaftefbury’s Moralists, Sect. I, 
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[ 314 | 
no manner of use, is not surely one of the discriminating 
marks of wisdom. I maintain it boldly; no man has a 


right to demand either my name or my situation. It has 


been observed on such occasions, that ‘* some might fight, 


** but others would assassinate.’ For I believe I have no 


real enemies, but the lovers of confusion and the troublers 


of states. I will acknowledge it, 1 come armed into their 


confines, and I come in the darkness of the night. But if 
ed or called up 
a le 


a Wit 


uIr 


were req on to choose my companion, 


I 
OU know I ain prepare th the answer of Diomede. 
) ie 


Ei wev on Eragoy ye xerevers UW auroy edeo bat, 
Tlws av evar? OATZHOS eyw OEIOIO rabany; 
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Ey ravrecot movoioi( hk). 


[AEv TpoDowy xoaoin nat Gumoe arynye 
[Ac i Ye ve bf} KA ULA 5 uy IVWQ 


If I am forced indeed to descend into the lower regions of 
sorrow and confusion, among the perturbed spirits of anar- 
chy and democracy, I shall hope for the safe conduct of the 
Sibyll. 


France and Tartarus. 


She might produce the branch to the ferryman of 
I would wish her to exhibit this 
Poem, as the *‘ Donum fatalis virgz, longo post tempore 


«¢ visum.,’’ 


My book is open to all the accumulated severity of publick 
criticism, and publick reprehension. I shrink from neither 
of them. When I am wrong, (I have never been so inten. 
tionally) Iwill correct myself, and I have done so frequently. 
In a field so extensive candour, I think, will allow, that my 
mistakes have not been very numerous. 


As to my poetry or versification, it was not written as a 
vehicle for the notes, but the notes were composed to ac- 
company 


(4) II. 10. v. 242, 
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company the text. I offer the poetry to thofe who are 
converfant with the flrength, simplicity, and dignity of 
Dryden and Pope, and them alone. I fubmit both my 
Poems, “ The Purfuits of Literature, and The Imperial 
Epiftle,” in this spirit and with this confidence to the pub- 


lick. There are men, (and women too) who understand. 
But as to the lovers of exotick poetry, I refer them to the 
Botanick Garden of Dr. Darwin. My plants and flowers 
are produced and cherished by the natural invigorating 
influence of the common sun; I have not raised them 
by artificial heat. 


If the root of a tree is sound and vigorous, you streng- 
then the shoots by repressing their luxuriance. I approve 
and would uphold our sacred and civil establishment. I 
would therefore mark the aberrations and misconduct even 
of men of talents and virtue, who compose it. I would 
shew, that 1 am strictly impartial. I can censure, with 
discrimination, even where I generally approve, and consi- 
der nothing but the interest of the state upon the whole. 
It is to misunderstand or to misrepresent me, when it is as- 
serted that I attack alike friends and foes. L attack no man 
in his endtvtdual capacity. I have nothing to do with the 
vanity or injudicious conduct of friends, but as they affect 
the community; and I can have no personal malignity 
against those of whom I am personally ignorant. But they 
shall neither disturb nor overthrow the state of England, 
civil or religious, if any observations of mine-can avail. 
They may wish to know me; but they may depend upon it, 
{ will never give a proof of my spirit at the expence of 
my understanding, | 


I would 
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I would not have you, or any man, think, that I enter into 


a defence of my work, as if I thought it required one. 
No. Ihave vindicated the authority of our national govern- 
ment and constitution,in a day of turbulence and terror ; I 


have defended the purity and dignity of religion,and of our sa- 


cred establishment ; I have pleaded the cause of sound litera- 
ture andtrue philosophy; Ihave recalled the pu iblick attention 


to poetry without conceit, and to criticism without affecta- 


tion; I have endeavoured to secure to women their honour, 


. 3 


social rank, and -happiness, by an attempt to turn the 


J 


oly and hearts of the inhabitants of this island from 
works of obscenity and indecency, from the morals and man- 
nersofatheists and democratick spoilers,to the wisdom ofthe 
just; and I have boldly invaded the strong holds of impiety 
and anarchy, plebeian or tribunitian. I have done all this; 


as Veena vs 
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and I have offended BD I have brushed away the insects 
of literature, whether fluttering or creeping; I have shaken 
the little stems of many aplant, and the flowerets have fallen. 
Ihave almost degraded myself by an attention to minute 
objects in the service of the publick: and Iam called upon 


to defend myself. No. My countenance is unaltered; my 
perseverance is unbroken; the spirit and tenour of my 
speccn 1s nak the same. My words are firm. Semel caufam 


tenner ESTs Age 


dix, (vel tterum dicturus), quo semper agere omnia solitus 


sum, ACCUSATORIO sigh 


et ——_-_.——~ 
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want Observers. I 
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As to political matters we s shall neve 
hate deserters of their duty, (m) on any princ iple dle whatever. 
But I suppose some Statesmen think, that there is a laudable 
obliquity and a seasonable fear. For my own part I shall 

Voditon not 


6 SS eee 


(1) Liv. lib. 2 sect. Gr. (m) HH. of C. Nov. 1797. 
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not, on this oceafion, invade the retreat of St. Ann’s Hill, 


or violate the purity of Drury Lane. If such Statesmen are 
resolved to free at once both the Senate and the Throne, the 
‘“‘Sevi Spiracula Ditis” are open to them; they may 
descend in safety, and difburthen the land. I do not believe 
that the possession of absolute power is in the reach of Mr. 
Pitt, or of any man. But the continuance of sucha minister 
in office will be approved, as I think, while the security, 
and independence, and dignity of the crown, of the parlia- 
ment, and of the people of Great Britain, are maintained 
against the tyrannical pretensions of ‘pirates, buccaneers, 
and plunderers. 


I would say to Mr. Pitt, as Cicero did to Torquatus, 
** Tibi nullum periculum esse Bateeiciey quod quidem 
** sejunctum sit ab omnium interitu.’ ”(n) That minister has 
not looked submissively, at any period of his long admini-~ 
Stration, for personal protection in any quarter. There 
is a hardihood about the man, which I love. On the 
broad general question of the time, the publick esteem 
has been commensurate with the royal approbation. In 
this, the policy of the closet, of the senate, and of the 
people seems to have been one. I am sure, I hope, that 
wherever Mr. Pitt, or any minister, proceeds, he will al- 
ways find a board of controll; nor wouid I by any means 
disapprove the advice of an honest Mandarin. But the 
stairs of the palace have now but one flight; the gate is in 
front, and the ascent direct. The noble Marquis, who 
ig now no more in office, may brood safely over beads 
and relicks. There is some propriety in this amusement. 
It is pleasing to preserve the memorial of departed dignity. 
B In 


{n) Cic, Ep, ad Fam, Lib. 6, Ep. Rs 
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In my opinion, the Meor’s head might have adorned our 


coin with the royal Gallick lillies, though the Sovereignty 


of France and of Corsica is passed. 


1 can stand aloot from the scene itself, but I am. no 
stranger to the moving principle. I,was not formed to 
wait in the anti-chamber of a Duke of Lerma, or a Don 
Calderone. A little experience is sufficient for the. ob- 
serving. It.is either my advantage, or my misfortune, not 
to have adopted any profession. I never could decide that 


point. But, as you well, know, I framed an early and an 


undaunted resolution, (perhaps not wholly justifiable, but 
certainly not degrading to the character) that I never would 
do perfonal suit:and service, for convenience or emolu- 
ment, to any man however high, ina subordinate station. 
I framed that resolution ; I adhered to it. Privacy is my 
lot. Beit so: it is the soil in which learning and reflec- 
tion strike deepest... In these days, it. is my desire that 
obscurity should gather round me. Now and then indeed the 
thoughts of times, which are no more, will bring with them 
a casual, momentary, doubtful glimpse of what might have 
and often with the poet of Valclusa by the fountain 


ne ye 
peen 9 


ef a } 4 ye e or ° © 
of Sorga, I have regretted some periods of inactivity, not 
of sloth, which have passed, 


enza levarmi a volo, avend’zo l’ale, 


oe kee: 


Per dar forse di me non bassi esempt (0). 


¥ 2 ra rate ho oe. 1° 4. T 7 " f - 1 if a 
But if the laurel, which I have zow planted, should thicker: 


round the temple of my retirement, the pillars will support 


9 TAY ra = ee 3 2 . | 3 ies . 
it. “Fhe materials are solid, and the ground is firm. 


fo) Petrarch, P. 2. Son. 86. 
; i haye- 
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I have indeed a few memoirs by me, written in other 
days and with other hopes; and if I could polish the style, 


and reduce them alittle into form, I am convinced they 
would not be uninteresting. ‘* Le Roi et ses. Ministres 
peutctre se fairoient lire ces Memoires, qui assurément né 
sont pas ceux, d’un ignorant.” But let this pass for the 
prefent. I am for prafticable politicks. ..I would not be 
driven into measures from which there is no retreat. I 
smile when I am told of love and hate in politicians and 
minifters. These are passions which they never felt. 
Circumstances alone unite: and separate them. I ‘should 
wish to act with thofe statesmen who, as far as is consistent 
with the dignity and fafety of the country, by a. timely 
concession and a rational departure from too rigid prin 
ciples, would prevent thofe calamities which result from 
authority without power,and expence without supplies. But 
my hour for treating these subjects, in the manner I pro- 
pose, 1s not yet come. I muft turn to other thoughts for 
a season. 


When Philosophy saw the Muses standing by Boethius 
in his affli€tion, she spoke in terms of scme surprise and 
indignation.(p) In our time this indignation would have 
been retorted by the sisters of the song. Philosophy has 
appeared, not to console, but to deject. When I have 
xead and thought deeply on the accumulated horrors, and 
all the gradations of wickedness and misery, through which 
the modern systematick philosophy of Europe has con- 
ducted her illuminated votaries, to the confines of political 


5,2 déath 


(p) Boeth. de Consolat. Philos. L. 1. Pros. 1. The words are: 
particular. § H# sunt que infructuosis affectuum sfinis uberem 
fructibus rationis segetem necant, hominumque mentes assuefaciunt 
morbo, won Uiberant.”.—“ MEDICINE POTIUS TEMPUS EST, 
QUAM QUEREL®.” Ib. Pros, 2, 
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[ 26 } 
death and‘mental darkness, my mind for a space feels a 
convulsion, and suffers the nature of an insurrection. 


Tlook around me. I look to human actions, and to 
human principles. I consider again and again, what is the 
nature andeffe€t of learning and of inftru€tion; what is the 
doctrine of evidence, and the foundation of truth. I ask 


myself, are all these changed ? Have the moral and the natural 


laws of Gop to his creatures another basis ? Has the lapse 
of fifty years made an alteration in H1m, whois declared to 
be THE SAME to day, yesterday, and for ever? Can the 
violence, the presumption, the audacity, the arrogance, 
the tyranny of man, drunk with self idolatry and temporary 
success, change the nature and eflence of Gop and of 
his works, by’ calling good evil and evil good? I am 
told, that human reason is nearly advanced to full perfec- 
tion; I am assured, that she 1s arrived at the haven, 
where she would be. I again look around me. I ask, 
where is that haven? where is that steady gale which has 
conduéted her? I listen ;’ but it is to the tempest: I cast 
my view abroad ; but the ocean 1s every where perturbed. 
i pause again. Perhaps, it is‘ the wind and storm fulfilling 


His word! 


I resume the reflections of suffering humanity amid the 
wreck’ of intellect. This was not the ancient chara€ter of 
philosophy. The lovers of wisdom, in the best ages of 
Athens and of Rome, always discoursed with réverence 
and submission to the Author and Governor of the 
world. They considered of whom they spoke. If they 
turned to the origin of evil, or toany dark and unfathomable 
question, they frst called upon man to consider the limite 
ef his understanding. They warned him, with most pecu- 

hat 
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liar emphasis, to béware of those eAuros aaropias, those difi~ 
culties of hard solution, which are but increased by defences 
or arguments ill constructed. They implored him affec- 
tionately, to avoid all that tends to overthrow, to trouble or 
disturb those principles, which conduét to peace and to 
right action. Their advice was to strengthen the intellect, 
and to compose the passions, not by braving and insulting 
the all-powerful, all-wise, and all-merciful Creator, but by 
an humble, patient enquiry into his works, and by submis- 
sion to his dispensations. They seemed to be well aware, 
that to him who underftood all the bearings and relations of 
the word, Reszgnation to the will of God was the whole of 
piety. Ifupon sages like these the light of revelation should 
appear, as the regent of ¢hecr philosophical day, nothing can 
be conceived more august, nothing more ennobling, no- 
thing more dignified, Poetry and philosophy may then 
speak a language worthy of themselves : 


Altius his nihil est: hzec sunt fastigia mundi! 
PUBLICA NATUR& DOMUs his contenta tenetur 
Finibus.(q) 


When we have read such writers, it is hardly possible not 
to turn from modern scepticks and sciolists with something 
more than neglect, If to their philosophy they add witti. 
cism and ribaldry, they are nauseous. If to their ribaldry 
they join folly and gross ignorance, they fhould be driven 
from our fellowship with contempt. The continued labours 
of the arch Theomachist of the age, the records of that per- 
petual conflict which he maintained, during the course of 
fifty years of a long and impious life, againft the spiritual 

B 3 ** kingdoms 
(7) Manil. Astron, Z. 1. 
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“kingdoms of God and. of his Christ,’? and. the memorials 
of his desoiating. days, will all be entombed in the French 
Pantheon withthe mouldering remnant ofhis bones.{r)*Duft 
to, duit: ashes to afhes.’’ He sowed unto the flesh, and -of 
the flesh he and. his disciples have. reaped death and 
corruption. 


All. the minor powers of infidelity, anarchy, sedition, 
rebellion,, and .democracy,, may..ye¢ .be. dispersed. zz 
England ;., from, their leaders Voltaire, D’Alembert, and 
Condorcet, to, the vulgar illiterate blasphemy of Thomas 
Paine, and the contemptible nonsense of William Godwin. 
I feel for mankind-when they are insulted by such writers. 
J make common, cause with my fellow ,creatures, and.call] 
upon.them ta rally,round the constitution of our human 
nature, and.:to support it’s dignity. 


From writers of this character, my thoughts are directed 
to the professors. of that superstitious corruption of Chris- 
tianity, which orzgeradly. gave occasion to.these attempts, to 
which it has pleased Providence to permit.a temporary 
success, to scourge the nations of Europe. I am sure the 
plainsimplicity of the Protestant religion of. England could 
neyer. have suggested; so daring, so extensive a project. I 
have therefore spoken. at large of the. Roman Catholick 
religion, and it’s professors, and the emigrants and French 
priests. | 
From 
(r) To the writings of Voltaire the strong words of Eusebius 


are applicable: “ Aura dé: TOY @EOMAXOY Dever, ene 
HOKIAS LOXUL MEYaAaUYBLEVs, ux Tas Tpoo Te iors ois 
ayyerois Tapadoeicas Twy eOvwy opobeoims Siapracar no ouyxety 
RUEASYTOS, * TPOVOILZEUTELY TE THY OLMBLAEVNY, XXL Gav TO Twy 
aVIPWT WY YyeEVOS SIEM OELC ELY UAL [LETHOT HOEY THS TH pore poy eutazias 
anaviadiafoueve,’ Euseb, Demonstrat, Evang, Lib, 4 Sect. g. 
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From some observations I have heard and seen on this part 
of my work, you may remember I was tempted to think, that 
I had advanced something new on this subject. 1 am sure 
the principles are-as old and as moderate as those of the Re- 
formation. I know that every page of our history. confirms 
their truth. Haye we forgotten the history of that Reforma- 
tion? Is ‘* the Preservative against Popery’’ buried in ob- 
livion and unmerited neglect ? Do we remember Mede, and 
Chillmgworth, and Hooker, and Barrow, and Tillotson, and 
Hoadly, and Sherlock? Can we pass by the phalanx of States- 
men, and Bishops, and Lawyers, who. stood forth in 1688? 
What I have advanced is in substance very old; in manner it 
may perhaps be new. <All I have advised, is on the 
side of caution. I only declared» and pronounced so- 
lemnly in the face of my country, that A COLLEGE OF 
RomMisH Parissts of a religion hostile in principle and ir 
action too, whenever it has the power, against the established 
church of this kingdom, should not be set upon a hill; and 
autherised and maintained by the ministers of the crown, 
and the publick money of the land. They have been dis. 
persed, since that warning was given. I only said, let sup- 
port be administered to them privately, and in detached 
situations. I have-pity for them, and relief too, according to 


my ability. 


But, ‘‘ though I give all my goods (said an Apoftle) to 
teed the poor and the distressed, and have not Charity, it 


profiteth me nothing.” What does he mean? He surely’ 


neans something. Alms alone, it seems, however liberal, 
however extended, neither are, nor can be, the whole or the 
essence of Christian charity. ‘Fhey are indeed a material 
part, and one of the best external proofs of it’s existence. 
B 4 Charity 
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Charity is in reality a principle of general safety, of kindness, 
of aétive benevolence, of discernment; of prudence, of mode> 
ration, and of guarded virtue. It originated from Him, who 
commanded his disciples to join the innocence-of:the dove 
with the wisdom of the serpent. We may depends upon it; 
the syftem of Christianity is) not inconfiftent with itself. 
Surely this is not to teachjor to recommend, persecution’ or 
intolerance. My language and arguments are designed only 
to shew, that the spirit of the system of Popery: yet! remains 
unaltered in it’s great and leading principles. J/2t perishes, 
32 will perish altogether. I love toleration in the. constitutional 
sense of the word, as much as the most designing patriot 
of the day: but indifference to the publick form of religion 
is the first step to it’s neglect, and to it’s consequent abolition. 


T cannot think ita mark of persecutionor intolerance, when I 
deprecate the revival of the Romish superstition in England(s), 
‘There 


(s)** From obvious causes (indeed) the cruelty, the tyranny, the im- 

*¢ AietyOF THE CHURCHOF RomE have almost faded from our memory; 
“© Sut we must bring them back to our recollection, if we would une 
‘° derstand “* THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD WHICH ARE ABROAD IN 
“THE EARTH.” She is now persecuted in herturn. As English 
** men, we forget her injuries ; as Christians, we pity and give 
** alms to her exiled adherents, regardless of the malicious endea- 
** vours of our adversaries to represent the Church of England, 
“* as itself interested in her preservation. ~-But Jet us Only advert 
“* to the principles, religious and civil» upon which weare sepa- 
“© rated from that idolatrous and intolerant power; and it will be 
“* evident that, as a national Church, we have neither part nor lot 
“* inthis matter, , OUR CAUSKS ARE DISTINCT AND MUST EVER 
“¢ REMAIN SO: and we have now more abundant reason than ever to 
“© rejoice in our Reformed Religion. Our fathers obeyed the warning 
** voice, and left her corrupt communion when she had risen to the 
** zenith of her glory; and we have hitherto escaped the plagues 
** by which she is now tormented.” And it may be added, that 
*! as England was formerly (and I trust is still) the bulwark of 
‘* thé 
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There is an enthusiasm, an opyaoues, in the professors of it 
which, I know, never forsakes them. It is active, where it’s 
influence can hardly be supposed. It is said to pervade even 
the squabbles of a society set apart for the preservation of our 
national antiquity. With a cat-like watch, it peers and pries 
over every paper on ecclesiaftical reliques, and garbles the 
slightest casual effusions of protestant zeal, before it is pre- 
sented to the world. If it cannot be openly recommended, 
it will effectually guard against the least reproach. or insinua- 
tion of it’s ‘subtlety. Romish Baronets will be busy, and 
Romish Priests will meddle. Perhaps the Secretary of that 
Society knows, whether these hints are true and justifiable. 
It surely will be understood, Iam only speaking of the spurit 
and tendency of the system itself. L would carry charity with 
me in my heart and in my hand, but I know that charity is, 
and must be, consistent with a love to my country, and to 
her rights civil and religious. If I am wrong, I fear, I must 
continue so. I haye yet seen no argument to shake my con- 


viction. 


I would say a few words on another part of my work. I 
have been under the necessity, at least as I thought, of ap- 
pealing for illustration to writers of all ages and in various 
languages. There is an appearance of osténtation in it, to 
which I must submit. I certainly am of opinion with Ca- 
saubon, that it cannot be supposed, ‘‘ facere aliquid ad veram 

pietatem 


‘‘ the Protestant faith, so must she now be the bulwark of 
“© Christianity itself.”” See the Bishop of Lincoln Dr. Pretyman’s 
sermon before the King and Parliament at St. Paul’son the pub- 
lick thanksgiving on the rgth. Dec. 1797. (Published in Feb. 
1795.; It is the composition of aman of learning and ability, 
written with great judgment, eloquence, and discernment of the 
signs of the times, 
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pietatem seu doctrinam, Greca potius qum alia lingua 


loqui,’’'(¢) ‘‘ Certainly not. But to enforce and to illustrate any 


position, ine language of aoe and. the dignity and spirit 
| of ancient eloquence and his tory in-the orzg:nal words, are of 


nO mean assistance, ihe, nature and full force of this work 
could. not. have been. sustained: without the notes, in which 
the most, important subjects, sacred, moral, and political, 


u 


are occasionally discussed. But -] have generally, given, 


Le } 1 Srl |p ng DRG Ay a  begemin ee a Sa ‘ 2 Bae 
in. dinglish, the substance, of . the allusions, contained in -the 


bat ae oe Aas 1 ea ey ae a i £ 
ijearned languages which are brought forward. 
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Liwould not have any one think,-that an appeal to the 
higher poets of modern Italy is. either trifling or di sgraceiul. 
No man ever felt the power of poetry, if he refused his homage 
to Dante, Petrarch, Ariosto, .and Tasso; I mean, if:their 


? os cay (ies -! 
fan guage Was lamulilar to him 


tile 


In their primal poet there is an originality and a hardihood 
of antig juity. The soul of Dante was dark and sullen :.it was 
proud, and full of his wrongs. Frons leta parum et dejecte 
lumina vultu. He passed through imaginary realms withou 
the sun, to the confines of light and hope. The day shone 
full upon him, and the beams were from on high. His 
draught of men and their passions is ‘eternal. His language 


| was like himself, ¢ deep and full of matter: it’s strength and 
b ¥ 


9) 


marmony may be best expressed by his Tuscan brother: 


Se ees 


Aspro concento, orribile armonia 
D’alte querele, d’ululi, e di strida, 


Istranamente concordar sudia.(w} 
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(?) Is. Casaub, Exercitat. 16. ad Annales Ecclesiast. Baronii, 


(u) Ariosto, O, F, Ce T46 
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As to Petrarch; we are led by every milder feeling to the 
retreat of Valclusa. ‘he strain of the poet is yet softer 
than the breeze, or the murmur of his fountain.(v) Yet was he 
not without energy. His subject was sometimes high and 
holy. He was familiar with death, and his breathings were 
after immortality. He too could describe the difruption of 
the mortal veil, and the departure of the soul, 

Svegliata fra gli {pirti eletti, 
Ove nel fuo Fattor |’Alma s’interna! 

{will not pursue this theme; and of Ariosto and Tasso it 
would be idle to speak. But you will permit me to observe, 
that the three greatest masters of heroick verse, in unlabour- 
ed ease and flowing dignity, are to my apprehension 
and judgment, Homer, Ariosto, and the glory of Spain, 
Alonzo d@’Ercilla(x). Ihave without intention indeed, but 
with the privilege of a letter, descanted a little on a favourite 
incidental topick. For when I hear the language of 
Italy, under these mighty masters, called frivolous and light, 
I cannot pass it without a moment’s vindication. In my 
opinion they strengthen and harmonize both the intellect 
and the ear. My references to them are however very 
few. 


I am told, 1 am forgiven for my Latin; but for the Greek, 
riot so eafily. In this particular indeed, I am rather surprised 
that no man of wzt has said of my notes, ‘* They are Greek 


‘* invocations 


(vw) Qowep amo rw evwdecrarur AelLwvev HUpA TIS HEA aT aUTNS 
@eperai. Such is the harmonious prose which distinguishes the 
critical writings of the great Halicarnassian, Epist. ad, Cn. 
Pompeium. de Platone. Sect. 2. 


(x) The Author of the Zaucana. 
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** invocations to call fools into.a circle.”( y) Certainly there 
will be Halos round the. brightest luminaries; and it must be 
confessed, that many of my notes have such a circular appear- 


ance. If some galled theologian should be disposed to banter, 


and to question the validity of my Greek ordination, he would 
perhaps shrewdly remind me of the Council of Florence in 


4499, when the Greek and Latin churches proposed, as a 


principle of union, that éhe Greeks should alter their manu- 
scripts from the Latin. He might tell me of that celebrated 
** Foedus cum Grecis,’ so well known among the sacred 
manuscript criticks. Andif I were to adduce from the great 
Erasmus, my ‘‘ Capita argumentorum contra morosos quos- 
dam et indoctos’’ (z); I should bereminded by Dr. Parr, that 
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I have not the erudition of Erasmus, or the gentle manners of 
the serene Sepulvéda. Mr. Knight would remand me to the 
Greek alphabet (to any one, I hope, but his own), and his 
modesty would attempt some jucundity from the Lusus Priapi. 
I will endure them all. JI have patience and pity too. 


I know you were surprised, when you found me beset 
with poetasters, and rhetoricians, and commentators, and old 
seventh-form boys, that I was so patient. In truth I thought 
there might be some remedy. Yet I will own, that when 
I see so many heads around me deprived of the substance of 
sense, I am perpetually calling for the ampella of Astolpho, 


= 


that sacred vessel which he brought from the upper regions. 


** Che tempo € ormai, ch’ ai capi voti o macri 
** Di senno, si soccorri con l’ ampolla (a). 


But 
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(y) Shakspeare’s As you Like it. act. 2. 
(z) Nov. Test. by Erasmus in 1595. sth Edit. 
(z) Ariosto. O. F. Cant. 38. 
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But I should have too much on my hands, and I recall my | 
wish. In the political, as well as in the mere literary world, 
there is more to do in that way than I can attempt. i) 
A few drops from this ampolla might now and then, om il 
particular occasions, fall on the Minister himself, who now | ii 
in his taxes appears as the political Hecate (?), or Diana, in their i 
triple torms., Some of it also might be spared for Earl WM 
Fitzwilliam with good effect ; but I should be unwilling to i 
waste the precious liquor on the noble head of his Grace 
of Bedford. Some crests are indeed vulnerable; but the 


natural constitution is sometimes so radically impaired, that 
when the head is once opened, it is in vain tothink of closing 
it. Mr. Horne Tooke, for instance, is out of the reach 


of art. I would only set up the bzdental at the bookseller’s 
door at Wimbledon. It will at least serve as a land-mark 
for the French, on their first invasion. As tothe ‘* mendici, 
mimi, balatrones,’” what can be done? The most infamous 


are the most contented. But there are minor members of 


the great democratick body, and all have not the same office. 
Yet there is a marvellous use (and they understand it better 


than 


(2) Hecate is termed in the Argonauticks of Orpheus, 


a aay 
Tpicconepnvos bOELV, OACOY TEPKS BT OUNTOY, 


Taprapotais Rxarn! (v. 974.) Edit. Eschenback. p. 66. 


For the Diana rpip,0p@os, look at the gems of Fulvius Ursinus.— 
It is odd, that Lycophron, in all the darkness of his prophetick 
song, chanting forth the powers, us Apas ef:Aaro, couples together li 
Bellona and Minerva, ‘* Ker oy Evuw, xr Tpiyervnros Qea.”” | 
Cassand, v. 519.—-What is the allegory? It seems as if war and HH 
wisdom might be joined together; but the sooner the union can 
be dissolved, the better, 
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rat Which every joint supplieth. 


than we do) intl I should 
leave Mr: Tierney (c), with some little hope, to the disci- 


pline of Cocker and Oldfield (d). 


in calculation; but I think it will be some time before his 


He may perhaps improve 


anti-professional prattle will impose on another boy-com- 
mittee on a contested election. The drops of thé ampolla 
would never penctrate the thick rotundity of Mr. Nicholls 
(¢); but they might insinuate themselves through ‘the zig- 
zag crevices of Sir John Sinclair’s head. If we pass to 
subjects of lighter moment, even the Bavian drops from 
Mr. Gifford have fallen off, like oil, from the plumage of 
At home also, I am 
sorry that his success is imperfect. I am told, that Mr. 


Greathead and Mr. Merry yet write and talk ; and Mr. 


the Florence and Cruscan geese. 


Jerningham (poor man!) still continues seller than his 
sheep. 

But a truce to this badinage. Like the Warrior of Ithaca, 
I would appear but for a season, and for a peculiar purpose, 
in sucha garb. It is necessary now to assume those higher 
functions to which I am called, to claim for myself, and 
to vindicate the undoubted right (f) and hereditary dignity of 
the Satirick muse. 

Dopvobs paxewy morvuntis Odueceus, 
AATO A’ EN] METAN OYAON! exwy Giov nde Qaperpny 
lov eumremy, trayeas 0° EYKEUKT OT THE 


A ure me nrircha Loar eraticed z 
AMUTS Tt poo JE Le DOWV. (8) 


I had 


‘ (c) M.-P. for the Borough. (¢@) An obscure writer on the 
Boroughs, ‘* The sad historian of that tainted plain.” (e) M. Pz 
for Tregony. 
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i had once athought, as you advised me, of analysing 
the following poem. But to what effect, and for what use ? 
To men, like you, it is’ needless or presumptuous: | to 
others, it is superfluous. .I am. indeed confident, that 
when all the personal objects of my praise or censure 
shall have passed fromthe scene, this work will be found 
to contain principles’ of government, . polity,. religion, 
morality, education, criticism, poetry, and literature, wor- 
thy of being transmitted *to another age. I have indeed 
already. said much: but I think, I have something more 
to offer to my country, if the blessing of strength and 
health should graciously be extended.and continued to 
me. I mean, if I. see a proper occasion to present it, 
and if England should not be absorbed in the vortex and 
abhorred gulf of democracy and tyranny. 


Still perhaps Iam incautious in my words. I can _pro- 
mise little. However that may be, my principle is and ever 
has been, that ‘* NO MAN LIVETH UNTO HIMSELF,” for his 
own little pleasures, or mean gratifications, or low unworthy 
passions, the dirty family of selfifhness, which by the 
law of Providence defeats it’s own purposes. I speak not 
ofa romantick, impracticable, general good, but of the 
specifick benefit which an individual may and can confer on 
his fellow-creatures, in his own limited sphere of action, 
by a continued exertion of the faculties or talents, with 
which he feels himself intrusted. 


Well-wishers to ‘their country are, above all things, 
desirous of the steady light of Literature, and of the day- 
spring from on high. Yet whatever they or we may hope, 
the horizon may perhaps be now illuminated with it’s 
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departing beams. I will yet strive to be full of hope 


‘though in some passing moments of dejection, the strain 


of the Florentine poet, im all it’s melancholy harmony, dwells 
on myear: Pensa, che questo di mai non raggiorna! (h) 


But let us still contemplate the glory which was east 
round other times. — I will therefore conclude this letter, by 
complying with your request, in offering you a very few 
ideas on the chief Satirists of ancient and of medern fame. 
I may be singular perhaps; but if I except Lucizius, 
(who is known to us only by detached lines and short pas- 
sages,) in my opinion, the fulness of the Satirical glory never 
shone but ons1x POETS: ‘* Quos orbe sub omni Jam vix 
septena numerat Sapientia fama.” 


The character of Lucitius, the inventor of Satire, was 
respected by Scipio and Lalius. They. were his friends. 
Poetasters, rhetoricians, and even men of high quality and 
of consular rank, were often the subjectsof his censure. I 
Know not what a modern French Directory might do with 
aman of his character; but Lucilius enjoyed respect and 
impunity in the Roman Republick. Horace in the 
politest age, under the despotism of Augustus, insinuated 
himself into the graces of the Emperor: yet he was pecu- 


jiarly studious to mark the obnoxious, foolish, or wicked 
characters of his age. He was careful not to be misunder- 
stood. He noted the name, the profession, and the rank 
of those whom he devoted to undying ridicule, or consigned 
to the eternity of fame. Augustus and Maecenas well knew 
the value of sucha poet. ‘They looked to the stability of 
government and the empire of good sense, and found them 
intimately connected with literature and poetry. In the 

time 

(4) Dante Parad, 
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time of Nero and Trajan; Juvenal and Persius exerted a se« 
verity without playfulness, and «veiled themselves in ob- 
scurity, yet without being misunderstood. They applied 
directly and irresistibly to the inmost feelings of the heart, 
callous and depraved as it was. The writers were either 
spared or neglected; but their works were admired and 
circulated. [know the person to whom I am now addressing 
myself too well, to enter into a criticism on Horacey Jus 


venal, or Persius. -Mr.=Dryden indeed has dane it 
already, :3 +. 


An interval. of ages passed, dark. and barbarous. The 
power of Satire, in it’s full and legitimate strength, was 
never again felt till the reign of Louis the fourteenth of 
France. Then appeared a Poet, second to none of his 
predecessors. A philosopher without being wordy, the 
friend of sense and of virtue, a gentleman. in principle, 
independent in spirit, and fearless of enemies, however 
powerful from their malignity or formidable from their rank. 
This extraordinary man was BorLeau. If} amnot deceived, 
there is something.in all his compositions so finished, so 
removed from conceit and forced thought ; there is such 
an ardent zeal for propriety in sentiment and in expression ; 
such a sense of the dignity of the human character, when 
undebased ; such a hatred of hypocrisy ; such a love of 
purity ; such an abhorrence of all profaneness and inde- 
cency, and even of indelicacy ; that I am not able to name 
a man whose works, :as a poet and a critick, may be read 


and studied with equah advantage. _ Even his compliments, | 


though rather lofty, to sLoyis the fourteenth. are all con- 
ceived in.the language of a.gentléman anda man of genius, 
who feels that he is conferring. honour, not receiving: it. 
The majesty of the French monarch, in that cultivated age, 
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was surely as worthy of homage as the dezty of the Roman 
Augustus. 


To read the works of BorLEAU with full advan- 
iB some SPY of knowledge, and some insight 
the ancient French language are 
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required. . I call mane language ancient, which existed 
before the revolution, for I scarce understand the modern 

lemocratick jargon. ‘‘ Grave virus munditias pepulit.”” It 
‘ also necessary to have a perception of the peculiar cast 
of the French poetry, and of the construction of the verse. 
Ana llowang ce must be made for the language itself, which 
is not, poetical. as contradistinguished to prose, but forcible 
terse,, and well adapted to the condensation of. satirical 
expression. As a,writer, I think him original» What he 
has borrowed, he almost- seems. to have restored to it’s 
proper place... He alternately assumes the characters of 
the three great Romans; and maintains an honourable 
contest forthe mastery. Equal to either of them taken 
singly ; and in the merit of Composition, sometimes their 
superior. He is their true and lawful brother. There isa 
fraternal: league between them, which no friend to good 


literature, good poetry, and good manners, will ever suffer 
c 


to be broken. 


Nearly at the same period, after some momentary gleams 
and strong flashes in the horizon, Satire arose in England. 
When I name DrypEen, I comprehend every varied 
excellence of our poetry. In harmony, strength, modu- 
lation, rythm, energy, he first displayed the full power 
of the English language. My business with him at pre- 
Sent, is only as a Satirist. I will be brief: I speak to 
the intelligent. He was the first poet who brought to per- 
fection, what I would term, ‘* The Allegory of Satire.” 


I Fables 
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Fables indeed, and apologues, and romances, have always Hl 
been the most ancient modes of reproof and censure. It 
was the peculiar happiness of Dryden to give an eternal 
sense and interest to subjects which are transitory. He | 
placed his scene on the ground of actual history. The 


reader of every age has an interest in the delineation of cha- 
racters and names, which have been familiar to him from 
his earliest years. He is already prepared, and feels a 
predilection for the subject. This accommodation of 
ancient characters to existing persons has a peculiar force 
in the age to which it is addressed ; and posterity reads with 
delight a poem founded on pristine story, and illustrated 
by the records of modern times. 


Dryden’s power of Satire has been generally acknow- 
ledged in his Mac-Flecknoe: but his master-piece is that 
wonderful and unequalled performance, Absalom and 
Achitophel. He presents to us an heroick subject in heroick 
numbers, a well-constructed allegory, anda forcible appeal 
to our best feelings and passions. He paints the horrors of 
anarchy, sedition, rebellion, and democracy, with the 
pencil of Dante, or of Michael Angelo; and he gives the 
speeches of his heroes with the strength, propriety, and 
correctness of Virgil. It is Satire in it’s highest form: but 
it is satire addressed to the few. It is not adapted to the 
general effect of this species of poetry. In my opinion, 
Dryden has not the style and manner of Horace, or Juvenal, 
or Persius, or Boileau. Pope called him * unhappy,” 
from the looseness of the age in which he lived. He has. | 
enthusiasin, majesty, seriousness, severity, gravity, strength | 

| 
| 


of conception, and boldness of imagery. ut sprightliness, 
gaiety, an easy badinage, an occasional playfulness, so ne- | 
eessary to the general effect of satirical poetry, were all i 


C 2 wanting 


me eee 


' 
f 


9S 9°GAeG 02O99908009992000099000008009000829380830050850006958988580095500099099985208TSIOTATATOSSATSSLSDTHAOROISGY 


Se 
znd 


4, DDDQDD 1 O©OODOODOHODDDODPOHDNHHOOHDOHOD OD HHDHLHOHH ODL HHO DHOH DO OOOTLHGVHES 


EL IP EEA Th RR SHEET 


DPOOOOPOVOOOCOD HHVOOGSHHSO HESS SCOOSOSOOSOOOOHHOSOHOHOOHHH D4 H OHHH TOdeSOwHURE 


SO in rr er ee eh i tet ip ger gene 


GODOPOHSHSOSHOSHOOCG DIOGO HOOHoHO#S 


Esssoaoweccece 


a 
a 


~ 
v, 


Pag 
wanting.to him. Perhaps his genius was too sublime. He 
could not, or he would not, descend tothe minutie which 
are often required, to the anecdotes, and the passing traits of 
the time.’ His satire had an original character. It-was the 


strain of. Archilochus sounding from the lyre of Alczeus. 


Tue SixtH and last of this immortal Brotherhood, in 
the fulness of tume, and in the maturity of poetical power, 
came Pope, All that was wanting to his illustrious pre- 
decessor found its consummation in the genius, knowledge, 
correct sense, and condensation of thought and expression, 
which distinguish this poet. The tenour of his life was 
peculiarly favourable to his office. He had first cultivated 
all the flowery grounds of poetry. He had excelled in 
description, in pastoral, in the pathetick, and in general 
criticism; and had given an English existence in perpe- 
tuity to the Father of all poetry. Thus honoured, and with 
these pretensions, he left them all for that excellence, for 
which the maturity of his talents and judgment so eminently 
designed him. Familiar with the great; intimate with the 
polite; graced by the attentions of the fair; admired by the 
learned ; a favourite with the nation; independent in an 
acquired opulence, the honourable product of his genius 
and industry ; the companion of persons distinguished for 
birth, high fafhion, rank, wit, or virtue ; and resident in the 
center of all publick information and intelligence; every 
avenue to knowledge and every mode of observation were 
g, and unwearied intel. 
lect. Hus works are so generally read and studied, that I 
should not merely fatigue, but I sheuld almost insult you 
by such a needless disquisition. 


open to his curious, prying, piercin 
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As a disciple of these great masters, and full of that spirit 
which an unbroken and an honourable intimacy with their 
works has inspired, I now present myself a votary at their 
temple; and in some measure clothed in the robes of their 
hereditary priesthood, I would also enter, and offer my obla- i} 
tien at the high altar of my country. But if, unworthy of this i 
hallowed investment and interior ministry, the door of the 
sanctuary 1s closed upon me; I shall retire without a mur- 
mur, and with devotion unimpaired worship in the vestibule. 
You can best judge of my motives, who have known most 


intimately the nature and extent of my studies, solitary so long 
: y > J o, 


in their acquirement, and now publick at last in their applica- 


tion and in theirend. Witha necessary indulgence for all my 


frailties, vices, errors, follies, and imperfections, and with the 
ee near : 

partiality of friendship, you, and such as you, may perhaps 

allow me to apply to myself, with some little variation, the 


words of the most fervid poet of antiquity : 


Non tenues ignavo pollice chordas 


Pulso, sed Aurunci residens in margine templi 


Audax magnorum tumulis adcanto Magistrim. 


Iam, &c. &c. 
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THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


Audaci quicunque afflate Cratino, 


Iratum Eupolidem pregrandi cum sene palles, 


Aspice et hes, si forte aliquid decoctius audis 5 


Inde vaporata lector mihi ferveat aure. 
PERS.»SAT. I. 
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PREPAC .E 


TO THE FIRST DIALOGUE (a) 


OF THE 


PU wot bas OW er tale ed Ad ae a, 


Tu E importance of the subject of this Poem, and the 
necessity of fuch an appeal to the kingdom at this time, 
are the best reafons which I can offer for it’s publication. 
But in regard to the various matters which are considered 
in the following composition, I recommend to my readers 
a paflage froma colle@tion of the most pleasing and informe 
ing treatises in natural philosophy which I ever read, or I 
believe ever were written; I mean the Chemical 
Essays by Dr. Watson, the present Bishop of Landaff ;/) 
The passage is this; ‘* Sir Ifaac Newton and Dr. Bentley 


' | ** met 
(2) First printed in May 1794. 


(4) Vol. 4. p. 25. 
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“* met accidentally in London, and on Sir Isaac’s inquiring 


5 
** what Philosophical Pursuits were carrying onat Cam- 
‘bridge, the Doctor replied, none; for when you 
&6¢ 


go ahunting, Sir Ifaac, you kill all the game; you have 
left us nothing to purfue.’ ‘ Not so, said the 
** philosopher, you may start a variety of game’ in every 
“bush, if you will but take the trouble to beat for it.” 
** And so in truth it is,” (observes Bithop Watson) “ every 
** object in nature affords occasion for philosophical experi- 
*“ment.”” I may add, that such a flate of society and of 
literature, asthe present, affords occasion for numerous 
experiments and observations, without any danger of 
mutual interference, 


In this Poem no imitation whatsoever is intended of 
any former writer, or of any former poem. Jt was 
written upon no private motive whatsoever: but semply and 
solely as the conduct of the perfons mentioned or alluded to, 
or the manner of their compositions, or the principles of 
their writings, tend to influence and affect the learning, the 
Sovernment, the religion, the publick morality, the publick 
happiness, and the publick security of this Nation. My 
intentions are just and justifiable to reasonable men, who 
will reflect on what has passed, and is passing before them. 
We must indeed be sensible, that it is now no longer a 
mere sport of the pen, a light skirmish, or a random 
shaft, the ** Apollineze bellum puertle pharetre,’? which 
is alone demanded; but our weapons must be instruments 
of war, able to break down the strong holds of anarchy, 
impiety, and rebellion, and mighty. to vindicate the 
powers of legitimate authority. In every region of Europe 


there should have been a ¢onimon cause. But in no 
kingdom, except Great Britain, has that cause been 
main- 
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maintained in full integrity. While Iam writing, we are 
convulsed to our center; and yet 1n the midst of fear, we 
are impudently and wickedly told, there is no cause of 
alarm. 


Talia dum celebro, subitam civilis Erinnys 
Tarpeio de monte facem, Phlegrzaque movit 
Prelia; sacrilegis lucent Capzéolia tedis, 

Et Senonum furias Latiz sumpsere cohortes. (c) 


We may (for we can) all of us contribute to the 
assistance, the comfort, and the good of others, and to the 
stability of social happiness. The sword, the voice, and 
the pen must be resolutely and decifively called into action, 
for defence, for counsel, for admonition, and for censure. 
Satirical writings must submit to the imputation of 
ill-nature, though I fee no necessary connection between 
them. In my opinion, Satire has nothing to do with 
good-nature or with ill-nature. It’s office respects the 
publick good alone, and the interests of the community. 
It is frequently designed to supply the laws, in those cases 
which are beyond their jurisdiction. From such courts it 
appeals to perhaps a still higher tribunal, that of publick 
Opinion, character, and reputation. 


Such are my ideas; yet Iam sure I have nothing of the 
wild American in my composition; I never wished to 
destroy any man, either to inherit his wit or plunder him 
of his understanding. But I will bow to no Cyrill of 
Alexandria, to no executive director of a modern republick, 
to nolordly president of factious councils, of democratick 
delegates, or of societies in open defiance of established 
authority in regulated empires. There is darknefs mixed 

with 


(¢) Statius Sylv. Lib, 5, Carm. 5.—Sezones were the Gauls or 
: French, 
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[ 44 J 
with fire, and volumes of smoke are rolling from the 
mouth of the cavern. I love no atheist French Bishops, 
nor unfrocked grammarians in England. Horne Tooke is 
still living, and Edmund Burke is no more. Sor 
occuzuir! I hope Mr. Pitt will assure us of the old 


1°? 


prodigy, ** Nox nulla secuta est 

We must now all assist in our various Capacities, and 
feel and act as publick men. In times like these we may 
afsume a virtue, a charafter, a courage, and a firmness, 
not originally our own. I protest I have no private 
animosity inmy nature; but I come forth (boldly enough, 
I will confess, but as I ought to do) in behalf of my 
country, her literature, her laws, her religion, and her 
government. Nor would I publish this satirical Poem, 
but from a full conviétion of it’s tendency to promote the 
publick welfare, in it’s degree and according to it’s subjeét, 
when it is (if it ever should be) studied and considered 
with impartiality. 
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THE 


PURSUITS: OF LITERATURE. 


A SATIRICAL POEM. 


ene 


DIALOGUE THE FIRST. (a) 


Fingimus hec, altum Satiré sumente cothurnum 2 
Nos utinam vani ! 
Jav. Sat. 6. 


THE AUTHOR AND OCTAVIUS. 


Ee EERIE en en 
THE AUTHOR. 


T wxo once deem’d my race of labour run, 

And camps, and courts, and crowds, and senates shun, 
Still to the publick raise no venal voice, 

In the full freedom of a Briton’s choice, 

Through tracts aloft on daring pinions rove, 
‘Where’er by duty borne, or led by love. 


Yet 
(2) First published in May 1794. 
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Yet not unconscious of this awful age, 


ro 


rab 


I mark what new conflicting systems rage, 


Systems which laugh to scorn th’ avenging tod, 


POROOHOSHH OOOOH SHYOION HOSS SeHSSSOSSLOVSSOOSHSOEOSSSOOSH TON IOSESOdESCMOELS 


-And hurl defiance to the throne of Gop; 


Shake pestilence abroad with madd’ning sweep, 


And erant no pause—but everlasting sleep! (é 
Oo £ 
Blood-cuiltiness their crime; with hell they cope: 


No flesh,’ no spirit now must rest in hope, 


ST ER yee ee 


But under foliage dark, and cypress gloom, 

The(c)sculptur’d mock’ry marks and seals the tomb. 
New lights on all, but on the poet, rise; 

Stil can he smile, and with no murm’ring sighs 

Can own well-pleas’d, that zow the meanest Bard, 

Bavius, (¢) or Maro, finds the same regard. 20 


Not 


(6) This alludes to the French decree which in 1793 abolished, 


PO ee erp a Sg ee pape 


DO PDOHSHOVHSHOOOCSDOSHDOOOSooe 


by law, a futurity of existence. Impiety and absurdity are the 
natural consequences of their principles. 


(c) The French have also decreed, that in every church-yard 
trees shall be planted, and the figure of sleep erected pointing - 


to the tombs; and this sleep they decree to be eternal. N. B. 
This was the fact, when zhis First Part of the Parsuits of 
Literature was first published in May 1794.—Jt may be so again, 
or may be so at this moment, 1796. 
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Meecenas once with partial ray 


Tliam’d the rising: glories of his da Ly 3 


W hose 


orb the Mantuan in alone would warm, 


Or beam propitious on the Sabine farm. 


OLA VATLS 


W hy should you write ? the world is nowso fick 


Scarce is there room for Sheridan (e) and Tickell ; 3(f) 


And 


(d) The name suggests the honourable mention of a poem 
lately published, under the title of “ The 
Imitation of the first 
fro carmine dona ?’—T hough the author professes to be conversant 


only among the sheef-folds at present, he threatens a descent 


Baviap,” or 


oe) 
an 


Satire of Persius. Que tibi, que tali reddan 


If this be a first 
production, the poet muft proceed with the consciousness of 


upon the nobler and more reluctant animal:. 
genius: he has the ground work of all excellence, good sense, 
and a knowledge of just and harmonious expression. He has 
divulged his name imprudently. Such compositions cgi 
secresy for their effect; ‘especially if they are published ata 

early period of life, and still more if the poet commences his 
career with Satire. Mr, Pope suffered ‘* pure description to hold 
the place of sense” fora long time, before he took his proper station. 

The author of The Baviad has taken some pleasant trouble off 
my hands. The Albums, the Laura-Marias, the Jerninghams, 
Antony Pasquins, Mary Robinsons, Piozzis and Bozzi’s; the 
*‘Phillidas, Hypsipilas, vatumet plorabile si quid.” Unfortunately 
there are too many left, (1794.) 
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[ 48 J 
And though in tone sonorous, blithe or grand, 
The loud Laurentian (g) trumpet, through the land 
Sound Pitt, and Prettyman, and Rose, and Rolle, 
With strength of Stentor, but Mezentian soul; 30 
Tue Doctor may for Fox and Portland (z) vouch, 
With spectacles on nose, (7) but empty pouch. 


Why 


(e) R. B. Sueripan, Esq: M. P. 1 am sorry to say of this 
extraordinary man, that in the realms of wit and humour he js 
now silent. ‘* Vnus sceptra potitus, eddem aliis sopitu’ quiete 
“est.” Why isitso? Politicks are transitory ; wit is eternal. 


(f) Since this was written, tht publick has. lost. this very 
ingenious man, He was the happiest of any occasional writer 
in his day: happy alike in the subject and in the execution of 
it. I mention with pleasure “ Anticipation, the Wreath of 
Fashion, &c. &c. &c.” and I wish to preserve the name and 
remembrance of such a man as Mr. Tickell. Poets and ingenious 
men, who write on occasional subjects with great ability, are 
too often lost inthe most undeserved oblivion. But we must 
recollect, that even such a poem as “ The Absalom and 
Achitophel’? of Dryden himself (in my opinion, his greatest 
production) was but occasional, and written for @ party. 


(g) It is hardly necessary to remind the reader of the political 


composition of the Rolliad and the Probationary Odes by Dr. 
Laurence and Company, (1794.) 


[i ao.” 


Why must you seek this sad Cumean shore ® 


Or why to genius give one victim more ? 


A’ oT >t O..Ri 


Forgive me: all conspire to waste my time ; 
Languor, and care, and solitude, and thyme: 
Now while each Sage, to fame and science known, 
Or leaves the field of life, or listlefs grown, 
Reviews his trophies with an idle pride, (*) 


Sick of the dunces rising at his side. 49 


D If 


(7) I know not for whom the Doétor will zow vouch; Iam 
not called upon to vouch for the Doétor (1796). 
“* Manners with fortunes, humours turn with climes, 
“« Tenets with books, and principles with times. 


(27) Shakspeare says, ** With spectacles on nose and pouch on 
side.’? I am contented simply to admire Doctor Lawrence’s 
spectacles, but I have ventured to qualify his pouch—I wrote 
this in 1794.—Doctors Commons and the House of Commons 
are recommended in all the chronick cases of the deficzens 


crumena, and are found to be excellent restoratives. (17098). 


(2) T allude to such publications as, ** Prose on several occa- 
sions, accompanied by some Pieces in Verse. By George 
Colman, (Senior).’’ I think, however, that it is a provident 
wisdom, in men of great abilities, like Mr. Colman, to cellect 
and publish what they wish to deliver to posterity as their own, 
Posthumous works are rarely to be considered in that light, 


B00920 108, 


rc] 


1SRIGAVAG 0SOSO98809900909090999098009000889950899850658885050882509085800080009908298FS89F989990O8TSIISSSSAITOTOGY 


< 


po 


ame ace iar 


4 


\DDODD 5 1©ODOODODOOOHODHEHDHHHOHOHDHDOOODDHD2DDHHHHDHOODHHHGOHODOOGHOE 
ie 


D2OOHOSOYOSOHOOHLHYSOSHHHO DHSS OGOODLOHOOOO ONS OGOOHOHOOHS DS | OHSS SOdeSCwEELS 


T eae ey BPs sec {7\ Priectley tell 

I may write, let. Proteus (7) Priestley tell, 

r og DS Ag es IE es Cc ere» t + y aba TK j 
He writes on a@// things, but, on nothing well ; 


| Who 


(1) Proteus Priesti¢y.—J here is oné véry material difference 
7 } } 

| between this Proteus and his namesake of antiquity. Of the 
latter it ts recorded, Sine vi non ulla dabit precepta §; now our 


re 
2 
2 
A 
ct 


teus gives ‘* precept upon precept, line upon line; here a 
little and there a !ittle;’? and is continually obtruding 47s oracles 
upon the publick, without any compulsion at all, upon every 


subject which can, or which cannot be known. I believe that 
Dr. Priestley would dispute very inrelligibly upon the famous 
Germanick question, ‘* Utrum Chimzra Jdomdbinans in vacuo 
possit comedere secundas intentiones,” 

As to Dr. Priestley’s King-killing wishes and opinions take a 
few words: “Ir 1s TO BE REGRETTED, that the situation of 
things was such, that THE SENTENCE (of peEatH on Charles the 


First) could not be passed dy the WHOLE NATION, OR THEIR REe 


$ - ea nner ae P ces angen tegen bem mene 


PRESENTATIVES, solemnly ASSEMBLED for that purpose.” Priestley 
on Government. p.39. Are the words and the meaning plain? 
ow must this Reverend Deputy Elect to the National Conven- 
tion of France have exulted on the 21st of January, 1793!!! 
The Deputy, however, had the wisdom of the serfen? in’ not 


taking his seat, thouch he could not assume the “innocence of 
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‘The late Mr. Gibbon ell understood, Dr. Priestley ’s 
1 j ; : . 1 synyreeced  himeart - 
baracter and opinions, aud expressed himseli strongly on that 
‘ect. . No inan of discernment can see their direct tendency 
a) anth senrobition.-and sometimes not wit! fe; t 
put With reprobdation, ang sometimes not witnout ear anc 


horror! (1794).---Lord Shefheld has lately published the cor- 
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respondence between Mr. G. and Dr. P. in the first volume of 


gy tt TT) Dance has ese MAA ek etc Ta >. Pes 4 ; eer 
| Mr. Gibbon’s Posthumous Works, ato. ‘These letters are mot 
unworthy of attention, (1799). 
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Who, as the:demon of the day decrees, 
Aur, books, or water makes with equal ease. 


May not I strive amid this motley throng, 


All pale and pensive as I muse along ? 


OC TAY LU S&S. 


Say, would your thought to Homer’s pomp aspire, 
Or wake to loftiest rapture Pindar’s (m) lyre? 
Go 


(m) Pindar’s Lyre.—In this verse 1 speak of the great Theban : 
but there 1s an obscure person, stiling himself Peter Pinpar, of 
whom I shall say a few words. This man certainly possesses a 
mind by no means uninformed, and a species of humour; butit 
is exhausted by a repetition of the same manner, and nearly the 
same idéas, even to disgust. He has the power of rhyming ludi-~ 
crously, and is sometimes even gifted with poetry ; and finally, 
he is puffed up with a vanity and self-conceited importance, 
almost without a parallel. This odscwre man has contrived, by 
these qualifications, to thrust himself upon the publick. notice, 
and become the scorn of every man of character and of virtue. 
Such is the blasphemy, such is the impiety, the obscenity, the 
impudentce and the contempt of all decent respect, wwhich per- 
vade his numerous pamphlets in verse, that the reader is ill 
repaid by the lively sallies of humour which frequently animate 
this mass of crudities. I form my judgement from his works, and 
not from any acquaintance whatever with the man. 


Yet I hear that ‘* he breathes a warm constitutional spirit,”’ 
because, forsooth, he has told us in some trumpery ode, of the 
D 2 necessity 
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Go then and view, since clos’d his cloister’d day, 


| The self-supported melancholy Gray: 7) 5° 
Dark 


necessity of a king or a Jog, or a nail; after he has perpetually 


reviled and held up to scorn every master principle, by which 
government and society are maintained. I will not waste a 
verse on sucha character; but say. honestly and plainly, that 
though I canoften smile, and sometimes be pleased, with the hu- 
mour and the manner, yet I think I perceive such a rooted: 
depravity and’ malignity of heart that, from the consideration of his 
zvorks, I can aihrim almost unequivocally of this obscure man 
in the words of the severest writer of antiquity, 


Stupet hic vitio, et fibris increvit opanum. 
Pingue, caret culpa, nescit quid perdat, et alto 


Demersus, summa rursum non bullit in undaf, 


RR A A ea peter gee enjoy ees 


N. Bi: This man’s works (now published) amount zm value to 
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above four guineas; but we are informed that a.set may be had for 
rwO GUINEAS AND A-HALF IN 470, or for TWO GUINEAS in 
four volumes 8vo!!!—-What an inducement to a -purchaser! 
‘1794).—Posterity (if it can be supposed that such trash should 


exist) will be asodatendal 2t the present age could look with 


I ne ee care een ie 
DBWOOOOOPOOo#: 


patience on such n nn Psilan {am very sorry, that Mr, 


Roscoe in his admirable life of Lorenzo de Medici, and The 


British Critick, (I suppose inadvertently) should give any portion. 


peek 1; tellna torn oP ean: 4 RT : ye 
of it the slightest approbation. Forshame! Non hee in federa? 


Vir, Gray is drawn from the conside- 
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ration of hjs Memoirs and Letters, published by Mr, Mason, 
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Dark was his morn of life, and bleak the spring, 


i 


Without one fost’ring ray from Britain’s king: (ui) 
Granta’s dull abbots cast a side-long glance, 

And Levite gownsmen huge’d their ignorance. 
With his high spirit strove the master bard, 


And was his own exceeding great reward. (0 si 


Saw you not Mason stand with down-cast eye, 
While great Augustus pass’d unconscious by? (f) 


Tul 


{un) If I have read Mr. Gray’s Letters rightly, I believe he 
neither sought nor wished for royal favour. 1 wish, however, 
that it had been offied to the first poet and the first scholar, of 
the age.—Mr. Gray rose and shone forth, in the full brightness 
of his genius, iz the reign of GzorGe THE Seconp. He was 
appointed Professor of Modern History in the University of Cam- 
bridge, late in life, by the Duke of Grariton the Chancellor; at 
the particular recommendation (as it was strongly believed) of 
Mr. Stonenewer. Mr. Gray however was promoted (if the 
appointment can be called a promotion for such a man) iz the 
reign of GEORGE THE Turrp, 


(o) “* Tam thy exceeding great reward.” 


Genesis, c. 15. V. Te 


(7) The discernment of his Majesty Grorce THE THIRD 


iM poetical merit, is acknowledged in the patronage of Dr. 
Beattie, Author of The Minstrel, and of Mr. Cowper, Author 
of The Task. Mr. Mason must have been overlooked for a 

D 3 particular 
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Til wrapt in terrors of avenging night, 


Fe'starts Macereggor (9) with dilated mi 
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Flave you not seen neglected Penrose (r) bloom, 


q r 9° . 77 ber AG ne 
Then aan unhonour’d.in a villaze tomb 


ji 1 “ep dias Pen | 
Content a curate’s humble path he trod, 


aR Ve 


particular reason, I shrewdly suspect that Mr. Stonchewer (the 
common friend of Mr. Gray and Mr. Mason) could account for 


it, (1794). 


(g)'See the Heroick Epistle to Sir William Chambers, and the 
Hersick Postscripe to the Publick, by Malcolm Macgregor, Esq. 
A friend of'mine has assured me that I am wrong in this conjec- 
ture ..and £ must own thatthe Epistle to Shebbeare, and the Dean 

and, the Squire, attributed to-the same author, have somewhat 
timo she but.not destroyed, my confidence inits probability +, 
The abilities of great men are generally versatile. But as E have 
written the;lines, they shall continue to stand as a tribute of gra= 
titude to.a.man, from ‘whose acknowledged poetry I confess 
myself to have received much delight.: The strains of Muszeus 
and the Druid minstrells have still their charms; and he must 
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have cold feelings who cannot be moved by the simplicity of 
Elfrida. The English Garden, though with a few faults, 
deserves the thanks of every admirer of our national taste, 


(1794). See the Fourth Dialogue of the P,-of Le (1708). 
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¢ The papers of the late Lord Orford (Horace Walpole) may 
possibly throw some light on this subject, (March 1798), 
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To worth untitled would your fancy turn? 
The Muse all friendless wept o’er Mickle’s urn: 
Mickle, who bade the strong poetick tide 
Rol! o’er Britannia’s shores in Lusitanian pride. 

V5 ch OE Fall be @ 
Then I must suit the temper of these times, 


Degraded now to mere Azsforick rhymes ; 


“I 


And last be hail’d in some sagacious page, 

The finest, brightest poet of the age; 

And that with grave solemnity so sad, 

Faith, ?tis enough to make poor Hayley (r) mad. 
No: 


(r) See the Flights of Fancy, gto, by Thomas Penrose, Curate 
of Newbury, Berks. The names of the poems ‘alluded to are 
these, The Helmets, Thre Carousal of Odin, and Madness.— 
He published these Simse/f, and no more; andT speak of these. 
No author should be judged for posthumous works, published dy 
friends, except he ordered them to be published after his decease. 


(s) Witutam Jurius Mick e, a man of genius, and of great 
poetical powers. He translated the Lusiad of Camoens in a free 
paraphrastick manner, but with the spirit of an original poet. I 
never could account for the neglect of so very poetical a work. 


(t) Hayley—Piger scribendi ferre laborem, 
Seribendi recté, nam #¢ multum nil moror.+ 
+ Hor. 1. L, 1. Sat. 4. v.42 
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No: though in vain I may attempt to. please, 


T’ll write with 1 learning what. think with ease. 


W hat ?—from the Muse, by cryhtogamick stealth,(2) 
Must I purloin her. native sterling wealth? 
In 
The notes which Mr. Hayley, who is a very ingenious man 
and a pleasing scholar, has written on his various poems are 
very amusing, and not unfrequently afford much instraction. 
Fad he but learned the art of blotting, he might possibly have 
attained considerable eminence, and preserved it, Butas he isin 
general too feeble, tedious, and insuff erably prolix, (ume boutique 
de verbiage) consequently, &c. &c. See Horace, who has 
pronounced an irreversible sentence on all such perfons stiling 
themselves poets. however volumixous their works may be. 

(wv) See “ The Botanick Garden and the Loves of the Plants, . 
by Dr. Darwin.’ I wish men would peruse the treatise de 
Causis Corrupte Eloquentia,t ‘before they attempt by pretti-’ 
nesses, glittering words, points,’ conceits, and forced thoughts, 
to sacrifice propriety and just imagery to the rage of mere 
novelty... This will always be the case, when writers in prose, 
or verse (if. | maybe. allowed to use Sancho’s phrase a little 
metaphorically) ‘* want better bread than is made of wheat.” 
Modern ears -are absolutely debauched by such poetry as Dr, 
Darwin’s; which marks the decline of simplicity and true taste 
in this country. Jt is to England, what Seneca’s prose was to 
Rome. Abundat dulcibus. vitiis.t 

Dryden and Pope are the standards of excellence in this 
species of writing in our language; and when young minds 


are 
- Printed’ at the end of Tacitus, under the title « Dialogus 


de Oratoribus,” one of the moft Snished treatises of antiquity. 
+ Quintil, lib, 10, ¢. 4 
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In filmy, gawzy, gossamery lines, 

With Jwcid language, and most dark designs, 80 
In sweet ¢etrandryan, monogynian strains, 

Pant for a fys¢i// in botanick pains; 

On the luxurious lap of Flora thrown, 

On beds of yielding vegetable down, 

Raise lust in pinks; and\with unhallow’d fire 


Bid the soft virgin violet expire > («) 


Is it for me to creep, or soar, or doze, 


In modish song, or fashionable prose ? ( y) 


are rightly instituted in their works, they may, without much 
danger, read such glittering verses as Dr. Darwin’s, They will 
then perceive the distortion of the sentiment, and the, harlotry of 
the ornaments. It would also bea happy thing for all naturalists, 
whether poets or writers in prose, if they would in the words 
ef-a true poet, ‘* Look through nature up to Nature’s God!” 
Dr. Darwin is certainly a man of great fancy; but I will not 
cease to repeat, that good writing and good poetry require some- 
thing more. 
Ov yap EV [AECOIO MEITAe 


Aapa ducpaynre Morcdy 
Tw “TITuKovTt Pepesy. 


(x) I would just hint that it is a matter of some curiosity to 


me to conceive, how young ladies are instructed in the terms of 
botany, which are wery significant. 
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T THeHOn tenes hal ane Ah bane et ny 
| buscriptive nonsense in a fancied Abbey; (2) O° 
4 a 


ba 1 a % : : 
Lote anraw VAlaebeee Sas aArMmiwt tata Rn es 
“Jr some VW arkworthian hermit tale endite, 
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my, » n 7 Poet: Tf 
q y mer iar mt enmima RbkpAxea e fyi 
LJP MUSE £ CCMpt SOME gvovel § juil ¢ theme, 


oP Rey Neg Bo eve over Celestina (ee 
bid the bright eye o’er Celestina (zz) stream; 


aad 3 
With 


(y) 1 allude to the poising of sentences, their triads, and 


ether artificial div islons of modern prose, by which the whole 


ee ee se ii gestern beeen 


(sz) Put for almost any ‘modern novel. Mrs. Charlotte 
Smith, Mrs. Inchbald; Mrs. Mary Robinson, Mrs. &c. &c. 
though all of them are very ingeniotis ladies, yet they are too fre- 


implicity and natural al dignity of our English style,is abandoned 
s and lost. 
fal f \ 4 7 si 1 i 7 eed 
@ (zx) Such trash as a vile pamphlet called Kilkhampton Abbey, 
eo Se. Se. Se. im short the whole mugitus Labyrinthi.—Every 
@ : : 
3 age produces similar trash, and this name serves a8 well as any 
a other to matk my meaiting in this place! 
a 
@ 
r 
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quently “whining or frisking in novels, tH! our girk’ heads turn 
wild with impossible adventures, and now arid then are tainted 
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with democracy.—Not so the mighty magician of THE Mys- 
TERIES OF UpoLpPHo,}t bred and nourished by the Florentine 
Muses in their sacred solitary caverns, aiid the paler shrines of 
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Gothick. superftition, and-in all the dreariness of inchantment: 


a poetess whom Ariosto would with rapture have acknowledged, 
as the 


La nudrita 


SS Se ee 


Damigella Trivulzia aL sacro sPuco,* (1796.) 
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PS oR 
With fabled knights, and tales of flighted love, 
Such as our Spanifh Cato (2) might approve? 

In 


I would say a word on Romances or Novels. No man of 
genius or judgment ever despised or negleéted the great masters 
in this useful and alluring species of writing, beginning with 
the Odyssey of Homer. No works can be read with more 
delight and advantage, when theyare selected with difcrimination, 
They animate and improve the mind. Every person should be 
well acquainted with the whole of Cervantes, of Le Sage’s une- 
qualled and unrivalled Gil Blas, and of Tom Jones, (that great 
comick Epick poem) by Fielding. | These perhaps are all) 
which it is xeceffary toread. They afford illuftration to every 
event of life. 


From these, with great caution, we muft pass to later writers. 
Smollett had much penetration, though he is frequently too 
vulgar to please; but his knowledge of men and manners is un- 
queftionable. Of Sterne and Rousseau it is difficult to {peak 
without being misunderstood; yet it is impossible to deny the 
praise of wit and originality to Yorick, or of Captivating elo- 
quence to the philosopher of vanity. Their imitators are below 
notice. I never read the Eloisa without the pathetick exclama- 
tion of Dante. 


Per piti fiate gli occhici sospinse 

Quella lettura, et scolorocci il visos 

Ma solo un punto fu, quel che ci vinse. 
Quando leggemmo, cominciai, 44i lasso, 
Quanii dolci pensier, quanto desio 


Mend costoro al doloroso passo! t 


The Eloisa isa very dangerous book, in it’s commencement, 


and I would particularly warn young persons to avoid it. The 
t Dant, Inf, c. 
book 
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In Travels for the Heart, (4) and not the head, 
From post to pillar, and from board to bed, 

| Thro’ 


; 1 Boag: \ ORY LPP Avaes ern ts ee ' T. Oates a pike ia - 
000K Is now. bevond the reach of any control; butas the character 
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of the author is now fully understood, it’s powe 
28 «considerably diminithed. But to extracét eood out of 


evil, | must observe: it is but just 


ice to the author of it, to acknow- 


jedge, that, (as thebook isso much read and cannot be suppressed, ) 
the result from the’perusal of the whol 


e faken together is this, 
” 1, fF NHArNMots 2 | MmeAcinees fn 118%) 1 5a { re aT “fible 
V5 that perpetua uncasiness, diiguretude, anc Wwrever liDLe 
- Dae) Pads eels cd. pee Die p ast Be Ree 

anisery, are the certain confequences of vice or of fatal miscon- 
duét in any woman however gifted, or as it appears, however 
& he ] Th eign te eee ts cee ere 7 

incult, L think it is impoffible, to deny or dis- 


prove this; but T still-wish the novel had never been written, 
-et us then turn to Clarissa, the work of a man of virtue and 
genus, which is too celebrated for any additional praife. Mrs, 
Charlotte Smith has great poetical powers, and a pathos which 
commands attention. ~ Much knowledge of life and ingenuity 
are seen in Miss Burney; iow Mrs. D’Arblay; but her propen- 
sity to high colouring and broad farce have lessened the effect of 
her works, It is a fatal error in this speciés of writing to over- 
step the boundaries of nature and real life. I cannot descend 
among all the modern farrago of novels, which are too often “re. 
ceiptsto make —s.” Yet I could select a few, which have merit, 
with great pleasure, if it were not foreign to my purpose to en- 
large on this topick. 


re ae ed cs ine gece jobs eee 


ne ern tener ernie 
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I cannot however refrain from giving a just and sensible ob- 
servation from the latest writer on this subje&, in his view of 
Romance;$ an Essay composed rather haftily, and perhaps 
anaccurately, but with all the power of pleafing and happy facility 
of writing so conspicuous throughout his works. Dr. Moore 


See 
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{ Prefixed to Dr. Moore’s Edition of Smollet’s works in 1797. 
page 92. 4 
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Through.climes of various woe the pilgrim lead, 


Till Charlotte droops, and master misses bleed. 
OC DAV EUS. 


If these disgust, to serious cares attend, 
And make serene Philosophy your friend. 
Pen some choice Fragment (c) inthe genuine taste, 
Each pow’r combin’d of wit and learning waste ; 


Smart 


thus expresses himself: ** Modern romances and novels are, or 
*‘ ought to be, a representation of life and manners in the coun- 
‘* try, where the scene is placed. Had works of this nature ex- 
“« ifted in the flourishing ages of the Greek and Roman Repub. 
“licks, and had some of the best of them been preserved, how 
“infinitely would they be relifed at present! as they would 
s give a much more satisfactory picture of private and dome- 
“ stick lifethan is found in hiftory, which dwells chiefly on 


“© war and affairs of state.” (1798). 


(a) The late venerable Earl Camden once Lord High Chan. 
cellor of England, a character of dignity, ability, learning and 
independance,) is said to have learned Spanifly very late in life, 
to read the romances in that language; having exhausted those 
written in English, French and Italian. All the world knows 
that Cato learned Greek at sixty years of age, to read. the 


romances in that tongue. 


(6) Allsuch works as abound in what is cafled in moderna 
jargon, The sublime instinct of sentiment. 
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Smart and concise, with deepest meaning fraught, 
| Neat be the types, and the vignettes high wroughts 
With 


(c) Alluding to the swarm of free thinking and democratical 
pamphlets with which the publick have been pestered. It is 
hoped that the interference of the legislature and the constitu- 
tional exertions of private societies have either lessened their 
number, or deprived them of their malignant intentions. The 


time for difcrimination seems to be come. ‘Toleration’ is fully 
granted to all opinions, subject to the controul of the legislature 
after their publication, in the open courts of law by the verdict 
of a jury, in which true liderty consists. Good order and juk 
authority muft be maintained with vigour and decision, 


But ne is chiefly to be consulted, who, if I may be allowed 
to use the language a little metaphorically, ‘* hath stood 
‘between the dead and the living, and stayed the plague,”’’ 
EpmuNnD BurKE3 greater and brighter in the decline, than in 
the noon day of his lifeand vigour. It would be almoft an 
injury to name the works whereof all Europe rings; but to his 
countrymen they speak with a force not to be resisted. 


OMNES 
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Admonet, et MAGNA testatur voce per umbras, 
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DiscivE JUSTITIAM MONITI, ET NON TEMNERE DIvos. (1794) 


Indeed ona second consideration I think it right to name these 


SS 


werksof Mr. Burke. 1.Refections on the Revolution in France, 
and on the proceedings in certain societies in London relative to 
that event (1790). 2. A Letter toa Member of the National 
Assembly. (17gt}. 3. An Appeal from the New tothe Old 
Whigs in consequence of some discuffions in Parliament relative 
to the Reflections on the French Revolution. (1791.)° 4° A 
Letter 
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With frontispiece to catch the gazer’s eye, 


» 
¥ 


ie 
ae 


reason, the pile; the basis blasphemy: (cc) 
Free 


Letter on the Attack made on him in the EH. of f£.,. by the D. 
of Bedford and the E, of Lauderdale (1796.) 5; Two’ Letters 
on. the proposals for Peace with the Regicide Directory of 
France (1796.) 6. {Posthumous in 1797,) Letterson the conduc 
of our domestick Parties with regard to French Politic eh 
including Observations on the Conductiof the } Minority in the 
ession of 1793. 7. Memorials on French affairs, I7GQ1, 92, and 


‘S Ee 


93---N. B. Lhe remainder of Mr. Burke’s: posthumous writings 
Qo 
nay be expected from the exemplary zeal and: honourable 
attention of his executors, Drs Laurence end Dr. King. ** Stunt 
adhuc'cure hominibus fides et officium; sunt qui defunctorum 
ene 29 ery ey | 
quoque aimicos agant.”’ >. (1797.) 

Whoever warns the living against a mortal distemper, or 
shews the cause of it, and the mode of prevention, and the final 
remedy, may be said to stand, as a guardian angel, between the 
dead and the living. In this sense, EomMunp Burke stayed the 
plague, by his masterly, vigorous, and formidable exposure, te 
the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, of the modern 
French principles and national defolation, in all the fullness of 
their deformity,’and in the terrors of their operation, The 
spear of Ithuriel discovered and displayed Satan in his prope: 
shape. 


(cc). The Ste blaskhemy.—This isthe progress of modern Re- 


publicanism,, The dissolution or rejection of al/ religious 
principle prepares the mind for breaking every bond of esta- 


blithed government, however just. or i eters to introduce 
into practice some new theory of general good: so very genera}, 
us to have nothing to do with the good of the individual. For 
the nature of this GENERAL Goon consult the National Assembly 
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Free from dull order, decency, and rule, 
With dogmas fresh from the Sans Souci-school ; 110 
| With definitions vague and terms mysterious, 
Seeming humility, but tone imperious, 


Mankind’s meek friend, and Nature’s gentle Sage, 


The Priest of Reason inher chosen age; (d) 
Then 
and Convention of France: ** Agri, edificia, loca, possessiones, 


(C@LUM ET MARE pretermiserunt, cetera complexi sunt) publicé 
data, ASSIGNATA, vendita!’ + Mirabeau egaa with thefe memo- 
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rable words: ‘* Si vous voulez une RevoturTion, il faut 


commencer par decatholiciser la France.” 


(d) One of the most extraordinary treatises of this kind, 
is a work in French, intitled, “‘ THe Ruins; or a Meditation 
on the Revolution of Empires; by Mr. Votwney, Deputy to the 
National Assembly in 1789.” It is written with some spirit, and 
not without eloquence in some parts, and abounds with what is 
now called Philosophy. 

The intent of this book is to attack every principle of religion 
inthe heart, even the principles of the religion now termed, 


a tere ere nnn ee te pt er en 
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Natural. Mr. Volney wishes to convince mankind, that every 
pretence to revelation, in every age and in every country, is 
equally false and equally unfounded; and by a jargon of lan- 
guage, and antiquity, and mythology, and philosophy, he labours 
to confound and blend sem a//in uncertain tradition and. astromo- 


a ee 


mical allusions. And all this is attempted to be done, that the 
world may be prepared for the French Revolution, and the prin- 
ciples on which it was effected. In this point he seems to act not 
without reason, as the principles of this revolution are Jaid in the 


Sentence 


rejection of all religion, and were so from the very Jeginning of 


4. Cic. de Leg. Agrar, Orat. 3, 
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Then bending Jow, with equal reverence searc 
The 


z##; though we may be surprised when we are assured, that it is 
** dn age of DELIVERANCE for a great people, andof HOPE FOR 
ALL THE EARTH !!! p. 88. (a) 

The real ignorance of this man, on the subject of true religion, 
is as Conspicuous as the puny literature which appears to support 
his strange doctrines and foolish opinions. Upon the subjeé& 
of what he calls the £liation of religions, (for the French must 
have their new jargon of words in every subject) he says, ** We 
*¢ acknowledge in one word, that all the theological doctrines on 
** the origin of the world, on the nature of God, on the revela- 
**tion of his laws, and the appearance of his person, are no- 
“ thing more than recitals of astronomical facts, and figurative 
‘© and emblematical stories of the play of the constellations!!! (du 
jeu des constellations.) p. 167. I cannot but acknowledge the 
superstition and credulity of mankind in many parts of the world; 
but what Mr. Volnaey would impose upon us, for the truth, ex- 
ceeds the bounds of any credulity ever yet required. Then he 
introduces the systems of idolatry, the worship of the stars, the 
two principles or dualism, (a little more French jargon;) the 
swonde animé and the monde machine, Mofes, Zoroaster, Confucius, 
and Brama: and iaft comes Christianity, The chapter on this 
subject is the strangest ofall, for he declares, that CHRISTIANITY 
consists. in the allegorical worship of the Sun under the cabalistical names 
of Chris-en, or Yes-us or Fesus! !! ** Christianisme ou culte allego- 
és riqne du Solei/, sous les noms cadalistiques de Chris-en ow Yes-us 
“ou Fesust!!? And this is a formidable opponent! this is 


one of the guides to whom we are to give up our prejudices ! 


Read any one of the four Evangelists and give your own 


answer. 
The impudence of Mr. Volney is at least equal to any other 

E power 

(a) I refer to the pages of the French original. 
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portico, and sainted church ; 


Line storied | 


power he possesses, for he requires of his reader on/y the surren 
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der of his common sense, and common understanding, and the 
common principles of any knowledge. Yet he demands the ad- 


mission of al/ his allegories and mystical meanings, (of which, 


in the true French stile, no doubt is to be entertained, ) and thea 
the world isto be emancipated and delivered, From what?— 


From credulity and superstition. Q.E. D. Upon this Mr. 


Volney observes, ‘‘the priests murmur.” I think the laity 
will at least do as much, at the words of this apostle of nonsense, 
blasphemy, folly, and—the rights of mankind, which the French 
never fail to introduce, when they have laid them all prostrate, 
civil, moral, and mental. This is but a specimen of such writers, 
to whom we are to bow as the deliverers of mankind from 
superstition, and the directors of our minds in the ways of truth. 
“* Professing themselves wise they are become fools !” 

The best men are indeed convinced, that the ways and works 
of Providence are inscrutable, and the nature of Gop incom- 
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prehensible; and they lament their own insufficiency. Yet 
they feel themselves bound by the laws of reasoning, and of 
the specifick evidence in every great question divine and hu- 
man. ‘They are best prepared to acknowledge the depth and 


height of eternal wisdom and mercy, and the difficulties of 
taining to this knowledge. They assent to the words ofa man 


rp ee tress eitp eno 


of no vulgar erudition* or mediocrity of talents, when he de- 
clares, ‘* Quantis suspiriis et gemitibus fiat, ut guantulacunque ex 


: >] 
parte /Lossit intelligz Devs! 


— 


I cannot witbhold the following gexeral observations, which 
are rational, important, eloquent, and argumentative. ‘It isa 


very wonderful thing, that a being such as man, placed ona 


ee 


little globe of earth, in a little corner of the universe, cut off 


from 
oy Augustinus, 
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ipl ae 
Till, wheedling round with metaphysick art, 


You 


from all communication with the other systems which are 
dispersed through the immensity of space; imprisoned as it were 
on the spot where he happens to be born; almost utterly ignorant 
Of the variety of spiritual existences, and circumscribed in his 
knowledge of material things, by their remoteness, magnitude, 
or minuteness ; a stranger to the nature of the very pebbles on 
which he treads ; unacquainted, or but very obscurely informed 
by his natural faculties of his condition after death; it is very 
wonderful, that @ deing such as this, should relu€tantly receive, or 
fastidioufly reject, the instruction of THE ETERNAL Gop! Or, if 
this is saying too much, that he should haftily, negligently, or 
triumphantly conclude, that the Supreme Being never had 
condefcended to instruct the raceof man. It might properly 
have been expected, that a rational being, fo circumstanced, would 
have seduloufly enquired into a subject of such vast importance; 
that he would not have suffered himself to have been diverted 
from the investigation by the pursuits of wealth, or honour, or 
any temporal concern; much less by notions taken up without 
attention, arguments admitted without examination, or prejudices 
imbibed in early youth, from the profane ridicule, or impious 
jestings of sensual and immoral men.—Some difficulties will 
undoubtedly remain, and it would be a miracle, greater than 
any we are instructed to believe, if there remained none. Ifa 
being with but five scanty inlets of knowledge, separated but 
yesterday from his mother earth, and to-day sinking again into 
her bosom, could fathom the depths of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of Him, which is, and which was, and which is to come, 
Tue Lorp Gop Atmicuty!” (aa) 

E 2 Before 


(aa) Preface (p. 9 and 13) to the Theological Tracts, in six 
volumes octavo, collected by Richard Watson, D, D, bishop of 
Landaff, 
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You steal Religion from the unguarded heart, 


i And in the see-saw undulating play, 
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The moral chorus dies in words away. 120 


Thence careless saunt’ring in Vacuna’s vale, 


Tune to your listless lyre some Crazy Tale: (/) 


Dash for applause, nor seek a poet’s name, 
Content with scribbling and ambiguous fame ; 


From 


+] 
mn 


informing, every reader, that even Tacitus, (the favourite Gaya 


of many free thinkers, though I know not why) has borne 


testimony to the existence and last sufferings of Jesus Cuxist, 
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under the procurator Pontius Pilate, in the reign of ‘Tiberius. 


* Auctor nominis ejus CuRIsTUs, ia Tiberio i eae. per 
procuratorem Pontium Pilatum, supplicio affectus eratx.” Yet 


we are assured, with an effrontery withouta ‘aratieh thatCuristT, 


or Chris-en is only a cabalistical name of the Sun. So is the name 


/ 


rn 


of Caesar, of Socrates, or of Plato. Are we not ashamed of 
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listening to such writers as Mr. Volney, who address’ us so 
inworthily? Yet this is the manner in which Mr. Volney, and 
uch as Mr, Volney, treat the whole human race, men and 
women, learned and unlearned. The general character of all 
these writers may be expressed ‘in Janguage at once awful and 


true: “ Non est qui judicat vere; confidunt in nihilo, loguuntur 


ee lt enn ae 


yanitates ; conceperunt laborem, pepererunt iniquitatem.” 


the whole school of La 
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t 
From laws of metre free, (which idly serve 
To curb strong genius and it’s swelling nerve), 
In verse haif veil’d raise titillating lust, 

Like girls that deck with flowers Priapus’ bust. (¢) 
Go 


(g) See Ancerica KaurrMan’s elegant print; but itis to 
be remembered that the subje& is purely pte N.B. A 
friend of mine would zasist upon my perusing a long disquisi- 


tion in quarto, on tHe Worsurp oF Priapus, (printed in 


1786) with numerous and most disgusting plates. It has not 
been published, but distributed liberally+, without any in- 
janction of secrecy, to the emeriti in speculative Priapism, as 
one would think. AsT hope the treatise mav be forgotten: I 


shall not name the author, but observe, that all the ordure 
and filth, all the antique pictures, and all the representations 
Er of 


—— 


+1. ¢. By the Dilettaniz Society. The solemnity with which 
the anereeies meet and present their valuable works to the chosen 
few, and the inscription in the blank leaf of each book, are | 
rather ludicrous. The President (of the day) is invested with | 
a Roman Toga in a sort of consular pomp. Before the vote for 
print ing Mr. . ’s Priafus had passed, I should has ve said 
with Roman sternness, had I been present, ‘ I lictor, colliga 
manus §,’ ’—This Roman farce would (and perhaps nay form 
the subject of a legitimate Satire. (1796). The Dilettanti 
Society best know what emblem, modelled in wax, is laid upon 
their table at-their solemn meetings. 
sw GYece 
Discumbuat; necvelari prcvura jubetur : 
Forsitan expectes, ut Gaditana canoro 
Incipiat prurire choro.”’ dX 


ogee 


t The author afterwards named himself, and was very 
with me without any reason. J only did my duty to > the 
7) 


lick.—See P. of L. Dial. 2. v. 57. (Added Aug, 17 
§ Liv. Lib. 1. c¢. ‘26, 
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Go turn to Madan, and in Gos spel truth, 
And Thelypthorick (4) lore instruct our youth: 130 
Some plain positions lay, as simply thus; 


Marriage (2) consists in—actu coiths : 


Laymen 
of the generative organs, in their most odious and degrading 
protrusion, have been raked together and cofulared (for no 


other idea seems to be in the mind of the author) and capulated, 
I say, with a new species of blasphemy. Such are, what J 
would call, the records of the stews and bordellos of Grecian 
and Roman antiquity, exhibited for the recreation of anti- 
quaries, and the obscene revellings of Greek scholars in their 
private studies. Surely this is to dwell mentally in Just and 
darkness in the loathsome and polluted chamber at Caprea. 
Hssays on Landsc:z ape and Gardening may, I hope, purify, 
the mind: and as the author is conversant with Greek writers, 
and is now ata certain time of life, I recommend to him 


a sentence from an author, who perhaps i is not in his catalogue, 
though Mr. 


would be thoughta philasopher ; 
LODie Wwtrov &YVN EOI, ETEITEEL ELDNVIKN. 

(h) See a book entitled Thelypthora, or The Causes of Female 
Ruin: in 3 vols. 8vo,——-Mr. Madan says, “* The crime of adul- 
tery increases among us, insomuch that one would think many 
of the British ladies, either never read their Bibles at all, or else 


only that “edition of it, which was printed by the Company of 


Stationers in the time of Charles the Fir: st, wherein they printed 
the seventh Commandment without the word zop.’? Thelypth, 


Vol. 1. p. 69. 2d edit. 

(i) These expressions, and, some that follow, are taken 
verbatim from the book itself 3 (chap. 1 and 3. 2d edit.) and 
yet there are persons who ea that such treatises should be 
answered seriously, 


NB. If 
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Cae 
Laymen may have ten wives ; poor priests(d)but one : 
Then grow! at British laws in surly tone, 

, That ‘ loving man must grind with loving wife 


In mola asinarvia, during life.” (v7) 

And give with Thickness (£) useful Hints for Health, 
For publick good, though not for private wealth ; 
Like him, to shun the cold embrace of death, 


Inhale in virgin arms ambrosial breath. 140 
Or 


N. 8B. Ifin titis and in a very few other places, I have been 


obliged to introduce expressions rather strong, 1 beg pardon, 
which will be granted by readers who reflect: for it is impos- 
sible to pive an effectual exposure of the unwarrantable and 
scandalous licence of some writers without it. The following 
excellent words will explain my meaning: ** The ancient satirists 
** often used great liberty in their expressions; but their freedom 
** no more resembles this licentiousness, than the nakedness of 
‘fan Indian does that of a common piostitute.”” Hume’s Hist. 
of Eng. vol. vilie p. 33. (Si sic omnia !) 

(77) See Thelypth. vol. 1. p, 117. 2d edit. 

(zi) ** As things are with ws, the poor man must grind in mo/a 
asinaria during life.’ Thelypth. vol. 1. p. 176. 2d edit. 

(£4) Mr. Tuicxness, in his ** Valetudinarian’s Bath Guide,” 
dedicated to the Earl of Suerpurne, now Marquis of Laws- 
DOWNE, has these words, ‘* I myself am now turned of sixty, 
‘‘and in general, though I have lived in various climates,and 
“* suffered severely in body and mind, yet having always fartaken 
“of the breath of young women whenever they lay in my way; 1 feel none 
“‘of those infirmities which so often strike my eyes and ears 
‘in this great city, in men much younger than myself.”? Chap. 
the fifth ; to which Mr. T. has put his own name, and he is rather 
a voluminous author, But, alas! what says a witty Italian; 
** Bella femina che ride, vuol dir, borsa che piange.” , 


E 4 
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Or from the Alps extend to Norway’s rocks, 


With Switzer-R ussico-Kamtschatcan Coxe; (2) 


i 
4 
| 


1 


| Then turn full-fraught from bleak Siberia’s shore, 


And leave us just as kn 1owing as before. 


Or bound with Ban rington in charming spell, 


Of Irish (0) trouts with gizzard stomachs tell ; 


While 
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(2) The Rev. Wittram Coxe, M.A.F.R.S. &c. &c. &c. &c. 
&c. &ce. &c. &c. This author is a gentleman of Jearning, abi- 
lity and information; but he is too prolix and too voluminous. 
mad OY omposuit ocro \ ren umina, z#efré magis quam ineleganter t.” 


A writer of 7 Vravels should tell us what fe has seen or heard 
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himself, -and histories of former times, and insert 
them in his book, or croud it with biographical memoirs of 


deceased great'men. ‘Travels lose their name by #his method 


QoQ 
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of composition, and the siete complain with justice of 
t 


mers 
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the noble art of book-making. Mr, Coxe is a writer of 
great respectability, but my feat of his works passing into an 
example, has extorted this notice from me. I look upon 


it as a duty to the publick, and to the Commonwealth of 
Literature. (1794). 


Fa eer penne at stmerae 
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(o) This alludes to a very ingenious account transmitted to 
1¢ Royal Society in the year 1774, of a strange fish called 


a 


the Gillaroo Trout, with the gixzard-like stomach, * .The first 
“time (says the honourable Mr. Barrincton), I ever 
«« happened to hear of this singular nsh, was from an Irish 
*« Judge, who being on the Connaught Circuit, at Ballynrobe, 


Se ee 


‘*in the county of Mayo, expressed his incredulity with regard 
‘to their existence; but was obliged to pay the common Jrish 
** wager of a rumfz of beef, and a dozen of claret, on three or four 
“* being a ace the next-day from a neighbouring lake.” 


The 


t Sueton. Claud. Sect, 41. 
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Prim Blagden pants, and damns (/) them as he reads, 
AUTHOR 


The honourable 2nd ingenious Mr. B. next proceeds to inform 
the Royal Society, that these gizzard-stomachs are often-served 
up at table in Ireland, (@liich account this R. S. swallows 
with as much ease as it would the trout itself;) but supposing 
that some might be inclined to doubt, he adds, “ I could 
“S corroborate this fact, were it necessary, by she testimony 
‘© of an Irish Archbishop.’ From an Irish Archbishop, by .an 
easy transition, Mr. Barrington introduces an English Fish- 
monger, and declares with great solemnity, ‘* I have shewn 
*¢ the stomach to Mr. Everett of Clare Market, @ very intelligent 
‘¢ fAshmenger, who declares, that though he has cur wf thousands 
‘¢ of trouts and salmons, he never observed any thing similar in 
«¢ the inside !”? See (what are called) Philosophical Transactions 
1774, page 116. Euge, bene, recte. I cannot help saying to 
Mr. B. on this occasion, 


Propera stomachum laxare saginis, 


Et tua servatum consume in secula rhombum, 


Juv. 5S, iv. v. 67. 

The reader will observe the rhetorical beauties in this short 
extract. Mr. B. darts from Ireland to England with incredible 
ate Aly from Ballynrobe to Clare Market; then come in 
long array, incredulous: Irish judges, and rumps of beef, 
with dozens of claret, not tempered, I would swear, with 
water from any trout stream. Next appear Jrish Archbisio/ 
and INTELLIGENT English Fishmongers, (an epithet, by Fi 
ae 


bye, he denies the Archbishop) and all this waste of beautiiut 
i] dD id 
language and deep research is expended to convince the K. ». 
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AUTHOR. 


| Flear me yet once: (oh might these labours end, 
And I to peace and privacy descend !) 150 


Must 


of the existence of gizzard-stomach’d trouts. Yet this R. S. 


mot only receives all this nonsensical ichthyological farrago, 
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but seleczs it for publication gy THEIR Councit. 


Of Mr. Daines Barrington’s talents and erudition I could 
speak, and have often spoken, with great pleasure. But when 
so very learned a man will write, and a Royal Philosephica! 
Socrety will publish such stuff, for the edification of Europe, I 
think it proper to select this (from myriads of late similar pieces 
ef stuff) for publick notice. Men of real learning and abilities 
(and such I acknowledge Mr. Barrington) may henceforth be 
rendered cautious how they commit themselves and the societies 
to which they belong. The R. S. has been, and might again 
be, of national utility and honour; it has my best wishes, and 
therefore J have written this note, (1 794). 


All learned Societies must xow look to their original princi- 
pies, and consider well rhe characters of the candidates who are 


offered for their choice, as associates. If they will not, the 
busts of Newton and of Boyle should be veiled. (1797). 


SOOO GION NOHSHHOSD DOOHOEDOOODOODLOWOSOE SOS 


{#) It is by no means intimated that Docror (I beg pardon) 
Sin Cuartes Blagden (the Secretary to the. R. S. 1794.) is 


given to profane swearing when he is tired on such occasions, 
but such works damn themselves. It cannot be otherwise, till 


s#E Counciy will exert some discrimination, and refuse to 


shelter themselves under their foolish declaration of not 
4 answering 
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Must I, like Chatterton, (q) that varlet bright, (r) 
Rouse some new Rowley (s) from a steeple’s height? 
Like Hardwicke, () shelves with gossip volumes clog, 
Of Baby Charles, and Jemmy’s s/ave and dog ; 


Of 


answering, asa body, for the works they publish. Every society 
must be answerable for it’s own sense or nonsense, *f As A 
BoDY,” unless they choose to inscribe, in large gold letters, 
over their meeting room, ** Corpus stne Pecrore !” (1794). 


(q) I draw my humble information of Chatterton from his 
life in the New Biographia Britannica, though I cannot 
compliment Dr, Gregory on such a meagre performance. They, 
who have time, may read Mr. Tyrwhitt, Mr. Bryant, Dr. Milles, 
Mr. Thomas Warton, and all the tribe of major and of minor 
criticks (of single and of double pinks, as Mr. Sheridan says in 4és 
Critic) on this imfortant subject: but I have read something 
about vite summa brevis &c. &c. and confine myself to the 


general view of this controverfy in Mr, Mathias’s candid and 
comprehensive Essay. (1794). 


(r) “Tam the veriest varlet that e’er chew’d,”’ says Falstaff, 
in Henry IV. Part I. Act 2.—Mr. Horace WaALpoLe, now 
Lord Orford, did not however seem to think it necessary 
that this varlet Cuatrrerton should chew at all. See the 
Starvation Act, dated at SrrawBerry HILL. Vide Gregory's 
Life, as above. (1796). 


(s) As to this strange subject, the worst that can be said of 
it is, ** magno conatu magnas nugas;” but they are trifles 
rather pleasant and instructive. Iam sure Dr. Milles proved a 


pleasant subject forthat chef d’ccuvre, the Archzological Epistle, 
written by Mr, Mason. 


SUSGOI2R8 568, 


15 99GaGeG 00O8S90099009090909090000090080090808990508850050000095000050000880999082050025088SE0OETIEIS2TIIOTLTS 


& 
be 


3 


a 


eat allio a a retinal 


ltt a asinine is 


om | 


ee) 


5 


DPPOHOOOOODO OCOD DHVO OOS HHHHDSSS COOHHOOHSOODGOONODESSOOHOGOOGS HO HHHHHSOoeSoweg 


SS ER EE ER “6 


Sacphie Saaremaa erence a Ce a oe ge 


[ODO HOSOHOSOCOOTOOOOOOOOSOOE 


PSESGDHPGOSHOOOSSGoOOS 


LS 
(a 


LS 
? 


° 


SESO COsHOOCSe 


oe 


20 8@Q0 COC® 


26 3 


Of Lorkin’s (v) diligence for lords’ arrears, 


With trumpery notes of long forgotten peers? 


Shall I new anecdotes from darkness draw, 
That Strawb’ry Horace on the Hill (w) ne’er saw, 
) | 


2 owe | ° f : RONDE 
With wwire-wove («) hot-fress’d paper’s glossy 
aX 


cr 


Blind all the wise, and make the stupid stare; 160 


(4) See the Miscellaneous State Papers, published in 1773, by 
the late Lord Harpwicke, in2 vols. gto. Letters from “ Baby 
** Charles's dear Dad and Gossip, James the First, and his slave 
*fand dog, Steenie Buckingham,” &c. &c. There are however 
some curious and valuable papers in the collection. The noble 
editor was a man of learning. 


(v) Mr. Lorxtn doth use miraculous diligence about your 
‘¢ Lordship’s arrears.” State Papers vol. 1. p63 NOB. ke 
often requires miraculous diligence, even in these days, to get at 
See Mr, Pitt and the Lords of the Treasury; if 
you can get a sight of them. 


one’s arrears, 


I never could, 


(w) The Hon. Horace Walpole, now Lord Orford: the owner 
S 


of the Gothick mansion called Strawberry Hill near Twickenham. 
be Y 
(1796.) 


(x) All books of all kinds are now advertised to be printed 
On a wire wove paper and hot pressed, with cuts, down to the 
Pbilofophical ‘Transactions, (the uniformity of which work is 
destroyed by this folly unworthy of such a Society) and Major 
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CeTh a 
Or on imperial foolscap with vignettes 
Engrave, like Staunton, my Chinese Gazettes ? 


Or 
Renwevu’s learned Memoir on Hindostan; as if the intention 
were, that they should be looked at, and not read. As to the fury 
for prints and cuts, | would observe, that the folly and rapacity 
for gain in some booksellers, have degraded many works of 
established fame, and subjected some learned editors to unmerited 
ridicule. I feel for the injury and injustice which a gentleman, 
I mean Mr. Curistian, Professor of the Laws of England at 
Cambridge, and Editor of Blackstone’s Commentaries with 
valuable notes and illustrations, and who has well deserved from 
his profession, suffered on this occasion. . It was a transaction 


shameful and unjustifiable. 


As to the wire-weavers or drawers of paper and hot-pressers, 
J must say to the publick, in the indignant words of Apuleius, 
* Quousque frustra pascetis zynigenos istas??’ (a) Surely this 
foolery Must soon cease, 

I wish every author who prints and publishes 47s ow works 
On 2 wire-wove paper, glazed and hot pressed, would imitate the 
honesty of the late Sir William Chambers, Knight of the Polar 
Star, who says, in a letter to Voltaire, which accompanied his 
wonderful book on Oriental Gardening; “ It contains. (says 
** the knight) bestdes a great deal of nonsense, two very pretty prints 
by Bartolozzi.”’ Euros. Mag. for Sept. 1793.—While this note 
was printing, I was informed that Coxe upon LyTTLEToON 
with HarGrave’s Norss, is advertizing to be published on a 
aire wove faper and hot pressed. This folly, by such a proceed- 
ing, must surely sign it’s own death-warrant. I wish however, 
that some of our Statutes at Large could be a little wire-drawn 
and hot pressed by a Committee of Parliamentary Printers and 
Compositors. (1794.) 


(2) Apuleii Metamorph. L. 7. pag. 157. Ed. Bipont. 1788. 
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[ 8-7] 
Or must I, asa wit with learned air, 
Like Doctor Dewlap, (y) to Tom Payne’s (z) repair, 
Meet Cyril] Jackson (a2) and mild Cracherode, (4) 
?Mid literary gods myself a god ? 
There 


(y) Put for any portly Divine, “ né pour la digestion,” as 


La Bruyere would say. ‘The reader will supply one to his fancy. 
But he must not imagine, that I mean mere London Divines, fre- 
quenters of routs, plays, operas, Bond-street, and Kensington 
Gardens, or chatterers in booksellers shops, as the representa- 
tives of the British Clergy, who, as a class of men, are in general 
distinguished for literature and philosophy, and for manners 
correspondent to their profession. (1794). 


(z) Not that infamous wretch Zou Paine the Democrat, 
whom we all execrate, and who 1s now, with or without a head 
in France, I hope in the late fashion of that country (in 1794);— 
but ‘one of the best and honestest men living, the very respectable 
Mr. Thomas Payne Senior, to whom as a bookseller, learning is 
under considerable obligations. I mentionthis Trypho Emeritus 


with great satisfaetion. 


(a) The present Dean of Christ-church, Oxford, exemplary 
for his diligence and learning “‘ iz our University,” as the Dean 


loves to talk. (1794.) 


~~ 


/b) The Reverend Crayton Cracnerove M, A. Student 
of Christ Church Oxford, and one of the Trustees of the British 
Museum. A rich, learned, and most amiable man (to use the 
words of the son of Sirach) “ furnished with ability, living 
peaceably in his habitation.”” His library is allowed to be the 
choicest in old Greek and Latin authors, of any private collection 


in this country, 


[ 


1ere make folks wonder at th’ extent of genius 


79 J 

Tl 

in the Greek Aldus or the Dutch Frobenius, 

And then, to edify their learned souls, 

Quote /leasaunt sayings trom The Shippe of oles. 170 

Hold! cries Tom Payne, that margin let me measure, 

And rate the separate value of each treasure. 

Eager they gaze: Well Sirs, the feat is done; 
Cracherode’s Poéte Princifes (cc) have won:” 

in silent exultation down he sits, 

With well be-Chaucer’d Winkyn-Wordian wits. 

Or shall I thence by mock-appointment stop, 

And joke with Bryant at his Elmsly’s shop? 

And hear it whisper’d, while I’m wondrous pliant, 

“DPwas Docror Dew/af spoke te Mister Bry ant. (d) 

OCTAVIUS. 

(cc) ‘The famous edition, by H. Stephens, of the principal 

Greek rissa ek Poete Greci Princifes, Ali literary men, 

from the little Reverend Bibliopolish Dr. Gosser, well known 

at sales, to the humblest collector, understand this farce of 


saargin-measuring, and the profit of it.. See also P. of L. 
Dialogue 4. 


(2) When I name Mr. Bryant, it is a sufficien it eulogy. But 
the reader is referred to his character in the Second Dialogue of 
this Poem, 
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i OCTAVIUS. 


el was he, who in this sapient age, 
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1 Le arming” Sr 


<i 


varied cares the mind enga 


| ieee 9 


Stood up self-taught, and in mankind’s defence 


Pray’d for Professors of plain common sense. 


But say, what think you of the tragick Stage? (dd) 
AUTHOR. 
No: you'll excuse me there, I know this age. 
What ? 


(dd) As to the modern Comedies of the day by Mr. Reynolds, 
below criticism. Farce and 
The players and J, 
I wish our present 


and the rapid School, they are 
O’Keefe have seized upon the stage. 

thank heaven, are no friends.” (1797-) 
writers would consider with attention the emphatick words of 


the Duke of Buckingham in his Essay on Poetry. 


‘* But to write Plays! why, ‘tis a bold pretence 
‘© To judgment, breeding, wit, and eloquence; 


ee Nay more; for they must look within, to find 


«¢ Those secret turns of nature in the mind; &c. &c. &c. 


The author of The Heiress remembered this. It is the produc- 


tion of a man of fashion, delicacy, wit, and judgment. 
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[ 8: ] 
What >: from the French (e) Aristotelian school, 
Must I plan Tragedies by line and rule? 
To the high Gods address my first ae 
Vhen bid the press my hidden worth reveal ; 
While round.my temples many a tendril plays 


Of owlish ivy with the Mevian bays: 


And closé in mournful pomp the tragick fear, 


Though Jephson (¢c) scarce can gain the publick ear? 


O CeTeA'V TUS 


Still there are works which lead to sure renown, 


In the lay habit, or the sacred gown’; 


Will stamp your credit at an easy price, 


Learn’d and ingenious, (@) or a Vir Clariss : 


Take 


(¢) ‘There. are some deep criticks who read Aristotle in French, 
and quote him in Greek.—I know not what to’ say xoqw: the 
French have proscribed Corneille, Racine, &c. 

(cc) vee — Author of Braganza, The Count of pata 
Acc. My wish is 1S : ; 

Gitide munus 
Cecropio rsreTar cothurno.+ 


But ho more dull ** Roman Portraits” in 4to, 


+ Hor, Lib..2.°Ods 1. v. 11. 
F 
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Take Markham’s Armorie, (e) John Taylor's ‘Scul- 
| ler,< 6) 
Or Sir Giles Goosecap, (¢). or proverbial Fuller; 200 


With 


(¢) Any person who communicates even a single note, however 
silly or whimsical, to the modern editors of Shakspeare, is stiled 
the learned and ingenious, Mr two stars**; the title of Vir Claris- 
simus iS appropriated to the Commentators on the Greek and 
Roman classicks, and often with the same propriety. 


DQODODIOWDOOHS DDOOHOSSHOHODGOODCOCOD LHYH9DSHOHHHE DHSS OOOOHOOGSOOHOHOOSOOOHHOOHH DS H OHHH SH O0GSowwass 


(¢) The names of some few books of that vast system of 
Coglionerie, or ‘* Gorgeous Gallery of Gallant Inventions,” 
which is called forth to illustrate our old dramatick writers. It 
is high time that the reader of sense should see what may be called 
in the old language, “ THE UNTRUSSING OF THESE HUMOROUS 
eriTIcKs,” namely, the Commentators on Shakspeare, from 
George Steevens, Esq. downwards. 

“* Ces propos, -diras tu, sont bons dans la Satire, 

** Pour égayer d’. abord un lecteur qui veut rire: 

** Mais il faut les prouver. En forme. J’y consens, 

‘* Repons mois donc, Docteur, et mets toi sur les bancs. 

“ Qu’est CE Qu’? uN COMMENTATEUR ?”’f 


a ee ES ee ee ee ON 


What is a Shakspearean Commentator? a specimen. of the 
notes will best: explaiaythe name, dignity, and import. I shall 
therefore begin. ‘Fhe, extracts will be as plenty (and as 
valuable). as blackberries; though Edo not-give my, reasons upon 
compulsion. Sir John Fajstaff’s advice is good. 

The firft chapter of Markham’s Booke of Armorie is intitled, 
‘¢' The difference between Charles’ and Gentleman;” and it 
ends thus: :* From the offspring of Gentlemanly Japhet 

came 
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[ 83 J 
With Upton, Fabell, Dodypoll the nice, 


Of Gibbe ourcat, (2) white Devils, or (44) Old Vice; 
Then 


“came Abraham, Moses, Aaron and the Prophets, &e. &c.;3 
** also the King of the right line of Mary, of whom that 


“only absolute Gentleman Fesus was born, gentleman by his 


“‘mother Mary, Princesse of coat armour, &c.”’ Reader, 
Mr. Steevens and Dr. Farmer will tell you ‘¢ a// this is soz” and 
you will find it quotEp too, Hen. V. vol. ix. p. 441, edit. 
4793; though you may begin with a staring doubt. 

(f) John Taylor thus dedicates his Scul/er; ** To the whole 
“* Kennel of Antichrist’s Hounds, Priefts, Friars, Monks, and 
“ Jesuits, Mastiffs, Mongrels, Islands, and Bloodhounds, Bobs 


“© tail’d Tykes, &c. &c. &e. 

(g) Old plays intitled, “ Sir Giles Goosecap, Banks’s Bay 
** Horse in a trance, Pierce Pennyless’s. Supplication to the 
*¢ Devil, Webster’s White Devil, The Merry Devil of Edmonton, 
“* &c. &c. &c. 3” in short, toute la diablerie dramatique. 

(4) Of Gibbe our Cat.—Falstaff says, ** Tam as melancholy 
‘Sasa Gippe Cat.” H. IV. p. 1. a.i.sc.2. On this the 
Commentators are right pleasant. Dr. Johnson begins, «© A 


Gibbe cat means, J Anow not why, an old cat.”” Dr. Percy informs 
us next, that a Gib-catin Northamptonshire, means a He-cat, 
which in some parts of England is called a ram-cat, and im 
Shropshire, a tup-cat. ‘Then follow other wise criticks, and last’ 
of all appears Mr. Thomas Warton, who brings a train of 


authorities on this important question, shewing oa Gib is short 
for Gilbert, and Tib for Tibert ; 4ow Jack is appropriated to 2 
horse, and Tom toa pigeon: ctw Chaucer, in his Romaunt dé 


pAje as por epee iene 


ja Rose, mentions Gibbe our Cat, towhich Tib was synonimous, | 
as it is at this day; bea we read in** Gammar Gurton’s Needle” i 
F 2 (which 
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Then lead your readers many a precious dance ; 

. Cap’ring with Banks’s Bay Horse in a Trance : 

The 


Jet Sa He Py ° v , : : 
(which is a right pleasant, witty and merry cotmedy, written by 


Mr. S. Master of Arts) viz. ‘“* Hath no man’stolen her ducks, 
or gelded Gipse her cat?” Upon ‘which “Mr. Warton’ very 


gravely observes, “« the composure of a cat; is almost character- 
istick, and J know not, (see Dr. Johnson’s words above) whether 
there i$ not a pe is jor solemnity in the gravity of a He-Car.” Mri 
Steevens says, “* A Gib Cat isa cat gualified for the seraglio; 
“for allvaniozals: so mutilated become drowsy or melancholy.” 

Mr. Warton and Mr. Steevens have left it a matter of doubt 
whether their own drowsiness and gravity, and that of their brother 
commentators, was in consequence of &c. &c. &c. (See Abuly 
haragi’s great) Babylonish chapter, ‘* De. Semiramide,, Sapi- 
‘ enlious eyus et Eunuchis, &c.’’) To be sure they, do sympathize 


1 


vith. Gammar Gurton,-and her poor unfortunate, Gibbe-Cate 


DDOTOOSHOD OOOOH HHYSOGEHAHOTSSSSTOOSOOHOSOOOHSOSOOOHOOOH TS H OHHH SOdESOMWELS 


For my own part, I neither can, nor. (if I could) would, 


3 
be “3 


omentons question; and will only add, (without 
east melancholy or drowsy myself) in the words 
imparted a manly vigour to the Roman Muse, 
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(42)° OLp Vice was a personage very frequent in our ancient 


4 


comedies, I beg leave to present my reader with a part, (and 
a very short part) of Mr. Upton’s account of him. °** .Old 
‘s Vice was a droll character in our old plays, accoutred with 
a cap, a pair of asses ears, aoe a dagger of lath. 


his. buffoon character was used to make fun with the devil, 
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‘¢and he had several trite expreisions,-as, **.I’°ll be with you 


“‘inoa trice—ah hah, boy, are you there ? &c.”’ and this was 
t to the audience to.see their eld enemy sa 
belaboured 
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The Housewife’s Jewel read with care exact, 


Oo . 
O5 


Wit from old Books of Cookery (z) extract: 
Thoughts to stew’d prunes and kissing comfits suit, 


r, 1 Na a oo alae ee ee ‘ HH 
Or the potatoe, (4) vigour stirring root ; I 


And 
PANG 


* belaboured in effigy. Vice seems to be an abbreviation of 
“« Vice-devils as Vice-roy, Vice-doge, &c. and THBREFORE called 
<‘ very properly Tue Vice. He makes very free with his master, 
‘like most other Vice-roys or Prime-ministers, so THAT he is 
*¢ the devil’s Vice or Prime-minister. And (adds Mr. Upton) 
* this it is which makes him so saucy.’? Extract from Mr. Upton’s 
note on Rich. If. act. iii. sc. 1. N. B. I make no doubt but the 
reader will observe the beautiful compliment to monarchy and 
aristocracy’ most /ogically deduced. This perfonage has been 
much patronized of late in France, where every species of 
Vice, old’ or new, is exercised and used ** without any 


E) 


** abbreviation,” to speak with Mr. Upton. 


(2) Books of Cookery.—I am afraid that these extracts will 
prove what Decker, in his Guf’s Horubook, calls, ** The finful 
Suburbs of Cookery.”? Mr, Collins, (in his Poraroz-note, 
at the end of Troilus and Cressida) extracts without a blush, 
from the Good Housewife’s Jewel, a receipt with all the | 
ingredients AT FULL LENGTH, “ To make a@ tart that is a 


€° COURAGE toa man or woman.” And this is but a specimen, 


Non more probo; cum carmina /émbum 
dutraut, et tremulo scalpuatur ubi intima versu.t 


beers: Sat. 1) v.20. 
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And then returning from that antique waste, 209 


—— 


Be hail’d by Parr,(/) rue GuipE OF PUBLICK TASTE. 


| _ AUTHOR. 


(4) The commentators on Shakspeare are peculiarly, and 
even zealously, studious in minutely explaining and declaring all 
the various modes and receipts, which the age of the Virgin Queen 
afforded, or recommended for the service of the Queen of Love 
and soft desire. Whole pages are absolutely filled with venereal 
provocatives, with the power of kissing comfits, stewed prunes, 
the virtues of /oratves, eringo root, &c. &c. Must these comments 
be stiled the ** Pauca suo Gallo que wel legat ipsa Lycoris?’+ I 
Sometimes doubt what book I have in my hnd. These fair 
editors “ give all they can, nor let us dream the rest.?. Mr. 
Steevens in his advertisement to the edition of Shakspeare in 
1778, seems to have had his scruples on the subject of these pious 
prunes, and virtuous bulbs; ‘* Such (says he) as. would be 
acquainted with the #ropriety of Falstaff’s allusion to stewed prunes, 
Should xot be disgusted at a multitude of instances, &c. &c. &e,”’ 


Some folks are very Sagacious, and cry out first; but it will not 
do. 


a a a a ee cp Sine perpen enone ohne Tastes 


After a very long note on steqved prunes, by Mr. Steevens, 
vol. v. p. 375. edit. 1778, and vol. viii. p- 529, Edit. 1793, 
(which see and read,) The Reverend Doctor Farmer adds, very 
properly, “*that Mr. Steevens has so fully discussed the subject 
S* of stewed prunes, that one can add nothing but the price;” 
(Right:—Aoc defuit unum Fasricio: t) and. therefore adds the 
Reverend Doctor, in a piece called Bauks’s Bay Horse in a 
Trance, 1595, * we have a stock of wenches set up with 
** their stewed prunes, nine for a tester.” At other times 

these 

+ Virg. Ecl. 10. v. 2. t Juv. Sat, 4. Fabricius, i. ¢. 
George Steevens, Esquire. 
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AUTHOR. 


W hat ?—must I enter the dramatick course ; 
Burst through the countless squadrons foot and horse ? 


Fe 4 All 


these subjects are explained in the learned languages, for 

the use of scholars, as in vol. iv. p. 211, edit, 1778, and in vol, 

iv. p. 80, edit. 1793, by Mr. Steevens. ‘* Urticze marinze 

** omnes pruritum quendam movent, et acrimonia sua VENEREM 

“* sopitam et extinctam excitant.” Johnston Hist. Nat. de Exang. 

Aq. p. 56. I protest I sometimes think these reverend or 

irreverend commentators are about to change sexes, or have done 

so, and set up for (what Milton in his Apology for Smectymnus | 
calls) «* Old Prelatesses with all their young Corinthian Laity.’’ i 
I wonder we have never yet had The Beauties of Mr. Steevens, 

of The Reverend Doctor Farmer, of Mr. Collins, (the potatoe- 


critick,} &c. &c. as a convenient manual for young or old 
men, who would be young. Mr. Collins has given the publick 
four pages in 8vo. small print, on the astonishing virtues of 
POTATOES, (a tempest of provocation) printed by themselves at 
the end of Troilus and Cressida. This useful note would have 
been placed with better grace at the end of “+ Love's Labour 
sh. Fash.” 


merino ee 


It is indeed matter of great and offensive scandal to obtrude Hi 
such refuse and filth upom THIS NATION, and upon ALL the 
countries. in the East and West who read Shakspeare’s works. 
It is highly injurious to make Shakspeare the vehicle of so it 
much obscene trash, raked together from old plays, old cookery | 
books, and trumpery novels. But, I am told, the poet must be 
illustrated. In these ‘particulars, Mr. Steevens, Dr. Farmer, 
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All that for Massinger and Beaumont fight, 
But leave their authors in a wretched plight; 


Froni 


Mr. Collins, and Mr. (I know not whom) may as well /ustrate 
the latter part of the fourth book of Lucretius, The corruptions 


of our nature are the most mortifying comment. They need 
neither incitement nor 7/ustration. 


Whoever considers, seriously or politically, the dominion of 


Just and lewdness, and the wide-wasting desolation and irreversible 
misery which they throw among the defenceless and much- 
suffering sex, left to destitution, and difease, and poverty, and 
despair, and contempt, and barren sorrow; will be cautious how 
he adds even one unnecessary or heedless incitement to this overbearing 
fury. A man of sense, if not of morality, in remarking on all 


such passages as I have noted, and many others, would content 
himself with saying, “* This or that passage contains an indecent 
allusion not uncommon in the novels or plays of the time;” or 
at least wou!'d be satisfied with a single instance to shew ir. 
Whatever is more than this, cometh from a source which is not 
good. At present, there really should be az expurgatory index 
to THE Bes? edition, (and in many respects it is the best} of 
Shakspeare, before it is put into the hands of ladies and the 
younger part of the readers of Shakspeare. I bélieve there is 
not one reflecting scholar in this learned kingdom, who will not 
join in this and in the following criticisms on the present subject, 


whether the criticisms are severe, jocular, or indignant. 
Carminaque Aonidum, yusTamMQuE probaverat IRAM!+ 
(/) TThe Reverend Doctor Parr, in his dedication of “ Tracts 


& 


& of Warburton and a Warburtonian, &c,” (reprinted in 


+ Ovid. Metam, L. 6, v. 2. 


PAPA & PESOS wre ager 
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1789) note 8. p. 150, has most kindly pointed out to such 


ee = res 1) Se +waepeel 4 14 RA ES os aalgs 
undiscerning toe as myself, that ** Aalone, Reed, Farmer, 
on 
“6 and Tyr whitt, have come forward as THE GUIDES OF THE 
S a = ane 4 P| &¥ leas C y 
Sc Ppt ier Ty Te.” To be sure he has added, Mr. Steever ‘- 


< 


q 


“ the sao ans Burke, and ‘in his critical capacity, Dr. 
‘¢ Jounson.” But even in this latter part I muft remark a 
strange coalition, With the names of Burke and Fobnvon who 
can place a third modern in the same aly Of Mr. Steevens’s 


classical erudition and ingenuity much might be said: yet all 


y 
of 


which he has acknowledged as 4s ow writing, consists of notes 


on Shakspeare. Every one must regret that the History of 
lef ly 


English Poetry was leit unfinished by it’s lamented and deeply 
learned author: and as to his brother Joseph’s pleasant Common- 


Place Book.on Pope, it was always amusing to me. ie ale Rea 
the title of Guides of the Publick Taste is ait to Maione, Reed, 
Farmer, (and Tyrwhitt, ) who are note makers alone by profession, 
I find myself constrained to look into my English Dictionary 


for the meaning of the words, guide and taste, 


Indeed I have often reas how so deeply learned a scholar 
as Mr. TyRwuHitTTt ever suffered himself to be enrolled with these 
note-makerson Shakspeare. But the Leader of them has a tonowe 
to flatter and wheedle. Homer explains it best: Tlappacss 
nr exAse voov tuxz Tep Qpoveovrwy. In this manner the name of 


SAMUEL JOHNSON Was iaseparab/y associated with that of Georg: 


I have selected this passage from Dr. Parr’s splendid dedication 
these Warburtonian Tracts, in which a man, in the vigour 
of his faculties and strength, has not thought it unbecoming 
his character to attack, like a puny whipster, the established 


dignity 
gnity 


Bar Aa 
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And then desert ( (#2) him of his store bereft. 


Oh 


dignity of departed excellence; and with unbridled licence of 


Janguage has endeavoured to invade the retreat and the repose 
of a most learned and venerable prelate, t+ now zn full age and 
hoary holiness. I speak with feeling of such a conduct, and I 


speak with the feelings of a man; for what is a mere scholar 
and a quoter of Greek, when he forgets the man? I trust Dr. 


Parr has severely felt the’ unmeaning vanity and silly cruelty of 


calling forth again to publick notice these tracts, which their 
authors long wished to give up to oblivion. Leland, and the 
great and truly good and liberal fortin, might have been as ably 
defended at another time and in another place, 


f cannot be repaid for such indecent conduct by the amusement 
I receive, (touse Dr. Parr’s cave words) ‘* from the lucky and lucia 
** intervals between the paroxysms of (Dr. Parr’s) polemick phrenzy 5 
“* from all the laughable and all the leathsome singularities which float 
** upon the surface of his (Dr. Parr’s) diction; nor can I hang quite 
“© fondness and admiration ower the cro waded, yet clear and luminous, 


4 


** galaxies of imagery diffused through (Dr. Parr’ works; Pp. 153,” 


> 
&ec. &c. But if I should quote any more of such words, the 
reader would take the Doctor’s Greek for English and his 
English for Greek, and be apt to cry out with honest old 
Doyley, in the farce of Who’s the Dupe ? (which I am not, but 
the Doctor may know who is,) * I'll be curs’d if this is English.” 


Indeed [ have no more time or place to allot in this Firs¢ 


iis aarp EE aR RS a a SSE TT 


Dialogue of my Poem to Dr. Parr.—I refer my reader to the 
Third Dialogue in which the. Doctor makes a more publick and 
distinguished entry. 


Sa Se eT 


CHLdove 


(~) There are men now in great vogue who will feel the 
force of these two lines, (17g4.) 


t Dr. Hurp, Bishop of Worcester. 
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Oh injur’d Patron of our noblest bard! 


[ 92 


Capell, (x) receive this tribute of regard, 
And may this honest verse to life and light 
Call forth thy name, and vindicate thy right. 220 


Must 


(z) Mr. Capext, the Editor, I call him she Patron + of 
SHAKksPEARE. This gentleman was of a singular turn of mind, 
perhaps a little too minute, but of a curiosity unbounded and 
insatiable. They who are acquainted with his critical writings 
on Shakspeare, and his accurate researches into this species 
of antiquity, and who have considered and estimated 4is 
edition of the poet, will not scruple with me to pronounce him, 
The Father of all Jegitiate Commentary on Shakspeare. ‘To this 
gentleman’s intimacy, and to the knowledge of his most learned 
investigations, were admitted men whom I forbear to name. 
But mark the consequence. His edition was condemned, or I 
should rather say, damned by those, who in the poet’s own 
words, 


* To his unguarded nest, like weafel eriticks, 
Came sneaking, and so suck’d his princely eggs.’ f 


And when the Scuoon of SHAKsPEARE in 3 vols. 4to was 
published (alas! after his death) we were told forsooth that 
we had nothing to learn on the subject—I am pleased however, 
to see that Mr. Capell’s Preface is admitted into the new edition 
of Shakspeare, in Firrgen volumes. It will not be too much to 
hope for an edition in Fifty volumes quarto, printed on a wire- 
avove pater, glazed, and hot pressed. 


+ The 6 ITpocrarevwy. 


+ Hen. V. Act. 1. Sc. 2. 
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Must I for SHAKSPEARE no compassion feel, 
Almost eat up by commentatin 


On 


(o) Tfope the reader will not be displeafed with a short 
obfervation on this ate me ane ass was born in the 
year 1564, and died on the 23d of April in 1616, on his birth- 


a It was not until full seve years after his death, that his 
plays were jirs¢ collected and pubireined together in folie, in 


the year 1623, by two of his principal friends in the company 


of comedians, Hemminge and Condell. They likewife corrected 


a second edition in’ 1632. It may seem strange to us, but it is 


true, that zo other edition of his works was attempted till ezghty- 


two years after that nk when in the year 1714 a ¢hird edition 
was published by Mr. Rowe with very few, if any, corrections, 
Pope, Theobald, Hanmer, Warburton, Capell, Johnfon, 


Steevens, and Malone, have fince that time given new editions, 


bt 


Vir. Steevens, in the year 1766, published a particular edition 
in four volumes in 8vo. of all the plays which were printed in 4to 
in Shakfpeare’s life time, or before the Reftoration. It is printed 


verbatim from the old copies, and is curious and valuable. 


Mr. Steevens asserts unequivocally, that ‘* #0 proof cam be given 
- Pee 7 ) 4 i]; } 4 
that the poet siperintended the jublication of any one of these himfelf.”’ 


Pref. vol. i. p. 14. If this be true, as | believe,, what can any 


t 
editor arrogate to himfelf concerning the gezwine text of this 


great poet? I am not {peaking of coujecfura! criticifm, and of 


rf 


an accurate revifion of the Rangedadisag which is of real confe- 


quence, but of the actual qoerds themselves, as written by Shak- 
anes ares The original players, Hemminge and Condell, were 
yO 


1 pofleflion of the only MSS. which were extant at the very 


@ 


1 


time when the plays were firft acted; and it is probable that the 
nlay-house manuscript copy was the enly one to which they could 
+ ¢ < - d 

refer 
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On Av 


on 
By fell Slack Letter Ea in pieces’ torn; 


Dogs that from Gothick kennels eager start, 


© © 


’s banks-I heard Acrmon (f#) mourn, 


ec 


refer; and no MSS. whatsoever existed after that time. Shake 
speare appears wholly to have neglected or despised reputation 


in succeeding ages. Itis forthis age to. amuse itself with schools 


and galleries, and without blame, in my opinion. 


{(p) Videre canes *~ primusque-Melampus 
Pamphagus, et Dorceus, velox cum fratre Lycisca, 
Ichnobatesque sagax, et villis Asbolus atris, 
Nebrophonosque valens, et trux cum Lelape Theron, 
Labres et Agriodos, et acutz vocis Hylactor, 
Quosque referre mora est, Ea turba curIDINE PRED, 
Qua via difficilis, gudgue eff via nulla, sequuntur. 
Jett famulos fugit 1pse suos: ‘clamare libebar, 
Act#on Egosum; DominumM cognoscite VEsTRUM: 
Vellet abesse quidem—sed ADEST. Ovid. Metam. lib. 3. 
N. B. It is conceived that this canine metamorphosis of the 
Commentators on Shakspeare, will be received in a pleasant 
point of view without offence; for [ muft speak it to the credit of 
our English blark letter dogs, that, upon the whole, there is more 
harmony among them, (a few cases excepted) than among the 
dogs that worried Greek and Roman authors in former times. 
J surely may be excused for this canimity, if Mr. Bryant himself 
has been allowed to declare, without censure, that Kuves signify 
“Or‘Tepeis : though certainly rhe Hzerarchy are infinitely indebted 


to him for thedifcoyery. Bryant’s Mythol. vol. i. p. 329, 
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So tender to the Paphian notes they move, 
And scem as they were only born Sor (94) love. 

Hark, Johnson (r)smacks his lash; loud sounds 
Mounted in rear see Steeyens Whipper-in, [the din: 


Rich 


(7) The singularity of this term Coney catching,” (which 
is the only reafon of my introducing it) called for my attention; 
aS no treatises or farces, or whatever they may be, are more 
appealed to by the commentators, than ‘* Greene’s Art of Coney- 
** Catching; Greene’s Ground work of Coney-Catching; Greene’s 
“* Diiutation between a He Coney-Catcher and a She Coney- 
** Catcher.” As my poor library will not affordthese valuable 
books, I profess myself still ignorant of this ancient art of Coney- 
Catching, and-therefore am by no-means fit fora commentator ; 
yet the reader may perhaps think me fit for writing a note or two 
upon these ‘* SNAPPERS UP OF UNCONSIDERED TRIFLES.’”* 
Udo not agree with Mr. Steevens that Coney-catching means 
the art of picking pockets; (see his note on the words ¢ Silly 
** Cheat,”? vol. iv. p. 368; ed. 1778.)—except there is. any 
pleasant allusion, by anticipation, to some late editions of 
Shakspeare. My poor pockets cannot keep up with these rising 
demands upon them. S1x Pounps Firreen SHintines!! for 

the last edition of Shakspeare, and without any binding! I cry 
you mercy, my good Master Steevens; think of us poor poets, 


(qq) ** They of love and love’s disport 
Treat LARGELY, of their mutual guilt the seal.” 


Milt. P. L. 


See the Comments on Shakspeare, as above: assim: through 
the whole edition. 


* Winters Tale, a. 4, sc. 1. 
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Rich with the spoils of learning’s Black domain, 


And Guide supreme o’er‘all the tainted plain. 232 
o! first Me/ampus (s) Farmer deftly spring 


Li S, 
(Walter de. Mapes (rt) his sire) the welkin rings : 


Stout 


(r) SamuEt Jounson, L. L.D. The reader muf know 
enough of this Huntsman, his green velvet cap, and brown brafs 
buttoned coat, and his churlish chiding of every hound that 
came near him, &c. &c. at least itis not Jemmy Boswell’s fault 
if he does not.—Johnson and Boswell; Avurov xas Oepacrovra! 
But zew we moft all regret the loss of the chearful, the pleasant, 
the inimitable Biographer of his illustrious friend. 


Wt 
Dr. Johnson’s comments on Shakspeare are never sullied and 
contaminated with inure explications of indecent passages. 


He bears no token of those sable streams, 


But mounts far off among the swans of Thames.§¢ 
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In whatever Dr. Johnson undertook, it was his determined 
purpose to rectify the heart, to purify the passions, 
“* ardour to virtue and confidence to truth.” 


to give 


(s) Melampus signifies a dog with black feet. He is suppoied 
to have run over the town and county of Leicester, 


a ete ep ee 


but never i 
could be persuaded +o sive any account of it.t—This dog scented 


out 
Teper pore rrecpemaeeestiee reels hee Hoy doses YA E O6 Gio'y ewe! 
§ Pope Dunc. L. 2. v. 297. 


_+ I lament that Dr. Farmer never published his intended 
History of Larcesrer, I lament it, bute I do not reprobate 
the Doctor, as he behaved in a gentlemanly manner when he 
declined procecuting that work, which is a real loss to the 
anuquary and the Jover of topography, 
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Stout Gloucester (#) mark in Pamphagus (v) advances 


Who never stood aghast in speechless trance; 


“i iE i ee 
ihe sage Ichnobates (w) see 


Malone Hylactor {x ) bounds, a clear-voie’d imp; 


1 4 : 4 a 24 . 

sut the Learning of Sh Kspeare with true and original Sagacity, 
’ t >a) . rr: Le b Whol ext - Bie 

and absolute ly UI telltale har inis is nis proper praise. Wire 


2 


ve based ites it were to be ONLY (though we fear 


** in vain) from thehand of Dr. Farmer, whose MORE SERIOUS 
““ avocaTions forbid Him to undertake wi c 
the Advertisement by Mr. Steevens to Shakspeare, Edit. 1793, 
p. 11. Such gravity of compliments between two editors, reminds 


c 1 rer a bd +6 Po « mf ) 
me of what Shakspeare calls, Tag Er 


; ] SNS4g5 aes 
sc APES. (1794.) 

fy : An 5 SP a Spe ee 

(+) Walter de Mapes was the jovial archdeacon of Oxford, 
the Anacreon of the eleventh century. ‘* A decent priest where 

: Ry is j aes ee iy | " | gers Fp ? ¢ } e 

«« monkies were the gods,§” and author of the divine ode, begin- 
ning? 


CM, ei ie ote nae a eaiiapn, eee a tqherna + aa 
ivilli1 sit propositum In tabderna mori ; 


ee 
€6 


Vinum sit appositum morientis ori; 


Ut dicant, cum venerint angelorum chori, 


See Gray’s Bard; ‘* Stout Gloucester flood aghaft in {peechless 


trance.”’ Stanza 1. 
P >} an > caren © 1 FY ifies : VeYer of . TY ha . MS 
(vw) Pamphagus—signihes a dog of a most voracious appetite, 
who snaps at and devours every thing digeftible or indigestible, 


They 


Thiata doe 
Dunciad B. 
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Asbolus (z}) Hawkins, a grim shagey hound, 239 


In musick growls, and beats the bushes round ; (a) 


Then i 


They who are acquainted with the Divine Legation, &c. 
&c. well know the nature of Warburton’s literary appetite and 
the danger of hunting in the same field with him. With all his 
eccentricities this was a noble dog, and there is not one of the 
true breed left, worthy of the progenitor, though there area few 
mongrels. 


(w) Ichnobates'means a dog who ¢racks out the game before 
him. No one was more diligent than this dog, yet he frequently 
went upon a wrong scent; but would never suffer the huntsman 


to call him off, especially in the neighbourhood of Canterbury 
and Bristol.—if I were again to metamorphose these hounds into 
men, J should lament the application of Mr. Tyrwhitt’s learning 
and sayacity. ‘‘Illum pro literato plerique laudandum duxerunt, 
*“quum ille, nzeniis quibusdam anilibus°occupatus, inter 


6 Milesias Punicas Apuleii sui et /vdicra literaria consenesceret.” 
(Vid. Julium Capitolinum in Vita Clodii Albiniad Constantium 
Augustum ;) I will however say, asto my own part, * Illum pro 


literato /audandum semper duxi,’’. but with a reserve as to the 
application of his learning. I wish this Ichnobates had been 
‘© utilium sagax rerum,” 


(x) Hylactor means a dog witha clear and strong voice: One a | 
would think that r4is dog was one of Canidia’s breed, which a 
called from the sepul¢hre the actual remains of the dead to 
enchant and stupify the living. This dog has been scratching | 
up the earth about Doctors Commons, and has torn up all the Wills | | Hy 
of the actors who lived in Shakspeare’s time, and carried them in | 
his mouth to the printer of a late edition of that aythor.— 
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Then Porson view Nebrophonos (b) the shrewd, (c) 


Yet foaming with th’ Archdeacon’s (d) critick blood; 


pera 


See 


But when I speak of ratiorial men, it passes the bounds of all 
sagacity to divine, by what species of refined absurdity the Wills 
and Testaments of Actors could be raked up and published to 
illustrate shakspeare. (See Malone’s Shakspeare, vol ii. p. 186. 
&c. &c. &c. and in the 2d. vol. of the edit. of Shakspeare, in 
§793.) Avccritick for such an ingenious invention should. be 


presented with the altum Sagane caliend:um, which would not 
easily fall from his head.—But Mr. Malone has redeemed this 


RIS EAA EN TEATS, NRE aces! Pa 


piece of folly by many valuable literary excellencies. 


(x) Asbolus signifies a dog of a swarthy complexion. 


(2) Beats the bushes round. — Descriptive of Sir > John 
Hawkins’s History of Musick; in which however there is much 
origina! and valuable information, as in all his other works, so 


&. 


unjustly censured in my opinion. Sir John’s principal fault was 
digression from his subject; but if you excuse that, you are well 
repaid by the information you receive, 


(4) Nebrophonos signifies a dog that slays the fawns and deer, 
and so in truth it 1s ; 
Archdeacons, rats, and such small deer, 
| Have been Dick’s food for many a year, 
tit And, as Lear says, * I'll take a word with this same LEARNED 
| ‘© Tuesan!” my learned Maszer Richard Porson: but he loves 
ag titles! \t would be better if he did. 


Orr nn ete ennits apn ce eager en oe 
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(c) —Mr. Malone says, the word shrewd means ‘‘ acute, or 
intelligent ;” Mr. Steevens says, it is ‘** bitter or severe.’’ 
Shaks. Ed. 1793, vol. vi. p. 430. ‘Reader, you may chuse, or 
rather combine the terms. 


(2) The reader may be surprised to find any theological 


writings in this part; but Mr. Steevens’s ingenuity has contrived 
to 
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See Dorceus (dd) Whiter o’er the learned soil, 


Brisk, though at fault, with new associates toil ; 


In 


to press Mr. Professor Porson’s letters to Mr. Archdeacon Travis 
into the service of Shakspeare; and by such ingenuity who oF 
what may not be pressed into it? This is quite a sufficient 
excuse for me, or rather a full justification of my allusion to 
them. See Tempest, vol. iii. p. 68. Steev. Edit. 1793. Mr. 
Steevens stiles Mr. P. ‘‘an excellent scholar and a perspicacious 
*¢ critick ;” in which I most cordially and most sincerely agree. 
But, if lam rightly informed, he thanks neither Mr. Steevens, 
nor me, nor Dr. Parr, nor Dr. Burney the schoolmaster, nor 
any other Doctor or Mister in this country, for any opinion they 
may entertain or express of him or his works. He neither gives 
nor takes. I find the Archdeacon has re-published his work, 
and in my opinion has very wisely declined being /ed any more 
by Dick and the foul fiend ‘¢through fire, and through flame 
‘and whirlpool, o’er bog and quagmire, and having knives laid 
‘¢ under his pillow.” But the Archdeacon has had the weakness 
to print his work on a wire wove fafer and hot-fressed. Had L 
been the Archdeacon, I should have been contented with the 
botpressing by Mr. Porson, hot indeed, Aissing hot! Thiscontroversy 
has no good end. Learning is good, and theology is good; but 
H Ayan. There is also a writer 


who says, Karaxauygzras edo xpioewse 


there is something better, 
Is it not so, Mr, 


Professor 


(dd) Dorceus, fignifies, in my opinion, a dog of a sharp sight, 


apt to see what nobody else can in a large field. Some derive it 
from Aopxas, Capra, quasi per saltum, which I reject.—-See Mr. 
G 2 Whiter’s 
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In Theron’s (e) form, mark Ritson next contend, 
Fierce, meagre, pale, no commentater’s CF) friend ; 
Lom Warton last, Agriodos (2) acute, 

With Lebros Percy (2) barks in close pursuit : 


Hot 
We 


Whiter’s Commentaries on Shakspeare, on.a ew principle, &c. 
published in 1794. This is certainly a very learned and 
sagacious dog. He is out of the actual chace; but might, with 
gteat propriety, join the pack on a future day: or in plain 
words, when a new edition of Shakspeare is printed, there 
should be a selection of notes from his book. His ¢riticism on 
the second Eclogue of the Poems ascribed to Rowley, (truly or 


falsely) in point of ingenuity and illustrative learning has never 
been surpassed, lente de veterum fortiter opposuerim.” 
(e) 


¢) Theron signifies a dog of innate ferocity. 

(¥) Poor Tom Warton could have told a piteous tale, how Ais 
historick * body was punched full of deadly holes”’ by this literary 
Richard IId. Dr. Percy could make a lamentation or two in 
some ancient ditty, in a fit or canto. Mr. Malone probably has 
felt.a gripe rather strong. The antiquaries—but they have 
shoken for themselves, The Antiquarian Society is amiable and 
harmless, and from what I have seen, their publications 
resemble the subjects of them; Nexvwy AMENHNA HAOENV» 
Who could wish to disturb such repose? 


(g). Agriodos signifies a dog with a sharp tooth.—I always 
regret the loss of THomas Warton: in his various writings 
he is amusing, instructive, pleasant, learned, and poetical, I 
4 never 
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[ Sex fj 
Hot was the chace;-L left it.out of breath ; 


I wish’d not zo de i7 at SHAKSPEARE’s death. 250 
OCTAVIUS. 


never received information so agreeably from any modern 
writer, His'edition of Milton’s Smaller’Poenis, (an exquisite 
specimen of classical commentary, and worthy of his former 
observations on Spenser) leaves it a matter of unceasing regret, 
that he never published the Paradise Lost and Regained. The 
want of the last volume of the History of English Poetry, must 
for ever be lamented. I despair of any artist able to finish such 
a work, with so few imperfections, and with such various 
erudition, 


Tom Warton had rather a kindly affection for the jovial 
memory of Archdeacon Walter de Mapes of the rith century, 
mentioned for his drinking ode in a former note. Mr. W. 
tells us, (with a warm panegyrick) in his 2d Dissert. to the 
Fist. of E, P. that this divine Anacreon wrote also a Latin ode 
in favour of married priests, concluding with these spirited lines ; 

Ecce fre Clericis multum allegavi ; 

Nec non pro Presbyteris multum comprobavi; 
Pater noster pro me, quoniam peccavi, 

Dicat quisque Presbyter cum sua Suavir! 

I quote this for my own sake, quoniam peccavi, andam inclined 
to hope thatevery ‘‘Presbyter cum sua Suavi,” will be as kind to 
the author of this poemon ‘tHE Pursuits oF LITERATURE. 
Requiescat ! | 


(h) Laébros signifies a dog that opens continually.—=But. EF 
forget ; Si-quis dixerit Eptscopum aliqud infirmitate Jaborare, 
anathema esto.—AwND thus 1 take my leave of the wHoLe 
black-letter KENNEL, with all their wit, and all their follies, and 
all their merry humours; and they may bothnow and hereafter, 
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Here yet awhile /z) these honest labours close, 


And leave indignant Genius to repose. 252 


unawed by their great Huntsman who is no more, and most 


probably unmolested by me, continue to bark and growl, and 
snap, and quarrel, and teaze one another, till there remains not 


a critical offal for which they may contend. Ez velut absentem 


A PRR NES 


certatim. ACT ZONA clament.* 


Finally, as to this famous Edition of Shakspeare by Gecrge 


Steevens, Esq. and the whole blark-letter Kennell, 1 must 
pronounce it’s great Eulogium, as it is beautifully conceived and 


= 


expressed in the words of a master of the most finifhed Latinity 
of the Augustan age. ‘* Hic Liper est conglutinatus ex tam 
‘* multis libris, quot unus pinguis Cocus Oves, boves, sues, grues, 
‘c anseres, passeres, Coquere, aut unus fumosus Calefactor 


Yo» 


¢¢ centum magna hypocausta ex illis calefacere possit! 1!” Epist. 


Obscurorum Virorum ! 


(Gi) “Hee sat eErit, Dive, vestrum cecinisse Poetam.” 
So said Virgil, | and so says my friend Octavius, to whose 
judgment I submit, and write this note in conclusion for the 
present, that I may offer and recommend to the consideration of 


Or rr etre eg ee t= oe s = 
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all Poets, Oraters, and Writers, sacred and profane, a sentence 
from Sw:Ft, which I could wish to see engraven in letters of 


gold, as an everlasting admonition. It is this: ‘* To say the 
‘ truth, no part of knowledge seems to be ia fewer hands, than 


6 that of discerning WHEN TO.HAVE DONE.” = (1794) 
* Ovid. Met. Lib. 3. } Virg. Ech. yo v. 70; 
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PREP ACE 


TO THE SECOND DIALOGUE(t) 


OF THE 


PURSUILTS OF EIVTERATURE. 


Tw O years have passed since I published ‘* The first 
‘* Part of the Pursuits of Literature.” I now offer a 
continuation of it to the attention of those persons who 
may feel themselves interested in such researches; the 
subjects of which are, 2m ther event, important to us 
all. What I observed of the First Part, I observe of HH 
this, and the following Parts, ‘‘ that no imitation is 
intended of any former writer or of any former poetn.” 
That it will attract some attention in some places, l am | 
confident ; butit willbe idle to make any conjecture as 


to the author. He is, and will be, concealed upon 
motives 


|} First printed in May 1794. 
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[ ‘r06 J 
motives very different from the apprehension of any 
private resentment. Idissuade every perfon from flippant 
and random application of any suppofed name; it is as 
unjust as itis absurd. ‘* Flebit et insignis tota cantabitur 


(a4 £ 


urbe t,” was said of old. Ido not say this. but I recom- 
? ) 9 

mend to every gentleman and lady of eminent sagacity 

and curiosity to remember, that there is a darkness which 


As to the subject of SATIRE in general, I will adda 
few words, as they are not wholly unimportant, and as 
they explain my own ideas. All reprehension of vice, 
or of folly, or of any moral depravity, must cease at once, 
if it is required of the author of tat reprehension, that 
he be d/ameless himself in the strict, or indeed in any, 
sense of that word. But if the enumeration of evils, 
wickedness, folly, extravagance, abuse of knowledge in 
theory or in practice, and a censure of such actions and 
of such opinions, be considered as the production of a 
mind bad, reprehensible, and unqniet in ttself, I fear, 
that few philosophers are exempted from the charge, 
In my opinion, the Philosopher himself is a Satirist, 
speaking to the world at large, withouta specifick reference 
to any nation. The Satirist, (in the common acceptation 
of the word) is a writer in poetry or in. prose, who 
addresses himself to. a peculiar part of the world, and 
generally to his own countrymen, calling them to a 
view of their faults, follies, or vices, which are destructive 
of society, of government, of good manners, or of good 
literature. The philosophick Satirist effeéts his purpose 
by appealing to man and his nature; the modern poet 


supposing 


t Hor. Lib. 2.) §,it4 vo. 45- 


wIOOOVOPOOSOOODOODSHHODOS OSES SOSOSeS' 


t hy mth of these sonal 
the truth of these- original 


principles, argues virtually from, them, but directs his 


supposing and acknowledging 
attention to existing persons, circumstances, opinions, and 
books, in his own times. He illustrates. his doctrine by 
that forcible appeal, assisted by learning, wit, and, ridicule; 
with an honest endeavour to uphold the common cause. of 
wisdom, of truth, and of virtue; without which criticism 1s 


malignity, and satire is scandal. 


Yet, however excellent, the work of any Satirist 1s 
transitory as to it’s immediate subject. But as it 1s a view 
of life designed (a) to be presented to other times, as well 
as those in which it is written, the necessity of an author’s 
furnishing Notes to his own composition (b) is evident, to 
clear up for himself such difficulties as the lapse of time, 
(and indeed of a very little time) would unavoidably create. 
This is a privilege and a hberty which was denied to the 
ancients, which Dryden rejected, and Pope partially 
adopted. 

After these few observations, (which I thought necessary 


or 1 would not have written them) I offer this continuation 


of 


(a) Lrefer the reader to Dean Swift’s dedication to Prince 
Posterity. 


(3) ** The notes 1 wish to be very large in what relates to the 
persons concerned: for I have long observed that, twenty 
miles from London, nobody understands hints, initial letters, 
or town facts and passages, andin afew years not even those 

live in London.” Swift’s L P uly 16,1728 
who jive induanaon.owitt’s*Letter to rope. jaly ty) 17-0. 
Pope’s Works, Vol. 9. p. T17- Warburion’s edition, 8vo. 
N.B. Dr. Joseph Warton observes in his edition of Pope, 
vol. 4. p- 323- that, this observation of Swift ‘1s a morti/ying§ 
reflection to the writers of Satire, and daily topicks of censure. 
I have taken particular care in my poem to prevent this 
mortification. 3 
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of the poem to my readers, not without the spirit of a 

writer who has endeavoured well. I will also, upon 

reflection, add the words of A MAN, not to be named 

on such an occasion. ‘ I do not look to be asked, 

“‘ wherefore I wrote this book; it being no difficulty to 

“* answer, that I did it to those ends, which the best. men 
. “* propose to themselves when they write.” 


| 
I 
| 
} 
H 
| 


LOS DS OS Ao Deas ao 
S®DOSSOCOFfD POSS SOSOO 


or) 


Cn re ere tees 


a) oh EY 
a ee a 


a 


Bo 
See 


i ee, 


> 


VWOoD 


i He ik a i a : 
EDOS WoOwweeewwe 


THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE, 


DIALOGUE THE SECOND. (*) 
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Lycophron, Cassandra. v. 1321. 


AUTHOR. 


£1 1 hail to Cestria, and her mitred lord ! (4} 
And may the Muse in lasting strains record 
Uhat lawn’d Endymion of a happier age ; 


Who, wild with rapture and empirick rage, 


On 
(x) First published in May, 1796. 

(@) John Wilkins, Bishop of Chester in the last century, 
wrote a celebrated ‘¢ Discourse concerning the possibility of a 
passage to the moon.” Upon my word, Philosophy is a very 
pleasant thing, and has various uses; one of the best is, it 


makes us laugh sometimes, 
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On bold aspiring pinion could presume 
To journey through the vast ethereal gloom 
Who tir’d of earth and dreams of gowned rest, 


Sunk in the elysrum of his Cynthia’s breast! 


But ah, for zs those wizard wonders cease : 
In war, death, pestilence, or dang’rous peace, IC 
Condemn’d to groan in this disorder’d hour, 
Victors and victims of th? unhallow’d pow’r, 

hat bids the western world or rouse or weep, 


O’erwhelm’d beneath the formidable deep. 


OC TAN Tiss 


Of France (aa) enough: go bend before that tomb, 


Where other palms and other laurels bloom, 
Where 


(aa) I can mention no lines so expressive of the state of 
France, (1796) as the following adafted from Boileau. 
‘© Dechirans 4 l’envi Jeur propre Republique, 
Lions contre Lions, parens contre parens, 
Combattent follement pour Le CHOIx pes TYRANS f!” 


To some persons the following sublime picture, as drawn by 
the 


t Boil. Sat. & v. 132 


SET 


Where Maro sleeps;*or in the Sabine-shade, 

Or in severe Aquinum’s inmost glade, 

Fast by Volterra’s (a) dark Etrurian grove, 

With Boileau’s (4) art, and Dryden’s rapture rove. 
Be wise betimes, and in resistless prose 221 
Leave Burke atone to thunder on our foes : 


Let 
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the master hand of that nrighty poet Lycophron, will & 


it’s force, under the same allusion. 


Karade yay ooynorns Aens, 
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Aaany en’ advan cundogay dedeynevev. 


(a) Juvenal was born at Aquinum, and Persius at Volterra, 
in Italy. 


(2) Boileau.—The most perfect of all modern writers in 
true taste and judgment. His sagacity was unerring; he com- 
bined every ancient excellence, and appears original even ia 
the adoption of acknowledged thoughts and allusions. He is 
the just and adequate representative of Horace, Juvenal, and 

Persius 


* Lycephron, Cassandra, v. 249. 
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Let Wakefield (c) rant, and pallid Thelwall baw, 
Lords of misrule, in anarchy’s wild hall ; 
Such prophets as ere long Horné Tooke may save, 
And hide and feed by jifties (d) in a cave. 


You 
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Persius united, without one indecent blemish; and for my own 
part I have always confidered him as the most finifhed gentleman 
that ever wrote. I have spoken more at large of this poet in 
the Introductory Letter to the P. of L. 


(c) Wakefield. Whenever I think of the name of Gilbert 
Wakefield, and look at the list of his works, (for I would not 
undertake to read them a/l,) I feel alternate sorrow and 
indignation. His learning and sagacity are indeed sufficient to 
eatitle him to some patronage, and to the removal of every want. 


But his spirit is so restless, his temper is so overbearing and 
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tyrannical, (1 speak from the consideration of his works alone) his 
contempt for others is so great, and his personal vanity so 
conspicuous, that even Literature begins to be weary of him. 
But when | turn to-his religious and political opinions, I find 
all the virulence and asperity of the reformer; all the insolence 
and even impudence of the assertors of equality; a want of 


SE LSID Se a See ts Ge 


decent, or even of common respect to dignified characters: anda 
> 5 > 
mind (naturally designed for better exertions, and cultivated in 


the groves of an university) hostile and implacable to every 


PPODOSHSOGOQHHOOHOCHHDHHDOOSS6oO#H 


establishment, and witha strong tendency even to £ sanguinary 


perfecution. 


eS ae es 


t See (if it is worth while) Gilbert Wakefield’s pamphlet 
entitled ‘* Remarks on the General Orders given by the Duke of 
** York to his army, July 7, 1794, respecting the decree of the 
| “French 
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You read perchancea minister 1n Books, (f) 

And know an honest statesman by his looks ; 

Think in debates the spirit may be seen, 


{n Thurlow just, in Wedderburne, serene ; 


a 
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persecution. I speak of him as a publick man; I have no 


contempt of his attainments. But I will never sufferhim, or any 
other man, who obtrudes himself and _ his political principles and 
measures upon the publitk, to pass me without notice; or as the 
poet strongly expresses it, 


Glomerare sub antro 
Fumiferath nactem, commixtis igne tentbris, (2) 


without the reprehension he deserves. (1796.) 


(d) By fifties. Obadiah took the prophets, and hid them by 
jifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.” Kings B. 1, 
ch, 18. v. 4. In the frovisions of that most important, and I 

Wish 


«* French Convention, to give no quarter to the British and 
** Flanoverians, r7g4.’’ I only nrention this or any of Mr. Wake-= 
field’s writings for their spirit and tendency, as the compositions 
are worth little notice. I shall not at present wander through his 
Silva Critica, ** Ubi passim palantes Error recto de tramite 
“© pellit."(6) His ragages on Virgiland Horace, in his late edi- 
tions of them, are often as shocking to taste as to truth. Bent 
ley’s hook (I beg pardon for coupling the names) was nothing 
to the levelling axe of Gil. Wakefield. If Mr. Wakefield does 
not write with greater care and ability than he has hitherto shewn, 
neither mem,.nor gods, nor columns will permit his works to be extant 
very long. 


(a) Virg, Ain, 8. v. 254. 


(2). Hor. L. 2, Sat. 3. Vv. 486 
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In Grenville, firmness ; majesty, in Pitts 

And in Dundas, the courage to submit. 

Proud of your keen discernment you retire, 

Smit with the fame of Rollo’s bard (g) and squire, 
You print (poor man!) your satire and your song, 


Correct as Gifford, or as Cowper, strong. 


AUTHOR. 


Yes: to my country’s justice I appeal, 
Nor dread the press, the guillotine, nor wheel, 


Not 


wish I could say, perpetual act, (passed in 1795) for preventing 
seditious assemblies, &c. &c. &c. it is specified, that none of 
these prophets, or lecturers, or diviners in democracy, shall meet 
in greater numbers than dy ffty in a cave, or elsewhere: and 
considering the inflammatory nature of their disorders, it is 
devoutly to be wished, that they may be kept upon the same 
cooling diet. 


(*) I allude to the profound knowledge which busy men 
acquire of the most secret designs of the British, or even of foreign 
cabinets, from the news-papers. Nothing is so pleasant as to 
hear men assert without the least hesitation what they dxow of 
the intention of Ministers. Ireally envy the satisfaction they feel, 
when they communicate their discoveries to such unenlightened 


and ignorant men as myself. ft 
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Nor fulsorne praise, nor coldness of neglect; 


Nor all that poets meet, but scarce expect; 40 


Yet though the question I shall never fear, 


A rhyming culprit’s bold confession hear. 


Memory I have, not Middleton (7) has more; 
Plays I could frame, like Ireland, (&) by the score ; 
Could sing of gardens, yet well pleas’d to see 
Walpole (2) and Nature may, for once, agree ; 

Could give with Darwin, to the hectick kind, 
Receipts in verse to shift the north-east wind (m); 
With 


(g) Dr. Lawrence; Author or Editor of the Rolliad, Probas 
tionary Odes, &c. 


(?) The famous witness on Mr, Hastings’s trial, the disciple of 
Themistocles. 


(4) The publisher of the newly-found manuscripts in Shak. 
speare’s ownhand-writing. The reader will find more on this 
subject in the course of this Second Dialogue. 


(2) Read (it well deserves the attention) that quaint, but most 
curious and learned, writer’s excellent Essay on Modern Gardens 
ing, at the end of his Lives of the Painters. 


(m) See Dr. Darwin’s Loves of the Plants; and a long and 
pleasant note, in which the Doctor thinks it very feasible to 
Hz manage 
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With Price (#) and Knight grounds dy neglect improve, 


B16; -) 


And banish use, for naked Nature’s love,” 50 
Lakes, forests; rivers, in one landscape drawn, 

My park, a cotinty, and a heath, my lawn; 

With Knight, man’s civil progress (9) could rehearse, 
Put Hume, or Smith, or Tacitus iz verse, 


And, 


manage thé winds, (and every thing else I believe) at 4s pleasure, 
by a little philofophy, sI never read any thing so’comfortable in 
my life. Martinus Scriblerus will be, after all, a legitimate 
natural philosopher. It appears to me, that Dr. Darwin’s ingenious 
understanding is peculiarly adapted to solve the following problem 
in zatural philosophy: ‘* WHETHER, the hybernal frigidity of the 
“* Antipodes, fassing in an orthogonal line through the homogeneous 
‘© solidity of the center, might warm the superficial connexity of our 
“¢ heels by a foft antiperistasis ?” I have given a translation of this 
great and useful problem, (as the French Philosopher Pantagruel 
is not quite so intelligible in the original,) that Dr. Darwin may 
discuss it at large in the next edition of his Zoonomia, which is 
much to be desired.. Lrefer the reader to the ** Creme Philoso- 
“‘ phique. des Questions Enncyclopedique,” at the end of Rabelais 
Book 5. The ¢rue cream of their modern Encyclopedie isto be found 
in the French Revolution, 1789, &c. 


(x) Price and Knight.—See the various treatises, all curious 
and in some degree pleasant, on the subject of landscape, and 
the art of laying out grounds. Knight and Price, versus Mason 
I have. no doubt, of the 
decision at.the bar of taste ; but I certainly would not, bring the 
cause 


and -Brown, Rerron, Moderator. 
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Bay 
And, while Silenus and his votaries nod, 


Quaff Paphian grossness from my chrystal (p) God. 
Or 


cause in the court at Guildhall. With she giants on the jary, and 
Lord Kenyon for the judge, there certainly would be a verdict 
for the Brogdignag Gardeners, Knight and Price. 


(c) See and read (if possible) what Mr. R. P. Knight calls 
a Didactick Poem, ** The Procress of Civil Society, in six 
books, 4to.’’ I protest I speak impartially, when I assert that 
Mr. Knight seems to have no other idea of poetry, than that of 
lines and syllables put into a measure with, now and then, some 
little attention to grammar, I mean when he writes verses 
himself.. For if he conceives, that the versification of Montes* 
quieu’s Spirit of Laws, Tacitus on the Germans, Smith on the 
Wealth of Nations, Robertson’s Introduction to his History 
of Charles V. Stuart on the View of Society in Europe, and 
such works, is poetry, there is no help for him, he must be suf- 
fered to rhyme on. ** Dogmatizer en vers, et rimer par chapitres.”(@) 
It is impossible to criticize or examine the whole in a note; 
but I will give a specimen of such observations as I should make, 
if I were to go through the whole of this tedious piece of works 
Mr. K. is very fond of beginning all his books with doudt, like 
a true philosopher; he always uses the words ‘* Whether this, 
or wherker that—or whether the other,’’—is the case ; never decid- 
ing the point, nor giving even a doubtful solution of doubtful doubts, 
as Mr. Hume kindly used to do. But whether Mr. K. understands 


himself, even in the very beginning of his poem, may be a 


doubt; but awzhether his readers understand him, is no doubt at 


11 
alle 


(2) Boileau, Sat. 8. v. 116. 
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Or I could scribble (¢) for historick fame, 
Like Gillies, feeble, formal, dull, and tame; (¢g) 
Then 


all, He begins thus; Book zhe first; Verse the frst. (Itake the 
verses at the very beginning, to shew my impartiality.) 

‘© Whether primordial motion sprang to life 

From the wild war of elemental strife, 

Jn central chains the mass inert confin’d, 

And sublimated matter into mind; 

Or whether one great, all pervading soul, &c. 

Or 

Whether, in Fate’s eternal fetters bound 

Mechanick Nature goes her endless round, &c, &c, 


In all this mist and darkness which he flings around him, he 
certainly is little better than Punch in the puppet shew, “ Ha- 
‘* zy weather, master Noah:’’ for I am certain that. neither 
Punch, nor Mr. Knight can look through this preparation of 
the poetical sky for the metaphysical deluge which ensues, when 
he is to 

‘<¢ ‘Trace out the slender. social links that bind 

s* In order’s chain, the chaos of mankind, &c. &c.”” 


Obe jam satis— But then I am told there are so many pretty and 
intelligible passages (I grant it, Horum simp/icitas miserabilis fy 
in this and #’other poem (I must mean the Landscape ;) and the 
ladies say it is so charming to wish to be buried wader an oak, 
and so romantick. See p. 153—I wish from my soul that all 
the democracy and infidelity in the kingdom were buried under 
the great guardian oak of England, and the spirit of Mr. Knight 
confined in the stem of it. He might cry ont as lustily as Poly- 
dorus, and all the conjurers of the Dilettanti might assist at 
the disinchantment if they pleased. —_N. B. I am infinitely 


indebted 
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[ a ae | 
Then tir’d of truth, like Coxz, to fables stray, 
And vie with Croxall in my notes on Gay. (7) 60 


I could 


indebted to Mr. Richard Payne Knight for the Aonour he has been 
pleased to confer on my note in the First Dialogue of this Poem 
on the Pursuits of Literature; see p. 17, &c. of bis Preface to 
bis Progress of Civil Society —« Jf Mr. Knight's bed be a bed of 
tortures, he has made it fer himself.” ~ I did not name him, as the 
author of the Essay ‘* on THE WorsuiP oF Priapus,’’ but he 
has now named himself. Iam glad however that he has some 
sense of shame left, by endeavouring to exflain away one of the 
most unbecoming and indecent treatises which ever disgraced 
the pen of a man who would be thought a scholar and a philo- 
sopher; and [ persevere in that opinion, and could be tempted 
to copy even my former note.§ Mr. K. had better have kept to 
his Principia, A,B, V, A,xra. (See his Greek alphabet.) I 
hope he will do better in future; and spare me more trouble. 
I am as tired of him as he can be of me. As Mr. Knight is a 
Member of Parliament, I must fairly tell him, that if he is ap- 
pointed Chairman of any polite poetical Committee, and any more 
<< reports ProcRess, and asks leave to sit again,’ the motion 
will be negatived by rhe whole house. (1796.) 


(f) ** Vitreo bibic ille Priapo.”’ Juv. Sat. 2. v. 95. See 
Mr. Knight's Essay on the Worship of Priapus, and my note on 
it in the First Dialogue of this Poem. 


ed 


t I quote Junius in English, as I would Tacitus or Livy in 
Latin. I consider him as a legitimate English classic. 


§ See the First Dialogue of the P. of L.—I have been told that 
Five Guineas is the price of The Essay on Priapus, if a copy is 
at any time to be sold. 
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Fates ist 
I could, like Seward, if for scraps you call, 
| Turn publick bagman, (5) train’d in Walpole’s stall: 
ee Or. 


(7) Soon after Mr. Gibbon had published the second and third 
volumes of his Roman History, the late Duke of Cumberland 
accidentally met him, and intending to pay him a great compli- 


ment, said; ‘* How do you do, Mr. Gibbon? I see you are 
always at it, the old way, scribble, scribble, scribble.’ —There are 
various judges. of historical writing, from Quintillian to the /ate 
Duke of Cumberland —Dr. Ginuies wrote the History of Greece, 
&c. ina manner quite different from Mr. Gibbon. But, according 
to Pliny’s good-humoured observation; ‘* Historia quoquo modo 
scripta delectat.”? (1796.) , | 
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(77) The epithets in the verse are designed to characterize the 
wretings of Dr. Gillies, There is some learning, great diligence, 
atiention and application; but no marks of genius or of strength 
in his compositions. Sed tamen in pretio. And I wish them to 
be so, as the Doctor is a man of good intentions, a passable 


scholar, an indefatigable reader, and of most respectable character. 
J speak of nothing but his writings, 


(r) Fables by John Gay, illustrated with notes by Witiram 
Coxe, M.A. F.R.S. F.S.A. Rector of Bemerton, Prebendary 
of Sarum, Domestick Chaplain to. the Lord Bishop of Salisbury, 
late Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge, Member of the- 
Imperial Giconomical Society of St. Petersburgh, and of the Royal 
Society of Sciences at Copenhagen, Chaplain to H. G. the Duke 
of Marlborough; &c. &c. &e.!!! (1796.) What will Mr. Coxe 
write next? To be sure Addison did gravely comment on 

Chevy Chace. I am not inclined to make any other comparison. 
(1796.) 
(s) See (for they are very entertaining, but wery dear) Mr. 
Seward’s Anecdotes of distinguished persons, &c, in four 
| volumes, 
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Or to Cytheron, from the Treasury, move, 


And, like Sir James Bland Burgess, (¢) murmur love; 
Or with Fitzpatrick, mark the space between 
A tainted strumpet and a spotless Queen ; (#7) 


. Could 


volumes. { prefer Mr. Seward to every compiler of anecdotes, 
except the Hon. Mr. Horace Walpole, now Lord Orford. 4 
visiting Library is very convenient and pieasant to one’s friends. 
(1796.)—I hope Mr. S. may hereafter present the publick with 
similar works, but in single volumes, 
(¢) I allude to Sit James Bland Boergess’s Poem, entitled, 
** The Birth and Triumph of Love,’’ accompanied by the pret- 
tieft little designs of the Amoretti alati by one of the fairest, 
most ingenious, and most illustrious hands (a) in the kingdom. 
Sir James, late Under Secretary of State, is very properly, (as 
all Under Secretaries of State, or Chief Secretaries in the Treas 
sury, should be,) attentive to his character, and 1s particularly 
afraid of the smallest Cupid avithout a muzzle. Sir James says, 
«¢ That boy and that boy’s deeds shall not pollute my measure.”’ 
St. 1. Now.when I consider what Virgil and Tasso have said 
and sung of ‘* that boy and that boy’s deeds,” it is a little prudish 
in Sir James Bland Burgess, Baronet and Poet, on such a subject 
to have such fears. A poet may be a little playful. But Sir 
James Bland Burgess is right after all; there certainly should be 
none but the most virtuous persons about Secretaries of State, and 
in the precincts of the Treasury, though now and then a stragg- 
ler of another description will be found, notwithstanding the 
unremitted diligence and undiverted attention of George Rose, 
Esq. | 
(tz) A line taken from the Political Eclogue, intitled “* The Lyars ;” 
the most finished of all the productions of the Authors of the 
Rolliad. 
(a) H. R. H, the Princess Elizabeth, 
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Could furnish feasts for cach Parnassian prig, 
A Florence goose, three ducklings, and cne (v) pig; 


With Spartan Pye (x) lull England to repofe, 
Or 


Rolliad. Publick report has assigned this classical but too free 
composition to the keen, sarcastick pen of General Fitzpatrick. 
** Such is the Bard whose distich some commend,’ &c. J may 
be mistaken as to the Author, but I have selected this eclogue 
to reprobate the licentious spirit which pervades the whole of it, 
The Art of Political Lying indeed was not invented by Lord 
North, Mr, Fox, Mr. Pitt, Genera} Fitzpatrick, or any modern 
Statesman. It is an ancient and approved art by John Bull, 


(v) A Florence goose, &c.—See a publication, entitled, ** An 
** Ode to an Eton Boy, Three Sonnets, and Oxe Epigram:’’ by 
Villiam Parsons, Esq. This gentleman is the fairest of all 
Mr. Gray’s Criticks: he even allows the superiority of his 
genius, and gives Ais own verses in Mr. Gray’s measure. The 
obliquity of the principles and of the understanding is sometimes 
unaccountable. 


(x) Spartan Pye.—Mr. Pye, the present poet Laureat, with 
the best intentions at this momentous period, if not with the 
very best poctry, translated the verses of Tyrtaus the Spartan. 
‘They were designed to produce animation throughout the king- 
dom, and among rhe Militia in particular. Several of the 
Reviewing Generals (I do not mean the Monthly or Critical) 
were much impressed with their weight and importance, and at a 
board of General Officers, an experiment was agreed upon, 
which unfortunately failed. They were read aloud at Warley 
Common, and at Barham Downs by the Adjutants, at the head 
of five different regiments, at each camp, and much was 
expected 
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Or frighten children with Lenora’s (y) woes: 70 
I could— 

OCTAVLUS, 


Do what ?—where will your vaunting reach ? 
Is this a prelude to your parting speech ? 
AUTHOR. 


expected. But before they were half finished, all the front 
ranks, and as many of the others as were within hearing or 
verse-shot, dropped their arms suddenly, and were all found fast 
asleep! Marquis Townshend, who never approved of the 
scheme, faid, with his usual pleasantry, that the first of all poets 
observed, that ‘‘ Sleep is the brother of Death.” (1796.)— 
N. B. Certain kinds of Aoetry and writting (to which I have been 
too much accustomed) may be added to the number of the 
Yrve Aywya, Soporificks, which great medical writers affirm 
to be, accustomed noises, motions, &c. &c. in short the ract re 
Zuynbex, The acute physician Areraus thus speaks ;— Yar 
ayuya anor ra Bunter. Naurine wey 7) sv aMarw KATAMALOI, 
xarev Saracon TEPLPOPhy, HXb AIVIAAWY NX OS, HAL KULATWY KTUTOS, 
avenwy te GonCos—xra, Aretasi De Morbis Acutis Cap. 1.p.75. 
Edit. Boerhaave 1731. The whole passage is uncommonly 
eloquent and sensible. My medical readers, will thank me for 
pointing it out. Aretzus, is perhaps, the first descriptive painter 
in his art. Such accomplifhed scholars as the venerable Dr. 
Heberden, Dr. Glynn, Sir George Baker, Dr. Turton, Dr. 
Milman, Dr. Littlehales, Dr. Vivian, and a few others, 
(Apollineo nomina digna choro) will confirm my opinion. 


(y) A tale from the German, translated by the Laureat, 
H. J. Pye, Esq. by J. T. Stanly, Esq. M. P. &c, &c. &c. &e. 
a sort 
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aa spare ; till time subdues my hapless rage 


al 


fith blast autumnal, or the da amp of age, 


< 


What poet will refuse to drink, or SIng, 
e Helicon is now an Irish s spring } , 


| thirst alike; which made Sam Johnson think, 


Al 
That no man visits, where he cannot drink. (yy) 


Why should I faint, when all with patience hear, 
And Laureat Pye sings more than twice a year? (yyy) 


OCTAVIUS. 


I am ashamed ta 
think, that the publick curiosity (I will not say, taste) should 
have been occupied with such Diablerie Tudesque. (1795.\—But 
f should be unwilling not to do justice to the elegant and 
fascinating pencil of Lady Di. Beauclerc who has honoured and 
decorated the subject. But the painter and the musician are often 
employed in illustrating silly subjects and si lly words. Still ig 
will be most true, mutatis mutandis, of both these divine arts; 
i cantar, che nell’ anima si sente ! 


asort of Blue-Beard story for the nursery. 


fl piu ne sente lalma, il men L orecchio. 


(.y) Dr. Johnson’s character of the Irish hos spitality, in one 
of his letters ora among the Boswelliana,_I forget which. It is not 
wholly inapplicable to some of our own ee —** Few 


young men visit, where they cannot drink.”® Tis a pity. 


(yy) “ They scarce can bear their Laureat swice ayear.” So 
said Pope. In these times we can bear our harmless fluttering 
birth day odes, better than the French Dithyrambicks in the 
orgies of democracy.—Mr, Pye is a man of learning, and some 
little fancy ; but I wish his poetry had more force. 
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Truce with the Laureat. 
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°Tis but what I think; 
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For once'l hop’d to see the title sink, 

While piety and virtue grac’d the throne, 
And genius in lamented Warton shone : 

Aye, while Britannia cries from shore to shore, 
Aucustus reigns; Macenas Is NO MORE. 
Pitt views alike, from Holwood’s sullen brow, 


(As near-observing (2) friendship dares avow) 


y 


The 


{z) I must own, that unless the Province of encouraging 
Letters, which should belong to the great, is administered with 
wisdom. and. discretion, it is more desirable that there were no 
encouragement at all. In confirmation however of my opinion 
of the minister, I refer the reader to a pamphlet published in 
1795, entitled, ** Friendly Remarks on Mr. Pitt’s Administration, 
by a Near Observer.” It is written by a good scholar, a man of 
fortune, of an upright mind, of an independent spirit, and the 
principles of a gentleman. It has been ascribed to M. Montagu, 
3 Esq: 
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The fount of Pindus or Becctia’s bog, 


With 
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Esq. late M. P. and it is, I believe, acknowledged by him. 
He boldly tells the Minister of his fault, namely, an Improvident 
and systematick contempt and neglect of all ability and literary talents. 
** They had no poet, and they died.” I would by no means 
apply to Mr. Pitt what Spenser said of the Lord Treasurer 
Burleigh, once Chancellor of the University of Cambridge, 
because it would neither. be true nor just. But the Muse of 
satire may, with more respect and delicacy, win an easier 
way to the region of his sensibility in the words of a Roman 


Frevix curarum! cui non Heliconia cordi 
Serta, nec imbelles Paruassi e vertice laurus; 
Sed viget ingenium, et magnos accinctus in usus, 


Fert animus guascungque vices! 
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These are the virtues of a minister in times of change, and of 
general convulsion. History indeed may say of Mr. Pitt in the 
words of Tacitus, H. 4.S. 5. ‘‘ INGENIUM ILLUSTRE altioribus 
studiis juvenis admodum dedit, non, ut plerique, ut nomine 
magnifico segne otium velaret, sed quo firmior adversus fortuita 
REMPUBLICAM CAPESSERET. —I might proceed and describe 
him as ‘* Opum § contempier, recti pervicax, constans adversus 
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metus;” but 1 cannot pursue him through the integral character 


of Helvidius Priscus, because I conceive Power, ‘and not 


Fame 


Sh fh et lee? 

§ Though Mr. P. despises money, yet I wish he would give more 
attention to economy, private as well as publick, than he has hither- 
to done. He is deserving of much censure in this respect. He 
seems to have forgotten what Mr, Burke once thundered in the 
ears of one’ of his predecessors, (Lord North) in the H. of C, 
** Magnum ef Vactican Parsimonia,” (1797-) 
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With nothing of Maecenas, but his frog. (4) 9 


OCTAVIUS. 


Mere spleen (4) : Pitt sure is liberal, though by stealth. 


AUTHOR. 


Fame, to be the principle of this mighty minister of Great 
Britain. 


(2) In the time of Augustus, during the administration of 
Meecenas, that Minister’s seal, bearing the figure of a Fros, 
was annexed to all oney-bilis, I mention this anecdote as 
curious, and perhaps not generally known. It is recorded in 
Pliny’s Natural History, Book 37. ch. 1. ‘* Macenatis Rana, 
ob collationem pecuniarum, in magno terrore erat.” I also refer 
the reader to the Duke of Marlborough’s Gems, vol. 2. engraved 
privately, and the elegant Latin descriptions of them by the Rev. 
Dr. Cole, late Fellow of King’s Collegein Cambridge.--= Nothing 
is so like as one Minister to another in this respect; but it is 
dificult to refrain from remarking, that Frogs were one of the 
plagues of Egypt. 


(2) Octavius is wrong. J am neither a personal nor a politi- 
cal enemy to Mr. Pitt. I think him a powerful and efficient 
Minister, eminently adorned with natural gifts and endowments, 
and solemnly marked out and elected to his great office. 
He has talents to conduct, to persuade, and to command. He is 
a scholar; J ézow.him to be such, and a ripe and good one. 
The low passion ef avarice has no root in hie mind; but the sin, 
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[ 128 ] 


AUTHOR, 


Yes, and he spares a nation’s inborn wealth § 


by which the. angels fell, rages in him without measure and 
without controll. To tell a minister, that pride was not made 
Jor Him or for any man, because he has nothing which he has not 
recetved, would be. to argue a gross ignorance of our fallen 
nature. He has no servility in him, Firm, constant, and 
unbending, he has the principles of aman, who knows and feels 
what is demanded of him by his country. . He comes into the 
House of Commons, not to bow, but to do the husiness of the 
state, and he does it. There is not a subject presented to hini, 
even casually, in which his ability is not conspicuous, He treats 
it as it if had been the subject of his continued (a) meditation, Iz 
the conduct of the French war, he, his colleagues, and his allies 
have been all found wanting; but in the principle just, if not 
steady. 

twill add, that in respect to perfonal individual gratification, 
E regard Mr. Pitt as THE MosT FORTUNATE MAN upon record. 
Called by the circumftances of the times beyond human control, 
and by: events not in the wildest range of expectation, 
he was placed, almost without his seeking it; in the highest 
publick station, He passed at once to’ the innermost of the temiple, 
without treading the vestibule. In the blobm and vigoar of hig 


faculties 


(a) Inthis respect Mr. Pitt always reminded me of Themistocles, 
as recorded’ by the great’ historian. 
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Another Adam (¢) in ceconomy, 
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Forall, but Burke, (d@) escape his searching eyes 
Stiff from old Turgot, (e) and his rigid school, 
He never deviates from.this wholesome rule; 


< Left 


faculties (for he bore the blossom and the fruit at once) and in 
the prime of life, when every thing can charm, that which can 
charm the most, Power, was voluntarily offered to him, 
confirmed, continued, and established by his King and by his 
country. His faults, his follies, and his blemishes, (for he has 
all) might be easzly removed, but I think he will not remove them. 
He felt at once, as many men have done before him, the highest 
ability in himself; and he found, what is denied tomost men of 
genius, a full and adeguate exertion of it in high office. My hope 
and earnest prayer is, that the termination of his political labours, 
and the result of this just and tremendous war with the Republick 
of Frarice, may be finally to establish “ Glory to God in the 
‘‘ highest, and on earth peace.”’—Is this the language of an 
enemy? I respect, nay, I would defend him: I wish him a 
Jong continuance in office: but Imever can entertaina PERSONAL 
regard or affection for Mr. Pitt. (1796). 


(c) Adam Smith, the great:writer on wealth and finance, 
from whom Mr. Pitt learned ‘his art. 


(2) This is not mentioned as a censure on Mr, Pitt for his 
liberality, for I think the whole of his pension merited by 
Mr. Burke, though I wish it had never been accepted.— 
On this subject, I may say, that in ** Mr. Burke’s Letter 
on the Duke. of Bedford’s attack on Him in the House of 
Lords,” I perceive genius, ability, dignity, imagination, and 
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“« Left to themselves all find their level price, 


«< Potatoes, verses, turnips,’ Greek, and rice.” 
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Strange times indeed to banter on finance; 


Pray, if you call him frugal, think of France. 100 
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Well, Pll be brief; with France he must contend : 


There ] will own, and feel myself his friend, 


And sing with Burke’s or Maro’s borrow’d fire, 


é¢ 9 


Arms and the man,” till anarchy (/) expire. 
Sedition’s 


sights more than youthful poets ever dreamed, and sometimes 


the philosophy of Plato, and the wit of Lucian. But what I 


esteem most of all, I hear again the warning voice of one who saw 
ine apocalypse, and FIRST cried aloud in England, and to all the 
inhabitants of Europe. I cannot describe the whole composition 
~better-than in the words of that Poet, who would have been 
proud to record the workmanship of Epmunp Burke. Brontes, 
Steropes, and Pyracmon, it will be allowed, have all had 

their share in the fabrication of this informatum fulmen, 
zr ae We 
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Sedition’s crew isbound;: the gloomy-band 


In chains of penal silence musing stand, 


s¢ Tres imbris torti radios, tres nubis aquosze 

Addiderant, rutili tres ignis et alitis austri; 

Fulgores nunc terrificos, sonitumque metumque 
Miscebant opert, flammisque sequacibus iras.”” (a2) (1796.) 


(¢e) Mr. Turgot, ci devant Controller General of French 
Finance; the founder of the modern Oeconomick School,—Modern 
State Oeconomy seems-to consist in spending or squandering 
the greatest possible sums in the least possible time, 


(7) * Till anarchy expire,”’—In the just and inevitable, but 
most fatal and most tremendous war in which we are engaged, 
and in which all Europe has bled, and yet bleeds in every vein 
and artery, the first object we look foris, a@ stability of jeace. 
But no stability can as yet be found in all the convulsive labours 
of the -sanguinary nation. That modern Gallick Julia has done 
nothing but conceive one mis-shapen lump after another, in 
the foeculency of her political womb; conception upon 
conception, abortion upon abortion: and what can we say, 


‘¢ Cum tot abortivis faecundam Julia vulvam 
Solveret, et patruo similes effunderet offas.’’ (4) 


We must, I fear, yet wait a season; (May1796) (c) and whatever 
we have paid, or must still pay, muft be considered as the 


AVTIAUT POY, 


a eee ee neem meee 


(4) Virg, Ain. 8. v. 429, 
(2) Juv. Sat. 2. v. 32. 


(c) We must say the samenow, Dec. 31, 1796.—We havea little 
more hope zow, August 1797.—It, has sow again vanished 
(November 1797.)——I can say nothing at present. (Feb. 1798.) 
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Or doom’d in classick (¢) impotence to rave 
Their ceaseless round, within the-smouldring cave, 
Lhe dark Vulcanian chamber, whence they strove 


I’o forge and hurl the bolts of Stygian Jove. 110 


OCTAVIUS, 


avtiAurpoy, the great price of delivery and redemption from 
flavery, revolution, French anarchy, and the disruption of social 
order; when the earth is bursting astnder, and hell yawning 
from beneath; or in language, which Edmund Borke alone 
could reproduce in English, 

Avap pry vunevns Ex CaBpoy YNS, GUTS Te yuLAveweve Taprape. 
And what wonder? It is Longinus who speaks of Homer. (a) 
(1796.) 


(g) Since the passing of the Bills (in 1795) againit.treason, 
seditious meetings, assemblies, Jectures, harangues, &c. John 
Thelwall read during the Lent season, 1796, what he termed 
Classical Lectures; and most kindly and affectionately pointed 
out she defects of all the ancient governments of Greece, Rome, 
Old France, &c. &c. and the causes of rebellion, insurrection, 
regeneration of governments, terrorism, massacres, and revolu- 
tionary murders; without the least hint or application to England 
and its constitution. ‘Shewing Zow the Gracchi were great men, 
and ‘so by implication, ‘the Bedfords, the Lauderdales, &c.—I 
must own, I fear nothing from such leétures. (1796.) 


(4) John Hatsell, Esq. the very learned, polite, and respectable 
Clerk of the House of Commons. 1796.— This accomplished 
gentleman has lately resigned his office, with that propriety 


j ! and 
(z) Long. deSubl. Sect, 9, 
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Nay, if you thus proceed, I'll read the bill, 
In Hatsell’s (4) clerkly tone, clear, loud, and shrill, 
And Jekyll’s (7) comment too. 
AUTHOR. 


and discernment ‘of time, and circumstance, and of the 
¢¢ zetatis insidie,”’ which have uniformly distinguished his very 
useful and honourable life in publick office. Quando ullum 


znvenient parem ! 


THE ILLUSTRIOUS SPEAKER-OF THE H. or C. the Rt. Hon. 
Henry Appineron, (neither inferior nor second to any 
statesman in that House in temperate eloquence, accuracy of 
knowledge, and soundness of understanding) announced Mr. 
Hatsell’s intended ressignation in a manner which did honour to 


the sincerity of his friendship, and to his sense of the loss of so . 


able a servant of the publick. The House was unanimous in 
their applause. Mr. Pirr seconded the Speaker, and pronounced 
also his testimony. But it is sufficient to say, Mr. Pirt spoke, 
when that Rt. Hon. Minister thinks proper to assume the 
language of commendation.——Mr. Hatsell has given a most 
judicious work (4) to the publick, which all senators will do well 
to consult frequently. Mr. H. will excuse me for adapting to 
him in this respect a few words from Quintilian. ‘* Monumenta 
<* rerum posteris quzerentibus. tradidit. Frequentabunt ejus 
«¢ domum optimi juvenes, et veram viam, velat ex oraculo, 

petent. 


(2) Precedents of Proceedings in the H, of C. with observations 
4. volumes 4to. in 
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ACU er Oars. 


Pray, heav’n, forbear: 
Come then, I'll breathe at large ethereal air, 
Far from the bar, the senate, and the court, 
And in Avonian fields with Steevens sport, 
(Whom late, from Hampstead journeying (-) to his 
Aurora oft for Cephalus (7) mistook, [ book, 
What 


€ netent, Hosille formabit ut vetus gubernator, littora et por- 
I 4 ’ 
“ tus, et quid secundis flatibus, quid adversis, ratis poscat, doce- 


«¢ bit, et communi ductus officio et amore quodam operis.”” 
Quintil. Lib, 12. c. xi, s. 1.—Mr. Hatsell will not suspect the 
yand which has paid this tribute to his character and his merits. 


(Augusi 17g7.) 
() There is too much of pertness and self sufficiency in Mr. 


Joseph Jekyil’s remarks: and I do not apprehend that his wittl- 
cistns will ever shake a minister like the Rt. Hon. William Pitt. 


Magno discrimine Causam 
Protegere affectas ? te consule, dic tibi, quis sis, 
Orator vehemens, an Curtius, an Matho: buece 


Noscenda est mensurd tie 
Juv. Sat. Xi. Vv. 32. 


(4) He used to leave his Tusculum, the seat of Steevens and 
of wisdom, at Hampstead, between four and five o’clock every 
morning, to revise the proof sheets of the last edition of Shak- 
speare, 1793, in 15 vol, 8yo. at his friend Reed’s chambers. 
I heard of nothing else at the time, 
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What.time he brush’d her dews with hasty pace, 

To meet (#7) the Printer’s dev’let face to face:) 120 
With dogs () black-letter’D in the Stratford Course, 
Mouth-match’d like bells, yet of unequal force, (z7} 


For well I mark’d them all (0) with curious heed. 


OCTA- 


(7) “ Hunc ne pro Cephalo raperes, Aurora, timebam. 
Sappho to Phaon. 
I will own, I was always apprehensive for the safety and classick 
purity of the Artick boy, so very soon in the morning, on Primrose 
hill, ‘* earth’s freshest softest lap,’’ but notwithstanding these 
early freaks, be youth is still safe, as I hear. (1796.) 


(m) ‘* To meet—zhe Sun upon the upland lawn.” 
Gray’s Elegy. 
(2) See the first Dialogue of the Pursuits of Literatare. 


(zz) “ My love shall hear the musick of my hounds, 
‘¢ And gallant chiding; match’d in mouth like bells, 
‘* Each under each.” &c. 


Midsummer Night’s Dream. 


(0) I termed the commentators on Shakspeare out of mere 
pleasantry, ‘* black-letter dogs,’’-—But if among these scholars, 
orin any other description of the learned, there should be found a 
MAN, who, with the grace of exterior accomplishment, or the 
fulsome semblance of it; with the gifts of fortune, and the rank 
of a gentleman; with a strong devotion to literature without 
remission and almost without example; with acuteness of mind 
and extensive classical erudition; who, I say, should so far for- 
get himself, as to practise arts which would disgrace the meanest 
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Not all: you pass’d the grave laborious (p) Reed, 


Friend 


retainer to learning:-—Jf sucH A MAN should be found, with 
fair professions and obliging attentions, simular of friendship, 
but at the bottom false, hollow, designing, and malicious; wha 
jealous of every little advancement or lucky discovery, even of a 
professional artist, should strive to depress the efforts of struggling 
laborious merit, or to blast the rival ingenuity of his learned 
contemporaries; who should inflict a wound with more than 
Parthian dexterity, and yet be studious of frequenting the 
company of men of character to countenance his own; and 
finally, who should collect and scatter around him the wrus lunare, 
the vaporous drops that hang in any region of infection, that the 
objects of their influence might feel the blast of the enchanter, 
and know not whence it comes. Jf, I say, sucn a MAN should 
be found, I shall not name him, and it is not for him to lay bare 
his own conscience by a foolish, appropriating indiscretion. I 
have only sketched out at present such a character im prose; and 
all I shall sdy further is, may He, 7/sucH A MAN E€Xist, strive to 
wipe out, such actions by more than literary contrition; and 
deeply feel and know that he has lived, throughout the course of 
4 life not inconsiderable in its duration, under a fatal error and 
a wretched abuse of time, learning, talents, and accomplishments. 
—-This character is left on record, like any of La Bruyere’s, 
without even the shadow of a name. \t shall ever remain wnaffre- 


priated by mes (1796.) 4 
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Friend to most traders in researches quaint, i 


‘J.ayman or priest, the sinner or the saint 5 
Farmer he loves, and Steevens will receive: 
Though not Mre( /p)Masterre(q)Ireland by your leave, 
He laughs to see our new Salmoneus stand, 


His mimick thunder rattling o’er the Strand, 130 


On fiery coursers from Olympia’s plain, 
Tossing the torch, in sov’reign splendor vain, + 190 


Command 


If any person should ask why such a character was drawn, I 
reply in the words of Pope: 
“¢ Ask you the provocation that I had? 
The strong antipathy of good To Bap.” 


(/p) Isaac Reed, Esq. editor of Dodsley’s old plays, lately 


republished; a gentleman of learning, information, and ingenuity, 
and greatly respected. 


(1796). 
(ff) Alluding to the uniform and constant reduflication of 
the o/d spelling of every word, in Mr. Ireland’s zew volume by 


I mention him with very particular 
d 
pleasure. 


Shakspeare. Masterre for master, dye for dy, brotherre for 


brother, &c. &c. 


(g) The possessor and editor of the MSS. asserted to be 
Shakspeare’s; from whose offciva in Norfolk-street, issued the 
tragedy of Vortigern, claiming to be the composition of 
Shakspeare, acted in March, 1796, at Drury-lane Theatre, and 
received in such a flattering manner. (a) 


(a) i.e. dmn'd by Box, Pit, and Gallery, 
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Command the world’s prostration from afar, 
““ SHAKSPEARE and Jove” grav’d on the burning car 


In letter’d radiance ? 


AIEEE Re 


Soft a while ; ’tis wrong : 
Can strains like these to manuscripts belong ? 
To notes, bonds, deeds, receipts, fac-similes, 
And all that lawyers feign for proper fees ? 
Monks and Attorneys may engage Malone: 
Annius, (7) or Ireland, (s) tis to me all one. 140 
Give me the soul that breathes in Shakspeare’s page, 
Strength from within, the unresisted rage, 
The thought that stretch’d beyond creation’s bound, 
And in the flaming walls no barrier found 


2 


The 


(r) Annius was a monk of Viterbo in the 15th century, and 
celebrated for many forgeries of ancient manuscripts and 
inscriptions. See his Seventeen Books of Antiquities. It may be 
proper to observe, that mere vanity was his motive; he never 
solicited any subscription for his ancients. 


(s) See all the farrago, of which Mr. Ireland possesses 


the originals, numerous beyond -belief; I will not attempt to 
describe them. (1795). 
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The pen he dipt in mind; (ss)—I’ll-hush to rest 
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The little tumults of a critick’s breast. 
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What though no Vatican unbars the door, 


No Palatine to Ireland yields it’s store, 
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Treasures he has, and many a prouder tome 


ee 


Than kings to Granta gave, or Bodley’s dome. 150 


Pages, on which the eye of Shakspeare (¢) por’d, 
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The notes he made, the readings he restor’d, | 
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The very gibes he scribbled, and the joke 
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That from the laughing bard on margins broke. 


But where’s the dark array, the vesture plain, 


With many a mould’ring venerable stain ? 
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All fled : a wonder opens to our view ; 
The shield is scower’d, and the books are new: (*) 
In 
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(t) Mr. Ireland asserts that he has the very library of Shakspeare, 
with his signature, his notes, and remarks, &c. in the margin 
of the books, all in bis own hand-writing. 3 
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(«) Mr. Ireland has not thought proper to preserve the books 


of Shakspeare’s Library in their original and curious old black 
binding, 
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In her own hues great Nature best is seen, 159 


So Ireland spoke; and made the black—QOve Green. 


Eternal verdure bloom in Shakspeare’s grove ! 
Where led by light from heav’n, he oft would rove 
In solitude and sacred silence blest ; 

And in the musings of his mighty breast, 
Allas he scann’d the volume of the past, 
O’er Greece and Rome one wishful glance would cast ; 
Mourn not, pleas’dNature cried, their soundsunknown, 
My universal language is your own. 

OG sD ASV. Wai 

Enough for me great Shakspeare’s words to hear, 
Though but in common with the vulgarear, 170 
Without one. note, or horn-book in my head, 
Ritson’s coarse trash, or lumber of the dead. 

Can 
binding, (as could have been wished); but, like the nurse 
employed by Dr. Cornelius Scriblerus, he has scowered them 
well, and made them a// sew; and with singular felicity 
has re-bound them ALL i” GREEN morocco///—N. B. I have 
written this whole passage in the Poem and the Notes, to fer- 
fetuate the memory of this extraordinary event in literary history, 


which seems to be passing into oblivion.—I cannot think that 
any subject relating to Shakspeare should be wholly disregarded. 


(1796). 
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Can flippant wit, and book-learn’d confidence, 
Alone give right to science, taste and sense ? 

Is modest worth by idle boasting shewn ? 
Then, nor till then, will 1 approve Malone : (y) 


See 


(v) See Mr. Malone’s Enquiry into the authenticity of Mr. 
Ireland’s Shakspeare MSS. &c. which he calls (not improperly) 
a Vindication of Shakspeare, The subject is indeed rather 
overlaid by the Jearned critick, but there is much sagacity and 
ingenuity in the treatment of it, and I think it is satisfactory 
and proves the point. Still Mr. Malone is too confident and 
presumptuous, and not always attentive to that politeness of 
character, which at least all amateur criticks should maintain, 
I think Mr. Ireland will now hardly say of these manuscripts 


and original plays of Shakspeare. 


Nunc non é manibus illis, 
Nunc non é tumulo /ortunatéque favilla, 
Nascentur violz ? + 


No, Mr. Ireland, neither violets nor Guinzas.”—Go to bed, 
Basil; good night, go to bed.” (See the Spanish Barber). 


I have just read two pamphlets on this subject, the first by Mr. 
Treland’s son, and the second by Mr. Ireland himself. The 
shameless effrontery of THe Boy, in avowing himself the author 
of these manuscripts, is only equalled by the tender solicitude of 
credit and authenticity. Mr. Jreland 
the whole with his son who, as he con- / 
the collection to him, plays, receipts, 

drawings, Hi 
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See on the critick,.“‘ in his pride of place,”? 


E.aborious 


drawings, deeds,‘ white, black and grey, and all the trumpery;” 
but declined naming the person from whom he received them. 
Mr. Ireland senior zow presents us with the testimony of the 
Rev. Dr. Parr, Sir Isaac Heard, Mr. Pinkerton, Mr. Laureat 
Pye, Mr. Boswell, &c. who all signed a paper (very wisely to be 
sure) that they were convinced of the authenticity of the papers. 
What can that prove ?—The boy’s tale is simple; he absolutely 
asserts that he forged the whole collection, and gave the papers 
to his father, to please at once and to deceive him, and the 
world. A very dutiful and very modest lad! Do we believe 
the boy? If we do, the business is at an end. The Father 
again and again asserts, that fe is ignorant of the person or the 
place from whence they came, and refers to his son’s informa- 
tion. Now he disbelieves his own son, and defends the authen- 
ticity of the papers. Utrum Horum 2 


In short, ereveen them both, Father and Son, there appears to 
me, what the Greeks call a Yropyn, a sort of naturak parental 
affection for these manuscripts, which is very strange, and 
which I cannot explain, but which quite satisfies me as to the 
nature of their orzgizality. Mr. Malone’s learning and politeness 
have not much to do with the business as @ matter of fac#; and 
the whole question now turns upon this momentous, point: 
“whether Mr. Ireland or Mr. Malone is rue GREATEST 
SCHOLAR? (c)” This is what the logicians call the Reductio ad 
Absurdum; and there the question may sleep, and Shakspeare 


too, (Jan. 5, 1797.) 


aoe = 


(c) See Mr. Treland’s farewell pamphlet on Mr Malone’s 
Scholarshiz. July 1797. 
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Laborious Chalmers drops hisleaden maces (yy) 

In the wild squabbles of a wordy war, 

Let rabid (z) Porson tell, or griesly Parr, (#) 189 
Coombe, Travis, Ireland, or whate’er the name, 
The breeding of mere criticks is the same: 


From 


(yy) See % The Apology for the Believers in— Mr. Ireland’s) 
Shakspeare Papers.” 


«© So fore’d from wind-guns lead itself can fly, 
** And pond’rous slugs cut swiftly through the sky.” f 


Mr. Chalmers is a well informed, very useful, and well-meaning 


33 


writer, but too ** laborious, heavy and busy” in his works. It 
was but a waste of erudition to throw it away on this compo- 
sition. He always has my thanks for his political-information ; 
but I wish he had more spirit-and a more animated manner ; 


for he is a gentleman of great learning and respectability. 


(z) Mr. Professor Porson’s Letters to Archdeacon Travis are 
conspicuous for their erudition, acuteness, accuracy, virulence, 
bitterness, and invective. 


(a) Tallude to Dr. Parr’s Controversy with Dr. Coombe, 
eritick and man-midwife, about Horace. It seems Dr. Parr was 
angry that he did not assist the little critical man-midwife at 
the labour, ‘* rite maturos aperire partus.’’ Dr. Parr is more 
fond of a Cesarian operation in criticism. See more in a future 
note tothe Third Dialogue of this Poem, 
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From royal Phalaris let your views. extend 


To Bristol’s wizard stripling, and his end. 


Here Catcott (2) cry, in chearless life’s decline, 
Thus Rowley once, and Chatterton were mine. 
He saw 4s Bard by Milles’s pond’rous length (44) 
O’erlaid,. revive in splendor, fame, and strength, 
For Bryant.(c) came; the Muses all return, 

j 5 


And light their lamps at Rowley’s fruitful urn ; 
While 


(3) When frst published the first part of this poem (in 1794) 
I had only casually glanced on the subject of Rowley. See 
P. of L. Part I. but since that time having had some leisure and 
more curiosity, I have perused many of the learned treatises 
upon it. I neither have, nor will shave, any thing to do with 
the decision of such a controversy as this, which is even now 
scarcely at rest; but having the feelings of a gentleman, I was 
struck, as 1 was reading, with the crue) treatment of poor Mr. 
Catcott of Bristol, the sneers upon the pewterer, and the illiberal 
reflections on a plain, curious, honest, and inoffensive man, 
without whose zeal and solicitude, (I speak from the printed 
accounts) these singular poems would never have appeared. 
He seemed to say with justice, 

Oro, miserere laborum 


Tantorum, miserere animi non digna ferentit. a 
(22) The edition of Rowley’s Poems by the Rev, Dr. Milles. 
t Virg. Ain, 2, Vv. 143. 
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While Cam receiv’d the Bard with all his train, 
Though Isis.turn’d her current in disdain. 
oOo 


The 


(c) No man of literature can pass by the name of Mr. 
Bryant without gratitude and reverence. Heisa gentleman 
of attainments peculiar to himself, and of classical erudition 
without an equal in Europe. His whole life has been spent in 
laborious researches, and the most curious investigations. He 
has a youthful fancy, anda playfal wit: with the mind, and 
occasionally with the pen, of a poets; and with an ease and 
simplicity of style aiming only at perspicuity, and, as I think, 
attaining it. He has contended in various fields of controversy 
with various success; but always with a zeal for truth anda 
soberness of enquiry. In speaking of Mr. Bryant, I have no 
necessity, as I too often have, to qualify my commendations. 
He has lived to see his eightieth winter (and may he yet long 
live) with the esteem of the wise and good; in honourable 
retirement from the cares of life; with a gentleness of manners, 
and a readiness and willingness of literary communication 
seldom found, He is admired and sought after by the young 
who are entering on a course of study; and revered, and often 
followed, by those’who have completed it. Above all, he has 
gone forth in the strength imparted unto him, in defence of the 
holy law made and given by Gop; he/has put on the panoply 
from above, and having enlarged his mind and sanétified his 
studies, he may expect with humble confidence the consummation 
of his reward. 


NoMEN IN EXEMPLUM SERO SERVABIMUS £VO.|] (1796.) 


} 


{| Milton ad Patrem y. 201. 
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The Boy whom once patrician pens adorn’d, » 

First meanly flatter’d ; (cc) then as meanly scorn’d, 
Drooping he (dd) rais’d, and lent his little aid, 
The gleanings of a hard and humble trade. 
Innoxious mans yet what may truth avail! 
Blameless his life, and simple as his tale; 

Each rude enquirer’s sneering taunt he feels, 
Contempt or insult dogs him at his heels; = 200 
No kind support subscribing fondness pours, 


For him no wealth descends in fost’ring show’'Ts 5 
Yet be this truth to future times reveal’d, 


«« The wound a Varro gave, lapis heal’d.” (a) 


Go 


(cc) Alluding to the letters written by the Hon. Horace 
Walpole (now Lord Orford) to Thomas Chatterton, printed in 
some magazines or newspapers. I remember to have seen 
them, but I cannot point out at present the time or date of 
them. Ithink they were written from Strawberry Hill, but I 


am not sure. 
(dd) 1: € ah its Catcott. 


(2) See Bishop Atterbury’s comment on the Directus Iaris 
sf Virgil.—TI shall add, JATPIKQTATOS,, Qircdweos xa: 
adwpodonnTos, DiAoMT TUK OS, YEVVALOS, VEWY O10pbwTns’, 00105, OMOIOS» 
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Go now, for moths, androlls, and parchmentssearch ; 
Ransack the chest, the closet, of the church; 
Brave all the joint associates of A. S. 
The jest insipid, and the idle guess ; 
Bind, copy, comment, manuscript and print, 
Take from good-natur’d friends some useful hint 210 
From Bewick’s (d¢) magick wood throw borrow’d rays 
O’er many a page in gorgeous Bulmer’s blaze ; 
Alas, for thee! nor profit hope, nor fame, 


Contempt your lot, and solitary shame. 


Go rather and indulge Dramarickx rage ; 
All love a publick or a private stage : 
Our nobles now, as players, will be seen, 
A Duke’s chaste daughter or a Margravine ; 


Fled 


(7) Mr. Bewick, the great restorer of the long lost art of 
engraving upon wood. I need only mention his figures of the 
quadrupeds, and his plates to Bulmer’s edition of Goldsmith’s 
poems. Mr. Bulmer is the ingenious printer of Boydell’s 
magnificent edition of Shakspeare; a work which, having 
‘been uniformly conducted on liberal principles, and intended for 
the honour of the country, should be patronised by the English 
nation, 
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Fled is the soft reserve and nicer sense, 
Those primal guards of love and innocence; 220 


Unzon’d the nymphs, like Highland Charlotte clad. 
ANU es bd. Os 
Why not a// bare ? less shame’s in being mad.(e) 


OCTAVIUa: 


And may Aglaia (f) lead them to their glass, 


Jit 


Connubial 


(e) The dress of the present period has’ warranted’ the 
caricatures of the day, particularly one, which is called ** The 
dress of ladies as it will be.” I write in A.D. Seven Hundred and 
Ninety Six. Juvenal, who wrote about the year Ninety Six, said 
ona similar subject, ‘* Nedusagas; minus est insania turpis.” 
Sot.2.v. 71, But strange to say, he was speaking of the dress of 
Men. 

(f) Aglaia is the name of one of the Graces; she dictated to 
Mr. Pope the following lines: 

Let not each beauty EVERY WHERE be spied, 

Where half the skill is decently to hide. |} 
The ladies should remember that the imagination isa busy 
power. 


|| Moral Epistles: Ep. 4. vo $3. 
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Connubial glories rising o’er their head, 
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As life’s domestick happier stage they tread ; 


There 


The 


may they. look, well pleas’d themselves to find HA 


guardians, comforts, teachers of mankind. 
ACL Ter OR: 


I listen with delight: that strain again; 
Pll bless the sex. 
OC AV alclicn, 

Now pass to titled men. 230 
Mark, as Thalia calls in graceful air, 
The soft patrician of St. James’s square; (9) 
Her nuptial (4) voice at Blenheim Marlb’rough heard, 
While lyrick Carlisle purrs (2) o’er love transferr’d. 


Nay 


(z) His Grace the Duke of Leeds, a good scholar, one of the 
very best bred men in the kingdom, and the most polite; a great 
patron of the drama and its concerns. 


(4) 4 Private Theatre often proves a convenient chapel of ease 
to Aymen.—F amilies of rank, distincion, and fortune, will at last | 
be convinced, what is the natural and inevitable conclusion of | 
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Nay Thurlow once, (’tis said) could sing or swear, 


Like Polypheme, << | cannot cannot bear ;”’ (2) 


For 


boys and girls making love to one another upon any stage, 
publick. or private, particularly zm a private theatre. If it 
terminates zz marriage, the Fathers and Mothers should not be 
surprisedor angry. Im£f the end of it, isintrigue; if the girls are 
debauched, and the boys come into life with the manners and 
morals of Players, the parents may be sorry; but it is their own 
work, 

(2) Purrs.—Dr. Johnson says, ‘* to furr is to murmur as a Cat 
or leopard in fleasure.” 1 have heard that Lord Carlisle 
(‘¢ Quel d’amor travagliato SAcRIPANTE,’) 1s writing an opera 
entitled, “* Angelica e Mepono.”’ Angelica is supposed to be 
rather advanced in life; and I think her grand-daughter is brought 
on the stage.—Doveroios. (1796.)—The Opera, as it is con- 
jectured, is to be dedicated to THe Ricgut Honovurasue Lady 
Jersey, in memory and in imitation of the gallant and accom- 
plished Medoro, as recorded by Ariosto: 


& Della Comodita che qui m’é data, 
Io povero Medor &c. 
Ariosto adds, of the noble Earl, or Count, 
és Era scritto.in 4-abico, che 11 CoNTE 


Intendea ¢osz ben come Latino.”’ 


QO. F. Cant. 23. s. 108. 


N. B. If my romantick memory does not deceive me, Sacri- 
pante was jilted by Angelica. See Ariosto. But subjects of the 
highest importance are pressing on me so fast, that I am obliged 
to dismiss Lord Carlisle, Lady Jersey, &c. &c. and all the youths 
whoare dying for places or for lave, in the words of the poet, 


Né 
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For ah! presumptuous Acis (kk) wrests the prize, 


And ravishes (/) the nymph before his eyes : 
Such 


Né sono a Ferrai, né a Sacrifante, 
(O sia CarLiGLio) fer donar piu rima; 
Da lor mi leva ¢/ Princife d’ Anglante, &c. 
O. F. Cant, 12. s. 96, 


(&) “ Torture, fury, rage, despair, 
¢* J cannot, cannot, bear.” 
Air(by Polypheme) inthe Serenata of Acis:and Galatea. 


(22) Presumptuous Acis. (i. e. Mr. Pitt.)—I allude toa circum: 
stance not generally known; but which, as I have) never seen 
any, publick notice of it, these lines are meant.to record, About 
éwo years ago the Serenata§ of Acis anD GaLaTEa (with some 
violation, | believe, of the fable, and not.a little of the harmony 
and of the melody) was performed in Downing Street to a private 
company. The part of dcis by Mr. Pirt, Polysheme by Lora 

THURLOW, 


§ Mr. Pitt patronizes musical performances on the principle 
of the gods according to Plato; but with Apollo, Dionusus is not 
forgotten. Ox, cor. omreipavres avoowrwy (some.MS.insert 
T OMTINWY) emiMOvoy meQunos yevos, tas Mucus, xa Arodruva 
xot Lxrovuo ov Zuveopracras edooav.”’ Plat. de Legibus. I. 3. f Yn 
Mr. Pitt’s musica/ ministry, the famous terms of the Exdvoig 
and the ExGodn of Bacchius and Aristides are familiar and much, 
ased by this great modern artist.. The Parmos Aytidboyyos (see 
Athenzus L. 14. p. 635). between Mr. Pitt and\Lord Thurlow 
was much admired by the Cabinet about the year 1794. 

} Plat. Op. Ed, Serrani Tom 2. p..653. 
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Such feats his honour little Pepper (7) saw, 
In all the pride of musick and of law. 240 


AUTHOR, 


a 


Tuurtow, and Galatea, by Lorp Loucunorocn. Mezzi 
Soprani, Lorp Kenyon and Pepper Arpén, witha sort of 
Messa Bassat by Epmunp Burxe; the other vocal parts by a 


select Committee of both Houses 2 due cori. I was not present at 
the entertainment myself, but was informed, that Me. Pitt, in the 
execution of the dificult passages, did not sufficiently attend to 
his affoggiaturas, which indeed he seldom does; thatthe daritexo 
of Lord Thurlow. was quite Polyphemish, and fully sustained ; 
but that it was impossible zo ao justice to Lord Loughborough’s 
diminuendo, when—he died away in the arms of Acis. (1796 
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N/B. Bishop Hurd would say this’ ‘note is allegorical, or 
Eleusinian: the late Mr.Gibbon and Lord Sheffield would asstoutly 
deny it. For my own part TI think there is much eloquent 


musick in these metaphors, which record the political conversion of 
Lozsp LoveHsoroucn to Mr. Pitt’s party.—«5/ le Grend 
Opera!!! (1796). 


(7) The Nymph, i. e. Galatea, i.e. Lord Loughborough. 
This was more thana Sadine feat in my opinion, Who’s afraid ? 
not Mr. Pitt. 


nt are ene tennant perpeeases 
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(m) Little Pepper, i.e. Sir Richard Pepper Arden, Kt. 
Master of the Rolls. His /egal abilities have certainly been 
under rated, but | have done ample justice to his musical powers. 
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+ All the Casholicks know (and we have enough of them to tell 
us, as the Marquis and Marchioness of Buckingham know to 
their own and their company’s cost) that the Messa Basia'is'a silent 
mass Whispered by the priest during a musical performance. (1796.) 
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AUTHOR. 


If truth and joke, though pleasingly combine, 
What credit will attend the motley linc ? 


Where is your trust ? 
OCTAVTIUS. 


To.this discerning land 
I'trust, and laugh: there are who undérstand. 
If from state farces, when the House-is-up, 
Some seek the green room, and with Kemble sup, 
(For who on modest merit shuts the door ?) 
Leeds says, so gentle Lielius did before ; 
Lelius, in whom each graceful act could please, 
In Wisdom mild, and dignified in ease, 250 


With Terence oft the publick cares would shun. 
AU TREE Ri 


‘Terence and Kemble—the dispute is done. 
I ever mark’d (deem not the aera severe) 
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Confound them, I'll believe a saint, a rogue 
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Andrews writes farce, a Duke the epilogue ; 


— ee 


Burke may the right of property invade ; 
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Steevens contract the Commentator’s trade ; 


To Erskine, Kenyon seem a classick wit ; 


Or Paine apologize for holy writ ; 260 
Tae Dramatisr (x) himself and fame belie, 

1¢ stage for truth and honesty ; 

St. Helens quit his diplomatick pomp ; 

Siddons be comick ; Jordan sink the Romp ; 
Treland prove Shakspeare ; Bentley be Malone ; 
THetwall dread preaching, or high treason, Stone ; 
Who hates not Merry, Jerningham may loye ; 
And Gifford Della Crusca’s self approve, 
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Merry and Crusca !—Gifford’s right : beware; 
The very ground is his and Bavian air. 270 


AUTHOR. 


(z) Seea Poem entitled, ‘* The. Political Dramatist of the 
** Ffouse of Commons in 1795 : a Satire, 2d Ed. witha Postscript 
** containing Remarks on the Declaration of the Whig Club 
** on the 23d of January 1796.” This Poem is recommended 
to the publick on those fudlick principles, which I consides 
2s of the highest importance to these kingdoms, 
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With light that marks, but marks not to expite 3 
The climes he roams, where’er his footsteps sped, 


I pass with caution, or but lightly tread, 


a + HAVAIIAY 
} Hii 


Fae pleted bx th he» eae Wok See Gr ae ee See eee 
Or pleas’d with flow’rs his fancy best can strew, 


I sit, and think I read my Pope anew. (2) He 


S 


Yet grant the stage is zob/e; 1 believe 


Greek is plebeian, with Lord (2) Belgrave’s leave: 
Though 


(1) The author of the Baviad and the Meaviad. Mr. Gifford is 
the most correct poetical writer I have read, since the days of 
Pope. Upon the whole, I give the preference to the Baviad, 
after much consideration, though both the Poems may be 
studied with pleasure and advantage.—I have not the honour of 
Mr. Gifford’s acquaintance; and indeed, from the nature of my 


retirement, I probably may never see him. (1796). 
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(n) Lord Belgrave; a learned and accomplished young 
nobleman of the present time. At his first entrance into the 
House of Commons in all the honest enthusiasm of his heart, in 
academick freshness and classick vigour, he quoted a passage 
from Demosthenes in Greek. This subjected him to the idle and | 
impotent ridicule of the Dramatist of the House of Commons, whose | 


schooléoy memory on that occasion happened to be more accurate. 
I Lord 
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Though now some‘high imperial criticks ‘chafe, 


To think not Adschylus himself 1s safe. 80 


Go to his text: revise, digest,’compare, 

With Porson’s shrewdness, or with Valknaér’s care: 
Say, is the learned page once out ofsight ? 

Some Scotch Greek swindling printer (0) steals your 


night. | 
But 


Lord Belgrave had_done no more than J have often heard from 
Mr. Fox himself, who loves and understands Greek. As to the 
long and illustrious train of our young nobility and gentry, 
distinguished for their loyal conduét and attachment to their 
country, I will say with some spirit and animation ; 
Dii patrii, quorum semper sub numine Jraa est, 
Non tamen omnino Teucros delere, paratis, 
Cum tales animos Juvenum., et.tam certa tulistis 
Pectora! § 
(nn) “* They swear, not Addison himself is safe.” Pope. 
(o) I allude toa transaction which seems to be unwarranta- 
ble. Mr. Porson, the Greek Professor at Cambridge, lent his 
manuscript corrections and conjectures on the text of Aischylus, 
toa friend in Scotland; for he once had, and LI hope still has, 
an intention of publishing that Tragedian, though it may now 
be suspended. His corrected text fell into the hands of the 
Scotch printer Fowlis, and without the Professor’s leave, or even 
knowledge, he published a magnificent edition of Aischylus 
from it, without notes, I believe my statement is tolerably 
correct, Iam sure I would not misrepresent any fact whatever, 
nor 
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But mark, the sea-birds sound-the note of doom, 


15 ¢ 


And venom’d insects (4) cluster round the tomb, | 
The Grecian billows foam along the strand, 

In angry murmurs deaf ’ning all the land ; 

Ranging for vengeance from his native shore, 


ARCHILOCHUS is rous’d, to sleep no more. 290 
nor have I ever done so intentionally ; and I would retra@ 


any 
mistake with the 


utmost willingness. I hope however that Mr. 
be discouraged, but continue his labours on 
the Greek Lexicon of Photius, as the learned world are in eager 


expectation of a work 


Porson will. not 


so long, and hitherto so vainly, desired. 
But, in my opinion, the lovers of literature would be infinitely 
more obliged to him, or to any other illustrious critick, for a 
new edition of the Greek Bibliotheca of Photius, which abounds 
with the most curious and valuable Excerpta of Writers, whose 


integral works are lost for ever. At present it is troublesome 


even to read the remains of the laborious erudition of the 
Patriarch of Byzantium, (1796.) 


(4) The tomb of Archilochus was placed on the sea shore, 


(i think in the island of Paros,) and the poets feigned that in 


the cavities of the stone, worn away by the waves, a swarm of 


wasps was concealed, ready to avenge the least insult that could 
ve offered to it. 


26 ae, 


BIG@ASSS OSVIIIISSSGSSSHSTGGIIIIIGIDS 


82% 


a 


END OF THE SECOND DIALOGUE. 
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THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


DIALOGUE-THE THIRD. 


Exrayzav 9’ ap’ oioro ar’ wuwy xwomevoro, 

Avte nuvnfevros. 6 0 nie Nuxti comws. 

Eéer’ exeit’ amavevde vewy, wera 9’ s0v inxe, 
Dawn oe uravyn yever’ apyupeoio Cioo. 

Oupnas wev Tpwrov exwxero, xai KYNA® cpyes, 
Avrap exer’ AYTOISI Ceras exemeuues axduess 


Bada* ass de Tupas vexuwy xasovto Oxpeias. 
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TO THE THIRD DIALOGUE (a) 


OF THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


Tavre wav? darep Tuwv, dxep rns Adnfeas, « dep rns 
juerepas Llores, xas twv Nowy, xo rns Lwrnpias, row 


mis EuoeScas, nar tns Logns, nar tus EdevQepias, darep rev 
“OW, = Waok  DLuuDepovrwy AKPIBOAOLTDOYMAIT KAI 
id > 


AIEZEPXOMAI. (5) 


a PRESENT the Third Part of this Poem to the publick, 
at the fame time that I offer the Second: though I had 
intended to delay it. But some subjeéts are of an im- 
portance serious and urgent, not to be deferred. Where- 
ever the freedom of the press exifts, (and WITH US may 
that freedom be perpetual!) I muft affert that LITERA~ 
TURE, well or2ll conducted, IS THE GREAT ENGINE dy 


Sey 
WICH 


(a) Firft printed in May 1796. 
(2) Demosthenes, i 
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which, I am fully persuaded, all. civilized: states must 
ultimately be supported or overthrown. 


It is not enough to say, a book is bulky or voluminous, 


— ete ee. 


and therefore can have no effeét upon the mass of the 
people, because that opinion is not true. Such a book 
can not only. be abridged and dispersed abroad, but. a man 
hike Thomas Paine, with a rude, wicked, and daring 


manner of thinking, and with vulgar but impressive lan- 
guage, may blend the substance of the opinions with his 
own, and in a short popular tract make them familiar 
and intelligible to every apprehension. Thus are men 
fooled out of their understanding, fooled out of their security, 
and fooled out of their happiness: and when they haye lost 
every blessing beyond recovery, they look round at each 
other ina stupid despair, clashing their:chains and: unable 
to shake them off, and ask, ‘* How has all this been brought 
‘© about ?”’ 


I am not an enemy to the liberty of discussion, and’ the 


toleration of opinions’; I am for No literary proscription. 
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But I think it is plainly our znéerest, as well as our duty, 
(while we yet may) to strive to support THAT CONSTITUTION 
IN CHURCH AND STATE, which has hitherto been 
able to build us up, and to give us an inheritance, or 
rather the pre-eminence, among all those who have been 
strengthened by policy, or sanétified by revelation. What 
I would contend for also, is this; that among all 
who are worthy to be called scholars or legislators, - 
criticism, observation, and watchfulness are peculiarly 


necessary; that men may hear of their common danger, 


Tae re i a setae epee inthe este 
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and be admonished to put a few plain questions to 
themselves; ‘“‘ WHAT are we going to resign or give up, 
and 
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[ s63 J 
and why? WHAT are we going to adopt, and wherefore 2” 
I repeat it,-NOw, in this. our day, while the bitterness 
of politecal death is passing upon almost every other nation 
in Europe. 


When we are opening the avenues to Political Reform, 
and to the consequent inevitable dissolution of our own 
government, is it possible that we can for a moment 
forget the tremendous Republick? Over every state, and 


island, and promontory in Europe she sits tyrant or 
arbitress. 
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Oupeos e& trare oxommy eye, bs xe oe pee 


BYZZOOEN <Sepuceis! (c) 
From every other state, but England, the sceptre has fallen 
by the arms, or the principles, or the treachery of France. 
What she can effect by war and invasion, that she most 
readily and most willingly accomplishes. But she has 
other means, not less terrible, nor less certain. ‘The sub- 
terranean wind of this fierce democracy has force enough 
to overthrow, or to transport, hills and rocks torn from 
Pelorus, (d) and by this explosion they too often have 
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perished. 
terete eit ee tee ttle sho EMVeM mite oa he 
(c) Callim. Hymn. ad Delum. 125, The imagery of this Hymn 
is peculiarly splendid and aweful. “ The whole may be perused 
with much pleasure. The sentiments and expressions have often 
a sublime piety. 


Tewee poev war Ades Soran plans Ye Weootsy 
arpunows Bopexor @zos 3» cer actuderinros | 
Ane Qidn, rows ce Con9oos audiSeCnnet. 


Ve 2S. 


(2) “ L’alpestro monte, ond’ ¢ tronco Peloro.? 


Dant. Purg. C. 14. 
Whence Milton took his celebrated expressions, P. L. b. 1. 232. 
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perished. In the agony of these reflections langhage wilt 


labour, and the images of nature and all‘her elements in 
confli& and convulsion will present themselves. 


When indeed I consider this great, powerful, and yet 
opulent kingdom, with all it’s bearings and dependencies, 
J know not which to reprobate most, the folly or the 
wickedness of its internal enemies, and of the desperate 
French faction in the heart of it’s metropolis. When I 
think on these things, and at the same time reflect, that the 
eyes of a whole nation were originally opened by ONE 
Man, and the systems of internal delftruétion and of 
irreversible misery, which awaited us, were displayed and 
coniounded by His powers, I pardon and~ forget his 
eccentricities, and even his partiality for the Romish. faith 
and us professors, and the heat and violence which. too 
frequently and too fatally attend upon.the uncontrolled 
Genius of EpMUND Burke. Sometimes indeed,, (it is 
when my heart burns within me) I pour out my thoughts 
by myself in contemplation of My. COUNTRY, which I 
love with ardour unabated, and Of 275 GREAT fil TIZ EN. 
whom I approach with reverence, in the words of the 
poet : , 

Quz cum magna modis multis miranda videtur 
Gentibus iumanis Regio, visendaque fertur, 

Rebus opima bonis, multa munita virum vi, 

NI tamen HOC habutsse ViRO PRACLARIUS 27 Se; 


Nec sanctum-magis et mirum carumque videtur (e ). 


But 
(e) “ Animo widit, ingenio complexus est, eloquentia illumina- 
vit.’ These are the words of Paterculus concerning Cicero. 


How natural to transfer then to EpymMunp Burks! (1796.) The 
words of one of the Fathers of the Church were verified by the 
zeal, writings, speeches, and exertions of this great man. 
fypxet ris Avo puxos Cnvw TEM UPWILEVIS ‘OAOKAHPON 
diesS$woaclar Annoy. 


Chrysost.  Avop. a. 
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But still on such a subject, of such a ian, and at such 
a time, I would speak with precision, and admire with 
citcumspection. Letus call to mind for a moment the few 
years just past, and the transactions, the traces of which are 
felt and visible. I would, pass over them rapidly, but I 
could wish the view to be impressive. We have been de- 
delivered from a state of much znéerna/ terror and impending 
anarchy, and from the confusion of a new political 
chaos, where all was brute and diforderly. Our constitution, 
our liberties, and our rights, (I fear not to name the 
word, we have and enjoy them them all, RicgHTs pablick 
and private) all these have been preserved and confirmed. 
Every rank in society, the. peasant, the lawyer, the 
mechanick, the farmer, the tradesman, the private 
gentleman, have all felt and acknowledged, and obeyed the 
paramount call of their country. Peace is within our 
walls, and it is their work. In the higher orders of the 
state, and in the Sovereign, we have feen a gracious 
behaviour, a common interest, an equal exertion, and,a 
regular, defined, limited power. Of such a conduct seturity 
is the natural production; it blossoms into fruit. But with 
this, though man might be happy, he will not always, or 
indeed long be satisfied. He will reach at perfection 
absolute and unqualified. He forgets, that ¢heoretical 
perfection in government and practical oppression are closely 
allied. He will be more than man, and he becomes less. 
In the years 1788 and 89, the visionary prospect from the 
shore of France opened on the eyes of our modern 
Reformers. England looked upon these Reformers, and 
the government negleéted them. Societies, in the very face 
of an insulted legislature, boldly multiplied, and magnified, 
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and consolidated each other. ‘All grew up in silence. 
There was no publick apprehension among the well-affected, 
no distrust. We laughed at metaphysical distin€tions, and 
idle terms of scholastick art, and revolutionary dinners, 
and republican toasts. It was an hour of general and of 
unaccountable indifference. |The great chain of posts, 
and a species of ¢elesraphick communication had been 
established unperceived. The English Revolution’ in 
1688 was held up to seeming approbation and reverence, 
but in reality to secret or rather to open contempt ; and the 
Revolution in France 1788, was the Revolution which 
they intended to realize and to celebrate. The Reformers 
Strove to buy golden opinions of their fellow citizens, 
and to wear them in the newest gloss. The external 
decoration deceived the eye. The painted sepulchre was 
prepared and whited without, the vault and receptacle of 
all our ancient liberties, and rights, and fecurities, and 
properties, and common comforts. Still we beheld al! 
this, but went our way, and forgot what manner of men 
these Reformers were. At this very hour, when the pub- 
lick mind was darkened that it could not discern, when in 
every quarter of the heaven appeared vapour, and mist, 
and cloud, and exhalation: 

La piova maladetta, fredda, e greve, 

(Regola e qualita strana era, e nuova} 

Grandine grossa, e acqua tinta, e neve, 

Per l’aer tenebroso si riverfa; (a) 
at this very hour the morning horizon began suddenly tO 


redden. It was the dawn. Then indeed, “ First in his 
east 


(2) Dante Inf. C.’6. From what other Poet,an cient or modern, 
could I draw forth fuch expressions ? 
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east the clorious lamp was seen, Regent of Day!’ This 
luminary was EDMUND Burke. Light broke upon 
them all. The features of misrule and malignity, of 
tyranny and of oppression, the fabled spectres and hostile 
powers figured by poets and orators, were realized in the 
spirits of turbulence, dissatisfaction, sedition, rebellion, 
and democracy. But they were seen to be dispersed. The 
rays of the orb were direct, collected, and concentrated: 
they had. power to illuminate and to consume. But the 
course of this orb, though marked, was short. It is set; 
never to return.* 


F.udes !—arn? 8 Dero Ackaopwsvor ecusy, Ayirdrcu ! 
Ou psy Se Cwovros aundees, de Gavoyros. (6) 


But I must proceed.—I confess, that I am not sucha 
desperate lover of what is brought to me for abstract 
political truth, as never to make an enquiry into the 
character of the proposers of it, their personal views, and 
the men and measures with which they are connected. I 
feel myself a member of regulated society, and I would 
maintain an established order. I acknowledge myself a 
subject of a mild and equitable government, (though under 
a most severe temporary pressure) and I would preserve 
that government which gives US ALL protection. And 


66 


when I adopt the great rule, that ‘* we should love our 
neighbour as ourselves,” I have not yet made such advances 
in the theory of political justice and in the new wisdom, 
as coolly to assert, that ‘* this maxim, though possessing 
considerable merit as a popular principle, is not strictly 

** modelled 

* (August 1797.) 
(6) Hom. Il. 23.°v. 69. 
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“modelled with philosophical preciston.”* (a) I have not 
yet learned to treat the Revelation of Gop, or the 
institutions of my country, with contumely. I have no 
romantick ideas of virtues without motives, and of actions 
without regulations. I believe it to be a matter of general 
safety, that crimes should be discerned, as well as repressed, 
by legal sanctions; and that the nature of justice, and of 
Injustice, should be declared, taught, and enforced, by law, 
by religion, and by education. Experience has instructed 
me, and reason and reflection have confirmed me in the 
belief, that Conscience may be erroneous; that it is a 
monitor which needs advice, and a guide which often 
calls for superior direction. I look upon justice as the 
foundation (2) and support, but not as the whole of human 
duty; and I cannot, in insulting language, resolve the 
sum and substance of all government and civil society into 
‘‘ Laws proclaimed by Heralds, and expounded by 
Curates.”” (¢) 
Yet 

Boh SURE de Senn LRRD ee Wen Ser 

(a) See an enquiry into Political Justice, by William Godwin. 
2d, Edit. 8vo. vol. 1. page 127. 


(6) Aine tory acpares BA@PON. (Pindar.) But who calls 
a foundation, a building ?—The whole passage of the poet has 
such strength and grace, when applied to Great Britain, that I 
will present it to our Grecian patriots. ‘ Oxeoy KMEpOY aoToIS, 
Zevoros Os GepuTrovta, yywoounr trav orCray KopivOoy, mpoGupoy 
Tloredadvos, AYNAOXSBOV. Ey cé yap Kuvopuce VALEL, MACITYYN- 
ra. ve, Dina woriwy aoPanres CaSooy, KGL OMOT POIs Einave, 
THLMGS avopact HABTR, Npuoceat tardes every @®<uwiros, arezeny 
wep, HOPOU [LATEDA Goacupen Poy. Ey ds Mac? GOUTEVOOS, ey ©° 
Apns vewy sricis ayciow avdewve Pind, Olymp. O. 13. 
(¢) See Godwin on Justice as above, vol. 2. Pp. 299. 
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Yet.do I.not. speak professionally, IL have.no personal 


tol ile in oe pedals the law, or the state. But I 
speak again and again, w ith earnestness and with since Sr1tV, 
from the mingled affections of yegard, fear, and hope for 


us, (and I trust, we -are the great majority) who yet HN 


oh 


remain firm, constant, and unshaken by such writers as 


D 
these. .I speak to.all, ene have the courage, and learning, 


and ability to repress them, not by force, (God forbid!) 
but by reasoning, and by appeals to the understanding, 


I 


and the social relations of their fellow creatures. 


i speak 


to all who can restue them from the cold unfeeling tyranny 


of modern metaphysicks, as exhibited in the new systems 


ligion they have none); and 
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of government and manners, (re 


from nonsense which must at last be found impracticable, 


when every estate and condition of man has been overthrown 


for their pleasure and experiments; that these new arbiters, 


—" 


or creators, of human destiny may introduce a government 
without principles, laws without mercy, and morality 
without a motive. 


The main point of rest to every empire is the principle 
on which voluntary and habitual obedience is paid to 
established authority. Half a century is insufficient for 
any new power or constitution to find it’s level. It is 
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indeed matter of great patience, as well as of deepest 
concern, to reasonable men, to observe what is sé7// 
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carrying on in this country in defiance of every evil which 
has been felt, and will long continue to be felt, from the 


introduction of new principles among other nations. For 


the sentence of final destruction seems to be now executing 
on the various governments of Europe. 
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Yes, Lmust weep for you, ye rival vales, 
Arno and Andalusia! but for thee 
More largely, and with filial tears must weep, 
© Albion, O my country! Musé thou join, 
| In vain dessever’ad from the rest ?— 


I trust not in vain. (a) Still the last dispensation of mercy 
25 offered TO THIS ISLAND: and it is only to be deserved 


and continued to us by firmness, temperance, and piety, 
and by perseverance in the constitution sacred and civil 
which, now 1s; without daring to attempt any present 

innovation 


ad 


ec ce 


(a) Historical facts of ancient times are wholly inadequate 
to the illustration of the present great events, but some passages 
are not unworthy of attention. In “the 256th year of Rome, when 
the Latins declared for Tarquin, the Gonscript Fathers were not 
terrified, though all their 4//ies, the Rutuli, the Volsci, and other 
powers "deser ted them. Zhe Senate was still bold, though Rome 
had rebellious subjects in the heart of the metropolis, and the 
State and Constitution were preserved. There were men who, 
like the Tookes and Thelwalls of our days, taught the people, 
pen Dir Sa ELV EV TTOAEL [ANOEVOS GUTOS Bee. x Eraoiosen,” 
and enforced all the Sade arguments of revolt and sedition. 
I refer sk the fifth B. of the Roman Antiquities of Dionysius 
Praveataaseeheis Sect. 83 which is curious and instructive. . But 
one sentence of this neglected Historian is so singularly applicable 
to our own immediate- - citcumstances ( August 1787) that it may 
not be improper to insert it. It is from the 62d. Section of the 
eth Book. “ Oudev o: Pwuaior ramrenwwbevres, 8 grabeww sinoe ny 
TES [LEYLITE TOAEUOV KVAIPOUUEVOUS, aL esis AITETNQ- 

KOTA> =YM)I VIA XIKAS EAITITAA> AG TAIS OMELAIC 
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KHATOPYWGAYTES TOV TOAEMOV, BOEVE KOIMWORWEVOL, THE dozens.” 
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Dion. Halicarn. Rom. Hift. I. 5. §. Go, 
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peel 
innoyationin theory or in practice. It is indeed by looking 
calmly, (not as slaves or bigots, but as wise men,) upon those 
imperfections, which human institutions never can prevent, 
or wholly remove, that we may yet hope, ynder providence, 
to preserve for ourselves and our posterity the blessings 
of cultivated society, in this awful and general convulsion 
of Europe. They are best secured to us by our-present 
form of government and laws, which being just in their 
principle, temperate in their effects, impartial in their 
application, and merciful in their execution, have the 
sanction of time, of wisdom, and of experience. In 
whatever shape French Philosophy may approach, however 
recommended or dignified, or disguised, by scholars, or by 
ignorant and’ seditious men, in Greek; in Latin, in French, 
or in English, I would resist and repel] it. Whenever the 
machine appears before the walls, I shall never regard it as 
ithe gift of Minerva, but call aloud to try the temper and 
the substance of it, ferra Argolicas fadare latebras, to 
distrust the present, and to reject the offer. Let the enemy 
be dragged forth to light and shewn as hews, and 1 will yet 
trust that the kingdom and the citadel may stand, 


The THIRD PART of this poem opens with a playful 
subject, and it is treated as such. But as the poem 
advances, I must (to use a prophet’s expression) ‘ shew 
my dark speech upon. the harp,” and must, now and then 
perchance, strike the strings somewhat leudly, and descend 


into a more severe and a more solemn harmony. But 


é 
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what I esteem to be necessary, that I will declare; and 
what I feel it to be my duty to represent, that I will have Ht 
c - 


the boldness to publish. Through the whole course of my 
life, in every trying circumstance, and in every wayward 
event, 
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évent, publick.and private, I have held fast the concise and 
strong admonition of the poet : 


Tu NE CEDE MALIs; sed contra audentior 2t0, 
Quam tua te’Fortuna sinet. 

My learning and- researches, such as they are, I submit 
to scholars ; my opinions, my labour, and my services, in 
the integrity of affection, I offer ro my coun TRY; my 
errors and defects I leave to publick reprehension, in a 
respectful silence. Whether men wil] hear, or whether 
they will not hear, is not strictly my personal concern; 
but my intention 20 man taketh from me. 
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PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


DIALOGUE‘ THE THIRD. (a) 


Marawroywy Onua mpocerrato Earada pecorokwy, copas 
eT1PGovoy Texas oveidos. (6) 


OC Le ve 


| VV HAT then, shall none rerhain, to whom belongs 
The care of Attick bards and Dorian songs ? (c) 
Shall England boast no more, in order’d clans, 


Her owls from Athens and her Delian swans ? 


(a) First printed in May, 1796. 
(4) Athenzi Deipnosophist; L, 14. p. 617. Ed. Casaub, 


(c) The subject of Greek Literature is resumed. See the 
eonclusion of the Second Dialogue. 
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Is no memorial left of ancient fame, 
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No dirge funereal, nor ove Grecian game 


Sasa See 
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There is: lo, learned Clerks in sable stole, 


HYDOOSSODOOSSSS 


Graceful. in years, pant eager for the goal. (a) 
Old Norb’ry ()-starts, and-with the-seveath-form (c) 


boys 
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In weecls of Greek the church-yard’s. peace annoys, 10 


RESTS ee ee ee nnn Te 
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vr 


With classick Weston, (cc)Charley Coote, and Tew, (d) 


In dismal dance about the mournful yew. 
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But 


(az) I allude to the rage for translating Gray’s Elegy into 
Greek verse,,by so many combatants for the prize, of whom 
more in the following notes. 


(4) The Reverend Doétor Norbury, late one of the assistants 
and now one of the fellows (or old doys) at Eton, published the 
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first Greek translation of the Elegy. 


(c) In Eton School there are but six forms for the boys’ 
These Reverend Divines, it seems, have only taken one step 
since they left school. 


yec) The Rev. Mr. Stephen Weston is a man of much 
ingenuity, great classical knowledge, and skilled in various 
languages, 
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But first in notes: Sicilian (2) plac’d on high, 
Bates sounds thesoft preluding symphony ; 


And 


(7) Monsieur Petrier (Editor of thé Tabléau de Paris, &¢.) 
favoured me with the following record and extract, which J 
give in hisown French terms, as they are-very significant and 
forcible. § 


‘ PLacE DE LA TRADUCTION, 


Jean Norsury, Docteur en Theolo 


** Acsocié a Eton. Age soixante et huit ans. 


1 


“ Erienne Weston, .Bachelier en Théologie, Abbé, 


** Voyageur, Versificateur, ci devant Recteur. Age cinquante ans 


Aiirs 
“‘ Cuarzes Coore, ¢t Docteur e 


€¢ dois, Agé cinquante et deux 


én Théologie, Doien Irlan- 
ans; selon le régistre. 
‘““Epouarp Trew, Bachelier en. Théologie, Chanoine et 


Associé 4 Kton, Age cinquante et sept ans. 


‘ 
GUILLOTINES a la Grecque, 25 Floreal Quintidi, 1 1796. 
Extrait du Registre de la Guillotine Literatre.”? 
N.B. Lis ‘sont montés sur 2 gre hae avec asses de courage; a 


dix-heures et un quart du matin leurs tetés sont tombés.” 


Extrait du Rapport fait AU CONSEIL DES ANCIENS, par 


l’Executeur de la haute justice litéraire. 


A Ne seen rene 


t P.S, J’ai regue une lettre trés obligeante de Ja part de 
Monsieur’ Peltier, dont j’ai’ Ja plus haute con sideration, qui 
m’a informé, qu’il yaune petite méprise dans le Registre au 
alge Monsieur le DocTEuR Coors, Traducteur celebre, 
Quwiln “etoit pas Doien Irlandois & dk consequent, grand theo- 


ogieo, mais Docteur en Droit Ciyil e n Angleterre, pd deiiee 
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d cadence, as the bands condense, 


Cy 


And in sa 
The curfew tolls the knell of parting Suns. 


Nares 


te) Notes Sicilian—Joau Batzs, Esq: as an old» Etonian, 
and once Fellow and Tutor of King’s College, Cambridge, was 
so obliging as to offer himself as Musical Conductor on the occasion. 
allude to 


Some persons may think, that the * notes Sicilian” 


the Ay PETE DincAimas Te ev4eos, APXETE Moca::t but they 
are no musicians, if they think so. Mr. Bates’s judgment 
naturally Jed him to adopt the Svci/iana for this famous solemnity, 
as itis a movement slower and more marked than the Gzga. 
While the \Siciliana was playing, the combatants, before they 
entered the lists, approached the Critick’s throne moving in.a sort 
of measured step, The Rev. Mx. Nares, (editor of the British 
Critick, and in my estimation, and I believe in that of every 
member of Lincoln’sdun, a gentleman of worth, learning and ability, 
and to whom not the slightest disrespect is here intended) was 
ge or BpwCevs on the occasion, and beheld 
them without emotion, though the sight was luxuriant in the 


appointed the jud 


t 


extreme, 


O’er their warm cheeks, and rising bosoms move 
The bloom of young desire, and purple light of love.§ 


— a 


dans la grammaire Grecque. Monsieur Peltier avec le zele le plus 
ediftant pour la verite, et avec, beaucoup d ‘onction, m’a prié de 
corriger le register et da poésie la dessus; et m’a informé, que 
Monsieur Nares Auteur trés aimable en son genre, et editeur 
de Douvrage LAS ney (The British Critick) la voulit aussi 
avec beaucoup d” empressement, Malheureusemente. est imposst- 
ble. et} al reponda tres franchement: ** Mon cher Peltier, 
quand une fois la téte doctorale est tombée; eh! que faire ?”’ 


Pe os 
(Nov. 1797.) 


+ Moschi Epit inBion. v. 1. § Gray’s Progress of Poetry. 
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Nares ( f) holds the prize,'and stops the Dorick din, 


Eimsley (g) without, and Rivington within ; 


So Se 


The volumes are arrang’d in order meet, 


ST 


And all their ears erect these accents greet : 20 
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—Had the combatants been political personages, I would have 


rare 


described the whole game, and the characters;.and their speeches 
in the poem. But I learned early from Cervantes the necessity 


of limitation and propriety in fiction; though this is a mere 
record of @ matter of fad. 


oT BIN 


(f) I always admired the solemn irony, with which the 
Reviewers in The British Critick treated this Grecian game among 


the old boys. It appeared to me as if I saw their exercises 


Bi aOR. 


looked over at Eton by Dr. Davies, who said, ‘‘ Norbury, you 
‘*-have done pretty well;”—** Tew, you had a few faults, but @ 


FA Ome 


** Little more spirit than Norbury;”—‘* Weston, you have trans- 


4, 


** lated with some elegance, but you have xo authority for your 
*¢ genitive absolute.”’—‘* Master Coote, I think you have one 
*« false quantity, but it isa doubtful syllable, and I shall sass 
“< it this time.’ Jt is something odd, that a Westminster man, 
(I mean Mr. Nares,) should be the Judge of these old Eton 
boys. 
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(g) Elmsley ¢ and Rivington, two London booksellers, one 
famed for shrewdness, and the other for orthodoxy. Very 


proper . 


Cees, “+ hl 


oe 


+ I know not why I should withhold the Testimonia Doctoram 
to Mr. Elmsley. To begin;—** Mr. Elmsley, whose zeal for | 
“ his Author can never be sufficiently commended,” &¢.— / 
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‘* Hail, my fond masters of the Grecian lyre ! 


—— 


‘‘ Fiear a Reviewer’s. verse yourselves inspire : 


ee 


“© These books are yours, (oh, heed my tuneful voice) 
Take’em, or (7) damn’em, as best suits your 


choice ; 


« For 


assessors TO THE Critick. Mr. Elmsley was stationed at she 
door to keep the peace among the combatants, who were rather 
noisy and troublesome from their number. Afterwards Mr. 
Elmsley took his seat with ruz Critick. ‘The place of the 
meeting was the celebrated Musical Room in Hanover Square. 


&. 


See a subsequent note. 


(7) Dann cm.—* This Gword) is to be understood in a very 
sober and decent sense.” See Bishop Warburton’s note on one of 


DIOOOSOSSHODOOGOOS: 


concluding lines of Pope’s Story of Sir Bataam, Moral 
ip. 3. v. 401. Pope’s Works, edit. Warb. 8vo. vol. 3. p. 269. 
eT he 


re ete 


i See Mr. Bryant’s Letter to Mr, Richardson at the.end. Hear 
Mr. Gibbon: * Je trouve dans le Libraire E/msley, un Conseiller 
sage, istruit, et discret,’ Mr. Gibbon to Mr. Deyverdun. 
Letters, vol. 2. 4to. p. 596. Again: ** I was proud and happy, 
if J could prevail on Llmsiy, to enliven the dullness of the 
| evening.” Ib. p. 653. Booksellers of reputation have been 
always mentioned with respect; The Sosii by Horace, and 
Trypho by Quintilian: Mr. Tonson is recorded by a man of 
- talents, § Mr. Becxerr by Sterne, Mr..Exmstey. by Mr. 
Bryant and Mr, Gibbon, and fiaally by his humble servant, the 

Author of the Pursuits of Literature. 
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§ George Steevens, Esq, editor of Shakspeare in his Preface 
to the Poct’s works. 
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‘© For some are new, some foolish, and some old, 


** Some pert in calf, and some i sheets are bold. 


«¢ Twelve British Criticks, new or little read ; 
*« Horsley’s chaste sermon, (&) and his copper head; 
‘*- Letters 


«© The devii and the king divide the prize;” avbich line the bishop 
with the utmost gravity declares to be ‘a satire only on suck 
*¢ ministers of state, which history informs us have been found, 
** who aided the devil in his temptations, in order to, &c. Sc.’ 
See the remainder of the note. This it is to be a commentator 
on a mere badinage!!! There certainly are books which may 
make a Reviewer or a Divine swear a little. [readily excuse 
Mr. Nares (as 1 do Mr. Grubb in the farce) for being a little 
Aasty in his expressions. Longinus (who gives excellené¢ direc 


SKY SSF 
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tions, in his treatise on the sublime, for swearing to the best 


LL TE CMe 


advantage) observes, ‘* Eorw se ro érwosy te OMOZAL 
peya, To Of Te, wat Mos, nat ED’ GY HAIDWV, Har TiVOS Svea.” 
De Subl. S. 16. The substance of which may be this3 
“¢ Sqearing considered in itself, and without reference to the 
matter and the manner, is by no means an accomplishment, or 


a source of the sublime, and should zever be introduced, but 
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in the proper place and occasion, and then only upon the most 
urgent motives and for the strongest reasons.” From all 
which it appears, that discipline and instruction in this arf aré 
necessary, before a man can swear as a gentleman, a scholar, an 
orator, ora iman of fashion. ‘Therefore, no man should ever 
swear af random in conversation, See the Rev. Dr. Longinus’s i 
Sermon, as above, in toto; to which the Rev, Mr. Nares ) 
certainly paid due attention. | 
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80) a 
‘* Letters from Alciphron (/) to cool love’s flame, 
** And prove Greek whores and English just the same; 


‘t- The 


(£) See his Sermon before the Magdalens, (in 4to) on April 
22, 1795. I wish the Bishop had put an appendix (as the 


fashion is) to explain a little of it, though in some places it is 
very intelligible. or instance, in the following passage, page 6. 
** Numberless and. ravishing are the beauties which the martal 
‘‘ eYE beholds, in the varous works of creation and of art, 
* Kleoant and of endless variety the entertainments which are 
** provided for the EAR: whether it delight to listen to the sober 
‘‘ narratives of history, or the wild fidions of romance; whether 
“it hearken to the grave lessons of the moralist, to the abstruse 
<‘ demonstrations of science, the round periods of eloquence, the 
“ sprightly flourishes of rhetorick, the smeoth numbers and dold 
* flights of poetry, or catch the enchanting sounds of harmony; 
“ phat poetry, which sags of (something); +4a¢ harmony which 
‘¢ fans (one thing) and wa/ts (another) &c. &c.” And as if the 
Bishop had not been plain enough, he begins again; ** /ufinite is 
‘‘the multitude of Aleasurable forms which” do, as before 
observed. The reader will allow, he never before met with so 
much recondite truth, diversified with such deautiful and discri- 
minatling epithets. The Bishop might aswell have said; ** What 
‘fa charming place Lonpown is! what varieties and entertain- 
<* ments are provided for the eyeand ear. First, there’s the House 
‘of Lords, then, Wesminster Abbey, then the Opera House 
“and the Play-house. ‘There’s Doctor Gillies who provides 
“¢ sober history, and Mrs, Smith, wild romance; there’s Mr, Pitt with 
‘© his round eloquence, and Mr. Erskine absolutely fainting in 
& sprightly flourishes; there are Scotchmen teaching grave mo- 


4 ‘6 rality 


Sot 


al DOOO® DOOOOOVO wowrwwwOPOOOPOWO Hoe DOO DSDHO DODO OOOS HESS s 


CE 


SeSIOVSE sHN, 


L PaDY 


q 
zs 


“The Hymns, that Taylor, (#) England’s gentile 
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*¢ Sung spousal at fair Psyché’s marriage feast; 32 4 
«The 

fi 
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** rality and Greeks Dr. Hutton with adstruse demonstrations 
** how all things made themselves: there is Mr. Jerningham with 
*¢ his smooth numbers, and Doctor Tasker with his S0/d flights; 
‘* Madame Banti at the Opera, and the little children at the 
“ Foundling: there are, &c. &c. &c.”——All this might do well 


enough at a polite devotional lounge, at some fashionable warm 
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chapel from a popular preacher; but I am really ashamed that 


Brsuor Horsey should condescend to write, or pronounce 
ex cathedra such trivial school-boy declamation about nothing at 
all, and then publish it. Men in high station and of high talents 


FMR i Mate 


(like Bishop Horsley) should be careful, very careful, how they 
Jessen themselves by their own words and works; and if Bishop 
Horsley goes on in this style, and as he has done in several of his 
later productions, whatever his politicks may be, .he certainly 
never will incur the danger of The Second Philippick. 


{/) Alciphron’s Epistles; in which are described the domestick 
manners, ‘he Courtezans and the Parasites of Greece; Translated 
from the Greek. 


(m) Thomas Taylor, translator of Plotinus, parts of Plato, 
the fable of Cupid and Psyche from Apuleius, Hymns, &c. the 
would-be restorer of unintelligible mysticism and. superstitious 
pagan nonsense. Al! that Jamblichus revealed to Acdesius,— 
Mr, Taylor, in conjunction with Dr. Darwin, might solve the 
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| | ‘* The alphabet in Greek by R. P, Knight; (x) 


iy : ‘© Some rules for men to think and study right ; 
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| «¢ An Eton Foolscap, with the game of goose 


‘¢ Printed by Pote, types large and cover loose 3 


¢¢ An Education Sermon, rather long, 
s¢ By Doétor Parr, all in the vulgar tongue ; 


s¢ Last, Horsley’s master-piece, (va) and merry plans, 


aes 4) 


© To accent right the goods of courtezans, 40 


<¢ Nor 


fallawing problem: “ WueTHER a Platonick idea, hovering to the 
yight on the orifice of chaos, might drive away the squadrons of demo- 
craticak atoms? Rabelais, at the end of book 5. Questions 
Philosophiques. For my own part I am not disposed to go any 
further, as Lycophron, Cassand, v. 14, expresses it, AoZwy es 


Sr nae a opp gst ete) bens 


PPSOSSSOOo 
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(z) An analytical Essay on the Greek Alphabet, by R. P. 
Knuight—P. may stand for Payne or Prigfus Knight, in allusion 


to his Essay on the Worship of Priapus, 


oer pent hea rs ees - 
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(zz) See a Treatise on the Prosodies of the Greek and Latin 
Languages, dedicated to Lord Thurlow by (Bishop Horsley). f 
allude to. me Bishop’s pleasant comment, p. 47, so universally ad- 
mired, onthe Attick Law, Eraipe ypucia & Popoin, Inporia err. 
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My gallantry forbids me zo use any accents at all upon these ladies, 
especially since rhe Bishoe has shewn me, how dangerous it is ta 
meddle 
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[ 183 ] 
‘¢ Nor books alone attend the Conqueror Bard; 
‘¢ Him shall await a more sublime reward : 
“< Not the coaise joy a Grecian once could feel, 
** Apples (0) for sauce, or parsley for his veal, 


Of 


meddle withthem. In this short passage there are four person- 
ages virtually concerned; Alexander Aphrodisiensis, Aristotle, 
Venus, and Bishop f Horsley !!!! 1 assure his Lordship, I have 
as great an affection, as human infirmity can allow, for an 
Oxyton, a Paroxyton, or even a Pro-par-oxyton! Ladies never 
before knew the political importance of an accent.—-While I am 
upon this Episcopal and Cyprian subject, I may observe that 
Proclus has a singular remark in his Chrestomathia, as preserved 
by Photius; (Biblioth. Pag. 984, Ed. 1653.) Made ra Kuzpie 
TIPONAPOEYTONO® emyezberbar ra momnyara,”’ 


(o) Apples, &c.—There is zow an affectation in mod:rn young 
gentlemen, as soon as they have left school or college, particularly 
in young lawyers and boy-members of parliament, of forgetting 
their Greek, if they ever knew any. I shall therefore without 
ceremony remind them of the ancient rewards in the Grecian 
games, which consisted of some afp/es consecrated to Apollo 
in_the Pythian, of a chaplet of parsley in the Nemzan, of an 
elive garland in the Olympick games, and of a wreath of £cne- 
leaves in the Isthmian solemnity. 


+ I shall express my opinion of Bishop Horsley, as @ writer, 
in the words of Erasmus; ‘¢ Ex didris deprehendi hominem esse 
ardentis ingenil, variz lectionis, et multe memorize, alicubi 
tamen majore copia quam delectu, ac dictione twmultuosa magis 
quam composiia.” Erasm, Rp. 1248, 
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¢ Or beverage drawn from spruce or mountain pines, 
‘¢ With oil from Pisa’s clive, when he di ,€8 5 
‘* No ode to praise the binding of his books: (4) 
<¢ No print from Shefheld of historick cooks, 
** Of beauteous Gibbon’s fair proportion’d shape, (q) 
baboon, or foetus of an ape; 50 

€é No 


#6 An old 


(/) Tam sure Pindar + very seldom had so good a subject 
for his deep mouth. Mr. White, of Fleet street, and Mr. Ed- 
wards of Pallemall, booksellers, would furnish me with much 
better materials for an ode than Pindar’s, in their florid descrip- 
tions, (so animating to purchasers) of gorgeous binding, little 
Dr. Gosset's milk-white vellum, and all it’s insignia. 


(q) See in the title page to the posthumous Works of Edward 
Gibbon, Esq. in 2 v. 4to. published by Lord’ Sheffield, an 
engraving of Tue Historran oF THE Roman Empire, which 
his lordship declares to be ‘‘ as complete a likeness of Mr. 
¢¢ Gibbon, as to person, face, and manner, as can be conceived.” !!! 
I have no doubt of Lord S.’s friendship for Mr. Gibbon, but 
why hang up his friend in effigy to the ridicule of the present 
age and of all posterity ? ** Figuram animi magis quam corporis 

‘6 com- 


4+ Not that execrable writer calling himself Perer Pinpar, 
of whom see the First Part of the Pursuits of L. 
‘¢ There on the rack of satire let him lie, 
_« Fit garbage for the hell-hound Infamy.”——Heroick 
Postcript to the Publick, by the author of the H, Epistle to 
Sir W, Chambers, 
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No robe,. that waves in many a Tuscan fold ; 


No lawn, that wraps a bishop from the cold ; 


** But fine broad cloth, in choicest fashion wrought, 


r 


«« By modern hands to full perfection brought ; 


so 7 is 


“* complectantur,”’{ said Tacitus; and couJd Mr. Gibbon have | 
seen this print, he certainly would have wished such a simulacrum 
wultis as this, to be imbecillum et mortale, or in plain English, 
to see the impressions burned and the plate broken.—I just 
remind all collectors of prints, that there is to be had not only 
the head:of Dr. Gillies, and other historick cooks, of Dr. Den- 
man the man-midwife, of Mr. William Coxe, traveller and 
friend to half the crowned heads in Europe, with bis age at the 
bottom of the print, and of other great personages; but there 
are <till left some choice proof impressions of the striking head 
and likeness of Mr ohn Farley, PRINCIPAL COOK at the London 
Tavern, to be purchased separate from his great culinary work, 
being all that were left unsubscribed for by the Lord’ Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen, by the East India and Bank Directors, and 
by Mr. Pitt and the elder Brethren of the Trinity House. But 
i cannot ascertain the age of Mr. John Farley, which is a matter 
of the last importance, and for which I am traly sorry. The 
Homerick jucundity from Martial should have been the motto t@ 
our modern Mystillus ; 


“© Si tibi MistyHus cocus, Aimiliane, vocatur: 
‘** Dicetur quare non T’ara?’a/lat mihi ? Mart. Ep. 1, x. 


The reader of taste in print-collecting will thank me for re- 
Gh tied minding 
t Tacit. Vit. Agric. Sect. a6. 


t Miorvaroy s’apa v’adhaa, xtra. Hom, Hl. passim, 
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i *¢°Tis H1s,—* to wear four Sundays in the Park (q) 


«¢ The best black suit of Doctor Court rtney’s clerk!!!?(r) 


ee 


NARES 


minding him of Mr. John Farley’s ead, whose works are more 
relished than any traveller’s or historian’s that I know. 


(g) Orin Kensington Gardens. 


(rv) I informed my readers in a former note, that the scene 
of action was the celebrated Musical Room in Hanower Square. 
I must now add, that the room was decorated on the occasion 
with appropriate scenery, laid out in dée/ts and clumps of fane- 
real trees, to represent a church-yard with the belfry, the yew 
tree, not forgetting the ow/, with distant views of groups of 
labourers, and cattle returning heme by moonlight, highly 
picturesque, This was the scene of the fares solemnity; where 
Mr. Nargs, with his assessors Messrs. Elmsley and Rivington 
booksellers, and the combatants, the Doctors Norbury, Coote, &c. 


SS\WOSOSOOoOHO 


assembled, Dr. Courtney, then Bishop of + Bristol, now of 
Exeter Aug. (1797.) and Rector of St. George’s Hanover square, 
was very kind on the occasion, as the decision was made in his 
parish ; and with ¢he consent of the Parish Clerk, made a liberal 
il and. voluntary offer of ‘‘ Tue Sunpay Surrt’’ furnished: at the 


ore nn eyes atten ie 
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expence 


+ Doctor Courtney was then on the eve of a translation to 
Exeter. (Jan. 12, 1797.)—1 also wish the Bishop health to wear 
bis own best black suit, as well as another old Etox acquaintance, 
Bishop Cornwall, his successor. 


t They who are acquainted with the dignity and magnificent 
deportment of Dr. Courtney’s present Cierk of St. George’s 
Church, Hanover Square, when in his fw// canonical Sunday 
dress, will best know how to estimate rhe prize offered to these 
Grecian combatants by Mr. Nares. ‘Too happy, if im sucha 
garment, THE Victor might be mistaken FOR THIS GREAT 
MaNe (1796). 
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NarEs rising paus’d; then gave (thecontest done,) 
To Weston, Taylor’s Hymns and ei ron, 
And Rochester’s (s) address to lemans (ss) loose ; 
To Tew, Parr’s sermon, and the game of goose; 
To Coote, the foolscap, as the best relief 
A Dean could hope; last tothe hoary Chief 62 
He fill’d a cup; then plac’d on Nors’ry’s back 


The Sunday suit (t) of customary black. (/) 
The 


expence of the parish, and which, I understand, 1s worn by the 
Clerk during divine service in the morning only on that day, 
and is very becoming. After the morning service the parish clerk 
appears in his ordinary dress, asa common man. Such was the 
Ecclesiastical suit of armour made by the episcopal taylor, and 
hung up as tHe ConaueRron’s prize (not pleno jure, but 
usufructuario,) for the A®neas of the Sunday. (1796.) 


(s) Not Lord Rochester, but my good Lord Bishop of 
Rochester, Bishop Horsley*s Address or Sermon to the Mag- 
dalens, mentioned above; not forgetting his Lordship’s Greek 
prosody for Lord Thurlow and the ladies. 


(ss). Keman is the old word fora lover, or a mistress,”’ 


(+) All my Eton friends well know Dr. Norbury’s celebrated 
black wardrobe, and the Suits which appear in the order of the 
Pythagorick rotation from the chest or ark. 


<¢ Supera ut convexa revisaut, 


Rursus et incipiant 7x corpora velle reverii 1” 
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The gabbling ceas’d: with fix’d and serious look 
Gray glanc’d from high, and own’d hisrival, Coox.(v) 


OCTA. 


ee cee 


With what propriety did the Reverend Mr. Nares make and 
pronounce this famous decree! 


(#¢) I must transcribe the concluding sentence of the Review of 
these celebrated translations, inthe Britisu Crrticx for March 
1795. p. 245. I give the Critick the fullest credit for the 
conduct of rhis solemn irony, and confess that I can conceive 
nothing superior in this species of wit, namely, that of looking 
gravely in men’s faces and telling them how foolish they are. 
The British Critick thus concludes: *“* We wish to avoid any 


a 
** invidious distinction, any undue preference. But were we 
** absolutely called on to decide, we should from the purest and 
©¢ most unbiassed motives (see Il. 23. V. 615) All the golden cup With 
re 4 


re ar One Pe tr pepe erm linnneme see 


the most exquisite civos sZa:ros, and not considering it as left 
*‘ without a claimant, dy the fall of any Eumelus, we should 
respectfully place it in the hands of rue Eronian Nesror; 


TH vov, xat oo revo, TEPON, xemnasov eorw.’? 


D2OOSOOSDOOo0H 


(wv) I select this extraordinary genius, poet, critick, scholar, 
and orator, Wittram Coox, m. a. late Fellow of King’s 
College, and Greek Professor in the University of Cambridge. 


“¢ I knew him well, Horatio,” melioribus olim auspiciis. I select 
7 ? 


een ee ee ae tine ae 
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him, as well for the singular and original excellency of his 
performance, (though there are some oversights and even verbal 
faults in it) as for the manner in which he published it. There 
was a spare leaf or two at the end of his very sensible edition of 
Aristotle’s Poeticks, and there he printed it. Not in the 


Sa ea eT oe 


pompous manner, and with dedications to Lord Chancellors and 
I know not whom, as some of these Old Boys have done, I must 
own 
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ED 
OCTAVIUS. 


Contract yoursmile,and quit this playful (x) search; 
These are the lay amusements of the church, 


Mere 


own that in many passages, Nature, Gray, and Cook seem to 
contend for the mastery; but above all in that great stanza; 
‘¢ The boast of heraldry, the pomp of pow’r, 
*« And all that beauty, all chat wealth e’er gave, 
«© Await alike the inevitable hour ; 
‘* The paths of glory lead but to the grave.” 


Gray. 
A xXapts suyevewv, Xapis n Caciryldos apyas, 
Awpa ruxas, xpusdts Adpodiras xara ta dwpt, 
Tlav@ cua ravre rebvaxe, nos nvOev wopoimoy aprap? 
Hpwwy xre orwre, xa wyero + Evvov es Aday. Coox. 


Bion or Moschus never exceeded these lines; I think, they never 
equalled them. I write ¢his Note, I will confess it, with all the 


friendly fondness which an Etonian could express. 


Hoc JuvENEM EGREGIUM PRASTANTI MUNERE DoNo.f{ 
(x) This subject from v. 1. to v. 63. of this part of my poem, 
is perhaps in itself a very trifling one. The names of some 
of the parties are obscure and of little note, and the concerns 


of 


t+ Some persons object to the o being made short before the 
=. It may beso, I defend no faults, in any man’s work. I 
leave Dr. Davies and Mr. Stephen Weston, she Hero of the Geni- 
tive absolute, to substitute xovov if they please. 
“© The rule is absolute,” Lord Kenyon cries ; 
** Brisk from Ais genitive let Stephen rise, 


t Vir. Ain. 4. ¥. 361. 
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Mere cobweb labours of their learned thought ; 

Though sometimes TEACHERS must themselves be 
taught 

To weigh their office, raise their pow’rful breath, 

Nor leave the world to darkness and to death, 72 

Short be their folly: let example tell 


Their life, their morals pure, and all is well. 


But should proud churchmen vie in sumptuous 
halls, 
In-wines and soups, Carthusian Bacchanals, 
Nor think th’ unwieldly superflux to shake, 
Where curates starve, and helpless orphans quake, 
Wav’ ring 


of Reviewers should in general be confined to their own Jrele 
blue books, But this example is of deepest consequence; that 
M:N, who aspire to be thought scholars, should be warned, 
even to all posterity, how they conduct their learning, and 
expend their time; and be taught from this ridiculons instance 
(which I have selected) to value themselves on such attainments 
alone, as are truly valuable. “Ore yeyovx ANHP, xarnpynna re 
te Nuris, 

It cannot surely be conceived, that the slightest animadverfion 
is here intended to be made on the exercises in the Greek and 
Latin languages, whether translations or originals, in the publick 
or private schools, or in the Universities of this kingdom. The 
author of the P. of L, is of opinion, that the utility or rather the 
absolute 
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Wav’ ring I ask,-in this dark scene beneath, 


Why lightnings scathe yon desolated heath ? (7) 


And 


absolute necessity of thera is so great and so indispensable, that 
they cannot be too much commended, and too much encouraged, 
I will alsosay, that notwithstanding the accurate and unrelenting 
severity of Dr. Charles Burney’s most learned and acute criticism 
on Mr. Grasse’s GREEK TRANsLATIONS of Milton’s Sampson 
Agonistes and Mason’s Caractacus, I {till continue to admire the 
poetical and animated spirit, so conspicuous in that very ingenious 
Gentleman’s bold and laudable attempt at an early period of life. 
There were some mistakes; how could it be otherwise ? Plura 
nitent. The composition entitled Qendruros Dog, by the late 
Dr. Cook, Provost of King’s College, published when he was 
almost a boy, has peculiar merit. 

I will add here, that if any young man of genius, classical 
learning, and poetical ardour, would present the world with a 
Greek translation of Axensipe’s ‘* Hymn to the Naiads,” and 
submit it to the correction of an experienced Greek scholar 
before publication, he might establish a learned and honourable 
reputation for himself, and add another composition worthy of 
Homer or Callimachus. 

“* Sic Jiceat magnas Graiorum imoplere catervas!” 

Compositions in Greek or Latin handed about in private 
circles of friends are indeed useless, bnt free from much 
reprehension, though at best rather idle in men of acertain age. 
But when men, dignified by their years and their sacred 
profession, the youngest having passed his fftieth, and the eldest 


entering his sixty eighth year, appear as rival candidates for pub- 


lick fame from ‘he translation of some excellent English verses 
into their own Greek; what can we say ? 

¢ Tunccum ad canitjem, tunc; tune, ignoscere-=Noto.”? 
Persius, 
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And hark the voice has thunder’d: and the word, 
Borne on the blast, a trem! bling world has heard 82 
In consummation dread! the bonds of Rome 
Are burst, and Babylon’s prophetick doom, 

With more than mortal ruin headlong cast, 
Proclaims the measure full: she groans her last. 
From climes where Piety no more was found, 
Where Superstition wither’d all around, 

The 


(y) The unbounded luxury and extravagance of the French 
and Italian Ecclesiasticks should be a warning to the priests and 
ministers of all Christian altars, however dignified or distin- 
guished, of whatever church or of whatever persuasion, 
Mankind will know, and value them dy their fruits, “* For now 
“* is the axe laid to the root of THE TREES, aid EVERY TREE which 
“ dringeth not forth good fruit will (most assuredly) be hewn down.’ 
This is the warning voice which should be heard, and heard 
aloud in assemblies frequent and full, in all churches and in all! 
cathedrals; but chief in those twin-sisters of learning, the 
Universities of England, Oxford and Cambridge, which can be 
supported on those principles alone, on which they were founded, 
and dy which they have flourished. —WVhile vou place may yet 
be found, Y will honour and will hail you both, 

** Mothers of arts 
And eloquence, native to famous wits, 
Or hospitable in your sweet recess, 


City or suburban, studious walks and shades !?’+ 


But chief with pious gratitude, and with filial reverence, Salve. 
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The rights of nature barr’d, by heav’n resien’d 

To vile affections, in corruption blind, | 99 
While, in the terrors of the world beneath, 
Permitted fiends of darkness round them breathe ; 
Britain securely fix’d, invites from high 

With charity’s sedate, unalter’d eye. 

The sacred, exil’d, melancholy band, 

Passing from death and France, revere the land, 
Where streams of inexhausted bounty-pour, 


And Curisr still reigns, and bigots are no more. (z) 
AU THOR. 


Blest be the voice of mercy, and the hand 
Stretch’d o’er affliction’s wounds with healing bland, 
In holiest sympathy ! our best of man 


Gave us to tears, ere misery began. 102 


Yet pause:* for mere(zz)Good-nature(a)isa fool,””, 


Now slave to party, and now faction’s tool : 


Attend 


(zx) I allude to the grand emigration of French priests and 
ethers to England, at the late Revolution in France. (1796.) 


N 


@5@n, 


| 3 99GAVSCCSOSSOOO0990090909990900000600888988008965 05 GISS90EESITS9GITIOLHLTIIIPRISOSSSIOPOIAWPISSATHOASISVHSNGVOISGVGIOIE 


2 


Lhe 


ae 


~~ 


geen ene 


gee 


inet animate iar 


{ 
‘ 


AS 


2HOVVOLHHHO DOSS SHOOSUDGODOOONOOSOOOHOOOH DDH OHH HD 0deSewwwns 


mi 


QOOOHOSOHODODHSQDOADOOHD DOE: 


Or cree Geni 


or) 


2 
a 


« 
4, 


g 
er 


weve 


DPIOODSSOSHDOOCOHD 


GSSSSS CODHOOCOSTCOSS 


0D D!) 1 DODDOOOOD OH OODDEHD2HHOHOHHDOHO TOA HHDE DOOD HHS 


Ed 4 
Attend, nor heedless slight a poet’s names; 
Poet and prophet..once were deem’d the same. 
Say, are these fertile streams thus largely spread 


A filtal tribute o’er a mother bed? 


Say, arethese streams (think, while avails the thought) 


ToRomethroughGallickchannels subtlybrought? (aa) 
Rome 


(zz) We must remember, that théiveryiframe.and ‘spirit of 
the laws, ordinances, and constitution of England. are in the 
most direct opposition to the Roman Catholick religion, and all 1t’s, 
doctrines, praétices, opinions, superstitions, and tyranny, oI am 
astonished that we can forget their history and effects. I know 
what has been done in other countries. Fhe only hospitable 
and unsuspecting asylum for their priests and professors has been, 
and is, in England. On their expulsion‘from the continent, and 
their reception in this kingdom, under powerful protection and 
systematick influence, a. warning voicé may jbeyheafd,onot without 
effect., This is the sole reason of aJl which { am about to offer 
on this subject. It is not an anathema, but a warning in the 
spirit of mercy, mederation, and thé most. reflecting | policy, 
We may depend upon it, wherever the Roman Catholick 
Religion is introducéd, or permitted, or fostered, or pitied, or 
encouraged, the words of the poet will be found eminently 
trite; | | 

Spiritus intys ality’ T.OTAMQUE INFUSA PER ARTUS 

MENS AGITAT MOLEM, ET MAGNO SE CORPORE MISCET, 

(a) Virtue (for mere Good-nature is a fool) 

“ Issense and spirit with humanity: 
Virtye and sense I mean not to disjoin, | 
Virtue and sense are one.”’ 
Dr, Armstrong, Art of Health, B. 4.a Poem which can never 
be sufficiently praised, read, and recommended, 
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But have we virtues? yes, of pagaz growth{a) 112 


Ask where Romn’s church is founded ? on a steep, 


Which heresy’s wild winds in vain may sweep, 
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(aa) This is one of the most important points in the present 


Demtee se 


situation of Iingland and of Europe, in regard to national policy. 
I propose these questions. 1. How far, are the ministers of the 


Re eeu ee 


ublick treasure of any protestant kingdom justified in issuing 
Pp YP g J 


asses 


large sums of money, for the express purpose of maintaining 


emigrant Roman Catholick priests, asa sopy? 2, If they are 
justified in issuing amy sums, in what manner and under what 


control should this publick money be expended and distributed ? 


SS 


3. Whether iz England at this time, there are not peculiar and. 


OE 


paramount considerations, which call for wisdom and prudence to 


regulate, and restrain the first natural and honourable impetuosity 


ITT 


of mercy and humanity, to the end that THE CONSTITUTION OF 
ENGLAND, IN HER CHURCH AND 8TATE, be preserved inviolate 
from open attacks, or from insidious attempts '—-These questions 
are proposed for the publick security, with sobriety, seriousness, 
and charity to a//, as of common importance. 
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Dixerat Anchises; natumque unaque Sibyllam 


i AM Abs 


Conventus trahit in medios, turbamgue sonantem 3 


Et tumulum Capit, unde omnes longo ordine possit 


ae 


Adversos legere, et venientum discere vultus ! 


(1796.) 

(a) It is well known that rigid Catholicks hold, that th 
virtues of hereticks, or protestants, are to be considered in the 
light of pagan virtues. I think the bishop of St. Pol de Leon 
would agree to this opinion. (1796.) 
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[ 3196 } 
Alene where sinners may have rest secure, 
One only undefil’d, one only pure. 
Blame you her cumbrous pomp, her iron rod, 


Or trumpery relicks of her saints half-shod > 


Lo Confessors, in every hamlet found, 


With sacred sisters walk their cloister’d round: 120 


There read the list: (4) and calm the fate expect, 


When crafty, meddling, thankless priests direct. 


(6) See Tue Lartry’s Directory for 1796, (printed for 
J. P. Coghlan, Duke ftreet, Grosvenor ‘square) to which is 


added, **€ Tur Corours. or THE CuuRcCH;” words rather 


ominous. It is a pamphlet at the low price of fxpence, which I 


recommend to publick notice and to which I refer the reader. It 


isa matter of some surprise and concern, to read the list of th 


almost incredible number of little books and tracts at the smal/es# 


prices, published and to be published, calculated for the general 


dissemination of PopERY ia these realms;—the fatal display of all 


the existing and rising Romish seminaries, Romish boarding 


houses, and Romish schools for youth; the plenary indulgences 


(for one another ;)—and the settlement of Nuns Professed in 


monasteries erected in this kingdom, Clares, Benedictines, 


Sepulcharins, Austins, and Dominicanesses, Then, in this 


very same pamphlet, as if by a strange fatality, and in the blunder 


of papal metaphor, they advertise even theirdrugs. The very 


medicine, it seems, is papal. Behold their * Laxative su/phurated 
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Think you, their hate unquench’d can ere expire? 
The torch not tipt with sleeping sulphurous fire ? 
Their doctrines round a careless land are blown; 
They blast the cottage, and would sap the throne. 
What ? are my words too warm ?—I love my King, 
My Country, and my God ! the sounds shall ring 


Ceasetess 


pills,’’ once exhibited in another form in these realms. ‘The 
medicated Snuff,” a Cephalick of many virtues, prepared from the 
original receipt found in the Jesuit’s Library; The Jesuit’s 
nervous pill,—TVheJesuits Ba/samick cordial.’ Inshort,*‘decernunt 


quodcunque volunt pE CoRPORE NOSTRO;” 


body and soul, 
fortune and state. I understand them but too well, They know 
their hour, THEIR PRotEcTORS OF NOBLE RANK, their 
opportunity, their advantages, their revenue from the state. They 
advance by approaches, not desultory. but regular. The papal 
genius never sleeps, no, not for a moment; bat directs, and 
animates, and acts, uniformly and constantly, at home and 
abroad, in cities, in towns, in villages; it takes aid from 
stupidity and from ability, from above and from beneath. Their 


bishops, as yet, are but ¢/zu/ar, but depend upon it, 


Per solis radios, TarpgtaQuE FULMINA jurant, 
Quidquid habent telorum armamentaria czli,t 


Depend upon it, I say, they swears but what the oath is, I shall 
not take upon me to describe. It may be well understood, and 
for ought I know, it is already registered.-I have compassion 

for 


t Juv. Sat. 13. v. 78. 
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Ceaseless, till P 


itt (with all his host awake) 
rest take. 139 


Look 


IN OUR GREAT CAUSE a Nation’s ing 


for the unfortunate; I have charity for plundered exiles; I 


have pity, and would give relief to the wretched and 


the suffering; J have veneration for the truly pious of every 
‘* Thereis onE Lord!” But ft 


and it is an Englishman’s duty to have, a watchful eye 


persuasion in the Chriftian faith. 
have, 
upon the insinuating or domineering spirit of the Romish 
church. I have no opinion of the fincerity of their attachment 
to wr, or of their gratitude for cur favours. I insist upon it, they 
yegard THEMSELVES as the original and rightful inheritors of OUR 


Jand.. 1 call upon the guardians of our church and state to be 
watchful, and to regard with attention the proceedings of aun 
THE EMIGRANTS. If they refuse to hear, I] wish most fervently, 
that Great Britain may never, in the anguish of an inconsiderate 
spirit, say of these numerous emigrant priests, and of all the 


rest sacred or profane; 


Eyjectos littore, egenos 


Excepi, et regni DEMENS in parte locavi ! 


; fate, with 
but without the spirit, of Sixtus 
Synod 


“Tn FurURAM REI MEMORIAM!” and the Bishop 


Tsend rHys nore into the world, whatever be it’s 
the famous papal inscription, 
under Lorenzo the 


the Fourth to ‘the Florentine 


Magnificent, 
of St. Pol, de Leon, and his Consistory, resident and acting in 
{Written in the 


England, may reply toit, if they think proper,— 


year 1796.) 
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Look from that vale, what tribes the fortress fe) fill! 
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nant o’er the opprobrious Hill. (d) 


Then frown indi 


ONS ar ah ae 


THESE THOUGHTS ARE FOR THE STATE! enough 
of Rome, 

Her Gallick altars, and approaching doom. 

But if from themes so grave (¢) you never roam, 


Ask 


(e) Fun Great Cotrece or PatesTs, AnD HeadQuarrers 


or tHE CaTuovick Cause in the Castle or King’s House at 


Winchester, tenanted by priests emigrant: and xon-emigrant, 
publickly maintained at the expence of the state. Rad the preceding 
note. I am not speaking to those, who are indifferent about all 
or any religion: but to those, who from their station, political or 
sacred, should understand the importance of the cause, the 
interests of Christianity and it’s purity, the evidence of history, 
the nature and the essential and unaltered spirit of the Romish 
priesthood, and their subtilty and peculiar arts by persuasion, or 
by terror over weak consciences. I am speaking to the governois 
of Great Britain, to the ministers of the crown, who should guard, 
atid who I trust will guard, against the revival of the Romish 
Church now working in secret ; as well as against the more open 
and more terrible democracy of seme descriptions of the Dissenters. 


What is said to us all, is said at this hour to ministers and rulers 
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Ask at St. Paul’s, is Pretyman (ce) at home? 


The 


of states with a more important and a more sacred emphasis, 
* Watcr, for ye know not THE HOUR when destruction cometh.?? 


‘* (1796.) 


(¢@) Finally: I propose one plain and significant question to 
Mr. Pirt, orto any great minister of state. It is this: <4 Is 
there a single instance in the records of any modern history of 
Europe, where the governing and directing power of the state 
ever authorised, patronised, and supported with the publick 
money, under any circumstances whatsoever, A COLLEGE OF 
PRIESTS, tn the heart of a kingdom, whose tenets and principles 
were not only different from the established religion of the 
country, but were in direct opposition and avowed hostility to 
it And particularly, when it was the original and fundamental 
purpose and constitution of that established church, to discoun- 
tenance and extinguish the superstitious doctrines, and the 
political ecclesiastical tenets of shat College of Priests, so 
authorized, patronised, and supported by the publick money, 
As a Bopy ?’’ Tf this question must be answered, as I apprehend 
it must, in the negative, I maintain, (and if necessary will 
maintain more solemnly, if possible, and more at large,) that 
THE CoLLeGe or Preests in THE Kina’s House at Win- 
CHESTER SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY DISPERSED, tf and not suf- 
fered to stand in that offensive, conspicuous, and opprobrious 
light in the face of the country. Iam really speaking in mercy 
to them, and to us all, if I am rightly understood. I would 
support and preserve them from every Want, privately, and in 


detached 


} This was effeéted in December 1796. 
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The Dean might smile, when you with happiest care 


Blend 


detached situations ; but Ievould not suffer the ministry of a Catholick 
Bishop to direct the expenditure of that publick money so granted, 
Sor mere Catholick purposes; but with the.most perfect toleration 
of all persuasions in religion, the Governors of the state should 
defend and exclusively suppor? their own. Thisis prudence, this 
is policy, this it is to remember the beginning and progress of all 
great events.t (May, 1796.) 


(e) I am notin the habit of perusing many of the various 
single sermons which are published; but I cannot resist the 
opportunity of recommending three, which I think are at this 
time important, and written with ability and spirit. One, by the 
Rev. Dr. Vincent, head master of Westminster school, (a gentle. 
man of very considerable erudition, diligence, ability, and most 
exemplary conduct) preached for the Westminster Dispensary ; 
another by Dr. Watson, bishop of Landaff, for the Westminster 
Dispensary also, with an Appendix, containing Reflexions on 
the present state of England and France; the Appendix is of 
peculiar merit ; and a third, <‘ On Gaming,” written with great 
energy, erudition, piety, patriotism, and eloquence, by the Rey, 
‘Thomas Rennell, D. D. prebendary of Winchester.—While I am 
speaking on this subject, 1] think, it may be curious and 
pleasing, and perhaps useful to some persons, to see the list of 
books which Wittiam Warsurton, Bishop of Gloucester, 
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oe 


+ Though the French priests were removed, dy order of the 
Government, from the King’s House at Winchester, at the close 
of the year 1796, yet I have strong and important reasons for 
leaving this whole passage, in poetry and prose, text and come 
ment, unaltered ypon record to posterity. 
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Blend Horsley’s acid with the creant of Blair; 


You'd rise at last, 


yy che 


AUTHOR. 


recommended in somé posthumous MSS. Directions for the study 
of Theology, which Bishop Hurd published in the ato edition 


and in the 8vo supplement to his works. Irefer to the tract, and 
inerély give the books in the divisi ons, and /m the order in which 
Warburton placed them, and recommended them to be read. 
*¢ Lockeon the Human Understanding: Quintilian’s Institutions.— 
Grotius de Jure belli et pacis ; Woollaston’s Religion of Nature ; 
Cumberland on the Law of Nature; Cudworth’s Intellectual 
System. ~-Maimonides Ductor Dubitantium ; ; Spencer de Legibus 
Hebrzorum R itualibus ; Walton’s Polyglot Bible; Critici Sacri, 
Locke’s Reasonableness of Ch iristianity ; Burnet de fide et officiis 


Christianorum ; Grotius’s Comment on the Gospels: Locke on. 
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the Epistles; Joseph Mede onthe Apocalypse; Episcopii Insti- 
tuta Christiane Theologie ; Limborch’s T heologia Christiana ; 
rotius de Veritate R eligionis Christiane ; Stillingfleet’s Origines 
Sacre, ist. ed. Limborch de Veritate Religionis Christiane 
Amica Collatio cum Erudito Judeo, i. e. Isaaco Orobio; 
Chillingworth’s Religion of Protestants, a safe way to salvation ; 

| Hocker’s Ecclesiastical P olity, 4 first books. Taylor’ Hapery 
| f Prophecying; Stillingfleet’s Irenicum; Locke’s Letters on 


o 
‘Toleration ; Bayle? s Comment on the words « Compel them 
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to come in,’’—-Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History; Collier's 
Church History: Fuller’s Church His story; Sleidan Commene 
tarlide statu Religionis et Reipublice Carolo Quinto Czsare 
Commentarii; Burnett’s History of the Reformation; Dr, 
Clarke’s Sermons; Dr. Barrow’s Sermcns; Sermons du Pere 
Bourdaloue,” 
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AUTHOR. 


How strangely you mistake ; 
The dream deceives not, when the man’s awake. 


Once 


The Second Part of these directions could not be found; but 
it may surprise some people to hear, that Bishop Warburton’s 


vigorous intellect regarded this plan, Sut as an introduction to the 
study of Theology. Hae liming Victor Axcipes subjit? 
Through such a vestibule did this High Priest pass INTO THE 
TEMPLE.—But if the reader is disposed to attend to the humbler 
suggestions of a very private layman on this subject, 1 think 
he would find great advantage in studying and considering the 
following works iz English, (which are very few in number) 
and in the order in which they are arranged. 1. The View of the 
Internal Evidence of the Christian Religion, by Soame Jenyns, 
Esq. 2. The Evidences of Christianity in three parts, by Ww. 
Paley, D. D. 3. Grotius on the truth of the Christian Religion, 
in any translation. 4. The Evidences of Natural and Revealed 
Religion, by Dr. Samuel Clarke. 5. Mr. Locke’s Reasonable- 
ne:s of Christianity, particularly the latter part of the tract. 
6. Bifhop Hurd’s Introduction to the Study of the Prophecies. 
7. Lord Lyttleton’s Dissertation on the Conversion of St. Paul, 
and §. Dr. Butler’s Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed, 
to the constitution and course of nature.”—From these fer 
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volumes, if they are studied with care and an upright intention, | 
J think it may be said, that ** They shall see, to whom HE was | 
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«‘ not (before) spoken of ; and they that have not (before) heard, 
‘* shall 
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Once in the morn of life, a wizard said ; 
‘« He ne’er shall rise by benefice or trade ; 142 


| “ But 


** shall understand.” These volumes are the works of laymen 


as well as of divines; and if fam not mistaken, I think I perceive 
the following connection in the short plan which I have offered. 
Mr. Jenyns’s View frefares the mind to think worthily of the 
Religion which is proposed, and demonstrates that there is the 
highest reason to think and conclude, that it’s origin is from 
above, and not from man, Dr. PaLey’s View of the stibject 
displays, cotifirms, and establishes the direcr historical eviderice 


TT 


and proof, with all the plainness and candour of which it is 
capable, and independent of the particular tenets of amy church or 
sect. Grotrus and Dr. Crarxe present to us the faith, 
doctriné, and evidence in form of propositions, with ample 
and learned illustrations, with force of reasoning, and with 


fogical precision. Mr. Locke has been peculiarly happy in 
representing the consonance of the Christian doctrine to reason 
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properly understood, and it’s necessity from the defects of all 
philosophy however distinguished. Bishop Hurp, with the 


hand of a master, has opened the general View of the subject 
of prophecy, and freed it from the intricacies of speculation, 


oe pee a en ate 


ODOHOWOHESOOGGDIDOCDOOoOSoOoOo 


| and shewn it’s time, nature, end, andintent. Lorp Lyrrieton 
has discussed the most illustrious instance of the conversion to 


this religion, in the person of St. Paul, a man of the highest 
natural talents, and profoundest reasoning and erudition; 
and he has accompanied the whole with remarks of weight 


and dignity on the general subject of Revelation. And 
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last, to a mind disposed to view with calmness, hu- 
mility and reverence, the whole system of Providence, as far 
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‘¢ But find, remote from consequence or fame, 


«* A local something, and'a shadowy name ; 


s* Shall brave neglect ; in England’s cause contend 3 
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‘«« Ffopeless himself, of virtue, but her friend ; 
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‘© Through crowds shall mark his solitary way, 
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‘* Ardent, though secret, and though serious, gay ; 
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as it is permitted to man to view ** THE WORK WHICH 
GoD WORKETH FROM THE. BEGINNING TO THE END,” 
Dr. Burzrer has unfolded the Analogy or relation of the 
Course of Nature to Religion, by which all things are found 
to proceed in harmony from Him who hath made nothing 
imperfect. I think this great performance of Butler has 
peculiar force when it is considered iz the conclusion of our 
religious researches, and not as part of the orzeiza/ proof; oras 
Lord Bacon expresses himself, ‘‘tanquam portum et sabbathum 
humanarum contemplationum omnium.” (De Augm. Scient, 
Lib. 3. ap. init.)—I speak merely my own sentiments to those 
who have not much time or leisure for deep study, (but we are 
all bound to find some time for this subject,) and I speak in 
submission to scholars better informed than myself.—Reader, 
whoever thou art, if thou shouldest approve these zutroductory 
ideas to this great subject, inexhausted as itis and inexhaustible, 
prepare thyself, thy understanding, and thy affections. ‘ Te 
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‘6 quoque dignum finge Dro!” 


Ces 


(ce) The Rt. Rev. George Pretyman, D. D. Bishop of 
Lincoln and Dean of &t. Paul’s; Tutor and Secretary tothe Rt, 
Elon. William Pitt, before he was raised to the Prelacy. A ii 
man of great learning, discernment, and ability. 
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*¢ Erect, without a pension, to his end 
HW «© Unknown, unheard, unhonour’d, shall deseénd ; 


‘* Bow to no minister for golden views, I6Y 
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You’re turn’d plain fool : 
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A vain, pert ptater, bred in.(f) Erskine’s school ; 


Talk of yourself ? 


Ht (f) The Hon. Thomas Erskine, the celebrated Barrister; For 
| a further account of his talents 
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bilities, 8 gal knowledge, ‘&c. 
see and aske Mr. Erskine wiser, (See also P. of L, Dial, 4.) 
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Why yes; I would be heard ; 
Mere talkers now, not writers, are preferr’d, 
Look at that paper: (g) if you print the speeches, 


Pitt seems George Rose, or like Sir Richard, preaches 


“) 
¥ 


Nor tone, nor majesty, nor patriot fires ; 


sr cat) 


Methinks the wit of Sheridan expires; 169 


Lost in Dundas the Caledonian twang, 


Seas 


Though Pitt, and Port, and Property he sang ; 
Print negro speeches, and in reason’s spite, 
Lo, Wilberferce is black, and Francis, white ; 


Who wonders at. buffoons, or Courtney’s joke 


And we scarce slumber, though Sir W er spoke 5 
Tis Grey and grumbling; Curwen(4)all and clatter ; 


And Dent fi)and Dogs; and Pewter(£)pot and platter. 


(z) Any newspaper or report of the Debates in Parliament. 


(2) All the changes rung upon pheno tyranny, and | 
I know not what, when the Game Laws were discussed at the | | 
close of tl tl Le last par liament, Aprih 1796, on the eee of Mr. ii) 
Curwen. 
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Shall T not ta’k ?—Few politicks will read, 169 


‘Ehough Lauderdale sliould sketch his Scottish creed: (2) 


Though 


(:) Alluding to the long debates on the Dog and Bitch bill, 
brought into parliament in 1796, by Mr. Dent. The bill is a 


little allegorical, sometimes unintelligible, and often ludicrous. 
For instance; I shall not look to Mr. Pitt or Mr. Wilberforce 
for anexplanation of the following clause in it: namely, “* Pro- 
vided always, that No Person wo shall kee ANY BITCH, whelp, 
&c. shall be charged with ze payment of the said sum, unzjl 
sucH BITCH &¢. shall be of the age of- 8 Sect. 2.. Certainly 
the bill is allegorical,.and rue Kererers of Bitcues, &c. 
complain, that they had tames encugh to pay for them before. Mr. 
Fox objected to it in the H. of Cs.; so did Lord William Gordon ; 
and many othier respectable and /layfnl members? but in the H. 
ot L. the Duke of Queensbury said, ** It did not much signify.” 
if Mr. Pitt means that taxes should be an object of wit, I shall 
soon expect to hear Mr. Sheridan, in the House, call the District 
of Downing street, “* The Borgo Allegro.” (1796.) 
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(#) This is another curious subject brought into the House 
I | in April 1796, and shews that Mr. Fox has eloquence of ali 
| materials and of all metals. Goxp, for his fension ; BRASS fo 
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) his ofinions; and pewrer for his constrtuents, 
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(7) See the Earl of Lauderdale’s Letters to the Scotch Peers, 
All his affecting eloquence was thrown away upon them, 


éven when they understood many of the passages, which they did 
now and then. (1796.) 
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§ See the Act for granting to His Majesty, certain duties on 
Bitches, Whelps, &c. &c. passed May 19; 1796. 
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Though Abram Jones, (//) and Jasper Wilson preach, 


With names uncouth, but not unpolish’d speech. i 
Few mark the Fourna/s of the dubious Moore, (m) 

We scent the tainted gale from Gallia’s shore ; 

Through England as his Various Views advance, 

We smile, but trace the Mannerist of France. 


Godwin’s 
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(i) Two assumed names of political writers, instead of Cato, 
Brutus, &c. but it isa foolish custom and should cease., OF 
Abram Jones I have no conjecture; and Jasper Wilson is still 


SEEPS AIC 1 
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dubious. 
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(m) John Moore, M.D. the celebrated author of “* Travels 
into France, and Italy, of Zeluco, of Edward, or Various Views 
of life and manners in England, &c. &c. &c.”’ Ispeak of him only 
as a fublick author. He is a sensible and entertaining companioz. 
His style is easy, always agreeable and pleasing, and his wit is 
playful. His pleasantry on physicians is little inferior to Moliere 
“‘ Vineta cadit sua.t?? But I dislike the tendency of various 
parts of his writings when he speaks of the French affairs, I 
mean of the frincifles of the frst Revolution, which led to the 
cruelties, misery, and distress, which have been since felt by 
France and by all Europe. It is impossible that Dr. Moore or 
any other man of sense, can be an advocate for their present 
system. I dislike the perpetual ridicule which Dr. Moore throws © 
upon Hereditary honour, at atime like the present. (1796.) 
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+ Hor, Ep. ad Aug. v, 220. 
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Godwin’s dry page (2) no’statesman e’er belrev’d, 


Though fiction aids, what sophistry conceiv’d ; 


—- ee 


Genius 


(p) I have given some attention to Mr. Gadwin’s work, 


* on PoxtiTicaL JusTice,f” as conceiving it to be the cope 
of improved modern ethicks, morality, and legislation. I confess 
T looked not for the republick of Plato, or even for the Oceana 
of Harrington, but for something different from them all. If 
looked indeed for a superstructure raised on the revolutionary 
ground of equality, watered with blood from the guillotine ; 
and such I found it...I cannot discuss a work im. two large 


volumes in a note, (though some would dispatch it witha single 
word) butin general I can speak as much of it, as it deserves, 
in a short compass; I mean, as it appears to me, 


The first trait of the work is, a certain cold-blooded indiffe- 


rence to all the mild, pious, and honourable feelings of our 
common nature, like all the Philosophers of the new Sect. 
The next thing observable, isa most affectionate concern and 


'DLODOOSSDO 


regard for the welfare of mankind, who areto exist some centuries 
hence, when the endless ferfectibility of the human shecies (for 
such is their jargon) shall receive zs completion upon earth; when 
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the disciples of Dr. Darwin have learned to manage the winds 


and direct their currents at’ pleasure, and the descendants of 


Abbe Steyes have calmed the waves of a stormy people with 
the essential oil of democracy. Another trait is that all political 
Justice is essentially founded upon injustice; if plunder, robbery, 
and spoliation of all property i the outset may be fermed in- 
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justice y 


+ First published in.2 yols, gto; and sinceim 2 vols, Sve. 
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Genius may droop o’er Falkland’s funeral cry ; 


No 


justice ;¢ though to be sure the latter end of his commonwealth 
rather forgets the beginning. But I must say, he isnot without 
sonic kind of | apprehension, that the population. of states 
may be too great, underthe blessings of an equal diffusion of property 
in the proposed government, for which he provides a remedy: 
though, for my own part, I think such a government, like 
Saturn of old, will be reduced to the nécessity of eating up it’s 
children. Again: another discovery seems to be, that as 
hitherto we have had tecourse to the agency and interference of 
the Deity; and his unalterable laws, to account’even for the 
fall of a stone to the ground, the germination of a .blade of 
grass, or the propagation of the meanest’insect; we are nowi 
to discard the superintendence of God in human and terrestrial 


affairs, and to believe in ma prowidence but our ow, and to ve-make 


Ourselves aud our faculties. He seems to fealize a modern 
Action I once read, which supposes an assembly of certain 
philosophers befdre the Deity, when some of them are said 
to whisper in ats edr, ‘* Between friends, we do not. believe 
“that you exist at all.” Further: as. to Suppose a divine 
Sanction without a divinity would be absurd, therefore, every 
institution such as marriage, which in all civilized nations has 
been hallowed for the great end for which it was ordained, is 
to be vilified, ridiculed, argued away, and abolished. The 
tender sex, deprived of the support; comfort, and protection of 
their natural guardian, is to be delivered Over to fancied free. 
dom and wild independance, but in reality to mi 
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No patriot weeps when gifted villains die. 186 


Whe 


destitution. beyond all calculation. “Then by way of corollary, a 
few vulgar virtues and once honourable affections, as;piety te 
parents, and.love to children, as such,:are.to be erased from the 
breast.,..Gratitude for kindness, and tears for the unfortunate, 
are but,.weakness: there. is. nothing soothing in compassion, 
and friendship. has no consolation. It would seem, that.a well 
of water,.an apple tree, or any thing reductive, is more valuable 
than man to man, adstracted from the mere use which one man can 
derivefrom another.. ¢ ‘These are thy, gods, O Israel, and this is 
the worship to which you are called!” 


Nevertheless f shall still venture to mention, with reverence 
and: humility; THe GREAT MORAL CODE intended for all man- 
kind, once delivered and ratified by Him, who knew what was 
in man, In that code all is practicable, all virtue is founded in 
mercy, kindness, benevolence, and comfort, alike to him that 
gives and him that takes. There man plants; and God, not 
man, vives the increase. There we find no wild supposition of 
an interest which cannot be described, as it does not exist; no 
course of actions is proposed, without a motive direct and 
reflected. I speak here of perhaps the least part of the Gospel 
Code, even of that Revelation which was given unto men in a 
manner at once clear and perspicuous, pure and unmixed, 
uniform and consistent, persuasive and convincing, powerful 
and authoritative, in the name and in the majesty of Him wuo 
is from everlasting to everlasting, Tot Atmicury! 

Butif weregard mere human institutions, Ifa man wishes to 
see a practicable system of policy and government, founded and 
confirmed in, the experience of ages, let him, if he has been 
awhile 
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awhile led astray by the meteors of Godwin, walk for a season 
in the steady light which Blackstone has diffused. duet him stitdy 
the Commentaries on the English Law's, as they exist and uphold 
all that is valuable, or perhaps attainable, in a rational and 
civilized nation; and- then let him consider the ‘Theories ‘of 
Godwin on political Justice, and contemplate the government 
which would be raised on his principles. To'me'there seems 
to be no more comparison than between light and darkness, 
W hat the great Barnet + affirms of the Deist and the Atheist, 
considered merely as two'sects in philosophy, is, am convinced, 
not wholly inapplicable to the two political Sects in question. 
** The hypothesis of the Deist reaches from the top to the bottom, 
** both through the intellectual and materia! world, witha clear 
“‘ and distinct light every where; is genuine, comprehensive, 
** satisfactory; has nothing forced, nothing confused, nothing 


** precarious. Whereas the hypothesis of she Atheist is strained 
*‘and broken; dark and uneasy to the mind, commonly Arecarious, 


“¢ often incongruous and irrational, and sometimes flainly ridiculous,” 
I can allow Mr. Godwin, and other speculative writers on 
government to be ingenious. They must, in the course of their 
investigation, now and then throw out a xew idea, butin general 
the greatest part of their works consists of very old ideas, which 
have been discussed again and again. They astonish by 
paradoxes, and allure the imagination by prospects without a 
limit; 
eee 


t+ Burnet’s Theory of the earth. b. 2. ch. £0.-—See the tenth 
and eleventh chapters of that great man’s work: ** On the 
Author of Nature, and on Natural Providence;”—a master 
treatife of reason and eloquence. I wish 
were published in a separate pamphlet. 
O 3 


these two chapters 
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Doctor Sententious hight, or Positive ? (5) 


From 


limit ; and when they have alternately heated and confounded the 
minds of men, they call them 70 the great work, namely, the 
subversion of, what they cell, prejudices, and the overthrow of 
government, which iss “IN Nostros FapRicaTA EST MA-+ 
CHINA MuUROs.” JI can laugh at their metaphysicks, and even 
be amused with their pantomime fancies, as such. But when 
I know that their theories are designed to be brought into 
action, and when they tell us, that they hate violence, blood- 
shed, revolution, and misery, and that truth and happiness are 
their objects; 1 open my eyes so see, and my ears to hear; ard 
having honestly exerted both faculties, I declare, from private 
conviction and from publick experience, that I oppose the 


admission of their doctrines, whether recommended by Thomas 
Paine or Wiiliam Godwin. 


Yet amoment.’ Take.Mr. Godwin as a zatural philosopher, 
and from his doctrines let the reader consider the state of hii 
understanding. Let him also consider, ow such a man is 
gealified not merely to reform, but first to overthrow and then 
to rebuild, the whole system of government, morality, and 
religion in such a kingdom as Great Britain. What opinion 
can we entertain of a man who seriously thinks that, at some 
future period, the necessity of sleek ia an animal body may be 
superseded :—the men die merely by their own fault andmismanagement, 
but, that the immertality of the organized human body, as it is 
now formed, might be attained by proper attention and care:— 
or who thinks ‘ that, hereafter it is by no means clear, that the 
‘* most extensive operations may not be within the reach of 
“6 one man, or to make use of a famili.r instance, that a plough 
“ may not be turned into a field; and perform it’s office, without) the 
** need of superintendence!!! and then adds, “ It was ia this 
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From Greek, or French, or any Roman ground, 
In 


“* sense that the celebrated Franklin conjectured, that Mind 
** would one day become omaipotent over inatter!!!}’?—Surely 
we may say with the poet of Epicuras; 


Naturai 
Perturbatur ibi totum se corpus, et ovznes 
Commutantur ibi POSETURE PRINCIPIORUM §. 


I have referred to the last edition of Mr. Godwin’s work, as 


he has corrected or omitted many passages which were in the 
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4to edition. If he will but go on with more last thoughts, I 
think he will shortly reduce it toa yery little pamphlet. I 


could make such a collection of Beauties (or what Rabelais might 
call ** Antidoted Conundrums’) from this work, as would dazzle even 
a modern philosopher, sw hose ** mind is omnipotent over matter,” 
in Mr. Godwin’s and Dr. Franklin’s sense. I think these 
Beauties would form an assemblage of the most curious and 
incongruous ideas ever exhibited, fully sufficient, (as Mr. Godwin. 


expresses it) to‘* rouse'(any man) from the LETHARGICK OBLI- 


** vious Puot, out of which every finite intellect originally rosef” 
vol. 2. p. 88. 8vo. ed.) Good heaven! what can Mr. Godwin 
mean by such ideas, and such words! except he seriously believes 
that Auman souls are dipped in the river of oblivion, or drink 


Sa ain coy Sh aa 


of that stream as described by Virgil. Yet even this will not 


help, or explain Mr. Godwin’s words, for he says, that they 


“© ORIGINALLY rose fiom the oblivious pool.” Into what whirlpools 


of desolating nonsense are we to be hurried, as the sport, the. 

scorn, the ludibria, the puppets of shese New Creators of the | 

gioral world? Alas for man? wherever they lead us and them- | 
| 


pare sly 


selves 
f Godwin, 'y. av p. 494 Edv8vo. ’ § Lucret. Le 4. v. G70. 
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In mazy-progress and eternal round, 


aro 


Quotations 


selves, methinks it is’ deeper and deeper, confusion worse 
confounded i 


F 
The further T proceed, the more I learn to distrust swelling 


men, and swelling words, and swelling ideas, but above all in 
political subjects, from which most is to ' e dreaded. Political 
writers of this class are not to be considered as the speculators 
of former times. The lucubrations of Montesquieu and Locke 
were given as the result of long experience and continued 
meditation; and were not designed to produce subversion, but 
slow and gradual reformation, as the various states of Europe 
would admit. The writers of these days on thecontrary, throw 
out their ideas at a beat, and intend they should be brought inta 
zmmediate action. ‘They are not friends ‘* to the world, or the 
‘* world’s law.” For I would inculcate it again and again, that 
whatever may be held forth to us, or disguised, by these philo- 
sophers, neither rheir plans, nor their reforms, nor their systems, 
can ever be erected orestablished 1N THE KINGDOM OF GREAT 
Brrirary, but upon the overthrow of the Christian Religion, 
and upon the annihilation or the disturbance of all orders and 
ranks in society, as they now exist. . And this cannot be effected, 
but through the necessary and unavoidable medium of plunder, 
confiscation, revolutionary diurnal murders, and the insur- 
rection of the enterprising talents of gifted, bold, and bad men 
UPON ALL PROPERTY, /ublick and private, upon which all 
modern Revolutionists rest as their corner stone, and their final 


hope. 


I will add, that to such of my readers as are conversant in 
those authors of antiquity whose precision, of thought and of 
language, has conferred dignity and stability on those principles 

4 | by 
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Quotations dance, and wonder at their place, 

Buzz through his wig, and give the bush more grace. 
But on the mitred oath, that Tucker (¢) swore, 

Parr wisely ponder’d and his oath forbore. 

He prints a Sermon : (tf) Hurd with judging eye 
Reads, and rejects with critick dignity : 190 
Words upon words! and most against their will, 


And honied globules dribble through his quill, 
Mawkish 


by which all that is sacred, or venerable, or useful, or necessary 
to well-being is maintained, I would offer the words of an 
ancient Christian Philosopher in the early ages. The uncer- 
tainty, and weakness, and futility of modern and revived doctrines 
were never better exposed or expressed, Hd» YAP jLOL THOTOS 
LYING AMLVTH, KHL AMATN KEAKIVE, MAL ATELPOS TAGVN, “Et 
QTEANS DAaVTATIA, Hab AUATANNUTOS AYVOIK. Tavta vrowuy 
DieznrGov, Curoprevos dakar hv ev tos Soymaci soay auTwy 
EVUYTIOTNTA,” MLL WS ES @TTEPOV GUTOIS MOL MoplaTOY MPoEIo ty n 
Lnrngis TOY MpwyUnrov, xa TO TEhos aUTWY ATEXLAPTOV Kat 
AX PNSTOV, Epa unden mpoonrw' xxi Aoye one: CeCouspevoye 
N.B. Jf this note is too long, I have no inclination to make any 
apology for it. My conviction and my fears on this most 
awful subject, (while it may yet avail us to consider it) some- 
* times overpower me, till I absolutely sink under them. It -is 
written, hope we all know where, ‘* Tevopevos ev aywuig EK 
TENEZSTEPON Tpoomunxeror.” 
EL nPT IEE RS  e ee TIT 
+ Hermie Asacupnos (sive Irrisio) trav ef DirvooPwv. 
Pag. 175-——~Sub fin; Ed, Pais. Justin, Martyris Op. 1636. 
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beetll 


Hi Mawkish, and thick ; Earth scarce the tropes supplies, 
| Fleav’n lends her moon and crouded galanies ;(v) 


Polemick 


(s) Though the reader may possibly have a very good idea of 


a sententious, or a positive Doctor in general; yet my specifick 
allusion is to the theology of the twelfth century, when the 
Doctors were divided into Doéferes Dogmatici et Positivi, and 
the Doctores Sententiarii, or expounders of the famous Book of 
Sentences by Peter Lombard, Bishop of Paris. —At present Bishop 
Gregoire and Bistas Sieyes at Paris, give their Doctors some 
famous books of sentences to expound, notis ef commentartis fere 
fetuis Docroris GuiLLotint1, who causes great unanimity of 
sentiment among the Doctors, and ay ranges their several hiads 
with admirable precision. (1796), 


(t) Josiah Tucker, D. D. Dean of Gloucester, 5 savy, once 
took an oath in a pamphlet that he would refuse a bishoprick, 


(:t) The unfortunate Education Sermon, which Bishop Hurd 
happened to dislike. ‘* Hine illz lacryme!” This produced 
the re-publication of Warburten’s and Hurd’s tracts, with the 
splendid and astonishing dedication by Dr. Parr; See the First 
Dialogue of the P. of L. -Seevalso Rabelais’s great’ Chapter, 

ait ** How Gargantua spent his time in rainy weather,” and the 
| comment by Du Chat, 
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(v) Dr, Part’s owz words. See the P. of ‘DU. Dialogue 1, 
and Dr. Parr’s own Dedication of Warburton’s tracts, p. 161, 
&c. with all the display of beautiful earthly and coelestial ima- 
gery, and.all the: melliti. verbornm globuli, which’ were ‘exhibited 
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on the occasion in such admirable confusion, * ut majus. sit 
hasce contortiones orationis, quam signorum ortus obitusque, per- 


discere.” 
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Polemick phrenzy and irreverent rage, 
And dotard impotence, deform the page. 


Let 


discere.”’ Cic. de Fato, Sect. 8. Dr. Parr’s strange verbiaget 
reminds me of some persons in The Wasps of Aristophanes ; 


Auxyyes exovres, nas ruwpsCovres KEAN 
ApxycunernosdayoPpuvixnparce 


DOnnes, 219» 


Or as Plautus expresses himself in one of his comedies ; 


s¢ Salva res est, philosophatur quoque jam : 


** Quod erat ei nomen ?=—Thesaurechrysonicochrysides,” 


Captiv. A. 2. S. 2. 


The Doctor can construe a// this, I believe, and the meaning of 
it.—-Dr. Parr is so very learned, and has such a deep mouth, 
that some conjecture he was not born #7// the end of the eleventh 
month, like the great Gargantua; or wepymAomevs evaurov, at the 
gnd of a twelve-month, as Homer speaks ( Od. xi, v.247.) of one 
of Neptune’s children, and for which Aulus Gellius, (a favourite 
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authar with Dr. Parr) gravely assigns a reason, ‘* Convenisse 
Neptuno 


+ I have been misunderstood. I hold up none of Dr. Parr’s 
sesquipedalia verba to ridicule; it is his verbiage and phrase- 
ology which I reprobate. It would be ridiculous indeed» ta 
compare the. Birmingham Doctor with Dr. Samuel fohnson, | 
am not his Biographer. It is not his life, but his writings 
which [ criticise. What has Dr. Parr written? A Sermon or 
two, rather long; a Latin Preface to BeJlendenus, (rather long 
too) consisting of acento of Latin and Greek expressions 
applied, to political subjects: another preface to some English 
tracts, and two cr three English pamphiets about bis own 
private quarrels. And this is the man to be compared with Dr, 
Samuel Jonnson |!!! (Acced, 1797.) Vh. am | forced-into a 


confirmation of my opinion stronger aad stronger ¢ 
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Let kim but wrangle, and in any shape 


Not insignificance itself can “scape : 


Horace and Coombe (x) go forth a gentle pair, 
Splendid and silly, to unequal war ; 200 


But 


Neptuno majestatique ejus, ut longiore tempore satus ex €0 
grandesceret. Lib. 3. Cap. 16. Exer. ox amopwaicr evyvar Abava~ 
zwyv !—-A few. months after the Doctor’s birth, he was found, 
like Gargantua, to be “a fine boy, and bad a burly physiognomy ; 
he monochordized with his fingers, and barytonized with his tail.” 
Rabel. B.1.C. 7. This was a presage oferhe noise the Doctor 
was to make hereafter; but from the nature of his boyish diet, 
(for his masters were stiled Tubal Holofernes and Ponocrates 
Matzologus) it appeared that he was better fed than taught. If 
the child wanted a bit of bread, or a slice of mutton, or any 
common vegetable, he was not suffered to have any, till he had 
guoted allthe Greek or Latin authors who had mentioned these na- 
tural substances ; Pliny, Athenzus, Julius Pollux, Galen, Porphy- 
rius, Oppian, Polybius, Dionysius Halicarnassensis, Heliodorus, 
Anstotle, Plato, Aulus Gellius, Aélian, Theophrastus,* and 
Dioscorides, down to Buffon and Sir John Hill. This habit she 
ebild never lost in his riper years, to the great edification of his 
hearers or readers, when he was furnished with pen and ink, 
When he was advanced to the Doctorate, ze child was still the 
same, as appeared in his complimentary and satirical preface to 


Bellendenus, 


—— a 


* Trecommend to Dr. Parr the following passage from Theo- 
phrastus’s History of Plants, which he will understand Ey rats 
ayabas xcopas, rposto MH PYAAOMANEIN, ernesor 


Het emineipeos Tovortoy. ‘Theophrast, Hist. Plant, Lib. 8... 7. 
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But while the midwife to Lucina prays, 199 
The Gorgon glares, and blafts the criticks bays. 
Parr prints a Pafer : (y) well;.in all things equal, 
Sense, taste, wit, judgment; but prayread The Sequel: 


Sequel 


Bellendenus, in which, as usual, he discharged all the literary food he 
ever ate, after the Greek fashion of his mafters Tubal Holofernes 
and Ponocrates Mateologus, and as prescribed by that great 


eee LACAN 3 


and consummate Theologian, ** Joanninus de Barrauco in libro 


pe eae sai i 


de copiositate reverentiarum,” a writer who cannot be 


b EV TE 


sufficiently recomimended, and whois as well Anown as 66 Musam- 


BERT1us in Commonitorio ad Ramiresium de Prado,” quoted by 


Mr, Porson in the title page of his Letters, to regale Archdeacon 
Travis. 


(x) See the ridiculous controversy between Dr. Parr and Dr. 
Coombe, the little man midwife and critick, about a pompous 
edition of Horace, published to be sure for no purpose that I 


can discover; which the Doctor Positivus mangled and 


destroyed in the British Critick without any mercy. See also Dr. 


el Ne TE a 


Parr’s strange Letter to Dr. C. on this occasion, signed * By 
an Occasional Writer in the British Critick.” 


SP AML SST) 


(vy) .Dc. Parr published. at. Birmingham what he called 
** A printed paper,” and after that, ** A Sequel toa printed Paper,” 
a very large pamphlet, ce omnz scibili, as usuale-N. B, I really 


a ac 


AWE ATA 


think it is impoffible to point out any man _ of learning and 
ability, (and Dr. Parrhas both,) who has ditherto wasted his powers’ 


so yin ones 


and attainments in such a desultory, unmeaning, wild, uncon- | 


Mae 
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nected, and useless manner, as Dr. Parr.—Jx wullum reipublica | 
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usum ambitiosa loquela inclaruit.”*~—I have done with him, / 


a) Tacit, L. 4. Sect, 20% 
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Sequel to what? the Doctor only knows 3 
Morsels of politicks, most chosen prose, 
Of Nobles, Priestley, Plato, Democrats, 
Pitt, Plutarch, Curtis, Burke, and Rous, and Rats; 
The scene? ’tis Birmingham, renown’d afar 


Ait once for half pence, and for Doctor Parr. 416 
OCTAVIUS, 


Well if none read such works, yet all admire 


AUTHOR. 
The paper ? 


O ©) Te A VTS: 


Yes; ten shillings every quire: (a) 
The type is Bulmer’s, just tke Boydell’s plays : 
So Mister Hayley shines in Milton’s (4) rays. 
In 
(a) Not Dr. Parr’s paper or printing, which iti some of hi¢ 
works is sometimes scarce legible; but I allude to and condemuti 


the genéral needlessly expensive manner of publishing most 
pamphlets, and books at this time. See the Pursuits of Litera= 


ture 


Bie AY “OY 2 ings CNS 
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In one glaz’d glare tracts, sermons, pamphlets vie, 


And hot press’d nonsense claims a dignity. 
AUTHOR. 


Nonsense or sense, I’]] bear in any shape, 
In gown, inlawn, in ermine, or in crape: 
What’sa fine type, where truth exerts her rule ? 


Science, is science, and a fool’s a fool. 22@ 


Yet all shall read, and all that page approve, 
When publick spirit meets with publick love. 
Thus late, (¢) where poverty with rapine dwelt, 
Rumford’s kind genius the Bavarian felt, 

Not 


ture Dial. r. Ifthe present rage of printing om fine, creamy, 
wire-wove, vellum, hot-pressed paper is not stopped, the injury 
done to the eye from reading, and the shameful expence of the 
books, will in no very long time annihilate the desire of reading, 
and the possibility of purchasing. No xew work whatsoever 
should be published in ¢4zs manner, or Literature will destroy 
itself. | 
(2) Mr. Hayley wrote a long life, or rather a sort of defence 
of Milton, as I think, prefixed to Boydell’s grand edition of 
the poet. Ilike neither the spirit mor the execution of Mr. 
H.’5, work. 
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Not by romantick charities beguil’d, 

But calm in project, and in mercy (d) mild, 
Where’er his wisdom guided, none withstood, 
Content with peace and practicable good ; 
Round him the labourers throng, the nobles wait, 


Friend of the poor, and guardian of the state. 230 


Yet all shall read, (e) when bold in strength divine, 
Prelatick virtue guards the Chriftian shrine, 


Pleas’d 


(c) See the Experimental Essays, Political, Economical, and 
Philosophical, by Benyamrw Count of Rumrorp, &c. &c. &c. 
I hope the Directors of the interior Government of this country 
will have the sense and wisdomto profit from this most valuable 
and important work, whose truly philosophick and benevolent 
author must feel a joy and self satisfaction, far superior to any 
praise which man can bestow. 


(4) A distinguishing feature in all his plans for the relief 
of the poor, the idle, the abandoned, and the wretched. ‘The 
mode of conferring mercy, and apparent kindness; is not always 
mild and merciful. 1 have too much respect for my readers to 
enlarge on this virtue. May they all feel experimentally, that 
the merciful, in the true sense, shall obtain mercy. 


(e) See the important, convincing, and eloquent Letters 
addressed to Thomas Paine, author of the Age of Reason 2d. part, 
by the Rt. Rev. Richard Watson, Bishop of Landaff, stiled, 
** An 
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Pleas’d from the pomp of science to descend, 
And teach zhe people, as their hallow’d frend ; 
In gentle warnings to the unsettled breast, 
Tn all it’s wand’rings from the realms of rest, 
From impious scoffs and ribaldry to turn, 
And Reason’s Age by reason’s light discern; 
Refix insulted truth with temper’d zeal, 


And feel that joy which Watson best can feel. 


True Genius marks alone the path to lite, 
And Fame invites, and prompts the noble strife, 
Her temple’s everlasting doors unbarr’d ; 24.3 
Desert is various, various the reward: 
No little jealousy, no ill-tim’d sneer, 
No envy there is found, or rival fear. 
Methinks 


«¢ An apology for the Bible.” Every person wishes, that the 

Bishop had changed, or would even now change, the word 
a) é T + . 9° 

<6 Apology” to ** Defence,” or any otlier; not that the word 


66 apology” is absolutely improper, but becanse the original 


meaning of it is obsolete. Zo awrite such a book a: this is TODO A 


REAL SERVICE TO MANKIND. A cheap edition of it is printed, 
and it is hoped, will be circulated throughout the kingdom.—I 
‘would also particularly recommend the perusal of the Sixth 

P Letter 
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Methinks on Babylon fond fancy dreams, 
Her vale of willows by the mournful streams, 
Where Hebrew lyres hung (ec) mute! O’er Sion’s hilt 
Blows the chill blast, and baneful dews distill. (dd) 
Where 


Letter of the Series of Letters which the Bishop addressed to 
Mr, Gibbon. To young men of fashion and of abilities, or7g7- 
nally good, but obscured by libertine life and conversation, it 
will be peculiarly serviceable; as wellas to those who are led 
astray by some modern pretended discoveries in zetural philoso- 
phy, now a favourite mode. of introducing and enforcing 
scepticism and infidelity. I think also that his ** Defence of 
Revealed Religion” in two short Sermonsis of great merit and of 
general utility. Bishop Watson should often write, but with the 
utinost caution, accuracy, and consideration, because his works. 
will always be read. 


(tc) * The banks of the rivers of Babylon, the Euphrates, &c. 
were so thickly planted with willow trees, as the learned Bochart 
informs us, that the country of Babylon was thence called, 
The Vale of Willows,.and on those trees were suspended the 
lyres of the captive Hebrews neglected and unstrung.” See 
Persian Miscenianizs, by William Ouseley, Esq. 4to. p. ror. 
abounding with learned, pleasing, and curious information. It 
is one of those works, which not being adapted to general 
reading should be patronised and purchased by men of fortun¢ 
and education. . I beg leave for the came reasons, to recommend 
the ingenious Mr, Mavurrce’s History of Hindostan in_4to. 
and his Indian Antiquities in 8vo. ‘Fhe subject is indeed 
in the region of fancy and. of conjecture, and) Mr. M’s 
wosk abounds with both. But such erudition, ingenuity, 
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Where is the charm, that sense to virtue binds, 
The social sympathy of learned minds, 252 
The common care, the universal cause, 

And all that piety to genius draws ? 

How sweet to hear, on that Parnassian mount, 
Mild waters welling from the favour’d fount: 

Oh, never may Castalia’s streams divide 


From Siloa’s brook, and Jordan’s hallow’d tide. 


But 


and unremitting diligence, should not fail of an honoura- 


ble reward. “ Sint Hic etiam sua premia laudi.~” (See 
also P. of L. Dial. IV.) 


(dd) I read, with the greatest concern, the following passage 
in the very learned, ingenious, and venerable bishop of Worces- 
ter’s Preface to the quarto edition of Warburton’s Works, 
concerning Dr. Lowth, one of the greatest men whom our times 
have produced. Dr. Hurd says; ‘* Bishop Lowru’s reputation, 
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as a writer, was raised chiefly on his Hebrew Literature, as 
displayed in zhose two works, his Latin Lectures on the Hebrew 
poetry, and his English version of the prophet Isaiah. The 


former is well and elegantly composed, but ina vein of criticism 
not-above the common; the latter, I think, is chiefly valuable, as it 


shews how little may be expected from Dr. Kennicott’s Work, and 
from a new translation.of the Bible for publick use.” Preface to 


Warburton’s Works. 4to. edition, p.g4. The necessity of any 
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But hark, what solemn strains from Arno’s vales 
Breathe raptures wafted.on the Tuscan gales! 266 
LoreENZo rears again his awful head, 

And feels his ancient glories round him»spread ; 

The, Muses starting from their trance revive, 
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And at their Roscoe’s bidding, wa 


observation from me, in this note, is precluded by a very able Let- 
ter to Bishop Hurd, occasioned by his Strictures on Archbishop 
Secker and Bishop Lowth, by a member of the University of 
Oxford, which I recommend to the reader. It is one of 
the few pamphlets which should be preserved. 


(ce) See “ The Life of Lorenzo de Medici, called the Magni- 
ficent, by William Roscoe,”’ 2 vol. 4to. J cannot but congra- 
tulate the publick upon this great and important addition to 
Classical History, which I regard as a phenomenon in Litera- 
ture, in every pointof view. Itis pleasant to consider a gentle« 
man, not under the auspices of an university, or beneath the 
shelter of academick bowers, but in the practice of the law and 
business of great extent, and resident in a remote commercial 
town, (where nothing is heard of but Guinea ships, slaves, blacks, 
and merchandise, in the town of Liverpool;) investigating and 
describing the rise and progress of every polite art in Italy at the 
revival of learning with acuteness, depth, and precision; with 
the spirit of the poet, and the solidity of the historian. It is 
pleasant to consider this. For my own part, I have not terms 
sufficient to express my admiration of his genius and erudition, 
or my gratitude for the amusement and information IL have 
eceived, I may add, that she manner in which Mr. Roscoe pro- 


cured, 
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The LATIaN GENIUS vindicates | 
And proudly hails the great Triumvirate, (/) 
Lords of the lyre, and fathers of the song, 

In Fancy’s order as they pass: along, 

‘There musing deep in philosophick groves, 
His Tuscan Academe, ( ¢) Lorenzo roves ; 
:Wehile prophets of his great reviving name, 


From isles of fragance and Athenian fame, 272 


cured, from the libraries,at Florence, and many ofthe various 
inedited manuscripts with, which he has enriched the appendix 
to his history, was singularly curious; not from a Fellow or 
Traveller of the Dilettanti,: but from a commercial man in the 
intervals of his employment. I shall not violate the dignity of 
the work by slight objections to some modes of expression, or 
to a few words, or to some occasional sentiments in the Historian 
of a Republick. But I recommend it to our country asa work of 
unquestionable genius, and. of uncommon merit. It adds.the 
name of Roscoz to the very first rank of, English classical 
Historians. 


MusaRUM SPONDET CHorus, ET Romanus Aro.to.t (1796.) 
(f), Dante, Boccacio, and Petrarch. 


(gy See Mr. Roscoe’s: account of the institution of. the 
Platonick Academy at Florence, and the Platonick ‘festival, 
and the effects of it. Vol. 1. p. 160, &c. &c, 
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Sages and Bards in Classick pomp appear : 
Bessarion, (4) and Philelpho’s (z) form severe 
Marsilius (£) rob’d in olive, Plato’s priest ; 

(/) Janus with treasures from the learned East; 


rT | TAY 2 rm - 
nd He, who from Eleusis flaming bore 
BY fal aes 5 VEL Fitts wivtvUdolo ft siditdic 4 


The torch of science to his native shore, 


Fam’d 


(2) Cardinal Bessarion, a learned and eloquent prelate, 
honoured with the purple by Pope Eugenius the 4th in 1439, 
For the most aniple account of the restoration of Greek 
literature in Italy, the reader must consult the learned Hodius 
de Grecis Iilustribus, Lingue Greece literarumque humaniorum 
Instauratoribus, which may easily be procured; and, if conve- 
nient, Tiraboschi’s History, which is voluminous. ‘Tiraboschi 
was the Librarian at Modena. 


(7) Philelpho. A Professor in various sciences in different 
parts of Italy, who introduced many curious Greek MSS. into 
that country ; aman of erudition, but turbulent and intractable 
in his temper. ‘¢ Ingenium vagum, multiplex, volubile.”* 
See also the Academie des Inscriptions, tom. 10, p. 691—75 1. 


(#)Marsilius Ficinus, the great disciple of Plato, whose doctrines 
alone occupied his attention, or rather devotion, and which 
appeared in all his conduct and conversation, 


(7) Janus Lascaris, a man of eloquence and politeness, and of 


imperial descent. He was a literary missionary of Lorenzo, 
and 
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feast] 


Fam’d Chrysoloras; (m) and Landino (#) bold, 
In studious shades high converse form’d to hold; 


Politian, (m#) chief of all th’ enlighten’d race 


i) 


In Lydian softness, and Horatian grace; 28 
Michael, (0) in full Pierlan pow’rs erect, 


The sculptor, painter, poet, architect, 
Michael 


and brought with him from the east a treasure of two hundred 
manuscripts. See also Hodius de Grecis Illustribus, p. 294. 
for several curious particulars. 


(m) Emanuel Chrysoldras, stiled by his contemporaries, the 
Patriarch of Literature, principally the Grecian. 


(z) Christophero Landino, a Professor of Poetry and Rhe- 
torick in Florence, a writer of spirit and depth of knowledge; 
and author of a work, once celebrated, called the ‘* Disputationes 
Camaldulenses,”” formed on a plan similar to the Tusculan 
disputations. The scene supposed is a monastery in the wood 
of Camaldoli, The account of it by Mr. Roscoe, is particularly 
pleasing and judicious. Vol. 1. p. 103, &c. 

(un) See Mr. Roscoe’s account of that finished and polite 
scholar and poet, Angelo Politiano. It were an injury to 
abridge it. Ai 

(0) Michael Angelo Bvonarotti. I wish, however, to refer 
the reader again to Mr. Roscoe, v. 2. p. 201, &c. who gives 
animation to any subject, new or old; for I know not how it 
ys, but as it seems to me, 


Huic Muse indulgent omnes, nunc poscit APoLio.t 


t Vide Art. Poet, 1. 1, v. 327. 
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Michael to Britain dear, so,Genius spoke, 


When hislast praise from parting( 4) Reynolds broke: 


A a hee URS See) 2 ees ith a a | pF 
And all whose brows, with ivy grac’d or bays, 
Brighten’d their L.zo’s visionary days. 
8 Y Ga} 

T 1 a Sa Coes 
Names which I lone have blest, nor blest in vain! 
aye wes We ee BUI YS ta Lvs ts ei Reet ee ie 
Oh, were I number’din their sacred train, 290 
"T’ ey aes ay & m7 “AQ lio L - X es Fa } =e fa¥ a] al ITE 1] 

40 feaims Of purest @nt, wne»re neroes aweu, 


Her bolder notes. the willing Muse should swell 


In 


(4) In Sir Joshua Reynolds’s final address to the Royal 


A my,as their President, he concluded an able panegyrick on 
t! aighty master, by saying that the last word he wished ‘to 


pronounce from the Chair was, “ Mrcnaru AnGELo.” It was 
a word heard by the audience with the deep silence of regret. 
It.absolutely repairs me to talk of these great men. Such is the 
bY 
i 7 28 baat 
power of departed genius ! 


Far pleasanter to me is the language of commendation, than the 
tone of censure. I wish to expatiate freely, when I can, in the 
groves and retreats of the wise, the virtuous, and the eminent, 
with philosophers, and statesmen, and poets, and historians, and 
orators of highest fame. I love the regions of the morning, and 
the light of the sun; 


Obi 7” Hes npiyeverng 


Oinia nous NOPOL ELT, HAL HYTOAGE Herioio.£ 


+ Hom. Od, L. 13. ¥. 3: 
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In lyrick intonation, grave and deep, 


Nor dream with folly, nor with dullness sleep ; 


y.to the secret mount retire, 
d 


] ¥ P ae + AT APL 
slance on folly, and expire. 
« ~~ 
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Give me my Sabine grove, .tir’d Horace cried ; 
For Cumz thus the great Aquinian sigh’d: 300 
But when wild waves, and wars, and tempests rage, 


h, who can find the soft Saturnian age P 
Tis your’s awhi/e to frown on classick toys, 
Black Letter Dogs, or hoary seventh- form (q) 


Awhile to war with dunces, fools, and knaves, 


y Boys 3 
Hirelings of state, or opposition slaves, 
And all who dare profane the Musz’s dome ; 


With idle, random fierceness they may foam, 


(q) i. e. The modern Commentators on Shak{peare, (See Dial. 
the First of the P. of L.) and the translators (not quite The 


Sepiwagint) of Gray’s Elegy into Greek. See Dial, 3. of the 
ee of Li vy. 1° to v. 60. 
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L 234 J 
None fhall wer columin’s stately pride deface: 309 


The snake winds harmless round the marble base.(r) 


{r) My friend Octavius means by this allusion to observe, 
that the proper, conftant, and wxdeviating application of time, 
Jearning, and talents, must ultimately resist the malignity of 
criticifm, and rife fuperior to temporary neglect, in any depart- 
ment of literature, of government, or of fociety. AndasIcon- 
cluded the firft part of this Poem with a fentence from Swift, 
I wish to recommend another from that great matter of life, as 
obvious perhaps, and as little attended to, The fentence is 
this: “* It is an uncontrolled truth, that NO MAN EVER MADE AN 
ILL FIGURE, WHO UNDERSTOOD HIS OWN TALENTS, NOR A 
GOOD ONE, WHO MISTOOK THEM.” 


END OF THE THIRD DIALOGUE. 
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DIALOGUE THE FOURTH AND LAST, 


Ov’ araornomimy sine xesiwy Evooiy buy. 
Kar yar & bavpagwv noro [ronenovre Maynyre, 
Ys en’ axporarns xopudns Laps vdaneoons 
@oninins evoev yap ePaivera Tara jrey Ion, 
Daivero Se Upiap.oio toris, xo vnes Axa. 
Aurma % s& ogeos uareCnoaro raimadoevtos. 
TPIS pev ogekar’ wv, TO AE TETPATON ixero rexpewg 
Auyas, eve Se & xAuta Swpare BEN@EXI AIMNH2 
Kovoee, WXplacpora FETEVX ATM, aPUTA aset. 
Hom. Il. 13. v. 10, 
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AND LAST DIALOGUE (a) 


OF THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


r’OMBRA SUA TORNA CH’ERA DIPARTITA! Dante. 


“* Hear his speech, but say thou nought.” 
** But one word more ;—”’ 
“* He will not be commanded !”? Macbeth. 
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As I have now brought my Poem to the conclusion 
which I intended, it is proper and, as I think, respectful 
to offer some considerations to the publick, for whose use 
it was written. No imitation of any writer or of any poem 


was proposed, unless the adherence to the principles of 


Just compostion, and a general observation of the finished 
models of classical literature, be considered as such. In 


ee 


the 


(2) First printed in July 1797, 
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the Preface to the First Dialogue I said, what I now repeat, 
that I would not have printed it, but from a full con. 
viction of it’s tendency to promote the publick welfare. 
My particular ideas on the nature and subject of SATIRE 
I expressed clearly and fully in the Preface to the Second 
Dialogue, and under the influence and impression of those 
sentiments I wrote the work. Lhave since enlarged on that 
subject in the Introductory Letter to this Poem. In my 
Introduction to the Third Dialogue, feeling the importance 
of my subject in it’s various branches, I asserted that, 
** LITERATURE, well or 1// conducted, 18 THE GREAT 
“ ENGINE dy which, 1 am fully perfuaded, ALL civt- 
“LIZED STATES must ultimately be Supported or overs 
“thrown.” Iam now more and more deeply impressed with 


this truth, if we consider the nature, variety, and extent of 
the word, Literature. 


We are no longer in an age of ignorance; and informa 
tion is not partially distributed according to the-ranks, and 
orders, and functions, and dignities of social life. All 
learning has an index, and every science it’s abridgment. I 
am scarcely able to name any man whomI consider as wholly 
ignorant. We no longer look exclusively for learned 


authors in the ufual place, in the retreats of academick 


erudition, and in the feats of religion. Our peasantry now 


read the Roghts of Manon mountains, and moors, and 
by the way side; and shepherds make the analogy 
between their occupation and that of their governors. 
Happy indéed, had they been taught to make no other 


comparison. Our unsexed female writers now instruct, or 


‘confuse, us'and ‘themselves in the labyrinth of politicks, ér 
turn ‘us wild with Gallick frenzy. 


But 
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But there is one publication of the time too peculiar, 
and too importantto be passed over in a general reprehen. 
sion. There is nothing with which it may be compared. 
A legislator in our. own parliament, a member of the 
House of Commons of Great Britain, an elected guardian 
and detender of the laws, the religion, and the good man- 
ners of the country, has neither scrupled nor blushed to 
depiét, and to publish to the world, the arts of lewd and 
systematick seduction, and to thrust upon the nation the 
most open and unqualified blasphemy against the very code 
and volume of onr religion. And all this, with his name, 
style, and title, prefixed to the novel or romance called 


“Tue Monk.” (6) And one of our publick theatres has 


allured 


om 


ne ng te tee eee 


NO TUE, 


of the publick papers hinted it. But I have been solemnly 
and repeatedly assured by the Bookseller himself, that it is the 
writing and publication of M. Lewis Esq. Member of Parlia- 
ment, Itis sufficient for me to point out Chap. 7. of Vol. 2. 
As 2 composition, the work would have been better, if the 
olfensive and scandalous passages had béen omitted, and it is 
disgraced by a diablerie and nonsense fitted only. to frighten 
children in the nursery, I believe this 7th Chap. of Vol. 2. 
is indictable at Comino: Law. Edmund Curt in the first year of 
George II. was prosecuted by the Attorney General (Sir Philip 
Yorke, afterwards Lord Hardwicke) for printing two obscene 
books. The Attorney General set forth the several obscene 
passages, and concluded, that i# was an offence against the 
King’s peace. The defendant was found guilty and éet in 
the pillory, See Str. 738. 1 Barnardist 29. The indictment 
(in Mich. Terms G, II.) begins thus: ‘Edmund Curl, Fx- 
*S steus homo mmiquus e¢ sceleratus, neguiter machinans et intendens 
bonos mores subditorum hujus regni corrumpere, et cos ad nequitiam 
« inducere, quendam obscenum Iibellum intitulat.’’ &c, &c.—See 
Sir John Strange’s Rep. p. 777. Ed. 1782. In favo or three days 


acter the point had been solemnly argued, and the judges had 
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allured the puhlick attention séz// more to this novel, by a 


E Episode 1 init. ** O Proceres 


scenick representation of an 


Censore 


given their respective opinions, Cir J. Strange observes, * They 
‘¢ vave it as their unanimous oftilion, that. this Was a@ temporal 
offence.’ And they declared al:o that 1f the famous case of the 
Queen against Read (6 Ann. in B. R.) was to be adjudged (dy 
there) they should rule it otherwise; 1. € contrary to Lord. Ch. 
J. Holv’s. opinion. The dear were Sir Robert (afterwards 
Lord) Raymond, Fortescue, Reynolds, and Probyn. We 
know the proceedings against ee book, entitled ‘* Memoirs of 
a Woman of Pleasure,” by John Cleland, 


To the passages of obscenity, (which certainly I shall not 
copy in this lace) Mr. Lewis Aas added BLasPHEMY. AGAINST 


—_ 


‘ollowing passage may be considered 
as such. ‘** He (the Monk) examined The book which she 
«¢(Antonia) had been paging ang had now. placed. upon 


si 


THE SCRIPTURES; zf the 
i 
4 


S the table. /¢f was THE BIBL ‘ How,’ said the Prior to 
‘© himself, § Antonia reads ‘the Bible, and is still so ignorant? 
‘’/But upon furthe ad he found that Elvira (the 
‘mother of Antonia) bad made exactly the same remark. 


“That prudent mother, w hile she admired ihe deauties of THE 
*¢ SACRED WRITINGS, was convinced, that warestricted, no.read- 
1 ing more timpre per could be fermitied a young woman. Many of 
*¢ the natrati ves can ONLY tend to excite ideas the. worst calculated for 
<¢ 2 female breast ; every thing 1s called roundly and plainly by 
it’s own name; and THE ANNALS OF,A BROTHEL WOULD 
SCARCELY FURNISH A GiEATER CHOICE OF INDECENT EX- 
 pagssions. Yetthis is the book which young women. are 
“‘ recommended. to study, which is put into the hands of chil- 
« dren,-able to comprebend little more than those passages of 
66 ahs fi they had better remain ignorant, and which but too frequently 
S INCULCATE the first rudiments of 9: ce and give the first alarm to 
6¢ rhe still sleching passions. OF this Elvira was so fully convinced, 
‘¢rhat she w¢ auld have preferred putting into her daughter’s 

« hands Amadis de Gaul, or’the Valiant Champion Tirante 
“the White; and would sooner have authorised her. studying the 
** Jewd. exploits of Don .Galaor,. or the lascivious jokes ot the 
“6 Damzel 


©® HOO OO OOOOOOOOOo Wwe owwwOWOOHOOOO OOOO OOOOHHOLHLOHOOVOEHHES 


fied!) J 
Censore opus est, an Haruspice nobis?*” I consider this 
as a néw species of legislative or state-parricide. 


What is jt to the kingdom at large, or what iS it to all 
those 


NOTE. 


** Damzel Plazer de mi vida.’ (p. 249, 243.)¢ &c. I ftate 
only what is printed. It is for others-to read it and to judge. 
The falshood of this passage is not more gross than it’s impiety, 

In the case of Thomas., Woolston, in. the 2d. of George II. 
for blasphemous discourses against our Saviour’s miracles, 
when arrest of judgment was moved; Lord Raymond and the 
whole Court declared they would not suffer it to be debated, 
whether to write against Christianity iz generaé (not concerning 
controverted points between the learned, but iz general) was 
not an offence punishable in the temporal Courts of Common 
Law. Woolston was imprisoned one year, and entered into a 
large recognizance for his good behaviour during life. Sir Philip 
Yorke, afterwards Lord Hardwicke, was Attorney General at 
the time. The case of the King against Annet, when the 
ion, Charles Yorke was Attorney General, (3d of Geo, III.) 
for a blasphemous book entitled ‘* The Free Inquirer,” sending, 
among other points, to ridicule, traduce and discredit the Hoty 
Scriptures, is well known to the profession, The punish- 
ment was uncommonly severe. 

Whether the passage I have quoted in a fopular novel, has 
not a tendency to corrupt the minds of the people, and of the 
younger unsuspecting part of the female sex, by traducing-and 
discrediting tHE Hoty Scriptures, is a. matter of pablick 
consideration. ** Ths book goes all over the kingdom; are the 
words of Judge Reynolds, in the case of E. Curl. - What Mr, 
Lewis has printed publickly with his name, that I state publickly 
to the nation. Few will dissent from the opinion of Lord Ray- 
mond and the Court, in the case of Curl above stated, as 
reported by Strange and Barnardiston to this effect; Religion 
“*is part of the common law, and therefore whatever is an offence 
‘* againft that, isan offence against tHE. Common Law.” With 
this ofiaion, I conclude the note. (1797.) 


* Juv. Sat. 2. 


+ I refer to the third Edition of The Monk. Three editions of 

this novel have been circulated through the kingdom, without 

ny alteration whatsoever. This must never be forgotten. 
1798) 
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[ 242 |] 
those whose office itis to maintain truth, and to instruct the 
rising abilities and hope of England, that the author of 
Tue Monk is avery young man ? That forfooth he is aman 
of genius and fancy? So muchthe worse. That there are 
very poetical descriptions of castles and abbies inthis 
novel ? So much the worse again, the novel is more alluring 
on that account. Is this atime to poison the waters of 
our land in their springs and fountains? Are we to add 
incitement to incitement, and corruption to corruption, 
till there neither is, nor can be, a.return to virtuous a&tion 
ahd to regulated life? »-Who knows ithe age of this author? 
I présume very few... Who does not snow; that he is a 
Member of Parliament? He has told.us all so himself. I 
pretend not to:.know, (Sir John Scott:does know, and 
practises too, whatever is honourable, and virtuous, and 
dignified in learning and professional ability) I pretend not, 
I ‘say, to know, whether this be an -obje& of parliamen- 
tary animadversion. Prudence may possibly forbid it. But 
we can feel that it 1s an object of moral and of: national 
reprehension, when a Senator openly and daringly violates 
his first duty (d@) to his country. There are wounds, and 
obstructions, and diseases in the political,.as well as in the 
natural, body, for' which the removal of the part affefted is 
alone efficacious. At an hour lIrke this, are we to stand in 
consultation on the remedy, when not,only the disease is 


as= 


NOTE. 

(a) All members of’ the legislature, Peers or Commoners, 
should join in sentiment, and in character, with’ the Athenian 
orator, and be considered as speaking to their country in these 
words: ** Elec, y ois step nar radar Tporyovey Orapyyow ev on 
Moddargids, nar dierpiSas, net curnberas uel Sumy crevPegos, nat 
VAOL HATA TSS VAASS, MAI KNSEC Toth, KOb TEXVA, a= sor TNS U[AE = 
Tepas morews. xTA. Jschin: MEps TlapasrpacGews.”” Sect. 41, 
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ascertainéd,’ but the very ftage of the difease, and: its. spes 
cifick symptoms? Are we'to {parethe sharpeit instruments 


i F249 


of authority and of :cenfure, when publick eftablifhments 


are gangrened in the:life-organs ? 


r ¥ 
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I fear, if our legislators are wholly regardlefs of fuch 
writings, and of {uch principles, among their own members, 
it may be faidto them, .as the Roman  Satirift said to the 
patricians of the empire, for offences flight indeed, when 


compared to thefe : 


At vos Trojugene vobis ignofcriis, et ¢ 
Turpia cerdonz V olesos Brutosque Arce bua it (e) 


There is surely fomething peculiar in thefe days; fome- 
thing wholly unknown to our anceftors... But men, how- 
ever dignified’ in their political flation, or gifted with 
genius, and fortune, and accomplifhments, may at leaft be 
made afhamed, or alarmed, or canvitted. before the tri- 
bunalof publick opinion. Before that tribunal, and to 
the law: of reputation, and every binding and powerful 
san€tion by which that law is enforced, is Mr. LEwIs this 


day called to answer. 


I would alfo, in this place, sele&ta work by a Roman 
Catholick Divine, for that animadversion it. fo folemnaly 
demands. I mean the Preface to the Second volume of 
Dr. GepvEs’s Tranflation of the Bible. 1 really would 
not trust myself to criticise the Translation itfelf, after 1 
had read the fifth Chapter of Judges, v. 90. where for the 
words, “* To every man a damsel or two,” Dr. Geddes 
translates, by way of a sperited and envitemg improvement, | 


fai2 A Girl, 
fe) Jay. Sat. Sev. 187. 
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[ 244 J 
‘* 4 Girl, A COUPLE OF GIRLS, ¢o each brave man!” Y 
will have nothing to do with THE Doctor’s Bravery; 
but I intend to make a few observations on the Preface 
alone, which is very extraordinary indeed, and by no 
means in the spirit which the sacred writings seem to 
recommend. I am always pleased with every serious attempt 
to elucidate the Scriptures, and am as ready as any man 
to acknowledge the merit and learning of an industrious and 
ingenious scholar. But though I differ essentially from 
Dr. Geddes, I am sure I shall never call him “ apostate, 
infidel, or heretick”’ in general terms, as he Anows some 


perfons will do; (Pref, p. 4.) but I may oppose an opinion 
£0 an opinion. 


The Cause in which he is engaged is not a trifling cause, 
nor is it,as we are fometimes told, an object of mere classical 
criticism. I think there is an unbecoming levity in the 
Doctor’s manner more frequently than I could wish, ‘and 
he expresses his sentiments in language not easily under- 
stood at all times, nor according to the genius and common 
grammar of the English tongue. But his meaning and 
opinion is, that ‘‘ the Historical Books of the Old’ Testa- 
ment were not divinely inspired.” He tells us (p. 12.) of 
** a partial and putative inSpiration,’’ and that the ‘writers 
had not “a perpetual and wnerring sufflation.” 1 do not 
quite understand the terms, as they are too sublime for a 
plain Englishman, but I suppose they are very fine, and I 
suppose their meaning from other sentences in the Preface. 
He says (p. g.), that ‘‘ The Hebrew Historians wrote them 
“from such human documents as they could find, popular 
“traditions, old songs, and publich registers.” Singular 
materials truly for divine inspiration! But he says also, 
** J venture 
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[ 245] 
*« Y venture (and it is indeed venturing a great deal) I venture 
* to lay it down as a certain truth, that there is nozntrinsick 


** evidence of the Jewish Historians being dzvzne/y inspired ; 
** that there is nothzng in the style, or arrangement, in the 


—— 


** whole colour or complexion of their compositions, that 
** speaks the guidance of an unerring spirit, but that on the 
** contrary, every thing proclaims the fallible and failing 
‘writer!’ ps 6), Dr. GG. ‘declares alsq, “* After’ readuigs 
6* the Ifebrew writings, and finding ¢o his full conviction 
** so many intrinsick marks of fallibility, errors, and 
‘© inconsistency, not to say downright absurdity,” (p. 11.) 
he could not believe their inspiration, even if he were 


TS Mind SAB 


taught it by an angel. 

I have thus introduced the reader to the Doétor’s most 
explicit opinion; but I will also present him with his 
solemn affirmation, and he will easily decide on the pro- 


SoS SATO 


priety, the reasoning, and the consistency of it. ‘ I value 
‘* them not the le/s (says Dr. Geddes) becau/e I deem them not 
** divinely inf/pired.”’ (P.12.) If a man can seriously 
assert, that ¢he Scriptures infpired by Gop (upon that 
supposition being granted) are not more valuable than the 
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produétions of a mere fallible wretched creature lzke man, 
in his beit eftate, I really could not lofe my time in argu- 
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ment with that man however learned, or however gifted. 
He has degraded himfelf from that rank of literature and 


Ry Fy ail, 


of found understanding, which gives him a title to be 


answered. Dr. Geddes, as a scholar, should ve-consider 


Sin AS 


his character, and as a professed Chriftian, he should re- 
examine his principles. I cannot discuss the doctrine of 


EA 


Inspiration in this place; it cannot be expected that I | 


should. But the tendency of ad/ the proceedings of our 


Me ea 
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scholars and guides in Jiterature, and in the state, and 
in religion, fhould be carefully watched. The open blas- 
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phemy and. low scursility of Thomas Paine has-been set 
aside by just.argument, and the law of the land has armed 
itself against it’s effect,in society.*, Mr. Lew1s, Memder 
of Parliament, has attacked the Bible, as Lhave just shewn, in 
another and inashorter mannert, BLASPHEMOUS as far as 
at goes, and tending to discredit and traduce it’s authority. 
And last Dr. Geppes, a Translator of the Bible, versed 
in the original language and in Hebrew criticism, has now 
begun his attack also.on the Azstorical parts, which, if 
they are not part of the wnspired writing i are not intitled 


to the name of sacred Scriptures. It is difficult.to fay, 
where these attacks will end. 


The times are so ptecarious, and reyolt from all autho. 
rity human and divine so frequent, that the magistrate, the 


satirist, and the critick have an united office. If the 
hiftorical parts of the 


LL 


Bible are given up, another man will 
arise and obje€t to the poetical parts. These will be 
allowed to have sublimity and dignity; but it. will be 


fared 


sed, why should they be considered as inspired? All 
3 ¥ 
etry, we shall be told, is in some sense inspired; Homer 


ms fEschylus and Shakspeare, and why not the Hebrew 


i) = 


bards? + The moral portion of the Scriptures is evident tly 
full of wifdom and of the ne sense, and I] suppose 
we shall soon hear it may be the work of a plulosopher, and 


that morality is not matter of | inspiration, » A fourth writer 


lay 
TERE TR <a 
* Tam glad to. bear testimony to the excellence of Mr. 
Erskine’s eloquent declamarion in the court of K. B. in the cause, 
on Newton, Boyle, Locke, .and other great men, the defenders 
of Christta anity “Bat my general opinion of Mr! ere¥itie’ stalent 
for v writing and publick folitical speaking is very different. 
Westminster Hallis his theatre. We might almost say: Languan 
in fistrinum alig hg detruudi et comping 4 a bs (See a future note 
on this Poem, Dial. 4.) 


+ In: $ The Monk, a Romance.” | See above. 
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may first insinuate with great respect, and then prove that all 
prophecyis ambiguous; and that the prophecies in the Bible 
may be conje@tural, and therefore no reliance can be had 
on their inspiration. Lastly we may be loosely and indis- 
criminately told, that the doctrinal parts are so much above 
as well as contraryt{ to humtan reason, that they could 

not come from God. | 
Thus might the whole fabrick vanish into air, zzéo thin 
air: or to reverse Mr. Gibbon’s phrase, thus might * the 
triumphant banner of the heathen Capitol be again 
erected on the ruins of the Church of Christ.” Still 
we are to sit silent, still we are to hear with patience 
the outrageous presuinption of man before his merciful 
Creator! while ‘* The World and it’s adorable AuTHOorR, 
his attributes and essence, Azs power, and rights, and 
duty (I tremble to pronounce the word) be all brought 
together to be judged—-BEFORE Us.’ We are ta 
assemble zn the Temple with all our princes, and lords, and 
potentates, 


a 


t As the subject is soimportant, and words are so frequently 
misapplied or misapprehended, it is always of use to remember 
the words Faith and Reason, as contradistinguished to each 
other. Mr. locke has defined them with a clearness anda 
precision which can never be exceeded, and which should never 
be forgotten, in thought or in conversation. ‘ Reason, as 
“‘contradistinguished to Fazth, I take to be the discovery of 
“* the certainty or probability of such propositions or truths, 
“which the mind arrives at by deductions made from such ideas, 
‘* which it has got by the use of it’s natural faculties, namely, 
*¢ by sensation or reflection.—Fairu, on the other side, is the 
“f assent to any proposition zot thus made out dy the deductions 
‘+ of reason, but upon the credit of the proposer, as coming from 
““ Gop, in some extraordinary way of communication. This. 
“* way of discovering truths to men we call Rewelation.”? Locke’s 
Essay on the H. U. B. 4. C. 18. An attention to this accurate 
definition would prevent all confusion, and oftentimes, very 
idle or profane jargon in ‘conversation. Mr. Locke’s </ole 
chapter on this subject should be generally studied. 
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potentates, and venerable orders, and our high officers, ix 
all the gradations and dignities of our state and hierarchy, 
till some CHAMPION of anarchy and infidelity be bronght 
forth, as in sport, and placed between the pillars. He may, 
bow himself with all his might, but his strength, I trust, 
will not be from above; he will ‘* feel the nature of the 
pillars whereupon the house standeth! speak this in 
general. I hope there is no necessity to apply it to Dr, 
Geddes or any such scholar. 

It is not now for the first time that zhe Canon, and the 
znspiration, and the authenticity of the Scriptures have been 
examined: and even their internal evidence has often taught a 
different lesson. I cannot help offering one suggestion, as 
itisnew tome. If there is a subject in the Bible which 
has been particularly singled out for profane ridicule, it 
is that of Jonah being swallowed up in the whale’s belly 
three days and three nights. Yet, as ifto confound human 
wisdom, or sagacity, Or vanity, and as an eternal lesson 
to human presumption on the fitness and unfitness. of 


the 
ana Ree 
§ Ogden’s Sermons, Hallifax’s edit. vol. 1. p. 2.——-There was 
something peculiarly amiable in the kind and disinterested 
office which the late Bishop of St. Asaph, Dr. Hatyirax, un- 
dertook in the vindication of the memory and writings of two 
great men (quales et quantos viros!) Bishop Butler and Dr. 
Ogden. It will be an eternal honour to that very acute, 
Jearned, and most judicious prelate. Cicero shall speak for this 
prelate. No man once better understood the strength and appli- 
cation of his language, when he filled the professorial chair of 
Civil Law, as the uxpian of his day, inthe University of 
Cambridge. ‘ Idoneus meA quidem sententia, presertim 
**quum et Ipse Lum audiverit et scribat de mortuo; €X quo 
*‘ nulla suspicio est amicitiz causa eum esse mentitum.” Cic. 
de Clar. Orat. Sect, 15. What such a writer as Dr. Hallifax 
has told, who would tell again? I only speak in honour to the 
memory of a Scholar, whose name, and high attainments in 
science, should be recorded. To yp yepas egrs Qxvovran. 
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the subjects of inspiration, THE SAVIOUR OF THE 
Wor pb thought proper to choose and to appropriate 
this event To HimseLF§, ‘ ds Jonah was three 
days and three nights in the whale’s belly, so shalt 
THE Son or Man be ‘three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth!” (4a) 

I solemnly protest, I have no other object.in view in 
whatever I have written, but the good of man in all his 
best interests, complicated as they are, at ¢his awful and 
pressing hour. More is yef in our power than we may 
even imagine; but a// the orders of the state must unite 
vigorously and powerfully in their specifick functions te 
preserve it. he priests and ministers of the Lord 
must alfo stand between the porch and_ the altar, and 
exert themselves ‘‘ before their eyes begin to wax dim that 
they may not fee, and ere the lamp of God goeth out in 
the temple of the Lord, WHERE THE ARK OF Gop 
Was! 

We have reason not only to apprehend the violation and 
invafion of our publick facred eftablifhments, by. our 
avowed enemies, but we must guard againft negligence and 
defertion in the very posts, where watchfulness and _ resz- 
dence are more than ever required. I hope we fhall see no 
new experiments in the Hierarchy of England. Little is 
to be expeéted, at a period like the prefent, from the deauty, 
without the wgour and spirit of bolinefs. An Archbifhop 
or 


§ Snpciovl we re Lpognte! are the very words of Christ. 
Can words be more explicit? Yet a German professor, J. G. 
Eichhorn, the successor of the great Michaelis, thinks it juszif- 
able to expel the prophetick book of Jonah from the present 
eanon of the Scripture.—See his Germaa Introduction to the 


Old Teftament. 
(2) St. Matt. c. 12. v. do, + Sam, b. 1. ch.3. ¥. 3. 
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ora Bifhop, in these days, (I speak generally without 
any particular reference) fhould do something more than 
{hake the honours of his head, In times like these, muft 
| nothing but the damps of oblivion, from’ the. brow of a 
metropolitan, be fhed largely on the provincial dulnefs? 
Y think not. We should see high exertions of the mind 
in high and hallowed places. . Where learning, influence, 


discretion, and authority are united, and in aétion, much 
may yet be accomplished. 


In the licentiousness of the age, the lowest Minister of 
the Church has much to discharge. There. is encourage- 
ment todo so. I think there is Mill a general disposition 
among us, to attend to the words, the writings, and the 
example of conscientious, and wéll-inftructed Divines, 
who are an honour and a support to their country. 
There is also, and there fhould be now more than ever, 
an honest indignation against all those who negleét, 
violate, or proflitute the great office. Surely there is no 


asperity in observing gexera/ly, that trifling amusements, 
improper places, light and frivolous reading, continual 


SYOOOGSEDODOOCOD 


field-sports, and the perpetual dissipation of high-viced 
cities, are not the immediate business of a Clergyman. 
They abfolutely unfit him for his profession. 


Ot en rere i a 
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** Say, if such honours bloom around his head, 
Shall he sit sadly by the sick man’s bed 
To raise the hope he feels not, and with zeal 


To combat fears, which e’en the pious feel 2” 
T think nat. 

If we proceed to the supreme dignities of the Hierarchy, 
we shall find there is much of duty in the facred office. 
Auguftine 
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Auguftine said. long ago, (a) ‘‘ Episcopatus non est arti- 
** ficium transigende vite... I remember once, when. I 
pointed out a sentence on a similar subject . from. Eusebius 
to A MAN, who jsinow an: honour to a most important 
function, his heart seemed to burn within him. I was not 
surprised. To men of high and consecrated intelle@s, who 
are capable of receiving the sublimity of the do@rine, it 
must appear second to none they ever read or felt, for 
its hallowed dignity and the salen ndour of the diGtion. To 
such I again present it. (2) Much may be yet efleQed by 
the sacred Consistory forthe publick good, through each 
gradation of the Ministry. 


I am indeed earnest and vehement in my desire and 
endeavour, that all persons of literature and good sense, 
and lovers of their country, should be convinced to what 
end we may at last be conducted, if we are not aware of our 
danger. When I consider the future condition of Europe 
under the revolutionary tyranny of France, in principles, 
morals, and government, I muse upon the awiul strain of 
the Florentine poet : 

‘Si trapassammio per ‘sozza mistura 
Dell ’ombre e della pioggia, a passi lenti, 
Toccando unpoco Ja wita futura!’t 


(z) Augustin, Epist. 58, 


(2) * O1dn rov os weriovres Tov Tpomov, Ppoyvnuats Tny puny Eig 
HOUVOV [AETEVNVEY[LEVO!, O1e TIVES Jeor, Tov TwY TAaYTWY EPOQWOL CLoV" 
UmEp TS MaVTOS yeves iegwpevor tw emi mavTwy Daw, rung 
Siabece xexabapuevns, opbas doypwaciw arnGbs evosCeras, uxt rors 
MOT APETV EeyoIS TE HAL AnyoIs, IS TO eroy eiheuusevar, TAY UTED 
CPwy auTwy, xat Twy oPioty OMcryeva QTOTEABOLY iE EDBEYIAY. 
Euseb. Demonstrat. Evang. lib. 1. sect. 8. When I read 
such passages as these, it 1s dificult not to feel the words of 
Erasmus in one of his Epistles ; ¢ Saltem daretur in sacris litéris 
tranquillé consenescere !’ 

(c) Dante Inf. Cant. 6. 
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The objects of publick regret and offence are now 
so numerous and so complicated, that all the milder 
offices of the Muse have lost their influence and 
| attraction. It is indeed unfortunate that scarce a 
subject in literature can be interesting without the sci- 
ence and matter of politicks. They give a colour to our 
very thoughts. (/) Weare borne down witha force not tobe 


resisted 
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NOTE. 
(fF) Quibus occupatus et obsessus animus quantulam loci bonis 
artibus relinguit!’? Dialog. de Oratoribus C. 29.—I cannot resist 
giving an opinionat fis time. (July 1797.) My prime objection 
to any proposed Ministry of Mr. Fox and his adherents is this: 
I believe their principles areé zoo popular for the good, the safety, 
or perhaps for the existence, of this country under it’s present 
constitution, I believe, that their design is to throw such a 
weight of power into the House of Commons, by means of a 
Reform, as would ultimately mould the two Houses of Parliament 
not merely into a resemblance, but into the actual form and 
relative power of the Council of Five Hundred, and the 
Council of Ancients. Tam also of opinion, that the authority 
and influence of the Crown of Great Britain, would be reduced 
far below that which is lodged in the Executive Directory of 
France. I think the proposed Reforms dead, beyond a contro- 
versy, to this issue. Y conceive, thata great Personage, in the 
case of a change of Mr. Pitt’s Ministry, must be apprehensive, 
zo whom he is to be delivered, and to what he may be reduced. 
The fride of a statesman’s understanding, like Mr. Fox’s, 
| in the plenitude of dignity, will overbear all ideas of a balance 
Wy of power in the orders of the state, and of the safety of the 
country, npon it’s ancient principles. He has declared his 
opinion; he must not recede. All will besacrificed to that pride 
In 2 moment of phrenzy. The example of every state, nation, 
and city, subdued by French arms, French principles, and 
Frénch treachery, is to be weighed well, as an awful warning 
in this kingdom, which may yct be preserved. The encroach. 
ments Of such a statesman, as Mr. Fox, (paramount as he is in 
ability and in folitical eloquence beyond any man) are to be 
watched and resisted by all who think soberly, and are inde- 
pendant of party. Yet Mr. Fox neither could; ‘nor would, 
satisfy the raving and tyrannical ideas of Horne Tooke and ene 
French 
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[ 253 J 
resisted, when-our very existence, as a nation, under our an- 
cient laws, and constitution, and establishments, has been 
rendered dubious. 

I would particularly recommend the serious perusal 
ef the by. Thucydides of the demo- 
cratick sedition in Corcyra. The reader would be convinc- 
ed, that the same peculiarities. mark all popular seditions and 
insurrections, the same pretexts, the same motives. The 
insurgents declare the friends of the lawful and established 
government enemies to the popular representation and in. 


account given 


terest. Some of these insurgents have private enmities 
to revenge, and others have debts to cancel. Death is 
the universal solvent. (// The historian observes, they 
held 


NOTE. 

French crew. They would make use of him to a certain point, 
They would then declare him an enemy to his country, and 
conduct him to the scaffold. “ Corpora lenté augescunt, 
Cito extinguuntur.’{ The security of property, publick and 
private, is shaken by the proposed system, and a Revolution 
(which we never yet have known but in mere name) might then 
be at hand, A government which once relaxes, is not easily 
recalled to the vigour of it’s ancient principles. We have 
among us statesmen of determined and of true patriotism, and 
this final misery may yet be prevented. We have a King, 
who has courage, virtue, and firmness. Of his Minister, the 
Right Hon. Wm. Pitt, I have given my opinion orrEN in 
ansther place; I have not altered my sentiments, 

I certainly cannot say with the great Satirist under Louis 
the 14th, 

“* Que ma vile a Cotzert inspiroit l’ allégresse.’’§ 

I speak, and I have spoken, most impartially of Mr. Pirr. 
I am neither for a proscription of any political talents, nor for 
an hereditary claim to the publick ‘office of Prime Minister. 

But 

(/f) Hear the great Historian: “ Tay wey citiay EmiPepovTes 
ros roy Anov xxraduecw. AgreSavoy tives ies ex Opus Evena, 
HHL AAD KpnAxTWY CHiciv oPerrousvov dwxo ruv AxCovrwy. 


L. 3. Sect. 8r. 


j Tacit. Agric, ap, init. § Boileau Ep. ro, 
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held forth either the specious offer of greater equality of 


——_— 


power among the citizens, or amore temperate form of aris- 
tocracy, or some state expedient varying with the hour; 


| but each leader in reality had his own private views! of 


| NOTE, if 
e Ba if the principles of any statesman are such, as to induce a 
real ane effectual ¢ ‘hange i inthe government, that statesman should 
not be admitted to rule. If the ancient and es sabi lady prin- 
ciples of the. English iibee A aa are maintained, a Prime 
Minister may conduct publick affairs, even wie a mediocrity 
of talent. '"Peis neither Rie Pitre, nor Lord Lansdown, nor 
Mr. Fox, nor Mr. Grey, who are necessary to the function. 
But, by the disastrous. consent of the whole nation and it’s 
Parliament, thinking rightly, proposing soundly, and meaning 
honestly, are nothing without SPEAKING WELL, 

Let me add a word or two on a subject not quite foreign to 
this note. The example of a very Pie and, in my opinion, 
of-a very virtuous a honourable man, to whom the country 
is under much obligation, Mr. Reeves, will deter any man 
from volunteer effusions in favour of any. Minister. It would 
not be amiss, to be sure, if Mr. R.-or ‘any other: writer, 
would read Aristotle and Quintihan on’tropes and metaphors, 
before he’ adorns his native language with all:the richness, of 
imagery, and exerts the command, which nature gives him, 
over the figures. of speech. Teo non frondibus, efficit 
umbram. For my own part,. when his pamphlet, *“ The 
Thoughts on the English Government,”’ was published, I never 
telt more indignation than when I saw this gentleman unge- 
nerously and shamefully abandoned, and. given up by Mr. Pitt 
in the H. of Commons to the malice of his avowed enemies 
and to a criminal prosecution in the Court of King’s Bench; 
He was solemnly acquitted of any libellous intentions; but 
his language was impr udent. He fell a victim to metaphorical 
luxuriance and state-botany.—(See ‘** Thoughts &c.” asabove 


oO 


pag. 12 and 13. for Mr. Reeves’s Simile of the Constitutional 
Zree and it’s- Branches.) It was the deep..and important 
observation of Aristotle; Bu jeToaQopeny ecrw ev ew PEW» 


See also the tenth chapter of Aristotle’s Rhetorick, Book 3.: 
which I recommend to all political writers and speakers; De 
Urbanis Metaphoris, or wep: Twv wo Ebay, MoE TOY EVOOMILEYT WY. 
‘Those great criticks, Messrs. aie pe Sheridan, differed however 
essentially from Aristotle in ahs point, in their Commentaries 
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[ 255° 3 
ambition, or power, or riches, but accommodated his 
speeches to the prevailing humour of the day. (g) 

This, as we all know, has been transacted step by 
step upon a great and tremendous scale in France. The Ita- 
lian and Belgian states are following them with headstrong 
and infuriate revolutions» Wz HAVE INDEED MORE TO 
PRESERVE THAN ANY OTHER COUNTRY under hea- 
ven; and we may, by wise regulations, hereafter restore 
even the finances of the state: We must never forget 
that the stability of our present Constitution isthe sole 
stability ‘of all property, publick and private. I speak 
from awful and trembling. conviétion, OUR RUIN CAN 
BE EFFECTED BY POLITICAL REFORM ALONE? and 
our Enemies at home, and in France, know that I speak 
the truth. Wein Great Britam, who are yet ina con- 
dition. to preserve ourselves, see and: read and feel these 
things.. The grant of one demand leads necessarily to 
another, when any material alteration ina state or govern- 
ment is conceded. Ifthe second is refused after the first 
has been granted, we are then told, that there is a want of 
consistence in the plan, and that it were more adviseable 
to have kept the state as it was, than to admit only a par- 
tial reform. 

We ‘surely cannot be said to be duped and 
fooled by Reformers, without warning from history and 
from experience. The constztutzonal statesmen of Great- 
Britain 
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(g) Hear Thucydides again in his own language. “Ox ey 
THIC TOAETIV Tpooravres” eT” ovopatos Exaoror evmpenss TArOEs 
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Britain cannot zow be ignorant of the nature of a Mo- 
dern Reform in any state of Europe.” The greater the 
difficulty and danger, the greater the fury of the Revolu- 
tionists. Pindar was a poet and a statesman; he said: 


Arporimroy Epwrwv ofurepat waovon.* 

A man of a poetical mind either wanders into futurity, 
or recals the images of other times and of other empires. 
He can sometimes even descend into the regions of terrifick 
fable,and give to his own country the sentiments and passions 
of antiquity ; he can body forth contending parties which 
are no more, of the virtuous and the valiant, of the wicked, 
the desperate and the frantick. Atsuch an hour as the 
present, and with the objects which we see and hear 
and feel, with the exultation of the bad, and the dejection 
of the good, and the labours of great statesmen to preserve 
us from fmal misery, can we forbear to contemplate the 
picture drawn by that poet, whose only Muses were Cesar, 
and Brutus, and Cato, and the genius of expiring Rome.t 


Trisits FELICIBUS UMBRIS 
Vultus erat; vidi Decios natumque patremque, 
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Lustrales bellis animas, flentemque Camillum, 
Abruptis Catilina minax fractisque catenis 
Exultat, Mariique truces nudique Cethegi. 
Vidi ego letantes, popularia nomina, Drusos 
i | Legibus immodicos, ausosque ingentia Gracchos. 
fiternis chalybum nodis, et carcere Ditis 
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Constricte plausere manus, CAMPOSQUE PIORUM 
PosciIT TURBANOCENS! (gg) 
The 
LL A AE OE II ETE EE CT AIO BIR sner seep 
NOTE. 
* Nem. Od. 11. + Lucan, Pharsal. L. 6. v. 784. 
(gg) In the great question of a Reform in Parliament (i. e. 
in the House of Commons) I certainly do not mean to call 
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The prefent Poem was not compofed for a trivial pur- 
pofe, or without mature thought. Iti3 the fruit and ftudy 


of 


te 


NEO OTe Ls 


the Ministerial ground figuratively, the Campi Piorums; but 1 
call the Constitution of Engiand and it’s defenders, in..or out 
of Parliament, by thatname. Nor would T by any means rank 
the gentlemen of opposition with the Turba nocens. That turba 
nocens are the Jevellers ‘and the partisans of democracy and 
revolution. But the licence of poetry we are told is considerable, 
if assumed with modesty. The question itself has nothing to 
do with invention, though, as I think, much fction is employed 
in the support of it. '“l am’of opinion, that in the outset there 
is a fiction, or.a deceit, 

We are told, we must recur to the original principle of the 
H. of Commons; the principle, as I suppose, on which it was 
founded; and that principle is declared to be popular in the 
modern sense of that word. In this argument historical truth 
is not asserted; I would maintain, that it is violated. It is 
contrary to matter of fact. ‘The very origin of the House 
itself (the best antiquaries will tell you so) is rather doubtful. 
The more remote your enquiry, the greater the demonstration 
of it’s original weakness, nay (I say it with grief) of it’s political 
insignificance... It was a Council, which grew out of a greater 
Council, I will not mmsult my,reader with information on the 
subject. But it is a matter of plain historical knowledge 
that it’s powers, it’s functions, it’s freedom, and it’s consequence 
have been all srogressive to a certain period, That period was 
the Revolution (as it is foolishly and improperly called)_in 
1638. At that era the House of Commons under the Old Whigs, 
attained to the consummation of it’s glory, and to the fulness of 
it’s dignity. As I here speak of the original principle, 1 have 
nothing to do with the subsequent corruptions, 

f must own, I donot wish for the famous Roman plate of brass; 
I am for no unqualified Lex Regia.t Let it rest in the Capi- 

toline 
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t See a Dissertation ‘“¢ de Ainea Tabula Capitolina Rome 
©1757.” Heineccius and Gravina also published this ** Lex 
R Regia 
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Pa) 
of an independant and difinterefted. life, paffed without 
the incumbrance of a profeffion or the embarraffment of 


bufinefs. 


‘£ 


liné Museum, that splendid effort of Michael Angelo. I 
lor abject servility and all it’s monuments. I never wished, 
Y am sure I do not now wish, to see anzy Senate divest itself of 
all Be wer. I would not seea Vespasian in any country make 
and repeal Jaws, or exercise unlimited authority, without the 
advice and curisent of a well-constituted Senate. I venerate the 
institution of the ee ise of Commons, and would preserve it 
with my life; but T shall raise up no ‘tree, trunk, or branches, 
for a fatal simile, like Mr. Reeves. I look’ for no pasture in 
the fields of Ministers or of Booksellers; nor would I be turned 
out by Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan to graze on the verdant lawns 
of the King’s Bench, (once intended for the Chief Justice of 
New foundlandh, or at best to grub and delve in Mr, Pit 
Straw-yard, | neither recur to Montesquieu nor to Machia v 
I want not to be told by the former, that ‘¢ our system was 
found in the woods; or to hear from Signor Machiavel and Mr. 
Fox, that “ Svates may grow out of shape. * 

ch were the words of Machiavel quoted by Mr. Fox int t 
H. of C. on May 26, 1797, in his speech on the reform of P 
hament. The founders of the French Republick, aud the Ren 
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ouncers of it (for it has been founded three times already) seem 
always to have had Machiavel’s Discourses on Livy in their view. 
He s Says, that if any poet or powers, (princes, warriors, or 
demagogues) take or subdué any city, province, or realm, 
of they. shoula make all things new in ‘the. state.” The words are 
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‘ Regia.’’ It may be read at full length in Gruteri Inscript : : 
Aiea By this Law the Roman Senate, in the mostabyect sti le, 
authojised Vespasian to make and repeal laos to declare peace an 
war, and to exercise every acd? of an absclug e sovereign, without 
waiting for their consent or even asking their advice—Thi 
authority however was not granted to al] the Emperors indis- 
ériminately; they seleed (before Vespasian) Augustus, Tibe. 
rius, and Claudius, I leave the reader to his own reffections. 
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business. It was not intended merely to raise a smile at 
folly or conceit; but it was written with indignation 
n 
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most particular. ‘* Fare ogni cosa di nuovo in quello stato, nelle 


** Citta fare nuovi governi con nuovi nom, CON Nuova autorita, con | 
*‘nuovi nomini, fare 7 foveri ricchi, disfare delle vecchie citta, 
€¢ 


cambiare gli abitatori da un luogo ad un altro, e in somma, 
*‘non lasciare cosa niuna intatta, e che non vi sia n2 grado, né 
“* ordine, n? stato, né richezza, che chi la tiene non la RICONOSCA 
“Da TH!’+ .The French have religiously observed the advice. 

We are told in the H. of C. by Mr. Fox, that the authority of 
Machiavel is great. In my Opinion, att Tyranny Is unr- 
FORM IN IT’S MAXIMS. But the Signori, Machiavel and Fox, 
still tell us, that * Stares may crow out of shape.” For my own 
part indeed, I would rather find a system in the woods, than 
in modern France; and I do not look for a2. xew political 
Dancing Master, every time there is a twist in the body. To 
hear Mr. Fox, as I ferpetually do in the House, one would 
really think he was a rival to Vestris or Didelot. He has been 
Jong trying his art and giving lessons to Mr. Pitt raring Phat 
Right Honourable Gentleman’s gait still continues 2s aukward 
and stiffas usual. He will not penp. A graceful bow is not 
his ambition, and Mr. Fox dances before him every day without 
the least effec. Mr. Fox, I believe, is of the opinion and prin- 
ciple of Monsieur Marcel, the famous dancing master in Queen 
Anne’s reign, who said, when the Earl of Oxford was made 
Prime Minister, * He was surprised, and could not tell what 
the Queen could see in him, for his own part he never could make 
any thing of him.” To be sure Mr. Pirr is every day placed 
between ‘THE DANCING MASTER AND HIS MAN, but he has not 
yet iearned grace from Mr. Fox, or wit from Mr, Sheridan, 
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Indeed I have been informed that, the three celebrated Dancers 
and Ballet masters, Mesers, Fox, Sheridan, and Grey, are pre- 
Paring a new Serious Divertissement, or Pas de Trois, with vew 
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+ Machiavel. Discorsi Lib. 1: Cap. 6, 
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against wickednefs, against the prostitution of fuperier 
talents, and the profane violence of bad men. It was ins 


deed 


7 


So 


WN O'T £. 


scenes, adresses and decorations, called, ‘* Le DirEcTOIRE ExeEcvs 
rir.” Jf itcan be got up time enough, it will be drought forward 
this season; but asthere isa necessity for a reeinforcement of the 
troot FROM Parts, it is feared the old dances must continue 
to che erid of this season, June 1797. It is proposed that 
light should be thrown on the stage in a quite new manner ; 
but the Ballet-Masters will suffer no persons to be on the stage, 
orto view the machinery Jde/jind the scenes. Lord Galloway 
and Lady Mary Duncan have expressed their approbation of 
this rule, so much fo: the interest of THE GranDd Opera; 
though the noble Earl is contented with the present Grand Ballet- 
Master. (June 1797.) 3 


On a kindred topick I would observe to the classical reader 
another singular circumstance in ancient times. It is from the 
Roman State. Since we have been all arming at home with 
alacrity and prudence, and (what is consequent to that) with 
effect, against ouR inveterate and implacable Enemy; and as the 
militia laws have been extended, it is curious to call to. mind te 
emphatickclausein the antient Roman law concerning the exemption 
of particular persons from military service, called ** Dr Vaca- 
rione,’’ as learned Civilians well know. The Clause is this: 
‘6 Nisi BsLtum GALLiIcumM exoriatur;” in which case not even 
the Priests were exempted. I will illustrate this law from Plu- 
tarch and Cicero, but I will not translate the passages. Plutarch 
has this singular remark in the Jife of Marcellus: * Ou way 
Chra peyav N TE Kwpe Waperxe QoGov, Ola THY YyEITVACIY, 
OLLOpeu Ht APOC TONE|LW OUVOITOLLEVOIS, xab TO WAAKIOov 
amine Tov Dararov (the Gauls or French) Gus warsiora 
Pouposor Seow donsow, ate on uaa thy LloAuy om aurwy agro 
CanrovTEs, re exerve O¢ Geprevos Nogeoy, OTEAELS EAL CTPATEIAS 
TSS lepeas, TANY EL LN Lwratinos* wari emedPos Tloveues. 
Eonas oc nat Tov @oGov auUTWY N TE Ilapacxeun. Mugiades 
yap ev OMAOIS ape TOCKUTOL Pwpmiwy ste MpoTEpoy BTE voTEpoy 
rvyever Pat Acyovrat.” Plut. Vit. Marcel. p. 244. Vol. 2. Edit. 


Bryan. The other illustration is from Cicero in his oration 
for 
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deed (to ufe a poet’s allusion) poured forth as a libation 
from the cup of Achilles, consecrated and appropriated: 
Oure rew crsvdeone Sew, ore un AIT Tarp. (2) 

Itis propofed, in it’s degree and according to it’s sub- 
ject, for the defence of truth, and with an honest wish to 
uphold fociety and the best interefts of mankind, but 
chiefly thofe of our own country. Init there are no ima- 
ginary fubjects. i have raifed no phantoms of abfurdity 
merely to difperfe them; but the words, the works, the 
fentiments, and often the actions of the authors are before 
us. It might be known hereafter from this poem, how we 


wrote and thought in thisage, and not unfrequently how 


we conducted ourfelves. 


There 


NOT E. 


for Fonteiuss (the object of which was to inculcate, ** Gatflis 
“* fidem non habendam, hominibus levibus, perfidis, et in ipsos 
‘‘ Deos immortalesimpiis.) The words are these: ‘* Ut oportet, 
‘Berto GaLtico, ut majorum jura moresque prascribunt, 
66 Nemo est, Civis Romanus, qui sibi alla excusatione utendum 
‘¢ putet.” Orat. pio Fonteio, Sect. 16. sub. fin. Cic. Op, Ed. 
Barbou, Vol. 4. p. 393-—We have not, and [ trust we never 
shall have, he same cause for apprehension from the French as 
the Romans had from the Gauls. They ever have taken our 
crty, and while we are true to ourselves, as we zow are, I trust 
they never will or can take it. But the danger is, and ever will 
be great, from their vicinity, dia rny yeituaow. The words are 
from Plutarch: Mr. Burke has written the commentary.{ 
** Vocem adyti dignam templo!” (July 1797.) 


(4) Hom. I. 6. v. 227, 


{ Two Letters on the Peace. (Ed. Rivington 1796.) pag. 
113, &Ce R3 
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There is one fubject* which I have preffed upon the 

attention of the nation, which in this refpect feems to be 

| ina ftate between slumber and alarm; in the fupinenefs 
BSA | 


which atteads the former, and with that confusion in 


ideas and Taek which too frequently accompanies 


terror. Siete fsion, mercy, felt prefervation, integrity of 
seat ple, Christian shisteed the uncertainty of the mortal 


condition, the convulsion of empires and of flates, have 
all and each variously con{pired to direct the meafures of 
our ANG laa with refpect to the French Roman Ca- 
tholick Emigrants, and in particular, to the French Priests, 


yt state d in different places my opinion on this 


ae Tub ject. I continue to call aloud upon this 
coun nd it’s minifiers to regard, wath minute circum- 


mnie THESE MEN AND THEIR CAUSE. (hh) The 


most reprehensible part of Mr. Burke’s publick conduct 


has been in this point. Great and venerable as I hold him, 
in this I praife him not. I maintain that the vigilance of 
the aoe Catholicks is erect, and on the tiptoe of expec- 
tation: it is {carcely fufpended by slumber. I fpeak also 
on another account. There is fuch a connection between 
fuperftition and atheifm, and their allies, cruelty and 
tyranny, that the wifeft and most experienced ftatesmen 


and moralists have declared it to be indifsoluble. In their 
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caule, they would unite with any, even with Jacobin, prin- 
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Hear Dr. Huffey the titular Bishop of Waterford in 
Treland in his late paftoral Letter. (27-2" tee CAT HOs 
LICK FAITH (i.e. the tenets, the doctrines, the fuperfti- 


PEEL 


tions, 


* See Dial. 3. frst published in May 1796. (44) July.1797, 
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tious, the absurdities, the folbies, the cruelty, and the 


tyranny, of the Church of Rome, and whatever makes it to 
differ from any other external establishment of Christianity) 


The 


~~ oo a 


NOT E. 

(i) See A Pastoral Letter to the Catholick Clergy of 
Waterford and Lismore in Ireland, by the R. R, Doctor Hussey.’ 
London, Keprinted by P, Coghlan, Duke Street. Grosvenor 
square. 1797 His titular Lords! ship’s idea of *‘ a man of true 
Iiberality i: We that whe lives in charity, in concord, in amity, 
with gill athers of every religious persuasion ; with whom a 
differ rence in rl 1Ous Opinion ‘makes z0 dinerencs in sgcial life, 
fc. &c.” (p. 6.) . Very liberal indeed; this is the text. But his 
Lordship, in the natural confusion of ideas in 42s country, has 
firefixed th 1e comment. See the preceding page. “The words are these : 
‘cs arboreal re: (says his Lords ship ) wih. any parent, who will be 
s9 criminal as to expose his sORSRE ng to those places of education 
(the Charter Schools, &c, &c. as I suppose) where Ais relgzious 
faith and morals are likely to be perverted, Jf be will not attend 
to your remonstrances, (he is speaking to the Roman Catholick 
Clergy) refuse him the participation of Christ’s body; 7* he 
should s¢i// continue obstinate, DENOUNCE HIM TO THE 
Cuurcu, in order that according to Christ’s commandment, 
he be considered as a heathen and a publican.’ p 5. We know, 
the sense of Christ; and we know fhe sense which the RoMAN 
CaTHOLICK Curnen annexes to these words. But this is 
Lips raLiTy!!!—-Hear his titular Lords! bip once more. Speaking 
of the ¢efal repeal of the Popery Laws io Ireland, he warns 
those who offose it, in these terms, p. 10. ‘* THR vasT ROCK 
is already detached from the mountain's brow, and . whoever 
opposes it’s descent and removal, MUST BB CRUSHED by his 
own rash endeavours.’ Is the common sense of England and 
Ireland drunk ? Or if it has slept, will it not now awake ? Pawar 
any man say, tat the political spirit of the Roman Catholick 
Religion is extinct, that itis dead, that itis dying? This titular 
bishop warns us plainly enough. He has rocks and mountains. 
at command; and the powers of nature, in their gigantick 
admeasurements, appearat his great bidding. In Ireland it might 
be of use to discuss this pastoral Lettet iz toto. If I were’an 
Irishman, I would do so; but the business in England is yet 
i R 4 different, 
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ick faith ({ays his titular Lordship) is suitable to 
all climes, and -all forms of government, monarchies or 
republicks 


Ne a ee 


NOT E. 


different. Let me add a word or two. It may be worth while at 
this period when all establishments are fhaking, to consider 
frequently, that ‘a Religious Establishment, under any form, is 
not the region itself, but the mode of preserving, inculcating, 
and continuing the religion.” There is a religion which 
may be and is political, and another which is real. TI will give a 
passage from the admirable Preface to the translation of 
Xenophon’s Cyropedia, written with great compass of thought 
and precision of argument, by a gentleman of fortune, family, 
erudition, and virtue, the Hon. Maurice Asnuey, I cannot 
refrain from observing with pleasure, that Logp Matmssury and 
myself may have a natural partiality for the memory of thac 
accomplished and well instructed gentleman. * Real Christianity 
“* (says he) is none of these changeable establishments and human 
** institutions, nor ever can be, dur stands upon its own foot. Whether 
*° it be the religion of the multitude, and national or not national, 
** or whatever be the forms of it in national establishments, 7¢ 7s one 
** aud the same in itself, firm and unalterable, and will undoubtedly 
** remain so to the end of the world, whether owned or not owned 
“‘by any publick eftablishment indifferently.” Mr. A’s Pref. 
pag. 8. [ enter not into the expedience, institution, and 
relative excellence of religious eftablishments inthis place. It is 
not here the question: if it were, I am not without my sentiments, 
or without words to enforce them. I hope indeed we may, and 
Shall, s¢/J/ justify the expressions of a great writer: “ We are 
separated from the errors, and freed from the chains of PoPpEeRY, 
without breaking out into a state of religious anarchy.” But I give 
Mr. Ashley's words as @ general observation to al/ those who esteem 
the downfall of such an establishment, as Popery, to be the downfall 
of the Christian religion, than which no Opinion can be more 
unfounded. To the Roman Catholick system of ‘religion, 
whether in its vigour and plenitude of power, or in i#’s struggles 
For revival, the words of the poet may be applied figuratively 
and literally : 
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republicks, aristocracies or DEMOCRACIES.” (p.g.) Right. 
Does his Lordship speak intelligibly ? That which is true 
of Christianity 2 itself and by itself alone, independant 
of any establishment whatsoever, that they assert of their 
own tyrannical superstition. They will shew the arm, 
and the sword, of heaven interested and a€tive for them. 
They will tell you whenever they have the power, (or 
even the probability of attaining that power) that ther 
cause alone is from above. They separate ¢hezr spiritual 
rulers from the temporal governors of the state, and 
afsert the superior dignity and paramount authority 
of the former; and this they thunder in the ears of an 
armed soldiery. ‘They tell you, that the opposers of the 
Roman Catholick cause are sacrilegious in ‘the eye of 
heaven; and that upon them, in a mass, THE GREAT 
STONE will fall and grind them to powder. I know the 
state of Ireland,+ and the declarations of the ézéu/ar bishops 
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In sua templa furit, nullaque exire vetante 
Materia, magnamque cadens magnamque revertens 
Dat stragem laté, sPARSOSQUE RECOLLIGIT IGNES.* 

+ There is something peculiarly ungrateful in the conduct of 
this zizu/ar Bishop of Waterford. Particular attention has been 
paid to Dr. Hussey by the administration of Ireland, as Lord 
Camden knows. But in ¢4is country I should hardly he 
understood, if I were to enumerate the particulars which I know. 
I have spoken in terms very moderate indeed of this Pastoral 
Letter, under the circumstances of it’s publication. My reprehension 
has been confined ¢o the spirit of it. It will be perceived by some 
persons, that I write Duveracs. 


Talibus ex adyto dictis CuM#A SIBYLLA 
Horrendas canit ambages, antroque remugit . 
Obscuris vera involvens! (1797+) | 
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in that country. But that subject is not properl 
though it is intimately, connected with it. Al 


y mine, 
| I have te 
do is to shew, (and I think | have shewn it to all who will 


attend,) that “ the Spirit of the Roman Catholich (a) System 
2s yet unaltered.” In England the French Priefts, in a body, 
have been chased from the King’s Caftle at Winchester: 


but our government has yet a sacred fortrefs or two at 
Reading and Shene, and 


ess a a 


in Yorkshire: and it appears 
that a sum of Ont HuNpDRED AnD Forty THOUSAND 


Pounops (2) has been issued for the use of the French 


Emigrants 


Saree, 


(a) For the spirit of system in the Roman Catholicks of the 
highest abilities and Jearning, let us refer to the great and eloquent 
Bossuer, in his oration on the death of the Duchess of Orleans, 
on the art of August 1670. Speaking of Henriette d’ Angleterre, 
he cleclares that Gop overthrew the monarchy of England under 
Cromwell, to restore her to the bosom of the Roman Catholick 
Church; which he calls ** Les merveilles que Dieu a faites pour 
Je salut eternel de Henriette d’Angleterre ! PoUR LA DONNER A 
Lb G.ise, é/ a fallu renverser tout un grand Royaume. 
de l’Etat s’opposent 4 son salut éterne| 


ig pee EAS 5 
pour aff ranchir de COS LOIX a 


Si les loix 
» Dieu chranlera tout VE tat 
But he adds a sublime apostrophe, 
remdikable and awful. << Me permettez vous, O Seigneur, 


Penvisager en tremblant, vos saints et redoutables conseils ? Esz 
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c# que les teins de confusion ne sont par encor accemplis 2”? The 
successors of the Bishop of Meaux, have found indeed that those 
times were not accomplished. He thea wishes for the conversion of 
ingland to the Roman Catholick faith, of which the disposition 
of Charles the Second and his Brother gave him some hope. 
«* Nous souhaitons princihalement, que V ANGLETERRE, trof libre 
dans $@ croyaace, trop licentieuse dans ses sentimens, soit enchainée 
comme nous de ces bienhenreux Liens (1. e. de fa Foi Catholique) 
qui empeéchent lorgueil humain de s’eearer dang ses pensées, 
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2 ’ “7 pine pata em tr 9 
La captivant sous Pautorité du Saint Esprit et pe L Ecuise. [ 


c . : ia : 
forbear any Turther remarks. See Recueil des Oraifons Funebres 
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sy bes Beat 4 Sate * 
qe Bossuet. Edi. Parts, 1762, 12mo. gr et 93. _) 
(6) On the 21st Dec. 1796, “ The House of Commons 


66 in 


BBS 


. 

a 

a 
vw 


ree 
ya 


«FOOD OOOOOO CCS OSO OO G6 OOOO OGG woo wwwwOPOUOOOHOOOH SOS HDDS DOOD OTOE CS SOSHe 


[ 2€7 

Emigrants, facred and profane in the course of the year 
1796. (68) This is ratified by the vote of Parliament. On 
this particular topick I shall say nothing further in this 
place. All which I have written on this great subject 
is in the spirit of mercy, humanity, tolerance, and true 
Christianity, consiste:t with the principles of an English 
Proteftant, and that rational and guarded love to my 
Country which I am bound, according to my ability, to 


warn, to vindicate, and to defend. 


The subjects of this poem have been from necessity 
various and numerous, far beyond my original conceptions. 
But a mighty and majeftick river, in its course through 
a diversity of countries, not only winds and murmurs 1n 
the vallies, but contends and foams among rocks, and 
precipices, and the confluence of torrents. Still its tendency 
is to the ocean, to which it pays its laff tribute, and is 
finally lost in that immensity. In Literature the mind 

, resembles 


‘© in a Committee of Sup among other sums, voted a sum 
‘«‘ of 140,000]. for the relief of the suffering clergy and laity of 
«} France.’’ 


(25) Inthe former editions of this Poem, I stated Five hun- 
dred thousand pounds, instead of Oze hundred thousand pounds. 
I did itoa the report of Woodfall’s Parliamentary Debates in 
December 1796, which led me into the error. The figure ¢ is 
printed there instead of r. I have corrected it by a direct 
reference to the Votes printed’ by order of the House of 
Commons.2-It is still to be considered as a very large sum 
for such a purpose in the present crisis of affairs, 
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b3268 4] 
resembles such a course. All its exertions may be turned 
into one grand and general direction. The mind, if well 
regulated, remembers from whence it came, and feels that 
al] it’s powers and faculties are but ministerial. I think 
it is somewhere expressed in the concise sublimity of 
Plato, [Ipos ro aidiov eCaewev. Under the influence and 
persuasion of this great and master principle, the. mind 
so prepared, whether serious, or gay, or thoughtful, or 
sprightly, or even fantastick in its humour, is still per- 
forming its proper ofhice. Philosophy and criticism can- 
not reach some subjects, which sap the foundation and 
support of well-being. Playfulness, ridicule, wit, and 
humour, are the auxiliaries and light-armed forces of truth, 
and their power, in detachments, is equally felt with the 
main strength of the body. 


There is one description and fet of men, to whom 
more than common reprehension is due; and who cannot 
be held up too frequently to the publick scorn and 
abhorrence. I mean the modern philosophers of the 
French system. Mr. Burke has thundered upon them, 
and his lightning shone through their darkeft recesses. 
*““The sudden blaze far round illumined Hell.” This 
monstrous compound of the vanity and weaknefs of 
the intellect, and the fury of the passions in some of 
them, this ‘* facinus. majoris abolle,” should be exposed 
with the full strength of argument and of reason, and 
with occasional ridicule, to the English nation in every 
point of view. In other philosophers of this system, 
there is a calmness and composure in their mental operations, 
more savage than the violence of the former. Their 


subject 
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[ 269 ] 
subject is the. d:ving man. Before them he is delivered, 
bound hand and foot.. On him their experiments are to be 
tried ; and when his whole composition, moral and political, 

is either. racked, or disjointed, or the minuter parts 

of it laid bare to the eye, and the very circulation, of the 

fluids, as it were, shewn in, the agonizing subject ; this 

they savagely call, studying and improving human nature 

by the new light. But I will not proceed on this subject. 

Great and venerable is the name and influence of the true 

philosophy. The word may be disgraced for a season, 

but the love of wisdom must always command respeé. 

When we compare these modern philosophers who reject 

all revelation, with the philosophers of antiquity, and in 
particular those of the Stoick sect, who were ignorant 

of it, the difference, to say no more, is indeed striking. 

What were Socrates, and Plato, and Epictetus, and Cicero, 
and Antoninus! Before such lights, shining in the darkness 

and gloom of the heathen firmament, 

Conditur omne 
Stellarum vulgus, fugiunt sone nomine Signa. (d) 

As l am speaking of Philosophy, I may be excused aie 

say a few words of that language, in which it’s power has 

been moft confpicuous. I fee no more pedantry in the 
knowledge and ftudy of the Greek tongue, than of the 
French or the German. But when I confider that every 
fubjeét in philofophy, in hiftory, in oratory, and in poetry, 
whatever can dignify or embellifh human fociety in it’s 
most cultivated ftate, has there found the higheft authors 5 
that the principles of compofition are better taught and 
more fully exemplified than in any other language; that - 
the Greek writers are the univerfal legiflators in tafte, 
criticism, | 
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criticifm, and juft compofition, from whom there is rio 
appeal, and who will be found unerring dire@tors ; I would 
with a peculiar emphafis and earneftnefs requeft young 
men of fortune, ability, and polifhed education, not to caft 
off the fludy ofthe Greek writers, when they leave school, or 
the univers ity. Afew hours devotedto this study in every 
week will preferve and improve their knowledge. It will 
animate the whole mafs of their learning, will give colour 
to their thoughts and precision to their exprefsi 

is no necessity either to quote or to foeak Greek; but the 
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constant beruta or tne historians, philo! O} ays Orators 
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and poets will be felt aud perceived. In patliament and at 


the bar_it would be most oe (a) They who are 

wife wall fecretly attend to this recommendation, which 
must be disinterefted; and proceeds from long expe- 
rience. | 


NOT Es 


(a) Plutarch deseribes the. first Marcellus, (thé . first. of 
that distinguished race) asa Pas i of experie: nce and ntrept- 
dity, humane and and polished in his manners, and a gre t lover 
of the Greek literature; the words are these: ¢«’ on wey ates 
TOAEAINOS, TH Ques PiAoT OAC HOS" Tw OF “AAw Tpomw CwPpwv, 
Piravipwxros, Baa ANVIKNS Taweraes Hak 


ae 2 
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Ouuuacely res nat ogtuvras, epaorys.”? .Plut. Vit. Marcell p- 
242. Vol. 2. Ed. Bryan,—, ‘ we have now so many gentlemen of 
fortune, family, education, and ability among the officers of the 
“army, the militia, and in all the Volui nteer Corps, to whom the 
kingdom’ i 1s so deeply obliged, I wish they may read this note, 
and be induced to empioy some of the eir vacant hours‘in valuabie 
Studies; and, like the great chiefs among the ancients 
and vindicate the honour of learned r lei 
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P. of a I have fomething to fay, but my refpeét to the 
reader prevents me from faying much. It afpires not to 
the manner or the praife of THE DUNCIAD, or to-any 
thing whatfoever in’common with that great performance 

The original motive of it however, in my opinion, 18 as iy 
superior in importance and dignity, as the power and abi- 
lity of the author. fall fhort of that poetical excellence, 
which none hereafter can hope to rival, or perhaps to attains 
It’s general subject is LITERATURE however exerted, whe- 
ther for the: benefit, or for the injury of mankind. It has 
nothing of the mock epick. It isa dialogue; has something 


re) 
1e su bject ¢ fol 


of adramatick cast, and’ is an excursus, T! 
. . ] = Z ° 
low each other; and if I am not mistaken, they are nei- 


ther confounded nor confused. If able be in the whole 
composition any passage, any Sentence, Or any expres- 
sion, which according to the specifick nature of the sub- 
ject, can justly offend even female delicacy: which, from 
the manner ‘of it, a gentleman would ret fuse tO write, o 

a man of virtue to admit into his thoughts: which vio- 
lates the high, and discriminating, and honourable, and 
directing principles of human conduct, it 1s to me matter 
of serious and of solemn regret. I am not conscious of 
having admitted any such passage, or sentence, or expres- 
ston. Ihave never yet heard such an aulicdtidis to my 
work. If it can be pointed out, I will erase it with much 


concern and with great indignation. 


I should also give a few, words to the manner of thé 
notes which [ have annexed, and which are so frequent 
gnd so copious» I wifhed not, as Boileau expresses 1 
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[E272 J 
prepare tortures for any future Salmasius (f); and I too 
well know my own insignificance to expe& any’ cOm- 
ment on my writings, but from my own pen. I have 
made no allusions which I did not meam to explain. ButI 
had something: further in my intention. The notes are 
not always merely explanatory ; they are (if I have been 


able to execute my intention) of a structure rather peculiar 


-— ~ 


to themselves. Many of them are of a nature between 


an essay and an explanatory comment. There is much 
matter in a little compass, suited to’ the exigency of the 
times. As they take no particular form of composition, 
they are not matter of criticifm in 'that particular respect. 
i expatiated on the casual subject which presented itself ; 
and when ancient, or modern writers expressed the thoughts 


better than I could myself; I have given the original 
languages. 


No man has a greater contempt for the. parade of 
quotation (as. such) than I have. My design is not to 
quote words, but to enforce right fentiments in the 
manner which I think ‘bef adapted to the purpofe, 
after much reflection. To moft of my readers thofe lan- 
guages are familiar; and if any perfon, not particularly 
converfant in them, fhould honour the notes with a pe- 
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rusal, I think the force of the obfervations may be felt 
without attending to the Greek or Latin. In all regular 
compositions I particularly dislike a mixture of languages. 


It is uncouth or inelegant, and fometimes marks a want 


of power in the writer. In works of any dignity or con- 
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(Ff) “© Aux Saumaises futurs preparer des tortures,” 
Boil, Sati g. v. 64. 
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sequence, itis advifeable, if a paflage from any ancient 
author is quoted, to translate that passage in the text, and 
put the original at the bottom of the page, if neceffary. 
We have in this respe€& the authority and example of 
Cicero, Bishop Hurd, and Sir William Jones. 


In general, I could say all I wished in the text and 
comment. Some subjects are indeed so important, that 
they should be held forth to publick light, and viewed in 
every point. SATIRE, inthis respect, has peculiar force. 
Vice is not unfrequently repressed, and folly, pre- 
sumptuous ignorance, and conceit sometimes yield or vanish 
at the first attack, and like the fabled spirits before the spell 
of the enchanter, 


Primé vel voce Canentis 
Concedunt, CARMENQUE TIMENT AUDIRESECUNDUM.(g } 


I again declare tothe publick, that netther my name, nor 
my situation in life will ever be revealed. Conjectures are 
free and open to the world. Every one is at liberty to fancy 
cases, and make whatever comparisons he thinks proper, 
But suppositions will never amount to facts, nor wild con- 
jectures have the force of argument. I pretend not to be 
** the sole depositary of my own secret ;” but where it is 
confided, there it will be preserved and locked up for ever. 
Ihave an honourable confidence in the human charaéter, 
when properly educated and rightly inftru&ted. My secret 
will for ever be preferved, J now, under-every change of 
fortune or of political tenets, while honour, and virtue, and 
religion, and friendly affection, and erudition, and the prin 
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(g) Lucan, be 65 Vg 27 
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ciples of a gentleman, have binding force and authority 


upon minds so cultivated and. so dignified. When they 
fall, I am contented to fall with them. 


My Poem.and all and each. of the notes to it were written 
without aay co-operation whatsoever. I expect the fullest 
assent and credit to this my solemn assertion. I expect it, 
because I speak the truth. I have not been assisted by any 
Doctors in any faculty. If indeed I had written to please 
a particular man, a minister, a chief in opposition, a party, 


any set, or any description of men excluszvely, literary. or 
political, there is not'a man of understanding in the coun- 
try who does-not perceive that I should, or rather that I 
must, have written in another style, thought and argument. 
Of such motives I profess myself nor skilled nor studious. 
My appeal is direct to my Country. 1 know and feel the 
situation in which at this moment sME stands. There is 
now no balance left in Europe. All is preparing to sink 
under ONE DESOLAT’NG TyraNNY. My opinion how- 
ever is, that by the mercy of Providence, and by the unre- 
mitted attention and labours of our constitutional statesmen, 
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and the united efforts of all that. are loyal, brave, opulent, 
powerful, or dignified, WE may-yéet ‘* beable to stand 1N 
6 pHs EVEL DAY, azd having done alt: PO. STAND.” 
Let.us stand therefore, as the chofen nation of ald, the’ in- 
snlated. memorial of true Religion; andthe onLy Asyluin 
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ab-balanced Liberty. I profess: myself! convinced, :and 
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therefore have I. written. ]. entered into. the’ fanétuary of 
the Hebrews;:and heard the!voice of their prophet: ‘*:Cre- 
“didi, propter quod. locutus ‘sum.’’s /This. was the.voice 
which I heard, and it was a voice, as Milton would express 
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[ 275 J 
it, ‘‘ thundering out of Sion.’ Under this perstiasion and 
conviction, I will say of-this work, there is in it but one 
hand, and one intention. It will be idle to conjecture 
concerning the author, and more than foolish to be very 
inquifitive. To my adversaries I have nothing to reply. 
I never will reply. I could with the most perféct charity 
sing arequiem over their deceafed criticisms, if I were 
master of what Statius calls the ‘* Exequiale’ sacrum, car- 
menque minorzbus umérzs utile.” (h) Those whom I wifhed 
to please, I have pleased. If I have diffused any light, it is 
from a single orb, whether temperate in the horizon, or 
blazing in the meridian. 


Thus.much to silly curiofity and frivolous garrulity. 
But to persons of higher minds, and of more exalted and 


more generous principles, who have the spirit to under- 
stand, and the patience to consider, the nature and the 
labour of my work, I would address myself in other lan- 
guage, and with other arguments; 1 would declare ¢o 
them, that when I consider the variety and importance and 


extent of the subjeéts, I might say that it was. written, 


“though for no other cause, yet for this, that posterity 


may know, that we have not: loofely through silence 
permitted things to pass away as in a dream.”’. I. would 
declare also to them, that I delivered it as A LITERARY 
MANIFESTO éo this kingdom in season unpropitious to 
learning or to poetry, in a day of darknefs and of thick 
gloominess, and in an hour of turbulence, of terror, and 
of uncertainty. Such persons will be satisfied, if the great 
cause of mankind, of regulated society, of religion, of 
government, and of good manners, is attempted to be | 
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(4) Stat. Theb. L, 6. v. 123. 
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fnaintained with strength and with the application of 


learning. ‘To them it is a matter of very little, or rather 
of no moment at all by whom it is effected. They have 
scarce a'transitory question to make on ‘the subject. To 
such understandings I willingly submit my composition, 
and to them I dedicate the work. 


I shall only add, that if they fhould read all the Parts 
of this Poem on the Purfuits of Literature with candour 
and with -attention, whatever the connection between 
them, or whatever the method may be, they will most 
assuredly find ‘‘ that uniformity of thought and design, 
‘‘ which will a/ways be found in the writings of the same 
*““person, WHEN HE WRITES WITH SIMPLICITY ANDIN 
‘EARNEST. | 
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THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


DIALOGUE THE FOURTH AND LAST. + 


See 


Oux ancuxos 
Azdingayay Palagey sx Aayncov oma.(§) 


AUTHOR. 


Ou, for that sabbath’s dawn, ere Britain wept, 

And France before rx Cross believ’d and slept ! 

(Rest to the state, and slumber to the soul !) 

Ere yet the brooding storm was heard to roll 

In fancy’s ear, o’er many an Alpine rock, 

Or Europe trembled at the fated shock ; 

Eire by his lake Geneva’s ANGEL stood, 

And wav’d his scroll prophetick (a) o’er the flood, 
With 


(a) It is remarkable that in Switzerland appeared THE THREE 


PERSONS, Whose principles, doctrines, and practice, (as it seems 


# 


{ First printed in July 1797. © § Lycophron, Cassand. v. 3, 
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With names (as yet unheard) and symbols drear, 
Calvin in front, and Neckar in the rear ; IO 


But 


to me) have primarily and ultimately effected the great change 
and downfall of regal aud of all lawful power in Europe. 
Calvin, in religion; Rousseau, in politicks; and Neckar by his 
administration. Calvin and his disciples were never friends to - 
monarchy and episcopacy; but I shall not sere contend politi- 
cally or theologically with Bishop Horsley concerning Calvin. 
A poet’s words are better fora poet. I have looked into history ; 
and, as 1 think, have found them true. Dryden speaks of 
Calvin thus, and remarkably enough; 


The /ast of all the litter scap’d by chance, 
“* And from Geneva first infested Franca.” (a) 


Rousszau, (I speak ofhim only as a political writer) by the 


a A ee en enn enenpn b aye 


unjustifiable, arbitrary, and cruel proceedings against him, his 


writings and his person, in France, (where he was a stranoer end 
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to whose tribunals he was not amenable) was stimulated to pur- 


COLSOODHDOHOOOHOOODOOOHOOOOOOSS! 


sue his researches into the origin and expedience of such govern- 
ynent, and of suchoppression, which, otherwise, he probably never 
wouid have discussed; till he reasoned himself into the desperate 


a — +. 


. doctrine of political equality, and gave to the world his fatal 
present, ‘* The Social Contract.’”’ Of this work the French, 
since the Revolution, have never once lost sight. Withthemit 
is first and last, and midst, and without end, in all their thoughts 
and publick ations. Rousseau is, I believe, the only man to 
whom they have paid animplicit and zadeviating reverence; and, 
without a figure, have worshipped in the Pantheon of their new 


idolatry, 


(¢) The Hind and Panther, B. 1, v. 172, 
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But chief Equality’s vain priest, Rousseau, 
A sage in sorrow nurs’d, and gaunt with woe, 

By 
idolatry, like another Chemos, ‘ the odscene dread of Gallia’s 
sons.” 

Different from these, came Neckar. With intentions, 
as Tam still inclined to think, upright, pure and just, but withra 
mind impotent and unequal to the great work, and with princi- 


ples foreign to the nature of the government he was called to 
regulate, reform, and conduct; a fatal stranger for France. \ He 


a St Os 
SN 


88899850086 8259000SR00S2SOPIARIAIVTSIOISIAIISVSTSOASAOTAGAODHGTIOIAL so 


BI@ASES POBBSIGL“ISITISO909T99GS9E90650000000000005 


opfiressed every subject sacred and civil with too much verbiage. 


He was sanctioned by. popular prejudice, and marked by aristo- 
cratical hatred; a sart of “ Arpinas Volscorum a monte,” He 


Ie SS a 


came to lay open and disclose (and he did lay them open to the 
very bottom) the mystery, and inquity of French finance and of 
French treasuries. But he brought with him to the concerns of 
a great and tottering empire, (which gerbaps might have been 
maintained and consolidated) the little mind of a provincial 
banker, and the vanity inseparable from human nature, when 
elevated beyond hope or expectation. What was the conse- 
quence? fora while indeed, 


Hic Cimbros et summa pericula rerum 
Excipit, et soLus trepidantem frotegit Urbem,.+ 

But the original leaven in 47s political composition was popular ; 

and that leavened the whale lump. Weknow the rest. Hisad- 
vice, first in the calling together (at all) of the States General, and 
afterwards in the formation and distribution of them, gave the 
devoted King to the scaffold, and the monarchy of France to 
irreversible dissolution. I speak this independantly of the grand | 
conspiracy against Christianity, regal power,-and social order, | 
which has been so awfully and so convincingly disclosed by. | 


S 4 the 
$ Juv. Sat, 8. v. 249, 
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By persecution train’d and. popish zeal, 
Ripe with his wrongs, to frame the dire (2) appeal, 
What time his work tHE CiTIzEN began, 


And gave to France the social savage, Man. 
Was it for this, in Leo’s fost’ring reiga 
Learning uprose with tempests in her train ; 


Was 


the eloquent Abbé Barruel t, and Professor Robison; since lfrft 
wrote the preceding reflections. 

For my own part when J contemplate the convulsions of Eu- 
rope, and the fatal desolation which attends republican prin- 
ciples, avherever they are introduced, 1 cannot but. rest with a 
momentary pleasure on the picture, which Plato, in his imaginary 
republick, (the oz/y one I ever could bear) has drawn of a man 
fatigued with the view of publick affairs, and retiring from them 
in the hope of tranquility. The sentiments are such as the 
French formerly would have called, “ Les Delassemens de Lhomme 
sensible.” The words are these: 

Si Taure TAYTH AOYlo [Aw AaCwy, NOUN Loy EM WY XAt TAKUTS TE PX Tx 
TWY, OlOY EY XEHAGW VL KOVLOPTS nab Carns UTO TvevLoros Deporeves 
UNO TEtKloy UTOCTAS, opeey TBS GAASS XETATIATAGLEVES aVOmIAS, 
AYaHTA sb 1H AUTOS xaFapos AOIMIAS TE KUL AVOTIMY Epywy,s Tov TE 
evbade Ciov Ciwretar, nat ray amarrayny auTe wera xarns ehaidoz 
ikews Ye nai evpievne arahrAakerar.” / . 
Plato de Repub. L. 6. p. 496, Op. vol. 2..Ed. Serrani. 

(2) * Le Contrat Social, par J. J. Rousseau, Crroyen de 

Geneve. 


t See Memoires pour servir a ]’Histoire du Jacobinisme, par 
Mr. L’Abbé Baruel: and “ Proofs of a-Conspiracy. against.all 
the Religions and Governments in Europe, in the secret Meet- 
ings of Free Masons, Illuminati, &c, &c.”’ by Professor Robison 
of Edinburgh, (1797.) 
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Was every gleam deceitful, every ray 


But idle splendor from the orb of day? 20 
Say, were the victims: mark’d from:earliest time, 
The Flaméns conscious of a,Nation’s crime? 
‘Why smoak’d the altars with the new perfume, 

if heav’ns own fire descends but to consume? 
Alas, proud Gallia’s fabrick to the ground 


What arm shall level, or what might confound! 


Oh for that hand, which o’er the walls of Troy (¢) 
His lightning brandish’d wth a furious joy, 
Her 


(c) It certainly would be convenient, (if we can for a moment 
trifle with sech a subject as the present French war) to march 
to Paris, ‘* and like another (Bryant) fire another Troy.’ See “a 
Dissertation concerning the War of Troy, and the Expedition of 
the Grecians, as described by Homer; shewing, thatno such expe- 
dition was undertaken, and that nosuch city of Phrygia existed.” 
Publifhed in’ 1796, but there is no date to the title page. J find 
it difficult to give an opinion on this ingenious treatise. What 
ever comes from the author of “The Analysis of ancient My- 
tholy,” should’ be treated with very great respect. — His cha- 
racter is - venerable, and his erudition, as I think, without 


an 


+ See Mr. Bryant’s character delineated in the Pursuits of 
Literature, Dialogue II. v. 189, &c. 
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rier state, her arms, her fleets, her very name 


Gave, as in mock’ry, to poetick fame, 30 


And 


an equal, Of ail subjeéts, I should have thought this subje& 
was one, on which an en 


quiry might have been instituted with- 
out offence.» Yet this has not been the case. “The offence has 


been considered as deep and wide, and the influenée of the 
principle, in some respects, dangerous and alarming. The 
faith of history has been represented as 
fortress, and even the sacred writings, as matter of historical] 
faith, implicated jn the discussion, Some- persons have even 
declared that Mr. Bryant had no right 
That nothing can be more contrary 


attacked in its strongest 


to touch the subject, 
to reason than to. suppose, 
that the existence of a city, anda war, of which w 
with delight from our boyish days, could be‘called in questicn, 
That their pleasure is snatched from them; and sucl 


e have read 


1a poem, 
without an historical fact for a basis, cannot ‘be interesting, 


‘They ajlow the amplification of Poetry, and it’s embellizhménts, 
and even the anachronisms of Homer. But Proy did.-éxist, 
and the Grecians did once besiege it, and Hector, Achilles, 
Hel Agamemnon, and Diomede were as real heroes, as the Arch- 
| duke Charles, Buonaparte, Lord Cornwallis, or Tippo Saib in 


modern wars, 


rence nreen eens ems cttenn 
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T really should smile at many of these objections, if they 


did not frequently come from persons of consequence and of 


learning. Most certainly however 1 will quatre] with no 
man ** about Sir Archy’: great Grandmother,” They who 
are acquainted with the science and subject of probabilities, will 


best decide the question for themselves, and Iwill not intrude 


my 
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And with the fire of Philip’s son, unfurl’d 


: : ete aln ts ~ P we ran ie 
His classick standard o’er a’wond’ring world, 


my judgment. Itisa question of probability, and not of proof, 
For my own part, I'am equally pleased with a poem founded on 
the metamorphosis of Apuleius, or on any modern fiction, if all 
the essential and integral parts of axpoem are preserved: if the 
characters, manners, and actions are -human, and consistent with 
the supposed situations of the personages. This to me issufiicient: 
and perbaps poetry, as such, may be a gainer by Mr. Bryant’s 
interpretation. I rather hail the omen in these times of poetical 
sterility. But nothing can be further from the dignity of Mr. 
Bryant’s character, than the imputation of having attacked the 
faith and credibility of ancient, or of any, Aistory, It is scarcely 
entitled to nctice, What was Troy ? with what part of history 


is it connected? Is not the Trojan ‘war an insulated solitary 
fact? If it were done away, is any historical event whatever 
made to fall with it? When it is stated that four hundred and 
thirty ships (no matter of what size) were employed by the 
Grecians in the Trojan war in the twelfth century, and only 
eighty nine in the Peloponnesian war in the fifth century before 
Christ, is this matter of serious history? Is not the whole allowed 


to pass even the bounds of any probability, but that dfa poet? 


I remember hearing a gentleman state similar questions te 
these with much earnestness and apparent conviction, but without 
warmth, He seemed to understand something of the subject; 
and though I conceived some points were pressed indiscreetly 
and unnecessarily by Mr. Bryant, I replied that I thought 
nearly as he did, and I said with the most good-natured Exoyn 
of the Academicks, “ Almost thou persuadest me-to be a 
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Tul ‘ Homer's sprite did tremble all for grief, 


And curs’d th’ access of that celestial thief.” (a) 
Oh, for a Bryant’s hand! 


OCTA- 


Bryantian.’—1 think they who are the strongest in opposition 
to Mr. Bryant, if they were even Inquisitors§, and could force 
him to hold a lighted torch in his hand, and makea retractation 
of his.errors, and the amende honorable in the Eglise de Netre Dame 
deCysere Mere de tous les Diewx Paiens, would be contented with 
the Catholick form of words: « Questi erano gli scherzi d’una 
penna poetica,-non gli sentimenti d’un animo catolico 1" 


Yet considering all that I have heard, and she quarter from 
which it came, Curius quid sentit, et amzBo Scipiade, and the 
insignificance of the question itself, but as a matter of amuse 
ment; though in common with many others, I should have 
lost much individual gratification and instruction, yet I wish 
this Dissertation on the war of Troy had never been w 


1797.) 


ritten at ail 


(2) Two lines from Sir Walter Raleigh’s Sonnet, prefixed to 
Spenser’s Fairy Queen. 


cn ES es 
§ Iam sure Gilbert Wakefield is even morethan an Lngutsitor in 
all his principles literary, civil, and religious. See his indecent 
letter to Mr.° Bryant on the war of ‘Troy. But above all, see 
his Letter. to. Mr. Wilberforce. The Secretary tothe Duke of 
Alva under Philip II. or the Publick Accuser of the Revolutions 
ary Tribunal, under Roberspierre, never exhibited such a 
paper. Lhere is no deczit in Gilbert Wakefield: He ts, just what he 
seems. [tis plain to see what he expects, and why he writes (1797.) 
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Methinks you-smile, 
And fain would land me on the wand’ring isle, 
Where the learn’d drain Acrasia’s foaming bowl, 
Vill reund the Sun their heads with Gebelin’s (¢) roll; 
| Nor 


(¢) Gebclin. —If many persons inthe learned world have thought 
Mr. Bryant unadvised in the discussion of the war of Troy in the 
twelfth century A. C. what must we say to Mr. Court de Gebe- 
lin, who has actually endeavoured to reason us into a belief, 
that, the Founders of the Roman State, Romutus, and Remus, were 
only allegorical personages, and were in reality representatives 
of the Suzand worshipped as such. Mr. Gebelin is a4 man of the 
most various erudition, and if he were as well known as Mr. 
Bryant, his attempt would have been noticed. But few people 
perhaps have had the curiosity to look into nine volumes in 4to 
of the ** Monde Primitif analysé et comparé avec le Monde Mo- 
derne par M. Court de Gebelin.” 


It may be entertaining to some persons, if I-give a fiw parti. 
culars of this singular question. The Fourth Volume of Mr. 
Gebelin’s work consists of the ** Histoire Religieux du Calendrier, 
ou des Fetes Anciennes.’’ The ffi Chapter of the second Book 
(Vol. 4.) isis the ** Histoire des Gemeaux Romains Romulus et 


Remus.””, Mr.. G, says, “ Les Romains eurent aussi leurs Alegories | 


sur le double Soleil) successif'de |? année; ils l’afpliquerent a2 leur 
Remus et Romulus... Les noms sont allegoriques, et tous relatifs 
a Dannée.”” p..204. Remus, it.seems, signified. rue SUN zn the 


winter, 
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Nor heed the pause of (f) Douglas, Wakefield’s rage, 


4S 


Nor Fialiam (9) trembling for the sacred page, 


Nor 


winter, and Romulus ix the summer? By an easy proof, he says, 
‘ils en firent la féte des Lemures pour Remures, &c. p. 263. 
in the sixth chapter of the same book, we read: Nous avons 
ui dans le chapitre précédent, que RoMULUS evoit LE SOLEIL ; 
que tout le Arouvoitx—And what is the proof? Truly this; 
** Le nom de sa mere, celui de son pere, son frere, la mort de 
son frere (Remus), son propre nom, &c. &c. Q.E. D.—Mr. 
Gebelin has not yet done, nor is Mr. Gebelin yet satisfied.. He 
next converts, by means of his solar miscroscope, Romulus into 
Hercules! But hear his words, <«¢ Ce qu’ exprimoient a cet 
egard les Grecs par l’Apothéose d’Hercule, les Romains Vex pri- 
merent par l’Apotheose de Romulus.’ But when he speaks of 
Quirinus, another name of Romulus, the force of art and of proof 
cam go no further. Hear him again. “ Quirinus (nom de 
Romulus) la traduction Litérale de Melcarthe, on Melicerte, que 
portoit Hercule chez les Zyriens, est UNE AUTRE PREUVE, gx’or 
regardo:t RomuLus comme Le SOLEIL.” p. 269!» 

I cannot help observing that in this same 4th Vol. p. 422. 
Mr. Gebelin informs us that, ** Sur le 18 Fevrier on célébroit 
la béte de Romulus, and at the same time, (rather inauspiciously 
to be sure) on célébroit ra Fére. pes Foux.?+. ] suppose 
on the celebration of ta Férer pes Foux, cards of invitation 
were sent round by the Pontifex Maximus to the Antiquaries 
of those days, and I really think, if Mr. Gebelin had been 
froduced at that time, he would not have been without his cara, 
with a few others, to: be distributed among his friends. 


Indeed these deliramenta doctrine are sometimes amusing, butin 
reality they are rather a subject of serious regret from their conse- 


x quences 
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Nor Gillies (4) crying, what shall we peruse? 
What is my work ? mere records of the Muse ; 
And lo! by Buonaparte’s iron pen, (2) 


The tale of Rome may be Troy’s tale again. 


AUTHOR, 


quences onthe publick mind. There is no end to the absurdities 
from this source, when we resolve all ancient persons and 
events into allegories and Egyptian mysteries; till as we have 
just seen, RomuLus anb Remus, Zhe Founders of the Roman 
Empire, become (according to Monsieur Gebelin’s Order of 
Hiring, after a grand Escofetterie, or volley, of Serpents and stars) 
transformed into Roman Suns; Remus # the Winter, and 


Romulus zm the Summer!—See the froofs above. 


() The Rt. Rev. Dr, Joun Doucras, the present Bishop of 
Salisbury, (\797.) Author of the Criterion, and of other 
acute pieces of reasoning, which will be long remembered and 


admired. 
(g) Dr. Hallam, the present Dean of Bristol. (1797.) 


(4) Author of a History of Greece. 
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(7) The tremendous conquests of Buonaparte in Italy and in. 


Germany remind us too much of the words of the Roman His- 
torian ; ** Si Capravos, aspiceres; Molossi, Thessali,, Macedones, 
Bruttius, Apulius; si poMPas, aurum, purpure, signa, tabula, 
Tarentinaeque deliciz.” Flor, Lib, 1. C. 18. (1797-) 
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AU.THOR- 


No; other thoughts my lab’ring soul employs 
That springs anew to long-forgotten joy ; 

J range in Fancy’s consecrated round, 

And meet the poet on a poet’s ground, 

Nor seek historick truth of time and place, 


But truth of manners, character, and arace, 5a 


The Bards who once the wreaths of glory wore, 
Cloath’d in translucent veil their wond’rous lore ; 
The tales they sung a willing age believ’d, 
Charm’d into truth, and without guile deceiv’d. 
Where’er they rov’d, young Fancy and the Muse 
Wav’d high their mirror of a thousand hues ; 

They gaz’d, and as in varying guise pourtray’d 
Aéreal phantoms hov’ring round them play’d, 

Gave to each fleeting form, that shot along, 
Existence everlasting as their song ; 60 
And as by nature’s strength the tablet grew, 
Rapture the pencil guided as they drew. 

OCTA- 


(es § OOO OOOO OO COHOO OOOO OOOOOOOe Woe ec wwOWOOOOOOOOGOOOGHADHOHONOOOOHHSOOSHY | 
WAN NED): 


ONT a Y Le os 


Nay, now you soar indeed; another flight, 
And the wing’d courser bears you from my sight ; 


You’re strangely mov’d. 


A, U, THO oR. 


The matter is my own; 
I never shar’d the profits of the gown, 
Nor yet, with Horace and myself at war, 


For rhyme and victuals (4) left the starving Bar. 


I never 


(4) This was lately done by William Boscawen Esquire, att 
Etonian, first a Barrister at Law, now a Commissioner of the 
Victualting Office, and (by an easy transition) Translator of 
Hoiace, Negatas artifex sequi voces. (Pers. Prol.) In this rewzsion 
of my work, I have no more space to allotto Mr. Boscawen or 
his rhymes, ‘Tt is the fate of some men to describe the history 
of an art, without making any /vogress in it themselves ; to write 
verses without inspiration, and satirical poems without satire, 
But what said Boileau ? 


** AttaquerChapelain ? ah! c’est un sibon homme: 

I] est vrai, s'il m’eut cri, qu’il n’eut point fait des vers, 

Il se tue arimer. Que n’écrit iLen prose ? 

Voila ce qtte l’on dit. Er gue dis ye autre chose 2+ 

+ Boileau Sat. o. | 
T 
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I never lov’d Dean Dewlap’s vacant looks, 
Or purchas’d empty praise from empty books; 7e 


i 
I leave at sales the undisputed reign 


To milk-white (i) Gosset, and learn’d (&) Spencer’s 


train. 


() Not a bookseller of reputation in London, Payne, 
Edwards, White, Robson, Egerton, Faulder, &c.  &c. is 
unacquainted with Dr. Gosset’s milk-white vellum books,’’ 
when he wishes to make an exchange. The Reverend Dr. 
Gosset is President at. all Booksales in the metropolis, and 
he certainly is a good scholar. Doctor Gosset’s, priced cata- 
logues in is cwn hand are said to be in an uninterrupted series, 
exceptone. ‘They are also said to be equal in use and value to 
“* The curious-collecticn, in regular and uadoubted succession of 
“S all the Tickets of the Islington:Turnpike from its frst inftitution te 
‘* the 20th of May inclufive,” recorded among the presents made 
to the Antiquarian Society, when Sir Matthew. Mite was ad- 
mitted Fellow, and made his speech on that occasion, 
(Foote’s Nabob, Act 2.) 


‘N.B. No person is zew obliged'to make an inauguration 
speech, when he is admitted Fellow of the Antiquarian 
Society. The» .noble President observed in one of his 
sfeeches, that the custom ceased and determined at Sir Matthex 
Mite’s election, as appeared by she record, copied by Mr, Foote 
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No German nonsense sways my. English heart, 

Unus’d at ghosts and rattling bones to start : 

I never chose, in various nature strong, 

Logick for verse, or history for song ; 

But at the magick of Torquato’s strain, 

Disarm’d and captive in Armida’s chain, 

To Godfrey’s pomp Rinaldo still prefer, 

Nor care if ranting Wakefield (kk) thinks err. 80 
To 


and inserted in his Nabob.—Ego si rist, lividus et mordax 
videar? The little Doctor, I think, will be the first to smile 
himself. He should know the value of time. He is an ingenious, 
learned, sensible, and chearful man. 


(4) The Rt. Hon. Earl Spencer, the munificent, and I may 
add, the learned, sensible, and very intelligent collector of every 
valuable work in literature, I record with pleasure his ‘* Palatine 
Apollo,” that munus Apolline dignum! 


(2k) Gilbert Wakefield.—-We give up (but with great 
reluctance) Virgil, Horace, and Lucretius to his torturing 
hours, but we will not give up the Constitution of England, 
sacred or civil. ‘ Criricus adsuetus urere, secare, inclementer 
‘< omnis generis libros tractare, apices, syllabas, voces, dictiones 
‘¢ confodere, et stylo exigere, non continebit iste ab integro 
“¢;(REIPUBLICA NOSTRZ#) statu crudeles ungues? &c. occ. 
“© Orat. Petri Burmanni Lugd.Bat. 1720. 
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To Hurd, not (J) Parr, my Muse submits her lays, 
Pleas'd with advice, without a lust for praise ; 
| F 


ond to correct, but never to defend, 


And him who marks her errors, deetms her friend. 


With patriot aim, and no irreverent rage, 


Without one stain of party on the page, 
From Grecian springs her strength, her art she draws, 
Firm in her trust; ennobled in her cause; 

Her moral none, the verse some few disdain, 

Ver ry ¢ te @ @ (a) ha 1] ral di 

Yet not a note she sounds shall sound in vain, 9e 


Whi 


V hile Bryant (#) in applause with Baker (7) joins, 


Gifford (0) approves, and Storer (p) loves the lines ; 


Though 


(/) See the account of Dr. Parr’s style and writings, P. of L, 
Jialogue III. &c, with, the notes. When the -reader has 
etl considered the vite perh 


haps he may be inclined to say with 
the comick poet of Athens 


Be er ee ees 


TItixov xo usye KOMIIOAAKYOOY wise! 
| Aristoph. Acharn, Sub fin. 


(m) Jacob Bryant, Esq. Author of the Analysis of, Ancient 
Mythology, &c. &c, &c. See his character in the. Second 
alogue of the P. of L. to whichl refer. 


ST PS Se ee 


(a) Sir George Baker, Bart. Physician: to the King, a 
Gentleman of « deep and extensive classical knowledge. His 


compositions 
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Thowgh still, a stranger in the sacred clime, 


c 
Some say, I love not poetry, but rhyme. 


Offspring of other times, ye visions old ! 


Legends, no more by gentle hands unroll’d, 
Magnanimous deceits ! where favour’d youth 
Finds short repose from formidable truth - 
Oh witness if, e’er silent in your praise, 
I’ve passed in vice or sloth inglorious days, 100 
But rais’d for you my firm unalter’d voice, 
Fancy my guide, and solitude my choice. 
Though 


compositions are written in the purest Latinity, worthy of an 
Etonian. His situation in life sufficiently declares his professional 


talents. 


(o) William Gifford, Esq. Author of the Baviad and the 
Meviad. 


(p) Anthony Storer, Esq. a Gentleman of fortune and 
fashion, talents and accomplishments. He was educated at 
Eton and Cambridge. His attainments in literature are various 
and considerable; and few men have a nicer skill in the 
principles of just and legitimate composition than Mr. Storer. 


He'bas read QuinTILian with effect, (Mr. Storer will understand | 


me perfectly) and he has drawn his knowledge and judgment 
from the best writers, ana criticks of antiquity and of modern 


time, 
9 
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Though now no Syren voice be heard, no strain 


9 OOOH DOH HHOS OOdEHEwEERE 
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fy Ascend from Pindus, (q)} or Arcadia’s plain ; 
No Graces round th’ Olympian throne of Jove 


Bid the nine virgins raise the chant of love, 


The harp of Taliessin (7) hes unstrung, 
lose by the loom, where Death’s dread sisters sung ; 


Unfelt each charm of Odin’s magick tree, 


With many an uncouth Runick (s) phantasy, 130 


The symbol deep, and consecrated rhyme, 
Trac’d with due reverence in the northern clime. 


Though 


(¢) I mean by these and several following lines to observe, 


that the Pagan Fable is now exhausted, and the specious miracles 
of Gothick Romance have never of late years produced a poet. 
Perhaps the latter were more adapted to true poetry than 
the pagan inventions. Witness the sublimer productions of 
modern Italy. 

(r) A year or two ago proposals were offered by Mr. 
Owen to publish the works of the Bard Taliessin, but no 
encouragement could be obtained. Suchisthetime. (1797) 


5 ee ee 


(s) Mr. Mathias, (the Author of the Essay on the Evidence, 
&c, on the long-disputed subject of the poems ascribed to 
Rowley in the 1sth century, and which I mentioned in a note 


seep rrpeianthekriigetan ne aestiar simeniditien 


to the First Dialogue of the P. of L.) several years ago attempted 


to excite the curiosity of the publick to the remains of northern 


antiquity, by a lyrical imitation of some Runick fragments. I 
wish the example had been followed, 
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Though now no temper’d lance, no magick brand, 
No Durindana (¢) waves o’er fabled land; 
No nightly-rounding Ariel floats unseen, 
Or flames amazement o’er the desert green ; 
No wizards hold, some blasted pine beneath, 
Their horrid sabbath on the darken’d heath ; 
Say, are the days of blest delusion fled ? 


Must fiction rear no more her languid head? 120 
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No more the Muse her long-lost transports know, 


Nor trace the fount whence living waters flow ? 
Awake, ye slumb’ring Rulers of the song ! 
Each in your solemn orders pass along ; 


In sacred radiance o’er your mountain old 


pee L A 


Yet once again your dignities unfold, 


LEP 


And fill the space; your scepter’d glories claim, 


And vindicate the great Pierian name. 
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Aré these a poet’s only themes? I fear, 


No verse like this will find a patient ear. 130) 


AUTHOR. | 


ape oly 


(*) The sword of Orlando. 
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AUTHOR. 


Hear yet awhile. —The dread resistless pow’r, 
That works deep-felt at inspiration’s hour, 


He claims alone— 
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OCTAVIUS. 
Who claims ? 


AUTHOR. 


The favour’d Barp, (a) 


Who nobly conscious of his just reward, 


With 


(2) I mean here to give a character of the Poet, as such, and 
of the sources whence the art itself is drawn. I would wish 
to express generally, what Proclus (in one of his dissertations on 
the Ifoviraix of Plato, Ed. fol. Basil. 1534. p. 403.) would call 


TEES Lee A EE TL ET Ce eT 


with a sublime dignity, the Tlacav Tlomrimns t&iy Sickaprecny, 
when the poet exerts his highest faculties, or, (in the language of 
Proclus inthe same place) ‘*Oray evOscra@wv, ua rais Meoais 
neroxos wy, xara THN IIPQTHN evepye: KAI ENOE- 
ON ITIOIHTIKHN. 

A selection of various chapters from this work of Proclus on 
the 


ee 
4 
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With loftier soul, and undecaying might, 


Paints what he feels in characters of light. 


He 


the TToA:taai of Plato, which relate to poetry, might be made, 
and published by some ingenious scholar. They would be 
perfectly new and original to nsost persons. I know not (better 
Greek scholars than I am may know) whether ‘at present there 
is any edition atall, but that printed at Basil, in Greek, without 
any Latin translation. They exhibic what this philosopher of 
genius (in page gor, on the Tpcic ideas tins Licnrimas,) ternis, the 
Try TWY I lonrey [LAQLVIAY KIVEIAEVIVTE AAb ULVECAV, HAL TANPB[AEVNY 


~ 
evubev, nas cis aA SrarropSneveray tay excibey EAAa LW. 


Philosophers like these, Apollo and all his choir were 
once supposed to address in strains, which few scholars will 
hear without delight. They are to be found. in the life 
of Plotinus, the Platonick, which was written with some 
eloquence (at* Jeast Politian thought so) by his disciple 
Porphyrius :t 

Kanifa Meoas. Zuvry ora ynpucaoban, 
TlapQwvois iaxaror mayepmonasis T° Epwats, 
Ory ex Aiauidn ornoas yopov exrnigar 
Adavarwy waviarow, Sunpeasos tT aoidass. 
Arrw ye Mscacy KEPOS OPS ATUGWILEV, 

Kis év eminvesovres aon repprara warns, 

Yur uar ev uscoucw Evo Dobos Cabuyairns ! 

1 would also present the following passage, from a great Roman 
master, to every rising Youth of genius in this kingdom. If [ 
could perceive his countenance brightening as he reads, and the 
powers of his soul kindling into fancied or anticipated emulation, 

I should 


+ Plotini Vita. In limine edit. Oper. Plotin, Ficint Basilex 
MDXXC, 
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er 


He turns: and instantaneous all around 


liffs whiten, waters murmur, voices sound 


Portentous 


I should say to him, as Herodotus once said to the Father of 


Thucydides, when he perceived the tear of enthusiasm falling 


from the boy, at his recital of ‘* the Expedition of Xerxes against 
<< the general Liberty of Greece.’ The scene was the 
Olympick games, Herodotus before his Country, and Thucydides 
his auditor, Can I rouse the attention yet more? at such a 
moment he pronounced these words: ** Opye 4 Ovo re wis 
os pos palnuate. t Let some future Poet, who now 
perceives in himself, what Statius calls the ‘* cruda exordia 
magne Indolis,”’ hear and perpend, 
‘¢ Legere si desideras, 
Vaces oportet, Eutyche, a negotits, 
Ut liber animus sentiat vim carminis. 


Mutandum tibi propositum est, et vite genus, 


Intrare si Musarum limen cogitas. 
Ego, quem Pierio mater enixa est jugo; 


DDOSOCOOOODOOOOO 2 NYO 9OSHHHSSHSSCOOOSOSOOOOVOHOOSCOOD 


Tn quo tonanti sancta Mnemosyne Jovi, 
Foecunda novies, artium peperit chorum ; 
Quamevis in ipsa pene natus sim schola, 
Curamgue habendi penitus corde eraserim, 


i Et laude invita in hane vitam incubuerim, 


SS AN YEA SR AA ENA SI Th 


Fastidiosé tamen in ccetum recipior. 


Rem me professum dicet aliquis gravem : 


Sed literate cum sim propior Grecia, 


Cur somno inerti deseram Patrim decus??? 


I never read this transcendant strain of genius, without feeling 


even my own mind filled for a space, with all the fulness of the 
Poet ; Neque 


+ Marcellini Vit. Thucyd, p. 8, Thucyd. Edit. Huds, Oxon. 
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Portentous forms in heav’n’s aérial hall 


Appear, as at some great supernal call. 148 
Ppter, ‘ 
Thence oft in thought his steps ideal (#) haste 


To rocks and groves, the wilderness or waste ; 
To 
Neque enim Aonium nemus Advena lustro, 
Nec mea nune primis albescunt tempora vittis,} 


(x) I speak of the effect of /ocal situation onthe mind of the 
poet. But if any man of genius, fancy, and learning, in the 
vigour and noon-day of his life and faculties should, from 
some circumstances for ever to be regretted, be unfortunately 
deprived of the power of visiting these great and awful scenes 
of nature, and the monuments of ancient art; an imagination 
bold and fervid may, in see, degree, supply that want by 
recourse to the most finished representations of them by sublime 
painters and artists. Stuart, Wood, and Piranesi may raise 
ideas worthy of the Poet, and pour upon his fancy all the ancient 
dignity of Athens, of Palmyra, and of Rome. Alas! these 
scenes are closed for ever. Non Ego sum vates, sed prisci 
conscius evi !—lI cannot but present my reader with the form 
of an Oath on such a subject, from the last classical Poet under the 
expiring monarchy of France, the famous Delisle. I am as 
ready on this subject, as himself, to swear at the high altar of 
the Muses : | 

“ Helas! je n'ai point vii ce sejour enchanteé, 

Ces beaux lieux ou Virgile a tant de fois chanté; 
Mais j’en JURE et Virgile, et ses accords sublimes, 
Firai: del’ Apennin je franchirai les cimes, 
J’irai, plein de son nom, plein de ces vers sacrés, 
Les lire aux mémes lieux qui les ont inspires. 


‘> arty g 4 
Les Jardins L. 1. 


{ Stats Achill. L..1. v.10. 
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o plains, where Tadmor’s (y) regal ruins lie 


Ww % 


In desolation’s sullen majesty : 


oe 


| Or where Carthusian (z) tow’rs the pilgrim draw, 


And bow the soul with unresisted awe ; 


W hence Bruno, from the mountain’s pine-clad brow, 


Survey’d the world’s inglorious toil below ; 
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Then, as down ragged cliffs the torrent roar’d, 
Prostrate great Nature’s present Gop ador’d, 160 

per] es 
And bade, in solitude’s extremest bourn, 


Religion hallow the severe sojourn, 


To ui the Painter gives his pencil’s might; 
No gloom too dreadful, and no blaze too bright, 
What time to mortal ken he dares unveil 
TH inexpressive ForM (a) in semblance frail, 


To 
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(y) He built Tadmor in the Wilderness.” Chron: :Bi2. ch, 
v. 4. leis remarkable that Mr. Wood observes, that the natives, 


dea 


at thisday, call Palmyra by the original appellation of Tadmor. 


(z) Thefamous monastery, called «* The Grande Chartreuse.” 
The retirement of Saint Bruno, 


(a2) The Pictures of the Supreme Being by Raphael and 
Michael Angelo. There is one_picure.of .rHzE; SUPREME 
BEIne 
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Iresents the ya awning tomb, 


? 


To Him the Pow’rs of harmony (8) resort 


And as the Bard, with high commanding port, 160 


mo, 


Scans all th’ ethereal wilderness around 
9 


Pour on his ear the thrilling stream of sound; 


y 


Strains, fromthat full-strung-chordsat distance swell 


whl g 


Notes, breathing soft from musick’s inmost cell 
While to their numerous pause ; or accent deep, 


His choral passions dread accordance keep. 


& 


Thence musing, lohe bends his weary eyes 


d 


On life and all it’s sad realities : 


3 
Marks how the prospect darkens in the rear, 169 


Shade blends with shade, and fear succeeds to fear 


Gh g 


Mid forms that rise, and flutter through the gloom, 
“Till Death unbar the cold sepulchral room. 


Such 
woth & 


BEING separating the light from the darkness, in the Vault of the 
Capella Sestinain Rome, by Michael Angelo which, ‘JI believe, 
has never been engraved. Mr. Fuseli, I think, said so when I 
enquired about it. I allude also to the picture of the Last 
Judgment, by the same Master, 


(¢) The powers of Musick on the mind of the Poet. 
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Such is the Poet: such his claim divine !—<s 


Amagination’s charter’d libertine, (c) 


He scorns, in apathy, to float or dream 

On listless Satisfaction’s torpid stream, 

But dares ALONE in vent’rous bark to ride 

Down turbulent Delight’s tempestuous tide. 
Withthoughtsencount’ring thoughtsin conflict strong, 
The deep Pierian thunder of the song 

Rolls o’er his raptur’d sense; the realms on high 
For him disclose their varied majesty ; 

He feels the call : then bold, beyond control, 


Stamps on the immortal page the visions of his soul. 
OCT AVIV S. 


Nay, if you feed on this czelestial strain, 


te 


You may with Gods hold converse, not with men 


O 
©) 
O 


Sooner th 


-ople’s right shall Horsley (4) t 
In judgment delicate, with prudence*preach, 


And 


(c) * The air, a chartered libertine, 1s still, 
Shakspeare. H. V. 

(2) Vallude to Bishop Horsley’s intemperate ;and unadvised 
speeches in Parliament. An injudicious friend is worse than an 
enemy. I believe Mr, Pitt thinks so. Inconsiderate sentences 
uttered publickly by members of either House are very 
langerous, and do much harm. The dogma is remembered, and 
the 
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Laps 3 
And o’er his bosom broad forget to spread 


Bath’s dangling pride, and Ribband rosy-red; (e) 


\ } 
Friend of the Church the eke Grafton i? prove; 


Or Sutton (g) cease to claim the publick lo' 1g0 


~ 


And e’er forego, from dignity of place 


~ 


econciling grace ; 


Or Yorke, (4) regardless of his sacred trust, 


His polish’d mind and r 


To unobtrusive merit be unjust ; 


Porteous 


the. comment is forgotten. Bishop Horsley and Mr. Wyndham 
(both men of great natural and acquired ability) should be more 


attentive in this particular. 


(e) Bishop Horsley is Dean of the Order of the Bath, and is 
a bold rival to the late learned knight, Sir William Draper, in 
making ‘ that blushing ribband the perpetual ornament’ of his 
person.’ See Junius, in his Third Letter, and Bishop Horsley 


every where. 
(f) See the Duke’s Hints.—Rather broad. 


(g) The Right Rev. Charles Manners Sutton, Bishop of 
Norwich. 


and conciliating habits of life, particularly recommend his 


A Prelate whose amiable demeanour, useful learning, 
episcopal character. Noman appears to me so oa marked 
out for THE HIGHEST Dicnity ofthe Church, (2 vacante, as 


Dr. Surton. (July 1797.) 


(4) The Right Rev, James Yorke, D. D. Bishop of Ely. The 
voluntary unsolicited offer of the Mastership of Jesus College in 
3 Cambridg 
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Porteous, the royal (7) prelate, firm to truth, 


Forget the primal patron of his youth; 


oO 


Moore to his synod call, of unction full ; 
Or Barrington be meek; or Watson dull: 


Sooner 


Cambridge, to the Rev. Dr. Paley, so well known in the literary 
and ecclesiastical world, deserves to be publickly mentioned as 
an instance, almost solitary, of generous, liberal discernment in 
the important collation of acadeinical dignity. The University 
réeprets the absence of Dr. Paley, one of the ablest instructors 
she ever could boast; and Bishop Yorke must be recorded ag 
One of ** the friends of learning.’’ It is no mean honour to 
associate the name of Paley with that of Yorke: “** E? mez, si 
quid loquar audiendum, wocis accedet bona pars.” (Nov. 1797.) 

(i) The Right Rev. Beilby Porteous, Bishop.of London. See 
the Dedication of his Sermons. J think him right in recording 
his elevation as theimmediate voluntary gift of RovAL, and 
riot of ministerial, favour. | 

Sic gemmas vagine in fronte solebat 
Ponere zelotypo JuUvENis PRELATUs Hiarbe! 

The choice was approved unanimously by the country, and 
jastified by his own merits and conduct. But I admire still more 
Dr. Porteous’s affectionate, grateful, and elegant tribute to the 
inemory of his venerable Patron, ARCHBISHOP SECKER;§ aname 
never to be’ uttered but with reverence, asthe great exemplar of 
metropolitan strictness, erudition, and dignity. The union of 
gsucH patrons*tu:t for ever mark the character of Bishop 
Pérteous. (1798.) , 


§ See his Life; just republished, «with a proper attention to 
the time. 


C Sis -] 
Sooner Stentorian (£) Davies cease to talk, 


And for dis Eton quit his Bond-street walk; 200 


Sumner 


(4) The Rev. Jonathan Davies, D. D.. Provost of Eton 
College; a learned, pleasant, generous, open-hearted, good- 
tempered man, but in conversation rather too much of a Stentor, 
who is declared by Homer to have had @ woice equal to ffty 
other men. The Epithets of Homer are all significant, and I 
therefore give the lines. 

DTEVTOPL ELTUMEVOS MEYAANTOPL YUAMEpwv, 

Os rocoy avincacxr’ OXON AAAOI TIENTHKONTA. 
Mr. Provost has an invincible partiality for the charms of 
London, whenever $is duty does not oblige him to be at his 
Lodge. The reason is simple. The air at Eton now and then 
bites shrewdly, &c. &c. &c. 

Extract from a M. S. found in Long Chamber at Eton; the hand 
writing conjectured to be by Dr. Hears the Head Master, 
and; one of the Assistants, It was found on Mrs. Heatu’s 
Ball Nights during Lent, given to the Lautorum Pueri for the 
advantage and credit of the School. (Nov. t797.) 

Vicinas alii Veneres, Charitumque choreas 
Carmine concelebrent ; os Veri dogma severum, 
Triste sonant pulse nostra testudine chorde. 

Eton Scuoot, like many other great and useful publick 
Schools, stands in need of many new and strong regulations, 
which the interests of this kingdom, in common with the demands 
of the time, call for with a voice not to be disregarded by the 
masters and governors. Perhaps the very existence of the 
kingdom, in it’s present constitution, depends upon the unde- 
viating compliance with the present form and mode of classical 
(and I hope of religious) instruction, so long and so wisely 
established in our publick schools. If we desert and abandon it, 
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Sumner (/) drink deep of the Castalian spring’; 
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Or 


the principles and strength of rue Enenisn CHARACTER for 


sense, discretion, solid learning, and sound understanding will fall, 
to rise no more. We shall be destroyed, over-run, or disgraced 
with National Institutes, French morality, French learning, and 
French jargon, political and metaphysical. No lustration can 
purify us any more. 
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‘OTA A*OAON TO MEAA@PON! inas, tuas ooris adurpos. 
Kai dn 1s ra Ouperpa xxrw od: POIBOD apacce.t 
This is a subject which should be considered by every Father 
and Guardian of young Persons in this country, with the most 
impressive seriousness. Undoubtedly the expence attending an 
education at azy great publick school, (I speak not only of Eton) 
is now felt in such a manner, as I fear it will be difficult for 
Parents long to supply, er to continue. Whence does it arise ? 
1s there a remedy, ia fart? I think there is. 
To my certain knowledge, the expences of any publick schol, 
‘as such, are increased but in a small, and in a very reasonable pro- 
portion to the exigencies ofthe times. Mode, fashion, custom, va- 
nity, and inconsideratenéss occasion the chief causes of complaint. 
Fashionable private tuition is indeed mow as expensive, or rather 
more so in some cases. [would first propose, that no Master or 
Instructor in ary of our publick schools, should be suffered to keep 
a Boarding House, or have boys to board with him. «The 
character of the ** De lodice parandé arTronitus Docror,” should 
be done away, and the custom wholly abolished. ‘This might 
easily be effected, by a general determination of the Nobility and 
Gentlemen of this kingdom. Surely all Boys, of every description 
and tank, might now board at the general Boarding houses as 
established, the expences of which are liberal, unvarying, and 
regulated, 


DDOSOOOOHO OOOOH HNOO SOS HOSSTSSSSCEOOSOSOOSOOOHOHOS OOOH 


— eee ey 


a a 


t Callim. Hymn, ad Apoll, 


SSSOS SOSCS 09 HOOT Hi TOHTHHOHOOOSDOVOSODOODOO2O0O# 


re 


7 
My 
wees 


eHOer 


aD SOSWOSNIGOOWC Sooow# SO PoOoooeveuwuwwew weOPOPODooo&o&oo® Owe DAHA DOHODO SOS HESS Se 


a 


@Cse 
aaa 


oe 


307 J 
ord Jeave.off.preaching to the King ; (1) 
Or 


regulated. From: such an equality of education nothing is to be 
apprehended. The’next question may be this ; Istherea necessity 
for a Boy: tohavea -Tutorin azy publick school? Why must 
he have -one!? It’ is- perhaps. a:source ,of unnecessary. expence 
(and sometimes’ of «no very commendable) tratiick) and 
which is still’ worse, it promotes negligence) and’ idleness 
in boys, and ‘prevents their reliance on their’ own facul- 
ties and indispenfable application.! Thirdly, I-am confident 
that by the attention’and superintendance-on the part of the 
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parents or guardians,'the expence of bills might. be considerably 

lessened. In regard to books.in particular. For, want’ of 
; ; 4S Thee de haa: “of 

precaution, there.is no limit in the elegance of the editions, oro 


the binding. ‘ School-books are never costly, This is a single 
instance; but on such and similar instances I cannot condescend 
to expatiate. ». I-would be useful; and therefore not tedious. 
The greatest, most serious, and most alarming cause is behind, 
over which the masterscan have no.control. Itisthis: Private 
or pocket money given with a heedless, wanton, and inconside- 


rate profusion unknown in-former times. _We are.told in the 


liberal spirit of the day, that all boys must be gentlemen; that 
they must act as-other boys, .and save no temptation to be mean. 
Suppose this granted. How. is this enormous expence to be 
supplied?o” By the argument, it is, no part of the unavoidable 
expence of education. Buta boy’s purse, it seems, ,shonld be 


ab ah gl lp ea 


always full; that--That what? that be maybe under no tempta- 
tion to be mean. Can we be now ignorant what is the. sense 
affixed to meanness by a modern pampered boy? .. Weil then: 
he'has' no temptation to be mean: But, froma full purse, has 


po geon 


he no temptation to be wicked? no temptation to be idle 


ee oe 


and negligent? A horse, perhaps I may be told, is sometimes 
owable. Why? that he may attend races, I suppose, or be 
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Or good Palamon; (mm)! worn with classick:toily 
Complain 


in town, now and then, perhaps for a whole night,’ ’ His purse 
must be fall. Why? that he may go to the tavern, drink his 
bottle like'a gentleman, and now and then slink to the: gaming 
table, and becume a man of honour in good time. | Liquors are 
rebellious in the blood; and then, as the purse is full; thé forehead 
will not long be bashful. The means of weakness and debility 
need not be wooed; they are every where obvious and obtru< 
sive. Suchis the education of boys with a full purse. A poet 
once spoke of moderation, and government in exfence, in other 


terms. 
O nondum cognita Divim 


Munera! virtutis custos et amica, puderi, 

Luxuriz freenum, vita: tutela! , 
But such expences, it may be said, are for patrician boys. Are 
they then separated from the rest?..Is there no:contagion of 
example? What are our publick streets by.day, or our theatres 
by night? The eye may see, but the ear, might, distrust the 
report... But a full purse, it seems, is very. necessary. for a 
boy; that he may not be means. Surely this is. contemptible 
sophistry. 

In education, and in the government. of)- a; state, every 
obstacle should. be opposed to wickedness, and.to the #eans- of 
wickedness, There should be a double restraint.!» All passions 
Submit ultimately (with the great majority of mankind) to the 
inability of gratifying them, and the dispositions best prepared 
by the discipline of necessity. In boys and youths of ingenuous 
tempers, sometimes filial piety, a regard for théir ‘nearest rela- 
tives, the advantage of a good charafter, and -the-pleasure of a 
good conscience, operate with the better and mone honourable 
part, .But-humam infirmity is not to be: trusted; it Inever-yet 
was trusted with security, Laws, regulations, and strong insti- 
tutions 
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Complain of: plants ungrateful to the soil ; 

Oi 
tutions have the: greatest. power to enforce.good manners, when 
the Parents, Guardians, Instructors, and Mastersco-operate fully 
in their, several functions. It must be remembered, lam speaking 
of the education,of éeys,.and not of confirmed habits, of.expence, 
of wickedness, on of deorayity. in.wea.. The wisdom and experi- 
ence-of, those..toy whom I. am addressing myself,.in,; publick 
schools,.wal!.easily supply what. have omitted; for Lhave omit- 
ted much,...Eyvery gentleman in the country may co-operate in 
this important and. patriotick attention, at such.a period as.the 


present, 
It is also not to be dissembled, (itis my office to speak openly 
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and boldly) thatBoys now actually divide themselves into 
political parties. There ‘is indeed \a. general licentiausness of 


spirit among modern ‘boys, which the publick good requires 
to be effectually and powerfully repressed. It is not ‘by false 
and ‘specious /iderality that this evilis to be subdued. If masters 
and governors are’firm’and inflexible in their regulations, what 
can thé children do? I laugh at the idle apprehension” of 
rebellion in a School, If I were:the Head Master’ of Eton, 1 
would begin by THE ABOLITION OF THE MONTEM immediately. 


GSEESISSIOSSSOLIGS 


It is very improper, and very ‘foolish. There is @ meanness, and 


sometimes aa audacity, in this authorized mode of collecting money 'on 


thé bightway, which I wonder young Gentlemen of birth and family 


are’not ashamed of, and'can even wish to continue. Iv is some- 
THING BETWEEN ALMS AND PLUNDER. Harrow school has no 
longer its ancient and dangerous custom of “ shooting for the 
silver arrow.”” I mention the abolition of THE MONTEM (though 


it zow occurs but once in three years,) only as an introduction 
to widny other salutary and necessary restrictions in atu publick 


pare gente 


schools. Ihave seen the nature of a rebellion (as it is called) 
U3 in. 
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Or Warren (0) in his well-curv’d palm confound 
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An 
| in a college and a school, and nothing Cari be more foolish and 
) impotent. Ifthe Parents, Friends, and Guardians co-operate 
with Masters of Schools and Colleges, what can children and 
young men wltimately effect, when it is considered, by what laws 
and hopes their future intérest, and advaneemeit in life are 


bound-in, cabined, and confined? The majority of such petty 
Revolutionists and embryo Democrats are always restrained 1: 
@ short time, and their successors never feel the absence of what 
they never expected. Let every master of a ‘Cdilege, ‘and of 2 
publick School boldly, and vigorously, and instantly adopt the 
words and spirit of Cicero to his friend Atticus. ‘‘* Iz qua Ego 
wactus, ut mihi videbar, LOCUM RESECAND LIBIDINIS ET 
COERCEND# JUVENTUTIS, vehemens ful, et omnes profudi 
vires animi atque ingenii mei, non odio adductus alicujus, sed 
she veipublice corrigende et sanande civitatis; A¥FUICTA EST 
R 


Respuprica!”—Cic. Ep. ad Attic. Lia. EB.18. T hope thi 


’ tlhi 


note willbe regarded wirk the attention it calls for from the pub. 
lick.—At all events, now and ever; “ Salve, magna Parens 
doctrine, Eronra tELtus, Magna Viram!” (Noy. 1797.) 


ey 


(7) The Rev. Humphry Sumner. D. D. lately elected (Nov. 
4797) Provost of King’s College in the University of Cambridge. 


So it is: Mussat tacito Docrrina tinoree ~I1 can have no per- 


eee res r 


sonal objection to a very worthy and a very, good natured man, 
but publick considerations make me reflect deeply on, such a 


subject. 7 lament the loss of a Provost venerable in advanced 


age, dignified in his deportment, and of classicalierudition deep, 


useful, and extensive. In the extremest boundary of human life 
without the throbs of agony, or the cold. gradations of disso- 
lution and .decay, supported and. sustained by female filial 


piety, (that blessed dowuden duty!) he came as a shock of corn to 


the 
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An ancient guinea with a modern (f#) pound; 200 
Sooner 


the ground in his season. Such was Witz1am Cooke, D. D. 
Provost of King’s College. 

But when | think on all the e/igiéJe doctors and learned men, 
worthy of succeeding to the office, who belong to ozr paramount 
and royal College, I must-own the choice surprises me at sucha 
time as this., I comfort myself that I have novote. Atthe very 
moment when defence is more than ever called for, it seems as 
we hadrecourse to the system of iaeffczency for publick support. | 
know. not into what form our University may atjast be changed. 
It may be turned, for ought I can tell, into an Academia degli 
Arcadi e degli Buffi caricati. It may be suffered by the violation 
of every principle of Academick dignity, and by an unworthy 
familiarity of learned gowns-men with mechanicks and shop- 
folks. Jt may become an appendage to the Corporation of the 
Town of Cambridge. Are we not elbowed on the floor of our 
own Senate House by an impudent, unqualified intrusion. of 
Borough - mongering Mercers, and rustling Men-milliners? 
Oxford might teach us better lessons. She knows her dignity, 
and preserves it,. I have nothing left but to deplore the change 
among ourselves. Would to heaven, I could avert it. ‘ Uni 
quippe vacat, studtisque odiisque carenti, Newronr lugere 


genus |” 


Let the University of Cambridge however be converted into” 


any thing, but’ a seminary for French principles and tutorial 
democracy. Let us consider a little to whom we give our con- 
fidence. Should the revenues of any College be entrusted to the 
administration of the partisans of democracy? Should the insigne 
of a Chancellor’s authority be borne by a satellite of a French 
Directory? Ithink not. The robe of Cesar was folded grace- 
fully, whem he fell in the Senate. Let-us at least remember that: 
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Sooner o#e Prelate hate th’ unequal elas 


And 


J confess it boldly: my principles are strong unto salvation ; : 
and 1f T.had authority, J would thoroughly purge the floor. It 
may be done sow ; but how long the power may be continued 
to us, I fear to conjecture. The Monasteries were dissolved, 

when, they,became useless. His Gr ace of Grafton, our Chan- 
cellor, has indeed given Hinis, but they are for Dissenters and 
Socinians; the orthodoxy of the High Steward, Mr. Pitt, might 
yet support the establishment. Some Colleges have watched 


over the principles of the men proposed for the tutors; but all] 


have not so watched, Must I say, as the Poet did of Achilles? 


Stupet Aére primo; 
Quzloca?; qui fluctus?-ubi Pelion? enmnia WEKIA, 
Aut ignota vides. DUBITAT QUE AGNOSCERE: MATREM |} 


F-would not suffer the Muse’ of Satire to deseend among 
Schools and Colleges, but’upon the most mature’and the ‘most 
weighty deliberation. Perhaps this is the ‘last publick remon- 
strance which willeverbe made. I wouldnt scatter my words 
lightly im every ear, but I would graft them’ where they might 
grow and bear. At this hour the State ‘is shaking’ throweh all 
her ‘departments. Nothing “is' indifferent, “which can supply 
aliment for health,-or remedies for a‘mortal disterfiperature: The 


‘gtand and chief supporters of our Country’ in thé ‘Parliament, 


the Law, and the Church suse proceed from the>Uniwérsities, 
Upon'them, primarily and ultimately, as to: our’ governors and 


‘legislators, Domus inclinatarecumbit. Nothing shouldbe saffefed 


to diminish or to sully the character of our Athens;‘and pollute 
the fountains of Ilyssus. In these retirements, evéry scietice, and 
every art, and-every accomplishmént which is good arid essentia} 
to man in ho eats Roriat im: be Bane with effeét;and a 
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And round (q) his table let the Claret, pass 
O’er 

solemn account rendered to the kingdom. In them the Youth 
of this Kingdom’ may best learn the foundation ofall knowledge; 
the principles’ of evidence in sacred and human affairs; the 
nature of legitimate argument ; the eternal power of truth Op- 
posed to the subtleties of sophistry ; 3, the proofs of revelation, and 
the best introduction to it, the higher philosophy of Greece and 
Rome; the sources of history ; the finished models of classical 
‘literature, and those alone; the principles and laws‘ of ancient 
“composition 5 the abhorrence of conceit and forced thought; 
“nd the ‘life-springs of taste and of good conduct. Whatever 
can brite forth, strengthen, amplify, cultivate, enlia yhren, purify, 
and direét the powers of thehuman mind, within those limits 
which aresprescribed by it’s great ‘Creator, and not beyond 
them 3‘ allr these; and if ‘there ‘be’ any other’ praise, or any 
. other virtue, which. preserves.and continues, to.man'the,blessings 
of lawful government, and of subjection to, Gop, the Awhor 
_of-all Order, it. should be;,there, prosecuted, recommended, 
, taught,-and.enforced, 
,.. 1.call, upon ,the.servants of the Crown, upon the solema 
Councilof..the Nation,. upon every one who bears legal rule 
and legislative; authority in the.kingdom, to, hear me, and 
to answers,mes ‘Has the State,.nothing, to, do,\ with the 
-Governors and Tutors of such hallowed and important retreats 
_of arts, and,eloquence,.and wisdom, and religion *, By their 
swery nature they are consecrated, to, a high and holy: ministry, 
towa. strict fealty, and bounden cservice to, their, country. 
Their dignity and necessity can-be laid pro.trate by ,themselves alone. 
If they. are true to their awn, cause, if they wil, rouse, them- 
-. gehves,into a,vindication, of the! great, original, master, prin- 
_ ciples: on .which,, they. were . founded, they; may, continue 
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O’er jis true church the subtle St. Pol (r) sleep ; 
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se 


always should be, a L'svos exAcxroy, a Aaos es FELTONT IV, A 
Bzcidsiov Teparevyx. The best and the strongest literary bul- 
wark and fortress against deception, error, sophistry, anarchy, 
and the wildness of political and religious confusion. Jam not 
speaking oft of season, or witho 


ut necessity; T am speaking 
. z ° a} XXTL ¢t 
an soberness’and in truth. While the w ords are passing from 


me, JAM THERA JUXTA, ET TENEBROSA VORAGO.F 


1 will extend an observation or two on the method of Academi- 
cal study. Town I never had a ver y great fear or apprehension, 
that the severe and mose indispensable studies of Mathematicks 
and Natural Philosophy should 


into the inmost recess 
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be generally carried too far. 
es of any study few are permitted to 
peer: In Academical education, the great. aim and end should 
be, to recommend the study of original works principally, I 


ma 


think almost exclusive] y. Ifthese are not attended to at the 


4 


University, they are seldom, if ever read, (1 am-sure with little 
effect) at any other period of life. 


I am rigid in this opinion. 
I have seen it’s good effects in men of e 


eminence who adhered 
to it. “ Say, wouldst thou hear it from our mouths, or from 
our Masters?” were the words of the weird Sisters; ‘* Calf 
them, let me see them;”’ was the reply of Macbeth, In this 
| spirit would I consider the books proposed for the. subjects 
| of publick lectures. By way of instance, Locke, 
Puffendorff, Cumberland, and Woollaston, shoul 
to the. writers who have 


Rm enna eae i 


Grotius, 


d.be, preferred 
arisen since their days, I would 


€v’s moral and 


i 


oR Se art . 1}, 
obreét to Dr. I 


pad) 


political Philosophy, as a Lecture 


ely upon this principle; ‘for it is a book of great 


merit, 
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O;- bounds with Hereticks Tohn Milner(s) keep; 216 
2 J ees 


Or 


merit, and of general utility. New morality, new metaphysicks, 
and new politicks, are introduced zzawares, from the contagion 


of the time. 


I would call the rising Youth of this Country, to the intense, 
and fervent, and unremitting study of the ancient classical 
writers, (whom I need not name) as their primary choice. I 
call upon them to have the courage to be ignorant of many 
subjeéts, and of many authors, at their inestimable age. I 
exhort therii affectionately, as a matter of the most serious 
jmportatice, never to pretend to study, in their first academical 
years, what they design as the ultimate end of their labours, 
I mean, their profession. Their whole business is to lay 
the foundation of knowledge original, sound, and strong. Iu 
particular, the study of the Law, as such, should never be 
entered ‘upon, évén in limine, before the first degree in arts 
is obtained. The first volume indeed of Blackstone’s Com- 
mentariés may be read, in the same manner as Robertson's 
Introduétion to his History of Charles the Fifth. They are 
both chef-d’ccuvres in their kind, and form a part of general 
knowledge. The specifick study of the Law in the University, 
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at that early age, confines and cripples the faculties. Such a 
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Student niay arrive at mere knowledge, as a special pleader ; 
but he will never be illustrious, or ornamental to his profession. 
I wish to observe with particular emphasis, that, when a man 


has once entered upon any profession whatsoever, his education 


has in fact ceased. They who, by a patient continuance, and 


undiverted attention to academical studies alone, have sought for 


vee gue 


the original materials of science and of solid fame, have seldom 
failed in their great pursuits 
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[ 316 J 
Or Wilberforce range lawless through the town: 
| Or Mingay be the glory of his gown; 


Or 


T am zealous for the honour and the utility of soTH OUR Unt- 
VERsITIES, Lamearnest in my words and thoughts. Iseeand hear 
them too frequently, and most unworthily, traduced in writing, 
and in conVérsation. I see the institution ridiculed and sneered 
at by the thoughtless, by the ignorant, and by the designing, 
But it 1s a common cause. They should always be termed, in 
literary dignity and with a prophetick spirit, the ‘ Atneadas 
*“magnos et nobile Pallanteum!’? I am for no balance of merit 
between them. I wish to see no sparkles from their collision : 


but I would have them grow brighter and more illustrious from 
mutual reflection. 


But if they are doomed. to. fall, and the mortal . hour...of 
democracy, confusion, and tyranny is approaching, THis BooKy 
till it is prohibited by a. DireGory, will shew. that they. had 

a friend, Fold enough to centend to. the last for their original. and 

inherent dignity. A friend who believed, or rather who knew, 

them to be capable, in their high functions, to. Maintainsand 

adorn the principles of happiness, and safety, and learning, and 

comfost, and hope, and good. conscience $) against foppery, and 

() false science, and the degradation of the intellect, arid frippery, 
ae and pompous nonsense, and the insolence \of sciolists,''and the 
neglect of good writing, and of good manners. AA friend who, 
with no false enthusiasm, would secure the permanency of 


mn amend 


- Sager 
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THESE ILLUSTRIOUS INSTITUTIONS, with every monument of 
ancient arts, and eloquence, and science, consecrated by .the 
ministry of religion to the stability of the State. (Nov...4797-) 


(m) The Rev. W. Lengford, D. D. Canonof Windsor, 
and Lower Master of Eton School. An instructor of much industry 
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Or Erskine cease: from impotent grimace, 


And 


and. ability, and not without liveliness, It. is particular, that 
his Majesty never leaves Windsor for Cheltenham,;Weymouth, 
or any other place, but all the publick papers instantly. inform 
us of Dr. Langford’s loyal attention. , “ The King arrived 
at Weymouth on such or such a days the next,.week Dr. 
Langford set off from Eton, and preached before his Majesty 
the following Sunday.” It is hardly fair to his reverend 
rural Brethren. His Majesty should not be accustomed only 
to one kind of excellence. The Doétor, on, these occasions, 
suddenly disappears, and like the River Alphéus, having glided 
softly under the Sicanian waves, (uncontaminated by the saltness 
of the ocean) rises again sound and fresk in the pulpit at 
Weymouth “This is very kind.“ The Doctor seems unwilling 
to trust the royal theology to the country curates even fora few 
weeks, during his Majesty’s absencé from the heavenly consis- 
tory at Windsor, zow kis only Chaplains, who, it is hoped} attend 
deeply to their theological studies.” ‘This is very considerate ia 
Drv Langford, ard a ‘high mark'of his loyal attachment. 


“‘oMonccher Delpzazyp sure you will agree, 
“¢ Phat for (a Bishox) non so fit as He, 
MS Who givesothe) King such very good avis.” 


See. the. Probationary, Odes,.by Friar, Lawrence; and his 
(ci-devant) conventual, brethren, .. (Nov..1797.) 


(mm) Taihide to a:learned, modest, ingenious, arid laborious 
gentleman, who has edticated many of the frst sons of the first 
nobility and -gentry “of this country; defweeg twenty and thirty 
years, with unremitting fersomal diligence and ability, He is 
4 Dist 
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And his appeals to (¢) Gop,! his prime disgrace ; 


Or 


but just promoted,{ to the satisfaction of all who know him, 
and to the shame of those who have so long neglected him, 


Quis gremio Enceladi doctique Pat amMonrs affert, 


QUANTUM GRAMMATICUS MERUIT LABOR? 


As my notes have attracted the sttention of men ofhigh rank 
and consequence, (and perhaps have reached the ear of kings), L 
cannot help suggesting the impropriety and injustice of delaying 
the reward of those, who deserve so highly of their country, as 
the Masters of our great publick schools, and of some:private 
Instructors, ‘here are many ecclesiastical preferments per- 
fectly compatible with their important office, and which should 
be conferred, ‘* before the spirit of distributing prebends and 
bishopricks shall have departed from the Ministers” (of any 
time,) to use the phrase of Junius.—As'I would:console some of 
my learned friends whose preferment, though it tarry; will not 
be (as 1 hope) long iz abeyance, l-wish they would, im the mean 
time, contemplate the energy of the following classical sentence, 
preferable even to the Latinity of Tullyo himself; Szatus 
** dicitur a stando, quia quando quis habet wan bonam Preeben- 
** dam tum dicimus, ** Js bene stat.” Epist. Obseurorum:virorum. 
Enguire at Westminster, Durham, Winchester, Worcester, 
and Windsor. (March 1798.) 


(o) Richard Warren, M. D. a learned and able Physician 
of the time. ‘+ The well curved palm” is the attitude of a mo- 
dern physician, when he is about to leave his patient, and which 

he 
t Feb. 1798. Need I name Dr. Goopenoucs#? 
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Or Grafton’s virtues; to their latest.day, 
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he as naturally closes upon his fee, as a lobster dves his claw. 
As Lhave have a high respect for the Medicalart, I will gratify 
Dr. Warren, and many other ingenious gentlemen of the pro- 
fession, with an extract from one of the Elogia written by.Sam- 
marthanus; it relates toaphysician, whom henames Marescottus. 
“ Recorderis Marescottum nostrim fria se sacree arti noftra.(Me- 
“ dice scilicet) debere professum, quibis caruisset, sl /rofositum 
"8 g parentibus sacerdotium suscepisset4 scilicet, sanitatem athleti- 
66 cam statis anno 82mo, centum aureorum millia, atque intimam 
“ innumerorum illustrium amicitiam.”» Sammarth. Elog, p. 83 
and 84... .N. B. Though the, Doctor rejected the ‘*.propositum 
sacerdotium,” for himself, yet his Brother, my Lord of Bangor, 
was made into « Bishop by fraternal skill in, the reign of Lord 
North. 


1 ; ; ; the Wh 
Since this note was first. printed, {July 2797,), the. pus- 
lick hayerlamented.the loss of this acute. and, very learned 


physician. Dum loguimur, &C. Ks 
(2) This allusion was evidently made since the 26th of Feb. 
8797, soon after which the Bank issued the Owe. Pound notes, to 


the great disquiet of ide faculty. 


(q). * Siccat inaguales calices Conviva Sacerdos.” tis well 
known dy the Clergy of a powerful northern diocese, that on 
publick days, when the Claret or Burgundy arrives at @ certain 
distance from the top of the table, where my Lord is seated, 
the attracting power suddenly draws the bottles across the 
table. “¢ Ipse eapillato diffusum consule potat.” This” is 


3 


ices ar ID POMS MOOOP ASSES SOOGOOOERE 


9908 x08 


§0d8000s00eSeaGeoosssooqsaasDIAsIERETsOgOSESqCATSARSADIECRCRSGWEIO 


MOF 


599 G@AVOTSSSSSOSOOSIGISHH09GTISOHSSHISTSSSHINSNOCS SIS 


2 
Sets, 


— 


apo 


cuntendimmnineeete nn ee ee 


? 


90006 5055005 000GsemHERs 


HOOOOSSHHODHSSOOOVSUOGODOOOHOCH OSLO 


© 


nn in ee ts ne rr SS 


my) 
Q 
a 
a 
2 
@ 
; 
9 
‘@ 
@ 
ey) 
@ 
a 
PY 
9 
) 
9 : 
a 
oO 
a 
a) 
7) 
g 
98 
i] 
a 
7] 
>] 
9 
@ 
i) 
a 
a 
9 
] 
+ @ 
|@ 
2 
a 
| @ 
9 
; 
@ 
co) 
19 
£2) 
yg 
is) 
12 
: 


- 
. 


iN, 
nS 


908995 1O3— 


[ 320 } 
Expire in. Junius, and revive in Gray; (#2) 


Sooner 


aot an anecdote of other times. Itis true at this hour.” (July, 
1797:) When avarice, pride, and meanness’ aé& upon the 
mind at once, I leave it to the metaphysicians to determine the 
curve in which it moves.—I say no more. 


(r) The Bishop of St. Pol de Leon, to whom the chief care of 
the publick largess of this kingdom to the French Emigrants, 
sacred and profane, is committed. JI refer the reader 
to aif my notes on the Roman Catholick cause, in the Third 
Dialogue of the P. of L.. 


It is indeed true, that tHe Porsepom rs Now ‘FALLEN? 
but the spirit of it, I still maintain, is neither: extinct ‘nor 
asleep. By way of Contrast, I cannot. refrain’ from present- 
ing to the reader the picture of Pope Paun THe Fourtn, 
as drawn by the master hand of Paolo Sarpi. I will not injure 
the sublimity and force of the language by a translation. He 
well knew the court and the policy of Papal Rome, and they 
knew him. ‘ E’ ben cosa certa, que Paoxo, come quello che era 
d’ animo grande, e de’ vasti pensieri, teneva per sicuro di poter 
remediare a tutti i disordini fer Ja sola sua autorita pontificale, né 
riputava di aver bisogna in cid di Princive aleunos solito di non 
parlar mai con gli Ambasciadori, s¢ nox intonandogl:' nelle orecchie 
che EGLI ERA SOPRA TUTTI GLI Princip} ; che-ynon voleva che 
alcuno d’essi. domesticasse seco, che poteva mutar regni, che eta 
Successor di Cur ha deposto Ré et Imperadori:” > Ist. del 
Concil. Trident. Lib. 5. This picture of a Pops, in the pleni- 
tude of pontifick power, should be presented to all Christian 
Gountsies, *' in perfetuam rei memoriam,” that, they may contem- 


plate 
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Sooner the black weird Brother of the Heath {x) 
With 


plate what this spiritual tyranny and usurpation once were, and 
what the principles of the Romish Church sacred and ‘political 
{which never change in essence, subftance, or spirit under any 
calamity) will at all times naturally introduce, whenever, they 
obtain their full operation. ‘* Udi Papa 26: Roma!’ in sxcula 
seculorum! Let Ezgland \ook to this. (1797.) 


(s) To the revival of the Roman Catholick Cause in 
Great Britain, “‘ Pestisero vivens.” I have given indeed more 
time and study to this Roman Catholick subject than. any man 
perhaps, at this time, will think it deserves. I have perused 
many a dull and uninteresting tract, even of’ their own 
squabbles among one another, much to the loss of my own 


quiet. In general I pass them over, and consign’them to 
their own dullness.’ But there is one pamphlet, not for any, 
even the least, excellence of the composition, but for the viru- 
lence ofits spirit, which | call into publick notice, ifthe publick 
will, or can feel’upon the subject.” It is intitled * A Reply 
to.the Report published by the Cisalpine Club on the authen- 
ticity of the Protestation at the British Museum, &c. &c. by 
the Rev. John Milner,” Printed for Coghlan, Duke Street, 
Grosvenor Square; 1795. It is written, as the title page 
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informs me, by one Joun Mitner, a Provincial Priest resi- 
dent (as lam told) at Winchester, not an emigrant, nor in’the 
King’s House (while the Priests lived there en. ss caghtd but 


ah pai pe 


the priest of a private chapel in that city. ~- 


He seems by his writings, (I know no more of him) to be. 


> 


of the most intolerant principles, and de/iderate in the applica. 


tion of them, He exhibits at once the extremes of fierceness, ‘ 
x and 
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With spells appall an ‘zanocent Macbeth ; 218 
Or 


and of impotence: But he represents'the opmions of avery large 
portion of: their body, by ‘whom ‘hes aceredited. \He.is very 
cautious in his pamphlet, as he thinks, but his caution speaks 
plainer language-‘than the frankness of the most open declara- 
tion, “It isapprehendeéd (he'says) that the publication of the 
‘* facts in question wight prove detrimental to the Catholick Interest 
‘¢ (observe the words) ov any FUTURE apflication to the Legislature.” 
p..36. We see this wary priest has not thought proper to 
conceal that they have FURTHER intentions, He tries the ground 
before him, but his steps are uneasy. The indulgence, it 
seems, is not to rest here. . The lenity of our, government natu- 
rally leads to.other. demands, With this clue sn my shand, I 


te 


vave little difficulty to pass through the intricacy of this 
Romish labyrinth. In another part of Mr, Milner’s ‘¢ Repry,’’ 
his indignation rises against some expressions in the declaration 
of the Catholicks. We see the embers under which, the 
fire is not yet extinguished, He is afraid, that we .Protestants 
should think, that the spirit of 4is church has suffered an abate- 
ment. ‘* Thus to my judgment (he,cries out) am J and the whole 
“ Catholick body, without consenting to it, pledged. in the. face of 
“the Legislature to condemn the wars of Charlemagne, and 
‘¢pue CRUSADE againf THE INFAMOUS ALBIGENSES,” p, 28. 
I hope we are all children of mercy, trained, and educated in 
the benevolence and charity which Chrift-has, taught and-en- 
forced, and if we have read the hiflory of that ,infernal and; 
murderous persecution of the devoted Albigenses, (whole ebzef 
crime was their determined opposition and resistance to the 
papal tyranny {) what opinion, or what comment fhall we form 
on this merciless priest, who after the lapse of centuries, feels 


j the 
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Or, by the wayward justice of the land; 


Great 


the samé passions and'the same thirst of blood againft thefe inno- 
cent victims of popish and arbitrary violence. Crémine ab uno 
Disce omnes! 


Injour dread and. natural horror of Atheism and of Anare chy, 

why are we to revive superstition and tyranny? J have nothing 
to do with the emancipation of the Catholicks in Ireland, but 
to my apprehension it is a measure full of danger. It is at 
one stroke to alter the fundamental law and-constitution of the 
country. I write in-Great Britain, and direct my thoughts for 
this kingdom, wishing for Zeace, tranquillity, and anion between 


the two Islands, (July 1797.) 


(t) Nothing can be more offensive, more ihjudicious, and in 
‘some instances more profane, than when @ Barrister appeals to 
God for the truth of every assertion made ina court of law, and in 


many 


t The Albigens?s were a seét of the Waldenses, who had their 
rise in the twelfth century. I know w tee the malice of their 
enemies has suggested againft them. This is not a place to 
discuss history, but I refer the statesman Pit RE a ae 
Vol. 1. p. 221. Ed. Buckley. N. B. For their confession of faith, 
which was presented to King Francis the Firft, by the w retontl 
remnant-of these Albigenfes, . refer the theological and political 
reader to Sandius’s Hist. Eccles. It is an honour to thee 
religion, Sandius’s words beoi ine ** A. 1544 Merindoliani 
* et Caprarienses, existentefque Religuiz Albigensium fequen- 
**tem fidei fuz contessionem obtulerunt Francisco I. Regi 
** Galliz, quam a majoribus quasi per manus dy eke abhine 
** anno polit Chrifti Jncarn ; 1200,” &c. Sand. Hilt. E. p. 4356 
x 9 
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Great Mansfield fall by an Attorney’s hand; (2) 
Or 


many cases when the faéts have been doubtful, and fometimes 
have been afterwards proved to be false. I call this a prime dis- 
grace; and Lhope no Barrister of ability will follow this flippant 
and rash habit of Mr. Erskine, in the Court of King’s Bench, 
which qwe have all fo repeatedly witnessed. Mr, Erskine’s own 
better sense and serious thought (for I believe he has some 
serious thoughts) will restrain him in future. But publick men 
must be told of their faults publickly: 

(it) The fate of the present Duke of Grafton is singular. He 
has been celebrated by the firft prose writer, and the firft poet of 
the age. (1797-) 

(x) Viyyos xehoawns ynguyv exwswewsvos. 
Lycophron, Cassand. v. 7. 

To a scholar I would speak as a scholar. .No more. At some 
future day, he will find himself to be under a mistake, and may 
perhaps acknowledge it. The very ingenious author of the Bath 
Guide once made a fimilar mistake; and, as he is a man of 
virtue, as well as of talents, genius, and learning, he repented of 
it. See, if it be extant, a Poem called, ‘* The Priest Dissected.” 
(March 1798.) : 

(x) See a long law-life in 4to. of the great Earl Mansfield, 
Lord Chief Jufiice of the King’s Bench; by Mr. Holliday, 
in a very peculiar style indeed. For the greater part, it is @ 
bundle of reports, and law pleadings strung together. It is 
aftonishing to me, that Conveyancers and Attorneys, who 
really appear not to know how to conftru& a fingle sentence, 
without provoking a smile at some error in grammar, language, 
or metaphor, will think themselves qualified to deliver: down 
to posterity the lives of great men. Luckily, Mr. Holiday's 
zeal does not offend us in rhyme. The friendship and the 
verse of Pope, as well as the splendour of his own abilities, and 
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Or one mean cause the virtuous (a) Scott maintain, 
Turn law to trade, or deem religion vain ; 

Or (4) Rose with coy submission, modest grace, 
Rise to explain his sinecures and place. 

Sooner Lord William, and old Q. divide. 

From their Elysian Father’s (3) holy side; 

Or the Bank bow to Pitt’s imperial creed ; 

Or Dramatists to publick trust succeed ; 

Sooner to France Thames roll his current strong, 


Than men love verse, high fancy, or the song. 


Taught by the muse, and by her wisdom wise, 
Think not, a Poet’s name I lightly prize: 230 
X 3 But 


the dignity of their high exertions, have secured an eternity of 
reputation to Lorp Cuter Justice MansFizLp, which can 
never fall—even by Mr. Holliday’s attempt. (Nov. 1797.) 

(a) Sir John Scott, Attorney General. 


(4) George Rose, Esq. Secretary to the Treasury, &c. &c, 
&c. &c, &e. &c. &. Ke, 


(46) His Grace the Duke of Queensberry, Lord Willian — 


Gordon, et fa Sainteté Medicinale, Le Pere Elifée. Tria lumina 
Gentis, ** I liketo preserve all the little traits of chara&er of the 
time.’’? See Mr. Sheridan, or Mr. Puff in the Critick, 
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But. in the wane of Empires (mark the hour) 


Vice and the Sword consolidate all pow’r ; 


fused 
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vaws pass their (c) bounds; few statesmen stand 


erect ; 


All in their country’s name, -themse 


Pr 
H 
a 


he publick ‘hopes with publick credit sink— 
At such an‘hour, when men to madness think, 
What isa Poet, what is fiction’s strain ? 

Junrus (2) might probe a Nation’s wounds in vain. 


A 


im 


(c) The violence, fedition, avd daring witkedneds of times 
like these produce the necessity of extending laws and regulations, 


and aéts which are declared temporary, and called for by that 
necessity alone. When the danger is past, the Conftitution is 


a" 


again left to proteét itfelf by it’s ancient laws, if that danger 


i 

can xow, or ever, pafsfrom us. This is what Octavius feems 
to mean, by “laws passing their bounds,” &e. in this and the 
following \inés} and inthis senfe I hope he-will be underitood, 


| (July 1797.) 


EE ETE ES SEI 


(7) O-magna facer et fuperbus umbra! 
Stat. Sylv, L, 9, Carm. 7. 


Junius told the nation, that *¢ a time might arrive, at which 
€* every infertor confideration must yield TO THE SECURITY OF THE 
‘* SOVEREIGN, and to THE GENERAL SAFETY of¢ze Otate.” In- 


troduct, 
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As from a diamond’ globe, with rays condense, 


"TisSarare gives the strongest light to sense,’ 240 


To thought,compression,, vagour to ithe soul; 


Yo language bounds}, tofancy due controul, 
Tottruth the splendour of her awful face, 
To learning dignity, to virtue grace, 
To conscience stings, beneath the cap or crown, 
To vice that terror she. will feels and own. 

But ifin love with fiction still, at Court 
Present in verse some*new Finance Report; 
How. taxes, funds, and debts s hall L sssaRDeers 
O¢ inthe fiftieth, or five-hundredth’ year. 250 
Or tread the maze of facturesque delight, 
From Holwood paint with Pitt the prospect bright; 
Without-one “ line of boundary” to speech; 
The summit of coaceit with Gilpin (¢) reach. 

X 4 a3 In 

troduct. to Lett. 35. , This is not the do@trine of Horne ‘Tooke, 
and the desperate French Fagtions, and seditious societies now in 


England and Ireland. Junius had not so /earned the Constitu- 
tion of Engl and; nor has the Author of the r. Ob L. so learned 


it. (July 1797), 


(e) I am under the necessity of making astrong remonstrance 
against the language of Mr, Ginrin’s writings on Landscape and 


the 
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In Desolation’s dread partitions felt, 


With dip, and bole, grand masses, burst, and belt, 


With shudders tremulous explore your way, 


Through plashy inundations (f) led astray; 


"Till 


the Picturesque. It is such a sartago or jargon of speech as is 
wholly unnecessar;, though we are taught to believe them appro- 
priate terms, They absolutely appear in troops. Dips—Boles—= 
Grand Masses—Belts—tremulous Shudders—Bursts—plashy Inundae 
tions——Partitions of Desolarion=Continents of Precipice—and a hun- 
dred more, till the English language sets all English meaning at 
defiance. These terms are not the parcé detorta of Horace, but 
mere jargon and foolish affectation. Dilettanti and Connoisseurs 
almost blush touse theme A term or word may not be quite obvious 
or easy, and yet it may not be affeéted. But the rage of Concetto 
admits no “line of boundary,” as these gentlemen love to talk. 
To use the words of Shakspeare in one of Ais owz plays, (as it now 
seems, for Dr. Farmer and George Steevens, Esq. take from him 
and give to him just as they please). ‘* They absolutely make a 
battery through our defenceless parts.” Pericles Prince of Tyre, 
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Act. 5, Sc. 1.—Simplicity in language 1s, first .to;/be» sought ; 
strength and dignity will follow. Government, the arts, mo- 
rality, and religion, are all concerned in it’s preservation. Mr. 
Gripin’s works on other subjects have and deserve high 
approbation. Jn all but the picturesque he seems as ready as any 
man to say, ‘* State super vias antiquas.” (1797) 
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Till tir’d and jaded with the coxcomb strains, 
Homeward you steal through Surry’s (g) quiet 

fe | | Janes, nie , ., 269 
Renounce.all Gilpin’s jargon, said or sung, 
And talk of Nature’s works in Nature’s tongue. 
But still keep Method. 


fy Unt ti OR, 


Method P 


OC LAV 1 Us. 


Yes: ’tis plain, 
Connection, order, method you disdain : 


Be regular: from A to B proceed ; 


I hate your zig-zag verse, and wanton heed. 
AUTHOR. 


(zg) *¢ Stealing through the quiet Janes of Surry,” is an easy 
and happy expression (cur non omnia?) of Mr. Gilpin. See 
Observat. on the Lakes of Westmoreland, &c. Vol. 2. p. 208. 
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Say then, a a simple Story shall I tells 


4 ~ Dal * : {| 
£4 MAN OF METHOD is the theme, 


There liv’d a Scholar (4) late, of London fame, 


A Doctor, (7) and Morosoph 10s (k) his name: 270 


From 


(4) When I am very particular in. the, déserjption ‘of a cha» 
r,] abstain from giving the least hint of a real name. 
* Quis rapiet ad se‘quod erit commune Omnium >”-or in Le 
Sage’s inimitable language, “qui se fera connoltre mal 4 propos?” 
i only give this as 4 Character, and say Tio more, 


(7) The word and title of “* Docror” is miserably abused. 
Erasmus long ago in an Epistle from Louvain in I5z0 to the 
celebrated Cardinal Campeggio, observed with some indignation, 
* Unde Doeroris titulogloriantur, isd ur. pocmawT??? ‘Erasmi 


'< /Epist. 
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From all the’pains of study freed long since, 

farfrom a Newton, and not quite a (7) Vince ; 
3 a 4 > 

In metaphysicks bold would spread his sails, 


And with Monboddo:still believ’d. (#) in tails; 


At anatomick lore would sometimes peep, 


And call Earle () useful, Abernethy (0) deep ; 
With 


Epist. Ed, Lond. Fol. 692., E,wish this were written in large 
characters over:the door of the Zeaire at Oxford, andthe Senates 


House at Cambridge, 


() Morosophos, 1. &. Stulté sapiens-—But more presently 
of Dr. Morosoruoss the Man of Method. 


(1) A learned and useful Professor of Natural Experimental 


Philosophy at Cambridge. See his Works. 


(m) Allthe learned’ world know Zow Lord Monboddo belteved, 
and étill’ believes, that'men had once ails depending from the 
gable end of'thcir bodies, supposing them to go upon all fours. 


(x) James Earle, Esq. Senior Surgeon at St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, and Editor of the celebrated Perncivat Port’s Works. 
I have been informed that the notes which Mr. Earle has added 
are valuable; nor would I pass in silence the treatises he has 
given to the world in his own name, the result of extensive 
practice and observation, 
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With Symonds, and with Grafton’s Duke (4) would 
A Dilettante in Divinity; [ vie, 


A special 


(2) A young Surgeon of an accurate and philosophical spirit of 
investigation, from whose genias and labours I am led to think, 
that the medical art and natural science will hereafter receive 
great accessions. (1797.) 


(/) The Duke of Grafton, the Chancellor, and John Sy- 
monds, L.L. D. Professor of Modern History in the University 
of Cambridge, have both attracted the publick attention by their 
various Hints and Odervations on subjects of Scripture. 


As I never may have so convenient an opportunity, I will also 
offer a remark or two, which are new to me, on a passage in St. 
Paul’s Epistles, if another Layman may be heard with indul- 
gence. There is no particular conjeéture as to the peculiar 
meaning or force of the following passage of St. Panl in the 
Second Epistle to Timothy, ‘* The C/oaé which I left’ at Troas 
bring with thee, and the books, but especially rhe parchments.” 
Ep. 2. c. 4. v.13. I would hint, that this Epistle was written 
From Rome when Paul was brought before Nero the second time. 
Eypagn ATO Pons, OTE EX deuTeps MAapPETTN Tlavros rw Kasoaps 
Nepwu: In the 22d Chapter of the Acts, Paul was tenacious of 
the privilege of Roman Citizenship, and it proved of much 
advantage to him before the Centurion. It may be, and it is, a 
matter of mere conjecture, whether he might be required to prove 
himself a Citizen of Rome, when he was to make his defence. 
These parchments (wexCpavar) might contain some documents, 
or be adeed or diploma of some consequence to the matter 
in question. But as to he Cloak, there is something more par- 
ticular. -The Clock in the original, is DeAowns, or Daidovns, 
which 
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A special clerk:for method and for plan, 


Through science by the alphabet he ran. 280 
Prudent, 


which is undoubtedly a corruption for Maivo\ns, and it is so read 
inthe Codex M. S. Bibliothece Czsareze Viennensis. Dasvorns 


was grecised from the Roman word Penula. 


This is no more than was done frequently in other languages 
and in other countries. Particularly when the feat of Empire was 
transferred from Rome to Byzantium, the lawyers of the Imperial 
Courts were obliged to grectse many terms of law; as Dideixou~ 
pucoapiss for fider Commtssarios, Pesrsdiov for repudzum,(as in 
this passage, ‘* Evdoyws nyovn ro Persdiov oredcse* xr.” Jutti- 
nian. Nov.22-) Kuvoevav, for Censere, EEwedirov for Expeditum 
or Expeditio, nomporsoooy for compromissum and other words 
as may be seen in Du Fresne’s and other Lexicons, but in pars 
ticular in a most singular and scarce Glossary by. Meursius.tAnd 
in the Eaft, before the accession of the Houfe of Timour, the dra- 
bian language was prevalent in Hindostan, when the Hindoo 
Rajas had Communication withthe Mahommedan princes ; and 
it is remarkable, that the 4radian language is used technically 
in the Code of Gentoo laws. Ch. 2. S..3. ‘* That is a wo- 
man’s property, during the Ayammi Shaddee.” . These words are 
the drabick terms for the Days of Marriage. The trial of Ma- 
horajah Nundocomar for forgery before the Supreme Court of 
Judicature in Bengal, will furnifh many singular instances. 


+ “ Joannis Meursii Glossarium Graco—Barbarum, in quo 

preter vocabula quinque millia quadringenta. Officia atque 
Dignitates Imperii Constantinop. tam in Palatio, quam in 
Ecclesia aut Militia explicantur et illustrantur.” Lugd. Bat, 
2614. Itis worthy the attention of any scholar. 
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Prudent, as Newton, (9) in domestick care; 


| With 


; But to return to the Da:yodns or Penula. I would observe that 


when the Roman state degenerated into an abfolute mon larchy, 
many Citizens laid aside the Toga and wore the Penula, or the 
hae ‘erna in it’s stead, Augustus highly disapproved of this change 


intheir dress. He was as Suetonius informs us, indignabundus, 


if A ee : sna? i: £1 ie ah * eric ~ 7 : 
and gave ordersto the Atdiles on the subject; ‘* Negotium Addis 
fi 


hibus dedit, ne quem poschac in foro paterentur, nisi positis Jaccr- 
pe togatum cConsistere.’’ Octav. C. 4o. Bat the Pzzula was 


il worn. As the Penula was so specifically a Roman garment 


sit worn only by Romans, St. Paul might wish, as a light con- 
firmation of his point, to fhew what was his cuftomary dress. It 
inay be remarked, that the Panula was a vestment which the 
Romans generally wore upon a journey. Juvenal observes in Sat. 5. 
** Multo stillaret rie ik ninbe,’’ and St. Paul says, that ‘* be dest 
ét behind him at Troas.’ 


This is only written as a mere diterary remark to hint, 


that in the minutest passages of the Scriptures there may be 


ote 


fome meaning; and that nothing can be so contemptible 

a foolish and profane ridicule, on any, passage in the Lees 
writings, founded on ignorance. The present: remarks are 
interded as a matter ofsome little curiosity: and L look upon 


them in no otherview. But I think there is no passage in the 


ee ee rene 


i Hebrew, or Greek Scriptures which will not at laft admit of 
| such am illuftration or explanation, I mean phzlologically or 
critically, as may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. 


Much general information is to be obtained from Harmer’s 


id. satisfactory Observations on the Scriptures, col- 


eS ae 


lected from Voyages and Travels in the East; (four volumes 
from ‘Letters from some Jews to Mr. Voltaire.’ 

real erudition, who merits the esteem of his. fellow. 
creatures 
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With no Scriblerian (gq) scruples:for his: Heir, 
He took, 


A wife for regularity, 


335 | 


not e’en in-thought inclin’d to, rove, 


not love. 


A little 


creatures, constantly keeps his knowledge, his reason, and his 
prudence connected indissolubly, or as it is well expressed by a 


philosopher, Ey cuvapuoya AOUGNUTO KATA AYO LPT TOV. 


(7) The celebrated and learned Bishop Newton, late Bishop 
of Bristol, in his pleasant and ingenious account of his own 
life, (written, by himself,) has recorded the very useful, and 


ceconomical motives for his marriage. 


In the year 1761, Dr. Newton thought seriously of taking a wife 
His reasons were as.follows, and may be serviceable 


RC. 


én second. 
to many. “ O Vecchi, ch’ avete bisoguo di Mogle! and so on, 


&c. &c.Scola de Maritati.—“Dr. Newton found that the study of 


‘* sacred and classick authors ill agree w ith accounts of Butchers 


and Bakers bills, and by daily experience he was convinced 


4 


that it was not good to live ve without a help meet for 


€f 


o£ 


him. had some prospect of a Bishopricks 


And especially when he 


Fresh difficulties and troubles opened to his view, two houses 


and publick 


—a greater number of servants——a better table 


‘s days—and he plainly foresaw, that Le must either fall a prey te 


‘© sepyants, or look out for some clever senstd to be his 


‘6 wife, who was a prudent manager and 
+6 Jay 
+ Plat, Tims. Locr. de. Anima Mundi. Plat. Op... Eant.. cerrans 


Tom, 3. page 95. 
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A little architect in all his schemes, 
Some say, he had a method in his dreams. 
Three sessions in the House he daily toil’d, 


In every plan, in every motion foil’d ; 
Til 


* Jay out bis money to the best advantage: whohad no more taste, 
* and love of pleasure than @ reasonable woman should have; who 
** would be happier in staying with her husband at home, than 
“in perpetually gadding abroad ; who, though she brought no 
* fortune, might save one, and be a fortune in herself.” In short 
the Doctor married on the 5th Sept. 1761, and on the 18th of 
the same month he &issed his Majesty’s hand on his Bishoprick. 
The Doctor was lucky. Oscw/a libavit, dein talia fatur; i.e 
the Bishop adds, ‘“* A lady of quality, a friend of his, said upon 
“‘his marriage, ct was the wisest thing he ever didin bis life: and 
“* thatshe was the most proper wife for him in the world. And 
** indeed says the Bishop, she more than answered his warmest 
“* exishes, &e”? Bp, Newton’s Life, 8vo. Ed. vol. 1. ps 81.— 
Except in two aculeated closing words, his Lordship does not 
take into 4is account of wedded love, ‘* the golden shafts, the 
“ constant lamp, or the purple wings,” which Milton celebrates, 
and Husbands feel. 


“ O Vecchi, che avete bisogno ai moglie &c. &e. &c. &c.”” 


Episcopal Air and Rondeau repeated, by a Chorus of Doétors and 
Chaplains. 


(qq) Seethe Memoirs of Martinus Scriblerus. Chap. 1. Hoaw 
Dr. Cornelius observed all the rules given by the antients to 


those who desire to generate children of wit, which Dr. Moro- 
sophos 
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Till like grave Nicholls in a pet he swore, 

<* Pll move myself; the House’ I move no more ;”° 
Then penn’d to Pitt his monitory strain, (7) 


As Murray, clear, and as fond Randolph, plain. 


Resolv’d on ease, his travels were at home, 
And Lum’sden /s) taught him to converse of Rome: 


The 


sophos magnanimously disregarded. He neither cared for the 
South or the West Wind. 


(r) ‘The three great; yet familiar, Letter-wrzters of the age are; 
John. Nicholls,» Esq. M..P.-for Tregony (1797). Sir James 
Murray (Pulteney) Secretary to'the buke of York in Germany, 
and the Rev. DroRandolph:—sSee *¢A Pair of Epistles. in verse, 
with. notes:'thevfirst tovthe Reve Dr. Randolph, &c.’? 2nd 
edition. .1796..° L.recommend: them#to the general entertain- 
ment, and perhaps instruction, of the puolick. 


(s) That ingenious, accomplished, and very learned gentleman, 
Anprew Lumispen, Esq. F.A.S. Edinb. has since that time 
taught us all, in the most agreeable scholar-like manner, See 
‘«¢ His remarks on the Antiquities of Rome and it’s Environs, 
being a classical and topographical Survey of the Ruins of that 
celebrated City.” 4to.. 1797. It is a pleasing and most*judiciouts 
performance of a Gentleman who appéars to have enjoyed the 
united advantages of foreign travel, studious: leisure,.and polite 


company, (1797-) : 
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Lhe arch Palladian and the Parian stone 


OQ 


He lov’d, the pride of Chambers and of Soane. (#) 


ey | 1 1 . 
But late, by Carter’s (#} Aoly pencil won, 


Vyatt and Gothick /eresy would shun 3 


And oft inthought, by antique pavements laid, 


rm) J 


uide the military spade ; 300 


And 


(4) Two celebrated architects. The pfofessional knowledge | 
of Sir W. Chambers, Knight, (of most Aersick memory) was 
profound and substantial. Mr. Soane has more fancy.and airiness 
of design, and is certainly a man of information and ingenuity. 
But he indulges himself a little too much in extravaganzas and 


q@ T 


whims. See the. Bank. 
° Cae: ‘ ne 

(z) [am obliged for thts information to a Fellow of ‘the S. 

of Antiquaries.——Mr. Carer is 2 draftsman of the very first merit, 

but his evthol ck zeal be 


a 
ce 


raved him, assisted by some Morosophisrs 
of the Society, to attack Tie FIRST GENIUS IN ARCHITEC- 
Ture, inthis kingdom, Mr. Watt. Longa est injuria § luge 


ambages. It is difficult to 


a 


rave that the Society of Antiquarjes 


was instituted, solely to preserve the purity of Gothick Archi- 


ecture, or to listen to the tiresome cabals of busy Baroncts, and 


ut to us, under the auspices of 


¢ ft By bs rp mactias ee oo ~gedpsipragart f 
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Aineas ait, et fastigia suspicit utbis. (Nov. 1797-) 


d 


(<): Samuel Lysons, Esq. F.R.S. and A.S. The most’ ju- 
dicious, best informed, and most learned amateur Antiquary in 
4 


os 
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#nd once, for purer air o’er rural ground, 


With little Daniel (y) went his twelve miles round. 

On 
this Kingdom, in his department. Do Judens manus Vitruvio. 
His work on the remains of the Roman Villa and pavements 
at Woodchester, near Gloucester, (which a friend has just 
shewn me) is such a specimen of ingenuity, unwearied zeal, 
and critical accuracy in delineating and illustrating the: frag- 
ments of antiquity, as rarely has been equalled, certainly never 
surpassed. His Majesty was so pleased with some of Mr. 
Lysons’s attempts (near Dorchester I think,) that a party of 
iwe militia was detached to assist him in digging among the 
ruins. A friend of mine was much entertained with ¢te three 
tents erected on the spot, and a detachment of soldiers storming 
a fort under. ground, under the orders of an Antiquary. 
Hence my allusion to the military spade.—Of the genius, judg- 
ment, knowledge, and perseverance of this Gentleman in the 
department he has undertaken, it is dificult to speak in terms 
of sufficient approbation. (Nov. 1797.) 

(y) The Rev. Daniel Lysons, M. A. the Brother of Samuel 
Lysons, Esq. An ingenious and diligent Antiquary, but of an 
inferior class; I mean as to the respective subjects of their works. 
He is author of The Environs, twelve miles round Londons 
But really, in these hard times, Four large Volumes in 4to. 
wire-wove and hot-pressed, and Six Guineas paid down on 
the table, and the books unbound, (and an appendix threatened) 
are rather too much for parish-registers, births, deaths, and 
inarriages; or even for the delights of Islington, Homerton, 
Hackney, Clapton, Acton, and all the rural retreats of City 
innocence and pure ait, in the neighbourhood of Town. 
The work should have been printed in 8vo. My only objection 
is to the typographick pomp and expence of a book on sucha 
subject. I think most persons will agree with me. (Nov. 1797.) 


xX -2 


OO OOOOOOEeoorwwwHDVOUOOO HS OOC SOS HDHOHODOOOOHE 


: 
<< Plier 0 SGD POD® SO BPQEGSOAIRSI@SSPIP NOS HIOOSOPHOASSHOSHAMUGSOSOSISSROGOERSs. 


SITY 


ISOe@H | 


4 


i 


J1GAUSCCHSSSOSO999000000998050960085865896800998508599T2908FOI5HHIGTHOOGETILIIAISOSSSIOGAIASSOIATIOSSIISIOOVMLISSHEIOIE ‘i 


NY YB 


se 


Pim ML 


=>") 
led - 


TS CS A 


D9 Poke SNe: 


eagles ae 


pe 


sem Sak 


) 
ty FS 
it 


Bid DB ONO BID IO DD ID DOOD DODDLDOOD GD ZDHOLS DOS DS OD © 


“TONG ED © GOBB2 20555 HDi 


— 


ne eee ee eer 


BOSS 00TGO0SS. FOOTHNOHHHOHHHOSINOHD00VHOSEDFOESHOHHHOHHHHDHV9OSHHHSTHSSEOOOSTSOOOOOOMSHESEOODOOHH DS H 0000 00deSewERns 


4 


re 
= 


~~. 
1 


[ 340 J 
On Sundays at Sir Josephs (z} never fail’d, 
So regular, you might have thought him bail’d. 
With Jones a linguist, Sanscrit, Greek, or Manks, 
And could with Watson play some chemick pranks; 
Yet far too wise fo roast a diamond (a) whole, 


And for a treasure find at last a coal. 


Would 


(z) Str Josern Banks, Bart. Knight of the Bath, President 
of the Royal Society, Privy Counsellor, &c. &c. has instituted 
a meeting at his house in Soho Square, every Sunday evening, 
at which the Literati, and men of rank and consequence, and 
men of no consequence at all, find equally a polite and pleasing 
reception from that justly distinguished Gentleman, Sir JoszPH 
Banks is fitted for his station in the learned world, not more 
from his attainments and the liberality of his mind, than by his 
particular and wnremitted attention to the interest and advance- 
ment of natural knowledge, and his generous patronage of the 
Arts. 

FORTUNE MAJORIS HONOS, ERECTUS ET ACER! (1797-) 

(2) The ingenious Mr. Tenant has shewn, in a paper read 
at the Royal Society, that he can reduce a Diamond by evapora- 
tion to Charcoal. | have heard, that Mrs. Hastings, and other great 
possessors of diamonds, have a kind of Tenanto-phobia, and are 
shy of this gentleman. A poor Poet, like myself, who has nel« 
ther diamonds nor any thing precious belonging to him, can 
only remind Mr. Tenant and the Royal Society of the old 


proverb, Carbonem pro Thesauro.” 


+ Claudian. 
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Would sometimes treat, his wines of chosen sort ; 
Will. Pitt, with 4oxest Harry, low’d his (4) port; 310 
The Bengal Squad (c) he fed, though wondrous nice; 
Baring his currie took, and Scott his rice. 

{n Scrip: not Hemings’ (d@) self more vers’d than he, 
The Solomons, or Nathan, or E. P.; 

Loyal 


(2) Lean give no better character of his old Port. We all 
know on such occasions, ** Bacchum in remotis rupibus’’ is the 
song of dosest Harry Dundas, in all the wildness of highland 
Dithyrambick; while Mr. Pitt, on the battlements of Walmer, 
in his‘ownand Virgil’s sober majesty, ‘‘ oOCEANO LIBEMUS, alt.” 

(c) ** Privatis majora focis.”,—I can have nothing to say to 
them. Dr. Morosophos, was bolder than I can venture to be. 
I could write down a pleasant colleG@tion. Several of them are 
Reformers, Mr. Philip Francis, little Michael Angelo, &c. &c. &c. 
but none of them are disposed to extend the question of Reform 
in a more important department, 

D’ou ce Visage enfin, plus pale qu’un Rentier, 

A laspect D’uN ARRET, qui retranche wx quartier 2? + 

Qui vous a pa plonger dans cet humeur chagrine? 

A-t-on far quelque edit REFORME La cuisine? Boileau, Sat. 3. 

(2) Dr. Morosophos now and then dabbled in the funds. 
The Gentlemen of the Stock Exchange, or The College, 
termed in City-wit) are much indebted to that eminent calcula- 
tor of the different payments, Mr. Hemings. Boyd, Benfield, Solo. 
mon Solomon, Nathan Solomon, E.P. Solomon, Thellusson, Old 
Daniel Giles, Mr. Battie, Lord Lansdowne, Dr. Moore, Little 
Count Rupee, and all those who dook an eighth better or worse for 

the 
Mr. Pitt is supposed to have taken his hint of the quadrup/e 


assessmentfrom Boileau, and to have tmfroved upon it, 
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Loyal and open, liberal of cash; 


(Not your damn’d dollars (e}, or Bank-p -paper- trash) 


‘Nor tax, nor Joan he fear’d, at table free, 
And drank the Minister with three times three; (/) 


Tull with a pun old Caleb (z) crown’d the whole 


zt 


the opening, know that I am right, in pronouncing the panegyrick 
of this learned classick on the Stock Exch Lange. 
** Prens moi le bon parti; laisse la tous les livres. 
«* Exerce-toi, mon fils, dans ces hautes sciences 
** Prens, an lieu d’un Platon, ce Guidon des Finances” 
Avis de Boileau, Sat. 8. 

(c) Thisverse was evidently written after the 26thof Feb. 1797, 
after the order of Council was'sent tothe Bank of England, whien 
the whole nation was ciate to pass through the pillars of Hereules ; 
or in plain English; to take dollars for current silver, 

(f) Certainly Dr. Morosophos did this, before Mr. Pirr 
(fame rabida rrra guttura pandens) conceived the idea of the 
trifle assessment, OY, perhaps, three times three.—(Nov. 1797.) 
Sir Robert Hervies, though no great poet, understands this 
subject better than Ido. We read in Ovid, aurea frima sata est 
getas, et vindice nullo, &c. &c.. You may compare'Sir Robert’s 
very sensible Autumnal Sketch of Finances in 1797. The tints 
of Autumn are favourable to painters of sketches. ‘Phe leaves 
** are falling thick around us. They strow the brooks in Val- 
*¢lombrosa, and imbrown the heights of Holwood.”” See 
** An Address to Mr, Pitt on the Triple Assessment.” p. 14. 

(zg) Caleb Whitefoord, Esq.—N. B.. If you do but touch him, 
puns stand as ready as quills upon she fretful porcupine. I wish 
him health and spirits for many a year, in a.green old age; and 
then with the Epinicion of Horace, Vita cedat, uti conviva satur. 
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He talk’d, like Indian (4) Rennell, rather lone ; 


Ane ?¢ 
° 


And would at times regale you with a song 

But seldom that; in musick though a prig, 

The little Doctor swell’d, and look’d so big : 
Nay to Greek (z) notes would trill a Grecian ode, 
Tn diatonick kind and Lydian mode, 

And then with Burney, as his fit ‘grew warmer, 


Convers’d of Stentor, the great (&) throat-performer s 
Or 


(4) Major James Rennell, the great Geographer of India, 
- Sonia, A oe to whose accuracy and extent of know- 
ledge this country is considerably indebted. But this has 
nothing to de with his conversation, 

(i) Dr. Morosophos, the man of method, was rather trouble- 
some to his friends on this subject of Greek Musick. He 
wished to pass for another Meibomius. But there is still 
reason to think that he never saw the three hymns to Calliope, 

Apollo, and Nemesis, printed with the Greek musical notes 
to which they were sung, at the end of the Oxford edition of 
Aratus in 1672, by Dr. Fell, or the more accurate copy of these 
hymns in Mr. Burette’s. Memoire on this subject. Memoires 
de PAcademie des Inscriptions Tom. 5.—Dr. Morosophos 
knew but little of the system of the Lydian Mode in the dia- 
tonick genus, There is also reason to think that he knew as 
little, as Bishop Horsley, of the [LpookapCavomevos, the Trarn 
vurarwy, or the Llapurarn sow, &e. 

(&) “Stentor is celebrated by Homer as the most illustrious 
throat performer of antiquity.” Burney’s Hist, of Musick. 4to. 


vol. I. p. 340. X'4 
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Or with Raimondi’s fire, and warlike art, 
Play’d some French General’s obligato(kk) part. 33@ 


Banks (7) gave him morning lessons how. to dress, 


> 


And Morgan (m) whisper’d courage and: finesse. 


A Poet 
(kE) T allude to Signor Raimondi’s exquisite and interesting 
piece of instrumental musick intended 10 exfress A BATTLE. It 
is called a Barite Sympuony. It consists of eight different 
movements, in which General Raimondi powerfully calls on 
the imagination of the hearer to assist the Composer. The third 
movement amuses and alarms me the most. “It announces THE 
“Councit or War, composed of E1gut Generals repre- 
** sented by E1enr different InstRUMENTS obligati, which at last, 
“fin their accord, in a general cadence, RKPRESS THEIR UNANI- 
** MOUS RESOLUTION OF GIVING BaTTLE!” Bravo, Maestro!!! 
E Guglielmi che ti lo dice. In this manner, Dumoovrier, Custine, 
Pichegru, Miranda, Hoche, Berthier, Angereau, and Buona- 
parte, have each played their od/igao parts in Europe, as assigned 
them, con furza, by the Convention and the musical Directory of 
France. Europe has by no means approved of the guneral 
cadence; but tHE Concert is still proceeding in all the harmony 
of horror, and barbarick symphony. 
Rendono un alto stion\ ch? 4 quel s’accorda 
Con che i vicin cadendo i) Nilo assorda! + 
But with respect to Great Britain, I hope and trust that a Band 
of our own British Musicians ‘will put to silence and drown all 
their od/igato parts, on their citizen rafts and barges, by a general 


cadence, and a well-executed, masterly, choral performance of 


our owN Water Musick, (Feb. 1798.) 


(/) Sir Joseph Banks, Bart. &c. I speak only of * Morning 
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+ Ariosto. O. Furioso. L. 16. 
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A Poet toa-he was, not.very bright, 

Something between a Jernin pai am and (#): Knight ; 
He dealt.in tragick, .epick 
With half, whole plans, and episodes in.stdre, 
Method was all; yet would he seldom write, 
He fear’d the ground-plot wrong, or—outrof sight 
At last raz Doctor gave his friends a work! 339 
(Not verse, like Cowper, or high prose, hke Burke,) 
CHAMRBERS ABRIDG’D! in sooth ’twas all he read, 


From fruitful A to unproductive Zed. 
OC, LAY Fos. 


What then? for ever shall we wildly stray, 


And pluck each hare-bell in the flow'ry way, 
Or 


(m) Maurice Morgan, Esq, an ingenious writer, author of 


the pleasant Extravaganza on the Courage of Sir John Falstaff. 
Mr. Morgan is known to his friends by the name of Siz. Fohn. 
In his politicks, he is of the Lansdown School, (1797+) 


(n) Knight and Jerningham. 
«© Soy: plutét magon, si c’est votre talent, 
Ouvrier estimé dans un art necessaire, 


Qv écrivain du commun,  foete vulgaire. 
Avis de Boileau, A. P.ch. 4, 
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Gr void of judgment, fire, or critick force, 


Stoop to each golden apple in the course? 

J never can with argument dispense ; 

Pope gave the verse, but Warburton (4) the sense, 
£ oS b) 


AUTHOR. 


3 by plan and syllabus (4) confin’d, 
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iposes first the reader’s mind. 359 
To rouse attention is the poet’s art ; 
Knight calls to sleep, and acts a civil-part : 
Save to his view when foul Priapus (q) rose, 
Fle wak’d to lust, in stimulating prose. 
But 


(o} Octavius is right in some degree. The commentary of 
Warburton on Pope’s moral Poems is peculiarly valuable, and 
explains many seeming inconsistencies. Pope thought so him- 
self.— Warburton appears on this, as well as on some other and 
more important occasions, to have been selected for the 
peculiar excellence, that idiosyncrasy, (if I may use the term): of 
his genius, learning, and understanding.  ExAexros yevopeevor 
ate Tk TNS i ads EEZAIPETON IAIQMA,+ 
(¢) Par classes et par titres, 
Dogmatizer en vers, et rimer par chapitres, 
Boileau Sat. 8.116. 

(g) Concerning Mr, Knight’s Treatise on the W orship of 
Priapus, in addition to what I before said (P08 de lal asus 


134. Note. 
+ Clement, Alexand, Stromat. Lib, 6, p- 480, 
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God forsaken dies 3 
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r\ see in Lewis (s) rise. 


While | 


ial] offer the spirited wor ds of Clemens Alexan- 


7346 Note (g) Ish 


drinus, from his Aoyos [iporperrinos eis res BaAnvas, or * Adnto» 
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Savres! utr. —Clem. Alex. Edit. Commelin. 1616, p. 30, &c. 
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.~I now dismiss this odious Treatise on Priapus for ever.—-N. B 


The learned reader will recollect that Clemens Alexandrinus 
lived in the third century under Alexander 
ealla, was a native of Athens, and that the famous Origen 


Severus and Cara- 


studied in his school, 


(r) John a author of ** The Memoirs of a Woman 


66 of Pleasure.”’ 


RY 


(s) M. Lewis, Esq. M. P. author of * The Monk a Ro- 
mance, in 3 Vol.” (Vol. 2. Ch. 6. and 7.) 
vations at length in the preface to this Fourth Dial. of the 


See my Obser- 


P. of L.—The | publication of this novel dy a membir of 
Parliament that 
I know not how the author can repair this breach of publick 
decency, 


is in itself so serious an offence to the fublick, 
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Can 
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decency, but by suppressing it himself. Or he, might omit 


the indecent and blasphemous passages in another edition; there 


is neithe ae nor wit in them, and the work. asa compos 
sition would receive great advanta age. 1 wish hen jay at jeast 


take this advice, J will give Mt, Lewis an extract from the 
ninth Baok of the History of Procopius, called the Historia 
Arcana of the Emperor fae and the infamous Theodora. 
‘The words are these. 
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THY TreT. OLY (LEVY THY ATX UV, SX AT MHZIOL Tos EVTUYNKELVSOS 
is V 


Gdedupos Pawesbas, TeTW on BOE TAPUVOILIAS AT APTOS abLaTOS? 
\ cn 
AKG THY AVALOELAY Hel TS LLETWTS T TpoSEC An[LEVOE » P“LOTH TE HME 


HOEVL TOV ES TWY Trp akeuy THs rapwraras xwpet.’*  Procop, His- 
tor: Arcan. Lib. g. p. 46. Ed. Fol. Lugdun. 1623,—I wish Mr. 
Lewis ‘may read and profit from this passage (July 1797.) 


Novels of this seductive and libidinous tendency excite dis. 


i gust, fear, and horror, in every man and woman who reflect 
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upon those virtues which e/one give support, comfort, and con- 


tinuance, to human Society. The interests of Society and the 
9 P: J 


(ap 
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essential welfare, and even the very existence, of this kingdom, 


authorise any man, though censcious of manifold frailties, to 


speak in the manner I have done. For we cannot long deceive 


ourselves. Poetical men, of loose and ungoverned morals, can 


offer to us or to themselves but feeble consolations from wit and 
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Can Senates hear without a Aimdred rave? 
Oo 


Oh may a Poet’s light’ning blast the page, 
7 Nor 


imagery, when left to solitary reflection and the agony of 
remorse. I never found this subjeét so well represented, and 
so unanswerably enforced to every understanding, capable 
of recalling itself from vicious condué and irregular inclina- 
tions, as in this short sentence: ‘* Whoever WHOLLY give them- 
*¢ selyes up to Lust, will soon find it to be the least fault they are 
guilty of.” 

In this place I cannot help recommending, with peculiar 
earnestness, the attentive perusal of one of the most instructive 
and usefal short pieces of Biography which I ever read, in 
the life of Dr. Johnson, by the learned Sir John Hawkins: from 
p..222 to p. 232. It is particularly important to many young 
men who live in the allurements of a great and high-viced town, 
or among freethinking literati, and the more calm and sober 
Sensualists. Men who live in London, and keep much com- 
pany, will feel the force of the observations. It is the account 
of Mr. John Dyer, amanof genius, politeness, and learning. The 
conclusion of it in the words of Sir John Hawkins is very impres- 
sive. ‘I have been thus particular in the history of this accom- 
“§ plished and hoheful young man, whom I once loved with the 
‘6 affection of a brother, witha view to shew the tendency of idleness,and 
66 to point out at what avenue Vice may gain admittance in minds, 
“ seemingly the most strongly fortified. The assailable part of his 
«mind was laxity of principle: at this entered infidelity, which was 
‘6 followed by such temptations to pleasure as he could see no reason 
& so resist. These led on desires after the means of gratification, 
66 and the pursuit of them was his DesTRUCTION.” 

To conclude. Whatever I have said on the subject of this 


Novel, called tHE Mon k, I shallleave as matter of record, whe- 
I ther 
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Vor with the bolt of Nemesis in vain 


Supply the laws, that wake not to restrairis 


Is ignoratice the plea? since Blackstone drew 


The lucid chart, each labyrinth has a clue, 


tach law an index: sttidents aptly turn 


: Villian Fale, judicious (4) C Be ew 
#0 VV ililams, fae, JUCICIOUS (7) OX, and burn 3 


‘ 


a! 


Net has now her code and priest, 
W 


ile Anarchy prepares the dire Digest. 370 
Methinks 


ther the Novel is altered, or ttot. The tenor of the whole is 

eprehensible. I leave it as a protest against such a work, 
published in such a matiner, by a Gentleman in the high, 
honourable, and responsible station of a Member of Pathament. 
it is hoped and expected that no similar work will ever again 
be given to this country. (Added; Nov: 1797.) 


(7) Samuel Cox Esq. of the Court of Chaticery, the Editor 
(at his leisure hours) of the repotts of Peere Williams. Iam 
hot very coversant with f/rofessional law books, but a learned 


person shewed me Mr. Cox's mode of illustration, and desired 


te to consider it. I really think, that it seems as a model fot alf 


future Editors of Reévorts of former years, This plan is evidently 


f 
the moce of a most judicious unde erstanding and of a wells 


aie bc py RD ha lam 
yead Lawyer, Transeat in exe mplum! (1997.) 
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Methinks as in a theatre I stand, 
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Where Vice and Folly saunter hand in hand, 

With each strange form in motley masquerade; 
Featur’d grimace, and impudence pourtray’d ; 
While Virtue, hov’ring o’er th’ unhallow’d room, 
Seems a dim speck through Sin’s surrounding gloom. 
Asthrough the smoak-soil’d glass (~) we spy from far 


The circling radiance of the Sirian Star, 


Faint wax the beams, if strong the fumy tint, 


Till the Star fades, a mathematick point. 380 
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Sure frorn the womb I was untimely torn, 


Or in some rude inclement season born; 


085000600880060000800008000908000866809020000009908500000000060500080 568 


lie LE MLE 


The State turns harsh on fortune’s grating hinge, 


> Pam Me 


And I untaught to beg, or crouch, or cringe: 


wey 
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For 


(u) “If the eye glass be tincted faintly with the smoke of a 
¢ Jamp or torch to obscure the light of the star, the fainter light 
¢¢ in the circumference of the star ceases to be visible, and the 
é star (if the glass be sufficiently soiled with smoke) appears 
s¢ something more like a mathematick point.” 

| Newton’s Opticks, Prop. 7. Theor, 6. 
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For me the fates no golden texture weave; 
me M0 | 
Though happier far to give than to réceive. 
Yes ; with unvaultine sober wishes blest, 
Ambition flies with envy from my breast 
by RTS tes ba 1 aga} 
For friendship form’d, I feei, in realms Line 


My Saturn temper’d by the beam of Jove. 390 


I cannot, will not, stoop with boys to rise, 
And seize on Pitt, like Canning, («#) by surprise, (x: 
Be led through Treasury vaults in airy dance, 
And flatter’d into insignificance. 
I cannot, will not,.in a college gown, 
Vent my jist nonsense on a patient town, 
Quit the dull Cam, and ponder in the park 
A six-weeks Epick, (y) or a Joan of Arc. 

I leave 


(x) George Canning Esq. M. P. Under. Secretary of State, 
an Etonian of much ingenuity, liveliness, and learning. 

(««) The Novels, Farces, most of the Plays, Romances; 
Ballets; and Pantomimes, of the,day, are all founded on-= 
Surprise. Why not the ministerial Cou/s de Theatre ? 

(y) Robert Southy, author of many ingenious pieces of poe- 
try of great cee if the young gentleman would recollect 
what old Chaucer says of poetry, 


ce “Tis every dele 
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A rock of ice and not of steel. 


¢ 


iy ag3° J 
I leave these eatly transports, and the calm 


¢ balm 


Complacence, and the softly tricklin 400 
Self Consolation’ sheds! more sweet than all 


Bur 


Borne to that course, where thund’ring from afar 
3 o 


ke 


felt in senates, or Impeachment’s Hall; 


The Great Auruncian (z) drove his primal car. 


F’en now, when all I view affli€s my sight, 
All that Horne Tooke (@) can plot, or Godwin (4) 


write 3 
Now 


He gave the publick.a long quarto volume of epick verses, Joan 
or Arc, written, as he says in the preface, in six weeks. Had 


Se 


he meant to write well, he shoald have kept it at least six year 
—I mention this, for I have been much pleased with many of 
the young gentleman’s little copies of verses. I wish also that 


he would review some of his principles. 
(2) Luciltus. 


(2) Mr. Horne Tookg, inthe conclusion of his ** Diversions 
‘of Purley,” makes an apology for applying himself to subjects 
so trivial as grammatical discussions, in the year 1786. He 
uses the words of an Italian poet, which are very remarkable, 
though they never have been much noticed. 

«¢ Perche altrove non have 
Dove voltare il viso, 
Che gli é stato interciso 


Mostrar CON ALTRE IMPRESE altra virtude.” 
Zz 
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Now when Translation to a_pest is grown, 


And 


The hour was however approaching, when Aiscounrenaice was to 
be turned to other thoughts, and h 


1€ was to display order talents 
which had almost Slept’since the tithe of Junius. At the blast 
of he French revolution he awoke from grammaticalslumber's 
and found that other enterprises awaited him. We have traced 
his:proceedings) tit his trial’at the ‘Old Bailey for high tréason, 
Nov. 4. 1794. His plans were UNFOLDED, and.though-he was 
acquitted, and * Execution was not done on Cawdor, ” -yet-it is 


not intpossible that hereafter, (after his decease,) some honest 
chronicler may be found, 


' Who will report (im private): 
That very frankly he confess’d dis treasons, 
Implor’d 47s country’s pardons and. set-forth. 


A deep répentance,” (Macberh.) 


Tillthat hour arrives, I shall wait for the continuation of. hi 


VS 


grammatical researches, which are promised to the world, with 
the celebrated wish of. the Satirist 


Ur vellem his potius augis tota illa dedisset _ 
TEMPORA SHVITIA! 


Horne 
mness and mildness of 


id apprehend’ perhaps Wore. But as I 
think THE wHoLtr Kincpom is fully, and deeply, 


and unalterably /y impress sed with the nature, the malignity, the 
extent, the influence, and the terror of the grand: Revolution- 
ary Pri nciple, and the desperate fury of Reforming societies 
and embodied factions, I trust Great Britain and her: Ministers 


will never suffer the arm of j Justice andiof vigilance to remit, @e 
to relax it’s energies, (Nov. 1797.) ) 


From the abilities and uncommon erudition Py Mr. 

‘Tooke I dread much, and from the ca! 
i his conversation I shou 
i} 
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and solemnly, 
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[ 355 | 
And Holcroft-(c) to French treason adds his own. 
When Gallick Diderot in vain we shun, 

Elis. blasted:pencil,’ Fatalist; (@) and’ Nun’;' 410 
When St. Pol (¢). sounds the sacring bell;.that calls 
His Priests ‘en masse from Charles’s ruin’d walls ; 
When Thelwall, f) forthe ,season; quits:the Strand 


To*orgatiize revolt by sea and land; 


2,2 idieco Wher 


(4) Sce an account of this weak and contemptible writer, 
William Godwin, and his: Politiecl Fustice, in Dialogue III. 
of the P. of L. See also'a future note in this Fourth Dia- 
Jogue. , 


(c) Thomas Holcroft.--An Author,.a translator of plays and no- 
vels, and a would-be direCting Statesman, tried for High Treason 
at the Old Bailey in 1794, and acquitted,. Horne, Tooke cannot 
be much pleased with this compeer. . Scurra degrunnit prior. See 
the fable. (1797.) 


(¢@) ‘The names of his posthumous novels, translated’ for the 
benefit of Great Britain, 


-(e)) The Bishop of St Pol’ de Leon, to whom the care of the 
French» Emigrant’ priests is committed en masse. The reader 
may recollect they were maintained in the old mansion built by 
Charles the, Second) at Winchester.—See the Preface to this 4th 
Dialogue of the P. of L. 
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When Barristers (¢} turn authors; authors (4) prates 


—— 


F ] ral 4 Nw he Lye at gd =p es 
harles Fox allegiance dares to calculate, 
yrous torch relumes the pue 


i) face, and ghastly smile. 418 
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(7) -This indefatigable incendiary and missionary of the 
French Propaganda, Fohn Thelwall, ii as now, his Schools. of Reason 
in country towns, &c. &c. TTcoroows E[A[AALYO[AEVOS. (July 1797.) 

(g) Mr.; Barrister Evskine.—See more of him and his 

amphiet on the French war in a future note. 


(4) Irefer tothe Houfe of Commons, 


(4) In ancient times among the, Romans,...when. the publick 
ministers of funeral obsequies set fre'to the pile, they #irned’ aside 
their faces. 


Triste ministerium !. subjectam more parentum 
Aversi tenuere facem. : (Virg. Aen, 6.) 
Not so the Right: Honourable Cuartes James Fox ! 
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As Mr, Fox loves Greek and reads Greek, (nugari, solitus 
Grace) I will give my opinion of Mr. Fox’s tongue and 
eloquence in that language. I shall ‘then “say of ‘it’; 


eee ane 


tj dy < e 
; HD awocre gue, 6 xospos rng ainias, h omdeo% Grov ro 


Twa, 7 PAcyiCsoa Tov TPOKOV TNS "VEVETEWS, HOLL ProyiCopsevn Ure 


ans Veevwns, anaraoxeroy xaxov, weorn 18 SavarnQops. Hf Mr. Fs 
would attend torus G 


reek. author, he might. learn.the xaan 


avastpogn, and the xpavrns cops.) Even Mr.: Fox may. possi- 


bly read. ahat I say. 

As Mr, Fox is 2 get Jone 1797,) studying Mr. Gibbon’s 
History, he will Pha | many an insructive..Jesson! for his pubs 
lick 
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Css, 4 
Now when; beneath the dread FRATERNAL (i) frown, 
THe HARP revers’d grates discord on the Crown ; 


Li When 


fick conduct. .Mr. Fox, I know, cannot always construe Mr. 
G’s English, and often consults his friends on the meaning 
ef many passages and sentences ; but without much fuccess. 
His friends can confirm what I say, if they think proper.t 
Talways feel’ an interest in Mr. Fox’s studies, whether he 
js reading Gibbon, or culling simples on St. Ann’s Hill 
with Aspasia, or poring on the Odyssey, in lamentation 
over his departed friends in the H. of C.in the old Bard’s lan- 
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guage, 
Pefynuevas wate oxy xo Norra Eraspens 
ADA #0 ws Exrapss eppucero, 4ejevos. me A 
pes -epp b ARPS pe 
But his E-ro‘ooor friends are said to have left him only on oe 
account ; his good humour and ability having never forsaken 
him. Phe account is this; deep, short, and fall: 
e Eres T pons tspov aroAseOpov evrepas. ts 
On this subject I would’ 2ow, § add a remark or two. I 
would remind. Mr. Fox,.onthe subject of Radical Reform, or any 
similar subject, that. the Historian De Bello Citilijhas recorded 


this expression of Catus Gracchus; “ A8pows THN BOYAHN 
(Senatum) 


SNS eee 


ee es 
EME ins 


+ Perhaps Mr, Fox may wnderstand and construe the following 
sentence from the J/zminous Historian. ‘* An aspiring candi- 
“date may be tempted to build*his greatness on the publick confu- 
“* sion, but itis the interest as well as rhe duty of THE SAV ERE LEN 
‘6-49 maintain the authority of the laws.’ Gibbon, Vol. 7. ps 806 
Ed. 8vo. 
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f Od. L. rev, 2. § March, 1798. 
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When Transatlantick Emigrants can roam 
But 
(Senatum) xafnpnxes. The Historian proceeds to say, that when 
THE MEASURES of Caius Gracchus had bven tried, and had taken 
effect, his words were found to be true. Ts Sepys apoiovros,. EX 
TIEIPAN, WELCovws ET ExDaviivect TO ST0s..Te Dpaxxe— Lexy. 
ae repiv ANESTPAD@OAI TO KPATOS, THE HOAI- 
TEIAS! fF Are the, words plaiato this learned modern, Gre- 
cian ?. Does Mr. Fox. understand? Let me also add; thatvin after” 
times . rhe Tribune Vatinius, conferred-on Cesar the government’ 
of Ciselpine Gaul; -and, whatissingolarenough, in the very same 
days Gabinius, a Consul of protligate character, assured the people, 
6: Errare Ciwes,.si tum Senatum aliquid in Republica posse arbi- 
trabantur.”’ Cicero. Orat. proSext, 12—See the great Chapter De 
Mutatis Mutandis, by tHe New Trigmviratein England. (a) 
Mirantur,taciti, et: DUBIO) PRO FULMINE pendentli(h) 
he further, l extend, my, researches,, politicalnorohistorical; 
the less. do 1 find. any,,thing, which, in governmentssand states,‘ 
and /in the revolutions.of,,Goveraments, Js) absolutely: sew in 
kind, but, in degree, new beyond comparison. But as. to the 
objects of fear, caution, and apprehension, [.seeothem : more 
| and 


(2) Appian, De Bello Civili, Lib 1. p.-363.Edit. H. Steph. 1592. 

(4) Sir R. Walpole spoke: with spirit on the Seceders from 
Parliament in 1742. Mr. Coxe “in “his important’ and very 
valuable Memoirs. (and. original diplomatick correspondence) 
of that Minister, observes that, <* The consequence of 
this: measure was to the Seceders disappointment and speedy re- 
pentance, to the Ministers” satisfaction and *triumph. ' They 
even flattered themselves. with the hopes of beiug: catled back.to 
their posts, They soon experienced the ill policy of, their can~ 
duct. ~The nation was not inflamed by their conduct.’ See and read 
the Memoirs, of Sir R. Walpole: Vol: 1.4to-page6o6.—Mr, Fox, 
who, as well ;asevery other statesman, will certainly:peruse this 
curious and instructive work, should remember,.a..saving of 
Lord Bolingbroke, the enemy and opposer of Walpcle; ‘History 
is philosophy teaching dy examples.” (March 1798.) 

73 i} Stat. Thebaid) L.oro. 
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But to return, and praise our (k). English home. 


as | | Now, 


and more; the évents of which will be xew and terrible indeed 
to Great Britain; tf we do not find mercy. in this day of. wrath, 
horror, and “convulsion. Yet at the same time, I think T° see 
our means:of Defence increaséd,-and the spirit, generosity, and? 


resolution of Our Great Nation raised and’ animatéd to act, 


ASYONE Man. >I fever there was id time, when thé Ministers of 2 
Country might feelay assurance within themselves that-t HE GENE* 


RAL -PRInCEPLES,~on “which they have'acted, have been just: 


and justifiable, and -that. they mightthrow. themselves ‘on ‘the 


judgment.of ‘their: Country ;°in «my opinion, it’is the present ” 


hour, .‘Ehei state: of ‘Europe has -provep the intentions of 
France from:the ‘first’ moment of her Revolution; and every 


historical document’ daily ‘confirms the proof?’ "Though I pro- 
fessno personal ‘predilection for MriPitr, ‘yet Tjoin’in the’ 


common. gratitude: for his firmness,’ unbending “and inflexible 


perseverancé'in géneral principles, which,’ unde.’ Providence, 


may yet prove our salvation, “Upon ‘very’ serious ‘and’ mature 
reflection, I feel a rooted and unconquerable veneration for this 
great and-transcendant character,. 
Ut TE, FORTIsstur Teucrim, 
Accifia agnoscogue libens ! ut werba Parentis, 
Et vocemANCHIS MAG NI mententque recor dor ! 


(#1) I allude to rHe unron or French Brotherhood in Ireland 
with their Bookof Death.—See the Reports of the Irish Parliamen- 
tary Committee; andthe metiorable speech of the Rt. Hon. 


John Earl of Clare, Lord High Chancellor of ireland, in the H, 


of Lords on the rgth Feb. 1798, on the motion of the Earl/of 
Moira. .2{ Reprinted; Wright, Piceadilly.) ° The verbal variations 
of the editions of it are of little consequence. The whole of it 
should be read, ‘as spoken by. that eloquent, learned, well-in- 
formed, patriotick, andaundauhted Statesman, (March 1708.) 
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Now, when the French defend us (/) in disgrace, 
French swords, French ite French priests, and 
French grimace; 
When England: changes arms—-At such a view 
Must I find method, verse, and patience too? 


My verse;. the thunder 6f a Patriat’s ‘voice, 


Criesloud to aun, who: Encuanp make theirchoice, 

«< ‘Throw wide that portal; let no Roman wait, .429 

** But march with Priestly through the dextral gate.(m) 
| OCTAVIUS: 


(4) See Mr. Cooper .of -Manchester’s Account on his: return 
from America, and the Letters of some wandering Journeyman 
Weaver or Carpenter, I forget which, &c. &¢. _* Impudens liqui 
‘* patrios. Penates,, &c.”’ 


(?) Lallude to the French Emigrant Regiments,, enrolled in 
the (Britismarmy.’’ Surely’ this is a’ measure of government 
unwise, and unaccountable.on any sound principles; a projectiof 
desperation, one would’ think, 9 Ts ‘this atime for Englishmen 
to say, 

Mutemus clypeos, Danaimgqué insignia non ts 
Aptemus,)...' (July1797.) 

Am), © Vhrough, the .dextral -gate!?’—My, ‘allusion ‘ase this. 
Tn ancient times, the, most frequented» raadsitathe cityofRome 
had double gates... They. who.came. into the\city, passed ithiough 
the leftrhand gate.;.and they.qvho went OUT oF THE CITY took 
the right band gates: See Nardini, Roma:vAnticd;: Livro. eg. 
Pliny,, in, his; Natural. History, :iin) the Chapter:de’ Roma, 
Lib, 3. c. 5, speaking of the gates of the city, says, ‘* that 
3 


twelve 


OC TAVIUS. 


Talk thus, e’en Horsley shall applaud: proceed. 


AU THOR. 


The tears that Britain sheds, her wounds«t 


Call fora fost’ring hand, the balm of Prace ; 
Not 


6. zanelue Of the thirty-seven gates ‘should only be numbered once s 
6: Semel -numerari).’? The expression. is‘odd, but it alludes to 
such of those gates as were double in this sense.) This was not 
unknown in other Italian cities). The Porta de’ Borsari at Ve- 
rona (in the opinion of the Marquese Scipio Maffei, Verona 
THlustrata, Part 3,) was in reality a twin or double gate, 
though it has been mistaken by some antiquaries for an arch of 
triumph. ; . 

Ia times like the present; YT owould never shut those double 
gates-in cany cityss when «the turbulent, discontented, and 
factious wish oto“ retire into foreign parts. We all’ remember, 
that Sir “Arthur Hazelrig,: John Hampden, and Oliver Crom- 
well, Being ready to sail for America, were STOPPED «by order 
of Council 2% Hume’s words are*very strong and remarkable 
ins thisiilecturing age. ‘They (i. e. Hampden, Hazelrig, 
‘© and Cromwell), had resolved: for ever to abandon their narive 
«© country, and ‘fly..to the other extremity of tne globe, where 
*¢ they might enjoy ddiuresand discourses of anyjength or form that 
* pleased them.’’) Mr. Hume adds, very significantly, ¢* The 
‘King had afterwards full leisure to repent this exercise of his 


‘« authority.” Hume's Hist, Vol. 6. p. 311, Ed. 8vo, 1772. 
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Not stypticks, which the ‘sanguine tide increase; 


/ Such as State-quacks, or Barristers expose 


For fame and sale, and sleeping might disclose. 


In state affairs all Barristers are dull, 


And Erskine nods, the opium (z) in his skull. 


Saw’st 


(2) Exskine.—Mr. Barrister Erskine is famous fortaking opi- 
um in.great, quantities, (1-have often heard him speak in praise’ 
of it) and if he proceeds in this manner, it is apprehended that 
his Zolitical faculties will die of too large a dose, of which thete 
are many symptoms already. But a// my observations-are confined: 
to his.political conduct, and career. They are, not extended tothiss 
professional character, which, is. great, or to-his:private. Jife,: 
which no, man is inclined to.respect more than. myself.. ‘But his 
political doctrines are. plunging and dacgerous. - Mr. Erskine 
has informed the publick, that ue, has not the talents of a: states 
man, which, in.common with the kingdom at large, I readily 
admit as part of my political creed ; though it, is.so very plain, .: 
as hardly to be an article of, faith. ad 

In his late flimsy and puerile ‘* View of ,.the,.Gauses 
and Consequences of, the present, French Wear,’ vhe comes | 
forth to the publick parg ToPiaTinws. nae woScepeus, tO tise’é 
an. expression, from Themistius;, but I> cannot (stile “him 
in the words of that orator, \, before’ the Emperor! sGone 
stantius, as Arugs oipas Quce werexov, Zwov wpavioy, exeiOey 


& - tie z ; 
Oobey Tors THdE EIS EMyACAEIAV. (a2) I postitivelywill not translate this 
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Greek 


(a) Themist, Orate p. 3. Ed. fol. Harduini, 1684, 
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{; 363: J 
Saw’st thdéu, (or did my troubled fancy dream ? ) 


Eligh o’er yon cliff, in majesty supreme, 440 


Greek, either forthe Barrister himself, or the country members, 
or theelectors of the town of Portsmouth; but Tshall leave it 
to be rendered taithfully by the Rev. Dr. Parr, or Mr. Erskine’s 
Janguage master, Indced-in this age we require nothing biit 
what we call, eloquence ; though the term is miserably abused. 
But such as-#riis, eloquence in the political world-is “like charity 
in-the Christian character ; without it a man'is' counted dead, 


In ‘ancient times howéver, in one particular there was 2 
great and essential difference from the present. Perhaps it may 
not be without use'to hint, and to remind some persons, thatin 
Greece and’ Athens, “ apud Greciam, (in the opinion and 
“triumphant language of Cicero, §) que semper ELOQUENTIZ 
S6-pRINCEPS VESSE” VOLUIT, atque illas omnium doctrinarum 
¢inventrices Athenas, in quibus sUMMA DICENDI Vis et inventa 
étiect'et’ PERFFCTA 3’ in Greece and Athens, I say, Orators 
and Barristers’ were never permitted to make any efilogus or 
peroration whatsoever in the courts of law, or in the senate, 
‘< Epilogos* 1LLi mos civitatis abstulerat,” says Quintilian ; 
(leoro. cpr.) and from wHem'? From Demostruenrs. On 
which passage ‘the learned Turnebus observes, ** Non licebat 
ATHENLs affectum movere, ac ne Kpilogo quidem uti ;”’ and yet 
DemostHenes appeared under this restriction, What does Mr. 

Erskine 


§ De Orat. L. 1. 
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‘Vengeance his attribute, (and, ashe trod, 
The conscious waves roll’d back !) the passing Gop, 
That 


think? Has he ever read the Pleadings ror the Crowm, or against 


Midias, or TlepsTlapampecSaus ? § 


Mr. Erskine always.appears to me, below. his. natural siZe@, 
when he speaks in. the.House of \Commons.:-I have too often 
disliked his manner,, and his matter, (In Westminster. Hall 
he. is, without an,equal. .He) has,\no .rival,in, the, elaquence 
adapted, toithe Bar and.a Jury. ., But asvhe.confesses himself no 
Statesman, he-should: have: spoken; with) more: modesty, and 
deference on political subjects. to those, who are. confessedly 
great statesmen. in, the, esteem. of the,country.:, Lwill, leave in 
Mr, Erskine’s ear, the..words. which Demosthenes. thundered 
against dadrotion, . It cannet however.be supposed fora moment, 
that | can mean.to compare a gentleman of geujus:and distince 
tion like Mr, Erskine, with such a,being as Androtion, 1 only 
give the words, and Dr. Parr,may translate them. if he pleases. 
ss n) 
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§: Mr. Erskine, if he-ever read this last oration; may, perhaps 
recollect the allusion to. the Waser-Clock, by which the length 
of publick speeches was regulated. Oud EY KEL [ETA TAVG? vdasp 
socig cuoe The use of this Clepsydra is proved from ‘various 
authorities by the learned Sigonius, concerning thé customs of 
the Athenians. I.am told it is in con tempiation to‘have Clep- 
sydre or Water-Clocks in either House of Parliament, and in 
all the Courts of Law at Westminster. What an A Mg inven- 
tion for the Publick! Such a custom might be safely adopted 
even froma syrannical de MOCraCy. We should never forget, such 
was the Coastitution of Arthense 
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That shook old Ocean’s empire ? from beneath 
Strange threat’ning notes in hollow mtirmurs breathe, 


Hoarse 
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Th conclusion, I recommend to all persons who have an itc! 
for writing or speaking, in publick or private, from Mr. ane 
rister Erskine down to Mr. Dent and his ‘dogs, to study with 
care the following passage from Lord Shaftesbury, in’ his 
Advice to an Author. ‘The words are these: ** Where th 
sé harm would be of spending some discourse, and bestowing 
‘¢-a little breath and clear voice purely upon ourselves, I can- 
é not see. We might peradventure be less noisy and more profi- 
«table in company, if at convenient times we.discharged some 
‘< of our articulate sound, and spoke to ourselves viva voce, when 
‘plone.’ Advice to an Author, Sect. 1. ‘This anticipating 
remedy of Soliloquy the noble adviser prescribes against the 
disease, called “© Tue Leprosy or Exroquence,”’ which is 
now a British Epidemick. Mr. Erskine, as. I have been informed 
has been under a regimen for a long time to no effect, and 
a Committee’ of Physicians and Surgeons (appointed. by the 
House) who have examined Mr. Erskine’s case, and the state 
of his blood, have reported it as their opinion, that this Le- 
prosy of Eloquence, with which he is infected; is like the 


Leprosy 


‘4° Demosth. Orat. Kara Awporiwvos, Gr. Ed. Benenati, 
1570. page 398. 
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Hfoarse through the déeafen’d shrouds! But hush’d 
the blast, 


be 
= 


| Tue TRIDENT Is conFirM’p: the dream is past.(o0) 


DODO HOVWOHS DOT DOGS DOHOPOHOSGHS DIOCHOSOOD GOGO OLS HVP OOS HHHO HS SES OPOOHODGOOOHOHHOSOOOHDEOOO 


Oh, strong against ourselves, and rashl y bold! 


No voice, as ‘inthe Hebrew fane of old, 


From Britain’s center toher utmost bounds) 


From parting (2) angels in sad accent, sounds,:,.4¢0 
Paine 
Leprosy of Naaman the Syrian, that. it wilh cleawento im for 
ever, except he rigidly adheres to Losd Shaftesbury’s: anticipating 
remedy of Soliloquy, and abstains. from speaking insad/ places 
batin the Court of King’s Bench,—-L/la s¢ Jactet ingula ZsoLus 4 
(July 1797.) 
(oc) These lines were written and inserted here, at 3 Jatter.end 
of the month of May, 1797. 
Proh dolor! Imperium Pelagi, s SEVIQUE T cideatis 
Cui nunc sorte datum? 
A’patridtick poet may be, I! Bee in this instance prophetical: 
‘The Dream ‘is past.” Behold ‘the confirmation by Admiral 
Viscount Duncan, Earl St. Tincei’ and’ Earl Howe, the great 
Naval Triumvirs. I trust'we shall never again say, 
unt tutis TERRARUM CRIMINA velist 
Ex quo Jura Freti, majestatemque repostam 
Rupit lasonia Puppis Pagase@a rapina! | (Nov. 1707.) 
(/) [trust that Great Britain is yet firm, and that the guar 
dians of her Jaws and constitution will stand, boldj*undatnted, 
and with deliberate valour... My allusion,.in.theooverse is 
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this, . After the profanation) of tHE. .wEMpLs) at: Jerusalem, 
under the Roman Emperor Titus, we read (it is recorded by 
their own Historian) that the voices of guardian angels were 


heard 
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* Statius, Achill. L. x. 
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spheme, Tone, Tooke, and: Thelwall 


, 


aine may bla 


mourn, 
Our Ark (q) is still by hallow’d hands upborne ! 
| | I too 


heard at the dead of night, crying out through it’s inmost 
recesses, MeraCawewwev Evrevbev, * Let us depart hence!” See 
the feventh book of the Jewish War, by Josephus, pag. 1230. 
Edit, Hudsoni Oxon. I recommend the perusal of the whole 
of that wonderful section. (Cap. 5. L. 7.) The Historian, ia 
some parts of it, is scarcely inferior in spirit, language, and sub- 
limity, to Eschylus himself. Surely at this most awful hour 
when, I am:almost tempted to ‘say, the moral and the natura! 
world feem: to be’ ‘bieaking’ up together, when the most power- 
fut European states, and populous cities have been convulsed or 
overthrown,scan ‘we hear, without” secret emotion and with- 


out a kindred horror, what the Historian calls, the * Pasdaixey 
EY AATOY CKOKMY LOS cupPeporevoy,the THY Sracworwy UPL HOKE 
cionpw xexuxrwpeveov xpavyn? Can we read unmoved,.Oure 
wAimias NY EAR, Br’ evrporn ceuvornros } Aipw [AL PAVO{AEVIE 
MOL [LE[AUKOTES E16 oduplABs AAs KPauyNY evrownony, Lvynyeat NE 
| Te 
Gopues ra Ilabn PoCepwrepa! xrd«—I will make Zo apology 
for presenting the learned reader with this passage, as Longi- 
nus would say, “© Ourw weyaror bi: Avyot, xx eeGprdere ct evvorcr. 
(Sect. gde Sublim. ) 
I expect_his thanks and not. his censure, if he is worthy. to 
read it. 


Tlepara, xa 7% TEPIE Opn, Capurepay TOsyria TINY: OPUNY. 


OALY TWLLUTIOY OPaLATINOY noe EVeKYwVIOY.” 


(7): The 42bé Barruet has done a publick service to Europe, 
by his eloquent and’ perspicuous delineation of Ye History of 
Jacobinism, in his work intitled  Memoires pour servir a)” histoire 
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Itoo will call; loud ‘through the cathering storms, 
Godwin 


dui Facobinisme.* T-by no means subscribe tovall the Abbe’s opi- 
nions and particular doétrines, or to his whims and fancies. 
But ia the disposition of the whole work, I perceive the hand 
of a master... He jhas discovered,. and traced.from, the :very 
source, the, griginal Cabal and its impious infamous leaders; 
and he has laid down their. scheme, and disposed the, proofs 
from rheiy ovun authentick writings and, works,, in a convineingy 
orderly, and logical arrangement... It is the -best.hiscorical 
and critical commentary extant (except the. events themfelves) 
on Mr. Burke’s first work, called “ Reflections,on the .Revolu- 
tion in France.’’ 1790. It is. worthy.to..be read by w/lwhe 
are interested in the great caufe of Gop and man, gnd Ihope 
it will be read and studied. 
Finis et tas 
Tota retro; SERA, VOLUMUS DECUS ADDERE MoRTD! 

It is for such paramount reasons, that the Legisiatare and all 
the Magistrates of Great Britain are loudly called upon fo controll 
(while they set can controll with effect) dy the law, and by 
the law alone, fuch works as those by Thomas Paine, and all 
the spawn of lewdness, infidelity, and democracy, in their 
vigour, or intheir dotage. They are called upon to repress by 
Jaw such popular works or novels as THE Monk, by M. lewis 
Esq. M. P. which I have stated + amply, and, as I think, have 
proved, to be indecent and blasphemous ; and to watch over the 
proceedings of Dr. Geddes §, the new Translator of the Bible. 
The plain questions are these: “* ARE WE TO BE PRESERVED ? 
‘6and, CAN WE BE PRESERVED ?’* The French Revolution is 


+ Preface to Dial. IV. of the P. of L. 
§ Ib. Pref, to Dial. IV. 
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Godwin (r) and Volney, (s) Ruin and Reform; 
The 


siow matter of history, I mean of history speaking in every 


language of every nation of Europe. One establishment 
upholds another; and the fall of any one draws after 
it a long Ruin, Read the Memoires of the Abbé BarvueEt, 
and doubt, if you can, whether Lirerarure has power 
to kill, andto make alive. Atheist Statesmen always co-operate 
with Atheist Philosophers, but are generally duped by them. 
*¢ Ils prennent Jeurs ordres sans le savoir,” said D’Alembert, in 
the plenitude of his impudence, 

The grand triple Conspiracy and crushing Cabal, under all it’s 
horrid formularies, against religion, regal power, and social 
order under moral restraint, has shewn what is the force and 
potency of Lrrerarurs, stimulated and conducted by an 
exterminating philosophy, Let EnczanD BEWARE AND LOOK 


TO HERSELF !f 


(r) Gopwin.— Ecce iterum Crispinus!”. and I wish I 

neéd not proceed with the line, ** Kt est mihi sepe vocandus 
*¢ in partes: Monstrum nulla virtute redemptum.’—In my 
note in Dialogue the third of the P. of L. Ithought I had taken 
leave of Wittiam Gopwiw; but he has again obtruded him- 
self upon the publick. As one of the publick, I shall give 
a few remarks on his late book, called ‘* The Enquirer, or 
Refiections on Education, Manners, and Literature, in aseries of 


33> 


Essays.’ Of his Enquiry concerning Political Justice, the author 


differs 


+ See also “ the Proofs of a Conspiracy against ail the Reli- 
gions and Governments of Europe, carried on in the Secret 
Meetings of Free Masons, Illuminati, &c. &t. by J. Robison, 
A. M.”’ A book of great importance and solemn warning to 
this Country, which should be perused with Abbé Baruel’s 
work, They reflect a powerful light on each others 
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Sophists unabash’d yet rear their head, 
; Their 


differs in opinion from me. He declares, in his Preface to his 


Enquirer, that “* An Enquiry r¢ius pursued on Political Justice, 


(i.e. as he, William Godwin, has pursued it) zs wadoubtedly 1N 


‘* THE HIGHEST sTYLE OF MAN!!!’ But as Ihave given my 
opinion upon it in the Third Dialogue of the P. of L. I shall 
say nothing here. Yet I might add, as itis recorded of the 


4 


infidel Boaster before Thebes, 


Si tardius artus 


Cessissent, fotuit fulmen meruisse secundum. t 
Y shall take dur a few chapters of his new book, for really I 
should fatigue myself and my reader past all sufferance, if] were 
to go through with it. The spirit and the manner is the same 
in all these Essays. ‘* The present volume,” (i. e. the Enquirer) 
he informs us, (Preface, p. 8.) ‘* is presented to the contemplative 


** reader, not as diéfa, but AS THE MATERIALS OF THINKING, 


‘and that they are. committed to his mercy.’ He adds, 
“* that with as ardent a passion for innovation as.ever, he, (i.e. 
‘¢ William Godwin) feels himself more patient and tranquil.’ 
This is pleasant to himself certainly, but whether his opinions 
and their consequences will promote /atience and tranquillity in 
ther men, is all that we are concerned to know and to expose. 
He professes to write a moral work. It is miscellaneous 


OC GE a Cee 


and unconnected, whatever he may think. I would premise, that 
there is a difference in considering amoral and a mere meta- 


physical Enquiry. In the latter, it is just and necessary to take 
in all the parts of a system, to know it’s efficacy and apparent 


truth; but ina moral work there is not the same necessity, and 


for this plain reason. . Mankind are guided in their actions, not by 


system, but by single impulses; bv detached maxims, by apho- 


tisms, by sentences, which have frequently the force of whole 
t Thebaid. L. ro, volumes, 
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Their colours gaudy, though but idly (i) spread. 


Better 
volumes. Whatever impels to action singly and by itself, may be 
considered also apart, and held forth either to approbation, or to 
censure. For this important reason I shall offer to the publick 
motice some passages from “The Enquirer, by William Godwin.” 
The book perhaps has been read very little; but as it is published 
and may be read, I am sure it ought to be criticized, not from its 
excellence,or the ability of the writer, but from the subject matter, 


His first Chapter or Essay is, * Of awakening the Mind.” He 


begins with so very qise a sentence, that we are naturally prepared 


for much instruction, I have indeed been told, that Mr. 


Wea e 
ES 
t 


Godwin’s mother, like little Isaac’s in Sheridan’s Duenna, 


AY 


used to call him ‘** Lizrle Solomon.’ What is this sentence? 


SyaNn 


verbatim as follows: ‘* Jf individuals were universally happy, 
> would be happy!” Again. ‘* Whenachildisborn, 


S 
“one of the earliest purposes of his institutor ought to be, 
“to awaken his mind, to breathe a soul into the, as yet unformed, 


*© mass.” Whether the mass is the mind, or the mind the mass, and 


at what time ze soul is to be breathed into the mind, is not quite 


° . 0 . - Le s Sb 
clear; butit is very imsiructive. Mr. Godwin also thinks, that 
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“it is wot the absurdest of paradoxes to affirm, that rhe ¢rue ob- 


“¢ yect of juvenile education is to seach no one thing in particular g 
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“but (the reader will be rather surprised) to bie against 


** the age of fiwe-and-twenty, a mind well regulated, a@ive, and 
“ prepared to learn.” It is to be remembered, that the general 


education of mankind is the object under consideration. If the 


reader’s mind is not awakened by such an alarum of nonsense,, 
Tthink he must be deeply intranced, as fast a modern watch- 
man, or Mr. Godwin himself, when he wrote the chapter. 
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Next comes Essay 2. * On the utility of talents.” From this 


we learn, in Mr, Godwin’s own words, that ** The only com- a 
Aa 2 “ plete S| 
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Better be dull than wicked; from the heart 
| The 


*¢ plete’ protection against the appellation of foo/, is to be the 
“possessor of uncommon capacity; and that “* a se/f-satisfed, 


hayfwitted fellow is’ the most ridiculous of all things.” This 
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is also wery instructive, and lets us into the secret of Mr Godwin’s’ 
wits, and his self-satisfation, But I cannot think Mr. G.’s 
instructions will ** produce in his pupil or child) (if he ha 
either) * one of the long-looked-for saviours of the human race.” . It 
might perhaps produce another Anacharsis Cloots, the Orator 
of the human race. Then come ‘* The Sources of Genius,” 
in Eflay 3.. The sentiments are either so trite, or so absurd, or 
so wicked, that it is difficult to choose. One of them. must 
select.—Of the children of feasants, Mr. G, observes, ‘* That 
‘at the age of fourteen the very traces of understanding are 
‘¢ obliterated. They are enlisted at the crimping house of oppres- 
‘¢ sion, They are. Srutifed by immoderate and unremitting 
“ Jabour. Their hearts are hardened, and their spirits broken by 
“+ ailthat they see, all that they /ee/, and all that they /vok forward 
és 49, THis IS ONE OF THE MOST INTERESTING POINTS OF 
“ view, in which we consider the fresent order of Society!!! It 
} ‘<is the great slaughter house of genius, and of mind. It is the 
<¢ unrelenting murderer of hope and gaiety, of the love of reflec- 
“S tion, and of the love of life.” (p. 16.) This it is, I suppose, as 
this atrocious but foolish writer would call 1t, to fromote fatience 
and tranquillity among mankind! Mr. G. has not yet done. 
Essay the 4th is on the same Sources. Here he proves too 
much for himself. He says, p. 19. ‘ There is an insanity 
sé among Philosophers, that has brought Philosophy itself into 
‘¢ discredit.’” (p. 19.) 
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The life-springs issue, and their force impart ; 


Better 


At the close of the eighteenth century, Mr. G. speaking 
of the succession of events, and the manner in which we acquire 
ideas, delivers this sentence seriously and philosaphically, .with 
a view to be instructive, ast supposes ‘¢ J any man was to tell 
“aie that if 1 full the trigger of my gun, a swift and beautiful 
* horse will immediately appear starting from the mouth of the 
«© tubes) I can onLy answer, that £ do not expect it, and that it 
‘« is contrary to the tenor of my former experience. But { can 
* assign No-reason (/11) why this is an event iatrinsically more 
‘© absurd, or less likely to happen than the event | have been accus- 
“ tomed to witness. It may be familiarly illustrated to the 
66 unlearned reader, by remarking, that the /rocess of generation, in 
¢¢ consequence of which men and horses are born, has obviously 
66 no more perceivable correspondence with that event, than it would 
“’ have for me to pull the trigger of a gun!!!” T pass by the gross 
indecency of the illustration, that I may just hint, whatitis to be 
a modern philosopher, and iastrud rhe unlearnedin the new way. Al 
am ashamed to analyse any other opinions in this Essay; but as 
Mr. G. is supposed by some persons, to be ** A man of talents,” I 
suppose also Mr. G. has the properties of ‘¢ A man of talents,’’ as 
he Aimself has declared them to be; and that “* He (himself) can 
‘* recollect up to what period he was jejune ; and uf to what period 
& he was aul/.. Hecan call to mind the zanumeradle errors of spe- 
«¢ culation he has committed, that would almost disgrace ax ideot,” 
(p. 28.) For my own part, in the present instance, I have nothing 
to do with rec:llection, Mr. Godwin and his book are before me: 
So much for ** A max of talents.”. I cannot. oppress the reader 
with all his desolating, unfounded, and silly opinions on all 
trades, professions, and occupations; wholly subversive of the 
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Better to write stark nonsense; better preach 
With 


society, and as I believe, of any supposeable order 


; whatsoever cf any regulated human society. 


But if the reader wishes to be amused with the acme or height 
of absurdity and wildness, I earnestly recommend him to read 
lias G’s account of ** The Walk of a man of talents, (Mr. 

* Godwin himself, for instance e,) and of a man without talents, 


(P- 


grand 32.) It isreally refreshing inthe extreme. Nothing can 


3M “a> ;, bP) 
yp os. Bar to Hyde Park Corner.’ 


be superior to it, but his “ Gun of generation,” just described, 
and his self-tilling Riagst ce without the intervention of man,” 


in his other book on Political Justice, Vol. 2. p.494. Ed. 8vo. 
Twill give Mr. Godwin’s own account of this famous Walk, 
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especially as the publick are accustomed to observe all kinds of 


men, and women too, between Temple Bar and Hyde Park Corner. 
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se The caief point of difference (says Mr. G.) between the man of 


‘© talents and the man without, Consists in the different ways in 


*¢ which their minds are emplo ryed during Me same interval!!!” 
This is ‘the proposition, ludicrous and absurd enough of itself, 


but now let us hear ?%e Wiig or illustratton. ** They, (1. e. the 
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man of talents and the man without) are obliged, let ws suppose, 


66 to walk Pe Tesi Bar to ! 
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orner. The puLzt 
68 MAN goes strait forward: he has so many furlongs to fraverse. 


“. He observes if he meets any of his acquaintance; he enguires 
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| *s respecting their health and their family. He glances perhaps 
| at the shops as he passes; he admires the fashion of a buckle, 


€ 
** and the metal of a tea urn. Jf he experience any flights of 
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‘ fancy Q. €, between Temp ar and Hyc r 1er € 
“6 fancy . €, between Temple Ba 2 le Park Corner) they 


‘$ are of a short extent; of the same nature as the flight of a forest 


“¢ bird clipped of his wings, and 1 Pg to pass the rest of his 


2 


‘© life in a farm-yard. On the other hand, THE MAN OF 
& TALENTS gives full, scope to his imagination. He Jaughs and 


@ 


‘ cries 
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‘ cries, Unindebted to the suggestions of the surrounding objects, 
‘his whole soul is employed!’ We are now to prepare for the 
employment of the whole soul of a man of talents from Temple 
Bar. to Hyde Park Corner, and the Reader will odserve that he 
has enough to do. ‘* He (the man of talents) enters into aice 
<* calculations; he digests sagacious reasonings.” (All this is done 
etween Temple Bar and Hyde Park Corner.) ‘¢ In imagination 

ss he declaims or describes, impressed with the deepest sympathy, 
¢¢ or elevated to the /oftiest rapture. He passes through a thous 
“ sand imaginary scenes, tries his courage, tasks his ingenuity, and 
* thus becomes gradually prepared to meet almost any of the many- 
‘ coloured events of human life. He consults by the aid of memory 
<¢ the books he has read, (N. B. a man of talents never reads 
*¢ in the streets,) and he Gee others for the future instruction 
«and delight of mankind.” (I always said Mr. G. himself 
projected his book on Justice, and this on Education, za the streets ; 
Sic tu triviis, indocte solebas.) Jf he observes the passengers, 
¢¢ (the dull man only observes his acquaintance) he reads their 
‘ countenances, conjectures their fast history, and forms @ 
‘ swherficial notion of their wisdom and folly, their virtue or vice, 
‘< satisfaction or misery. Jfhe observes the scenes that occur, 
‘it is with the eye of a connoiseur or an artist.” (The dul 
man above minds only duckles and tea urns.) “ Every object is 
“ capable of suggesting to him a Volume of Reflections.” (Mr. G. 
must mean Ais own volume now before me, called Reflections on 
manners, ediication, and literature.) The time of hese two 
6¢ persons in one respect resembles; it has drought th.m both to Hyde 

‘6 Park Corner. in almost every other respect it is dissimilar.” 
Here isthe denouement, or Evpyxa of Philosopher Gopwin, and 
I have no doubt, he thinks it a discovery in Terra jam 
cognita, 
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cognita, as he will allow the ground to’ be between’ Temple 
Bar and Hyde Park Corner. I cannot say the Parallel is quite 
in the manner of Plutarch; but it is very iastructive,. No man 


can ever be again at a ioss to know a man of talents, from aman 


without, i the streets. [I had often been puzzled, till I met 


with this instructive volume of Reflections. 

When the Reader has considered this, and all the other parts 
I have produced, and thousands which I have omitted, he will 
remember that Mr.Gopwtn has se¢ HIMSELF up for a Legislator, 
a Reformer, a Philosopher, a destroyer of ancient prejudices, and 
a builder of newsystems, a guide through the darkness of the 
world by this new light; and he expects the obeisance of 
mankind. Iamsure, I cannot even conceive that any man ‘or 
woman will worship BEFORE sUCH AN ImaGE of Democracy 
and Tyranny, whoever may sound’ the cornet, sackbut, “or 
dulcimer at the dedication. It isnot an image of gold; ‘itis‘an 
image of iron mixed with miry clay. | 

This it is to instruct the world, to reform it, to make it 
happy. Mr. G. comes in such a questionable shape, that I 
know not whento finish my questions. J might go on chapter 


‘by chapter in this manner, Let any man look at “his opinions, 


and the nature of his knowledge and his pretensions. “I must 
copy two thirds (atthe least) if I wished to express, and “to 
expose, all that is reprehensible in this volume, of wicked, or 
ridiculous, or trite beyond belief. I would hold up Mr. °G’s. 
own propositions, in his own words, to all persons who have 
understanding, and let them judge. Let them fairly decide 
whether his impiety be not even Jess than his folly; and the 
weakness of his understanding more visible than the plunging 
violence of his exertions. Dat operam, ut cum ratione insaniat.- 
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To please some guardian Midas of the town, 
Who 


Mr. Godwin is at best but a mongrel, or an exotick. He is 
erafted upon the stock of Condorcet, and the French rabble, on 
French ground; but he has not even the raciness of that teeming 
soil. English minds will not long bear the grossneis, of such an 
imposition. We are better and earlier taught. than he wishes we 
should be. Reason indeed disclaims Mr. Godwin ; of. eloquence, 
and good writing, (in spite of all his dogmatism). he knows 
nothing; and of the Belles Lettres nearly as much. as can be 
attained, or rather picked uf, in a modern academy in some 
London Square, ot at Islington. But for Mr. Godwin we are 
to lay down Plato and Xenophon; for him we are to relinauish 
Aristotle and Tully; to him Locke is to give way, and the 
simplicity and tempered humour of Mr. Addison is to be lost in 
Mr. Godwin’seffusions. I really am fatigued with this man. 
Nothing bur the importance of the consequences and etfects of 

is wild, weak, wicked, and absurd notions, (I cannot dignify 
them with the name of principles, or aZmuata) could have 
prevailed upon me to have wasted irretrievably so much of my 
time upon them. 

From the period when Philosopher Hume first garbled his 
neglected ‘* Treatise on Human Nature,’ and published it in 
the form of Essays, and set up a kind of slop-shep of morality in 
the suburbs of Atheism, we have had nothing but Essays upon 
Essays, till—-we ali know the consequence. And last of ail comes 
Philosopher Gopwin, aud sets up his trampery shop too in the 
same quarter; though he is willing to wait upon ladies and 
gentlemen at their own houses, with his ** Gros paquet de toile 


werte §£5 rouge,” upon the principles and practice of the celebrated 
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§ Green is the symbol of the Jrish, and Red of French demo- 
cratick factions. 
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Fripier in Gil Blas, and with the same kind. of justicé. He 


presents you with his second-hand suits, with his ** habits de 
§ drap tout unis, and his ‘* habits de-velours un peu passés ;’? demands 
his soivante ducats, and then addresses you with the same coal 
effrontery; “¢ Vous étes Sien heureux qu'on se soit addressé a MON, 
** plitot qu’ a un autre. Graces au ciel, jy exerce rondement ma 
‘+ profession: JE SUIS LE SEUL FRIPIER gui ait DE LA MORALE.§” 
So much for Philosopher Gopwin, or Le PurLosopne Fripier, 
malore sa morale ! 

To the learned world in particular (if they have ever drudged 
through the works of Mr. Godwinas I have done) I will address 

a few words from the second book of the Pyrrhonick Institutions 
of Sextus Empiricus, as applicable to Witt1am Gopwiwn, after 
all the observations I have made on his writiags. 
© Feouev ob & TON AN@POIION TOYTON 38 Olauplyat TE 
amo tay adkwv Zwwy, uot ELAIKPINOZ NOHZAI 
duunrorcba.\”” 

(s} Volney.—See Dial. 1. (note e) of the P. of L. for an 
account of Mr. Volaey’s book, ani iene *¢ Ruins, or a Medita- 
tion of the Revolution of Empires.” 

(t} “* Mocking the air with colours idly spread.” 

Shakspeare’s King John. 

I wish to refer the reader to.an excellent, very seasonable, and 
important pamphlet called ‘* Reform, or Ruin” by J. Bowdler 
Esq.—It is well written. 

(z) All Doctors (and Bishops too) should remember it is one 


thing to preach, and another to print and publish their sermons. 


It is also high time for Bisrop Horsxey (qui au travers de toute 


a 


fap) 


§ Sexti Empyrici Inst, Pyrrhon. 1. 2. € §¢ 
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with measur’ d haste 
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sa pieté nest fas Auteur impunément; et qui a la satisfaction 
d’arracher les Voluptueuses aux flaisirs, [et d 'affermir dans leur 
evoir des Epouses ébranlées par des amans seducteurs; though [| 
Cannot say, qu’ on trouve ses homélies, et ses ouvrages egglement 
forts et delicats) it is high time I say, for my Lord Bishop 
Horsley toremember, that it was said of the Archbishop of 
Grenada, ** Voila wn Sermon qui sentfurieusement Il’ Apoplexie.}” 
Ido not think that the 4rchevéque de Grenade, (1 beg pardon} 
Bislop } Horsley (for I think, he never will be an Archbishop) will 


appoint me to be his Secretary, or in the inimitable words 
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of Le Sage, be desirous ‘‘ avoir pres de lui un homme (comme: 
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moi) qui ait de la literature, et une donme main pour mettre au 
net ses homélies.’\|——I may add, that zf I should take a walk 
through his /irerary grounds, I fear I should be found damages 
feasant; and if I were to enter the fremzses at Rochester or 


Westminster, and be host t for it, T should certainly direct 


my counsel to plead a special 6° Nil habuit im tenementis.?? (See . 

Lord Raymond’s Rep. 1s 0) For though his Lordship, as \ 

Plaintiff, is but an 4ssignee, he may take advantage of the estoppel, 
ee 


for it runs with the | land. See oe ee ytt. 152. and Salk. 276, 
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Truth, erudition, and ability, always fail in their effect, if 

3 ’ ? - ? 

their professors enforce them with violence, or asperity in the 
manner, 
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t See his Magdalen Homily, and his speeches in the Bar ss he Fe 
in ae of Adultery. 
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Tolend sew fleasure (y) to a pedant’s ear, 


manner, or with imprudence in the choice of subjects, and in 


the place of delivering them. 


(x) IT allude to any fofular preacher. It is really humiliating 
and degrading to the Clergy to preach f/robationary sermons, on 
any vacancy of a chaplainship at any of the charitable founda- 
tions, before such a set of judges. One is for voice and action, 
another for what he calls Jearning, others forthe tender passions, 
some for appeals to reafon, and others again love Jogick 
and clofe argument. No Divine can satisfy such judges, but 
such a Doctor, as is described by John of Salisbury, ** Doctor 
<¢ sanctissimus ille Gregorius, qui mel/eo predicationis imbre totam 
“ yigayit et inebriavit Ecclesiam!” It is high time to put thefe 
affairs on a more respectable footing for the Clergy. 


T think indeed, that the bufiness, elections, &c. belonging to all 
Hofpitals, and all publick Charities, should be transacted dy a Com- 
mittee of the Subfcribers, elected annually. A Committee composed 
of twenty-one perfons would be sufficient, and the present mode of 
canvassing for offices might be entirely suppressed, whichis much to be 

esired. It might be easily carried into effect. The propriety of 
such a measure being generally adoptedin London, and near the 
metropolis, is evident; and I wish this hint may be attended to 
by men of sense and judgment. 


(y) See a Treatise lately published, entitled “* METPON 
APISTON, or a New Pleasure, recommended in a Dissertation 


oD 


ree aed 

Appeal to Bryant, nor his judgment fear; 
Better to state-arithmetick be bred, 

Tell Jacobins and Tories by the (yy) head ; 


Prove 


on Greek and Latin Prosody, (1797.)” It is without any 
permission, and I think with considerable effrontery, dedicate 

to Mr. Bryant ina style perfectly new. If almost every page 
of this treatise were not sillier, wilder, and more extravagant 
than the preceding, I might be tempted to take some notice of 
it’s multifarious contents. For they are very numerous indeed ; 
from the laws passed in King Priam’s reign (J beg Mr. Bryant's 
pardon) ander his marine Minifter, when Troy was attacked 
and ixvaded by the Grecians, down to the present French war 
and the incomprehenssble Cavalry Act, under George the Third 
of Great Britain. As it does not appear to me possible for this 
Author, (I use Ais ow words in /zs own treatise) to “ put off the 
“ monkey and bring out the man,” I shali say nothing further of 


this farrago of learned nonsense. 


(vy) Mr. Burke gave it as his opinion, in his ** Two Letters 
on the Proposals for peace,”” (1796) that there are 400,0co po- 
é¢ litical citizens in Great Britain, of whom 80,000 are pure Ja- 
‘<6 cobins, and the other four-filths perfectly sound,” &c. &c. In 
this particular instance I shall only say of this great and vene- 
cable man, what one of Dante’s Commentators says on a passage 
in the Purgatorio; * Per verita, é um gran cafriccio; ma in cid segue 


«+ 3] suo stile,’ Dante, Shakspeare, Milton, and Burke, all abound 
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Prove that nodogs, as through the streets they range, 
1 


_ Give bone for bone in regular (z) exchange; 470 


Or 


in similar eapriccios; but I will add Dr, Johnson’s admirable 
words; ‘* He that can put these (cafriccios) in balance with 
** their beauties, must be considered not as nice bat dull, as 
“less to be censured for want of candour, than pitied for 


sae 


s¢ want of sensibility.”? Life of Milton. 


(x) Here is another little caériccio of a man of no common 
sagacity, the late Adam Smith. He says seriously, by way of 
illustration; ** No body ever saw a dog make a fair and deli- 
** oerate exchange of one bone for another with another dog.’” 
Smith’s Wealth of Nations, Vol. 1. p. 20. Ed. 8yvo.:. This 
philosophy is nearly of the same date as Adam’s ancestor + 
in Eden, and I can only say in reply, ‘ Who ever 
*¢ expected to see a dog do so ??”?—We have all heard and 
read of that snarling sect, the Cynicks, and if we could convert 
dogs into philosophers, or what is harder still, philosophical 
propositions izto meat and bones, (which I fear is more than 
most Scotch Professors can do) I should apply metaphorically 
the following lines from a celebrated Poet, a great observer of 
human nature: 
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+ In the most extensively learned book I ever saw, (for the size 
of it) andthe best arranged, 1 mean the * Philosophia Generalis 
&c. per Theophilum Gale,” there is actually a Chapter, ** De 
Philosophia Adami.’ L, 1.C. 1 5 Semme’§ A Capriccio!” 
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1, (2) strange theorems to try 


a ~~ 


¢ tf fen raaA repeat qr 
Oy frame, with Mars 


Some manuscript’s divine identity ; 


Cc 


With Hargrave to the Peers approach with awe, 
And sense and gramma;y sink in Yorke and law (4); 


Better 


ry 


‘¢ So when /wo dogs are fighting tf 


t in the streets, 
With a third dog one of the two dogs meets; 
With angry tooth he bites him to the bone 

> 


And this ee smarts for what ‘vat dog has done.”” 


(a) A learned and ingenious Critick, the Rev. Wm. Marsu, 
(Translator of Michaelis’s Introduction to the New Teftament, 
to which he has added many valuable notes and illustrations) 


published in the year 1795, ‘* Letters to Archdeacon Travis, 


on the subject of a Greek Manuscript in the Publick Library 

at Cambridge, panes at Leipzig, but sold in London by R. 

Marsh, Fleet-ftreet.”? Mr. Marsh’s theorem 1s so totally new, 
| 


and so Vnacaligtict, that I shall laugh hereafter at any 


man who tells me, that the chances for or against any thing are 
9 JS fot o 


only 100,000 to I. 


1° 


“ General Theorcm, by which the Identity of Manuscripts zs 


determined, from a coincidence in their Readings.” (Letters, 


ee eee 


p. 70.)—-I omit it in vs edition of my Poem, as the theorem 


is jadged to be too long and uninteresting. 


(2). See lately published, “* The Jurisdiction of the Lords 


a sesso 


pes 


+ i.e. For a Sone, or for any t hing which is an obiect of 
fair and deliberate exchan Tee 
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Better be White, though dubious (c) of my fame, 
Or wisely sink my own in (7) Homer’s name; 


Better 


House of Parliament, by Sir Matthew Hale,” and an intro- 


ductory preface by F. Hargrave, Esq. the Editor. 1796. 
Mr. Hargrave is universally acknowledged to be one of the 
soundest and most learned lawyers in the kingdom. But when 
he will ste# ont of his way, and turn rhetorician, and fancy 
that he is writing like Cicero de Oratore, there is some differ- 
ence between the Roman, and the English advocate. Mr. H. 
in his preface thus writes concerning the Rt, Hon. Charles 
Yorke, the short-lived and lamented Chancellor: ‘* He was a@ 
modern constellation of Englifh jurisprudence, whose digressions 
from the exuberance of the best juridical knowledge were illurminations; 
qwhose energies were oracles; whose constancy of mind was won 
into the pinnacle of our Englifh forum at an inauspicious moment ; 
whofe exquisiteness of sensibility, at almost the next moment from the 
impressions of imputed error, stormed the fort of even his highly- 
cultivated reason, and so made elevation and extinction contem- 
poraneous; and whose frematureness of fate—has caufed an almoft 
infuppliable interftice in the fcience of Englifh equity.” Pref. p. 181. 
I really think Mr. Hargrave has dived through all the 
celebrated ten fountains of invention, from which ‘‘ +} he das 
taken in water for an happy voyage over the frocellose ocean of his 
funeral parenation” of CHARLES YORKB. 

I pretend not to comprehend this passage in all its sublimity, 
but upon one principle, which, as it appears to me, is the grand, 
though secret design of Mr. Hargrave, to leave upon record to his 
brethren: It is this: ‘‘ THAT A LAWYER, WHO WRITES SO 
“CLEARLY AS TO BE UNDERSTOOD, 1S AN AVOWED ENEMY 


4+ +0 HIS PROFESSION,” 


+ Hist. of Friar Gerund, Vol. 2. p. 265. 


[it 386% J 
Better to disappoint the publick hope, 479 
Like Warton driveling (e) on the page of Pore; (/) 
While 
(c) See the learned and very ingenious (but rather declama- 
tory) Sermons by Professor White of Oxford, at the Bampton 
Lecture. But in this, as in many other cases, it seems, ** Garth 


‘© did not write Ais own Dispensary.”—I always thought the 
charge ridiculous: yet learned men would “ write about it and 


about it.” Any thing will serve for a controversy. Enquire . 


of Messrs. Ireland, Malone, and Chalmers, at the Stahspeare 
ManufaGory in Norfolk-street, in the Strand. 


(d) The Rev. Dr. Parr will best explain this verse. See 
his sublime Apostrophe, *‘ Spirit of Henry Homer! &c. &c. &c. 
Letter to Dr. Coombe, by an occasional Writer in the British 
Critick. 

(e) The Booksellers may fay in Sir Philip Sidney’s words: 
«¢ What fools were we, to mingle such driweling speeches among 
‘6 (Warsurton’s) noble thoughts! (Sir P. S’s Arcadia.’’) 

Pan etiam Arcadia dicat se judice victum. 


The typographical errors in Latin, Greek, and English in this 
edition are numerous beyond all belief; so mumerous as to be 
very inconvenient to the reader. 


The reason why I have, in the following passages, examined 
the edition so particularly, is this. There is no Author in dur 
language, whose works admit of such important illustration, 
moral, religious, critical, and argumentative, as Mr. Pope’s. 
This opportunity has been now unfortunately lost; and it must 
be seen that our great poet has been disgraced, and a fond admir- 
ing Nation is left to lament the negligence, inattention and 
impropriety, (I use the mildest terms) with which this work has 
been performed, except in the critical part of Dr, W’s notes, 
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While o’er the ground that WARBURTON once trod, 


zily approve. Ihave proved’ this.in the followin 
iven the most eed reasons, 


My sole object is the good of the kingdom, which £ will strive 


to support syste; matically, WHOEVER OR WHATEVER MAY STAND 
11) 


IN THE WAY. ‘ Hoe ills dico, qui me non intelligunt.”’ 


(f) See the new edition of. Pope’s Works. by the Rew Dr. 
Josepa# Warton, late Head-master of Winchester School. 
The mildest words I can use are, ** Tantamne rem tam negligen- 
““ ter?’ T praised, (and leberally ehough as some people 
thought) Dr. Joseph Warton’s Common Place Book an Pope, 
in the First Dial. of the P. of L. and I still think.it very enter 
taining and instrudtive.. But when a learned man appears, as the 
professed Editor of the most distinguished andthe most. interes- 


ting f Poet of the nation, and when the pu lick have been taught 


£ 


to expect the work as of great —promise, we require some- 


Oo 

oS 
bd } 

thing more than mere copying his own old common place remarks 


from one book, fo put them in the form, of notes at the bottom 


of the pages of another. It is mere book-making beneath 


the character of so Jearned a gentleman as Doctor Warton. 


ge 
Tt is to steal from one’s owa self. Yet the town is patient : “Mar- 


39 Tt 


* cys dixitita est, But I will not say so. Had this been done 


merely by the Booksellers, or by the whole worshipful Company 


Id have remained without notice from 


of Statipates: it wou 
me. It would have been az edition made with a pair of Scissars, 
nothing more. But at the end of the Advertisement to this 
edition I find these words: “or the rest of the notes (except those 
by Mr. Pope and Dx. Warburton) J am aaswerable. “* JosEry 
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Content Ais ows stale scraps to steal or elean, 


Hash'd up and season’d with an old man’s spleen;(/f) 
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Nor e’en the Bard’s deformity can scape, 


** Fiis pictur’d person and his libel’d (2) shape;” 


é 


¥ 
Ah, 


When the trrustrtiowvs friend of Pope, Witttam Wars 
BURTON, (sublime even in his exorbitances, and dignified in 
Sagacity and ervdition,) condescended to become an Editor, L 
should have preferred reprinting his edition as it stood. But, 
in some particulars, I am indeed ashamed of the present edition, 
as it 1s zow offered tothe publick. If Dr. Warton had neither 
time, nor spirits, nor industry, nor leisure, nor inclination, be 
should not have undertaken a work so important to the world. But as 
there is no other new edition to be had of an elegant form, type 
and paper, (and this is wery pretty) many persons will desire to 
have it, and lam sure I will not refuse ita place in my library. 


(#7) See Dr. Warton’s fersonal notes on Pope and Warburton 
passim throughout the work, splenetick in the extreme. 


(g) Poets are often prophets. Pope little thought that, fifty 
years after hisdeath, alearned Editor would revive some imputed 
trash, (perhaps) not his own, and actually give to the malignant 
curiosity of some folks, ** His libelled person and his pictured 
“‘fhape.” (Prol.to Pope’s Satires, v. 353.) It is strange that 
Mr. Gibbon and Mr. Pope should have the same fate. The 
figure of Mr. G. has been presented to the world and to posterity 
by is friend Lord Shefheld (See Mr. G’s Posthumous Miscella- 
nies, 4to Vol. 1,) and Mr. Pope’s contemptible appearance by 
the kindness of his editor. 
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Ah, better to unlearn’d oblivion hurld, 


Thén 


I have many and great objections to this edition; but I 
shall only state a few. An edition of Pope is a fair and a very 
proper subject of criticism. I think the title page contemptuous 
‘¢ With notes and illustrations by J. Warton, D. D. and others.” 
To include Witt1am Wakxsurton, Bifhop of Gloucester, 
and Author of the Divine Legation, under the title of others, 
required an assurance equal at least to the dilettante spirit which 
too frequently prevails in Dr. Warton’s comments, In this 
instance, as he says of the great Samuel Johnson, “¢ temulentus 
videtur.” Mr. Pope himself said to Dr. Warburton. ** No hand 
can set my works in so good a light, or so well turn their best side 
to the day, as your own.’? Upon which Dr, Warton remarks; 
“¢ Without incurring, I hope, the censure of being a short- 
sighted and malevolent. critick, I venture to say, that our 
Author's fond expectation’ of his Commentator’s setting his 
works in the best light, was extremely ill-founded.”’¢ 1 
believe Mr. Pope will be found the best judge of his own 
interest. Dr. Warton may remember these lines: 

‘¢ Criucks I saw, chat other names deface, 

And fix their own, with labour, in their place ; 

Their own, like others, soon their place resign’d, 

Or disappear’d, AND LEFT THE FIRST BEHIND.” 
Such was the inscription ina Temple, from which it will be 
difficult to erase the name of William Warburton, and substt- 
tute the name of Joseph Warton. Ihave no personal partiality 
for Warburton; he was long before my time. Nor have I the 
honour (such I should indeed esteem it) of an acquaintance 
with Bishop Hurd, his’ venerable friend and compeer. But [ 
was born to admire erudition and genius, and to vindicate 
them when they are insulted. 


Dr. 
+t Pope. Warton’s Edit. Vol. 9. p. 377- 
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Then give to Perry (2) what I owe the world ; 
1 i Bi And 


Dr. Warton’s life of Pope is not well written as to the 
matter or the manner, The ftyle is defective and often 
vulgar. I shall, instance a passage or two, The. perpetual 
vulgarifm of the term “ our author,’”’—** Dennis purfued 
our author in bitter invectives, against every work he 
gradually published.” p. 18. ‘* After arriving at eminence dy 
“6 so many capital compositions, owr author,” &c. &c.—p. 24. 
“ Which, as an uncommon curlosity, oze, would .have been 
** glad to have dcheld.” p. 11. “ Dr.. Warburton’s defence of 
* the Essay on Man ultimately got bim a wife and a bishoprick-” 
p45. ~* Into what a mass has he raised and expanded so slight 
a hint!” p.21. Dr. W. is fond of ‘< delicious lines, and deli- 
** cious passages,’ &c. I cannot specify more of them in this note: 
He commends Voltaire too often, and too much, He is also 
perpetually praising the German Professor Heyne, who has 
insulted our English universities and publick-schools in his 
writings. Yet we* have republished 4zs Virgil, and, all his 
ponderous dissertations. Professor Heyne was originally a 
mechanick: he was not born with taste, and he never acquired 
elegance. His Jearning is without discernment. More embodied 
dulneéss, or a heavier mass of matterthan 42s Virgil I never saw. 
Fhe shrine of the Poet is indeed loaded with offerings, but it 
is illuminated with rays from Gottingen. —I must observe 
further. 

It was very bold and very indecent in the Reverend Dr, 
Warton, to publish Pope’s Imitation of the Second Satire of his 
first Book of Horace. Pope never § printed it in his works 


‘ himself 


§ Dr. W. indeed says, vol. 1. Life p. 56. ‘* Pope suffered his 
“« friend Dodsley to print it as 47s writing in one edition 12mo.” 
J never saw it, but can believe the Doctor. Pope was 
undoubtedly ashamed of it. | | 
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And idly busy in my choice perplext, 


Throw 


himself; Dr. Warburton refufed to admit it: no common 
edition whatsoever of Pope has admitted it. It is printed only 
ina vulgar appendix in two volumes. But if Mr. Pope had 
actually described every nymph in the seraglio of * the pious 
** Needham,”’ must the Reverend Dr. Warton publish such a 
poem, merely because Mr. Pope had written it?—This sixth 
volume of Dr. Warton’s Edition should be reprinted; and this 
scandalous poem, and some other parts of it, omitted, With 
the Commentators ton Shakspeare, Pope, &c. of modern days, 
there is no such thing as an invocation to ‘* Jntermissa Venus; 
for the Goddess has actually deserted her beloved Cyprus, “ Jp 
bos totaruens. (See Horace for the rest.) 


“Te, Venus Regina, Azo vocantum 
66 ’"Thure Wartonr et STEPHANI decoras 
‘6 Transfer in cedes.”” 


T have indeed no doubt the poem is by Pope. As to mere wit 
and point in the imitation, it is perhaps the best. But what 
then? Mr. Pope’s works are distinguished for peculiar 
€orrectness in taste and mora’s; and are intended for the most 
general, and the most unqualified perusal, Dr. W. might as well 
have printed Mr. E’s Geranium in his comments, or any other 
light and vigorous sally of a very young man, forgiven as such 
and forgotten, as the following lines, if the reader will believe 
they are printed 1n Popz’s Works; 


46 Or 
~ See The P. of L, Dial, x 
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‘Or when a tight meat girl will serve the turn, 
‘Jn errant pride-continue * * *! 
« 1’m a plain man, whose maxim is seins 
«© The thing at hand is of all things the best.’ 
Vol. 6. pi g1.—seealso p. 49. worse still. 


I, though an anonymous layman, refuse to print the passage 
in fuil, which the Reverend Doctor Warton has Bitnted and 
sanctioned awith his name as Editor of Pope’s Works. ‘* Nobis 
<< non licet esse tam disertis, qui musas colimus severiores.”” If Mr. 
Pope had often written thus, bis works must “have been 
consigned to the library of a brothel. dis edition of Pope's 
works will be sent into every part of the civilized world. “This 
will be so; and can it be said, that I speak without reason ? 
Surely Jam not pleading for publick decency in V4in: he 
Doctor at least should have dedicated this sixth volume to 
the Ladies—of the Commons, To what other ladies could & 
present this volume? Yet so it is. ** Doctors rush in, where 
laymen fear to tread.” But because Pope called this, * Sober 
advice from Horace,” the Doctor thought there could be no 
harm init, Dr. W. observes, that ‘the first step in the literary, 
¢¢as well as’ in the political world is of the utmost conse- 
«quence. (a)” I would remind the Doctor of she last step in both 


these worlds, which he feems to have forgotten. 


I think the political principles in the notes are frequen ntly false, 
and in many inftances dangerous. I cannot copy whole notes; but 
J with any fenfible man would refer to the paffages and examine 

hem. If they are right, in such a world as this and in sucha ftate 


of eben sthe prefent, I will give up the whole of my objections. 
Dr 


(a) Pope’s Life,’ p. 14- 
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(Alike to me,’encas’d in Grecian bronze, 


Koran 


Dr. W. tellevs firtt from Sir Thomas Browne, *“* That there is 4 

certain list of vices committed in all ages, and declaimed against by 

all authors, which will last as long.as human nature, or digefted 
) a > 


into common. places, may serve for any theme, and never be 
out of date till! doomfday.’’ (Vol. 4, p.318.) Inftead of a 
{pirited vindication of moral fatire,, Dr. W. iaughs at the effects 


of it, and very unadvifedly feems to difcourage even the endeavours 
after a reformation of manners. If] am afked how? I anfwer 
thus. Dr. Warton tells us, from a certain Wit, “* Mount in the 
pulpit with Bourdaloue, or take the pen with La Bruyere, it is 
only so much time lost; the world will go on as before.” The 
morality of Voltaire cannot surely be the morality of Dr. 
Warton. He lastly informs us, that Pope, in those Dialogues, 
‘‘ exhibits many and strong marks of petulance, party spirit, 


and self-importance, and of assuming to himself’ the character 


of Censor-general.” (vol, 4.p. 345.) As if in answer to this 
unjuft and outrageous character, by a singular anticipating 
sagacity, Pope seems himself to have replied to the Doctor, in 
his own concluding note to these Dialogues, in language, fen- 


timent, and dignity beyond all praise. 


I may add, that if this mode of arguing against every 
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endeavour to reform the manners of mankind, and to recall them 
to virtue and wifdom, is tobe adopted, we are indeed in the high 


road to ruin and revolution. Fortunately there is as much sense 


as there is policy, or truth, in this indiscreet and dangerous 
joctrine. I nhs as well say; ‘* Thereis always a certain lift or 


C 


catalogue of difeafes, infirmities, and miferies attendant upon every 


> 


yuman being inevery ftage of his earthly exiftence, and which 
will appear, disquiet, and lay wafte the species in all ages, The 
are 
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Koran or Vulgate, Veda, Priest, or Bouze) 
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art of medicine never can wholly remove them, and they will 
never be out of date till doomsday. What is the use of the phy- 
fician and his fkill? We fhould never apply to him, but suffer 
silently, till our diffolution takes place, without any attempt 
to remove the pain or misery which flefh is heir to, even 
when it is in our power to mitigate, or perhapsto cure them.” 
I really cannct pass doctrines like these without animadver- 
sion, especially when they are either recommended, or 
approved, by a Dodtor of the Church whofe office is to declare, 
pronounce, and enforce the do&trine of moral reformation. 
He fhould not forget the conftitution of the natural and moral 
world. «“ Good is fet <gainft evil, and life againft death. So 
look upon the works of the Moft High; there are two and two, 
one against another,”’—I feel lam right in fubmitting fuch remarks 


as thefe to the publick. 


As to political fentiments, I own I was furprifed to read 
many notes, but particularly thefe words in vol, 4. p. 3335 
on the compliment Virgil paid to Cato. “ A much fonefer paflage 
‘«¢ (says Dr. Warton) is that in which Virgil had the courage 
s‘ to reprefent his hero affifting the Etrufcans iu punishing { their 


‘¢ tyrannical king, in the 8th book of the A‘neid. v. 494.” 

«« Ergo omnis furiis furrexit Erruria yustis, 

REGEM AD SUPPLICIUM prefenti marte REPOSCUNT.” 
Dr. W. knows that Julius Caefar was not Mezentius. Lam fure 
the Doétor cannot approve and recommend this paffage, which 


has been in the mouth of every modern Regicide from the murs 
derers 


- ‘{ Punishing is the modern democratical word for murdering. 
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And lend to truth itself unhallow’d aid, 
Tn 
: 
ad 


derers of Charles I. to the murderers of Louis XVI.,, But why, 
perpetually call out these passages to publick notice ?, Why dwell. 
upon the * morgue et grandeur des Souverains,” ** the autho- 
rised type of a Lion, &c. &c,” (Vol. 4. p..330.) imtimes like 
these ? We all love liberty as well.as Dr. W. but a wise and 
good man discerns the signsofthe Times. These are the under- 
murmurings of a spurious, vastard, half-republicanism. I like 
them not, 

I write with indignation against suck an. edition of such a 
poet. Does any Husband, or Father, think of cautioning his 
wife, his daughter, or his son, against: amy part whatsoever, 
of Pope’s works? If this edition becomes general, it wil! be 
necessary todo so. Ihave no personal diflike.to,Dr.; Warton: 
my business with him is solely, as Editor of Pope. Nothing can 
justify him, Am I to spare publick criticism onan edition of 
Pope’s works, because of Dr. Warton’s age, (is it in the title page?) 
or the variety and extent of his learning? Surelyonot,” They are 
both strong againft the deed. Dr. Warton’s own’ words of himself 
are, “lam answerable.” 

Pope was in his hands in double trust. First, as he is. the 
most moral and correct poet of the nation, the consistence of 
his fame and character should have been preserved, even by the 
partiality of an editor.. Secondly, Dr. W, stood bound to his 
country, from his sacred profession, not to contaminate the 
rifing youth of either sex, by fuch filthiness and rank obscenity 
as would difgrace the vileft magazine. By this he has com- 
mitted a great offence againft the publick, which he cannot 
repair. Iam sure I have spoken nothing of Dr. W.’s private 
character. But his edition is open to me, and to the whole 
world.. It challenges my notice: and executed as it is, it 
demands 
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In all the rashness of a scholar’s trade, 

And 
demands the very spirit of Satire. ‘* Ense velut stricto 
* Lucilius ardens infremuit.” The very indecent chapter of 
“© The Double Mistress,” zx this scandalous Sixth Volume, shouid 
have been omitted, in the Memoirs of Scriblerus. (Vol. 6. 
p> 150.) In the Second Volume there are a few trum- 
pery, vulgar, copies of verses which disgrace the pages. I am 
ashamed of the low taste which could suffer them to appear 
before the publick. I again and again, disclaim any personal 
harshness or severity on the character of Doctor Warton, wirh 
whom I am not even acquainted. All I call for loudly is, that 
this sixth volume should suffer what every catalogue yearly informs 
me, poor Hollingshead once suffered. I never before heard that 
tenderness was due to an edition of any work. But in these days, 
if an idea or opinion is but absurd, it will be considered as deep 


and sagacious: 


I shall not make any further remarks on Dr. W’s critici 


wn 
es 
= 
wo 


on Pope at present, they are often very just, curious, and grati- 
fying, but chiefly taken from his old Effay. I cannot now pro- 
ceed, Nos genera degustamus, non bibliothecas discutimus. f 


If I have written at large on this subject, itis because I thought 
it important. Nothing is intended fersonally to Dr. Jofeph Warton 
in this note. It is only directed against the Editor of Pope’s works; 
and whoever, with the character of a scholar, had published 
them in this manner, would have received the same strong repro- 


bation from me. 


This Poem onthe P. of L. is. designed to represent and hold 
forth, to the people of Great Britain, whatever directly or in- 
directly strikes at, or affects, the existence of the publick morality, 
~ Quint. Lib, 19 C. 1. 
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And fall, like (2) Porson, 
OpC EA Verb iia 


u may spare your pains, 
Fie gives no ear to any modern strains, 


Save 


or of the principles by which the Constitution of England; or of 
society itself in a polished and well guarded-state, is maintained 
in vigour and in sound health. Dr. Warton may be, and ! doubt 
not he fs, a sensible, well-informed, agreeable, and very ingenious 
man, and of amiable manners in private life. Of these I have 
said nothing; 1 am sure | am not disposed to contradict or to 
question them. But, in his office and character of Editor of 
Pope’s works, I most solemnly impeach him of a high crime 
and misdemeanor before his country, as I have proved’at large: 
It 1s a material part of my work, to mark the offences, errors, 
or aberrations of men of eminence in literature, Neque me 
Phebi cortina fefellit. If I shrink from this duty on any con- 
sideration whatsoever, I hope I shall be despised and neglected, 
We should naturally look to so learned and ingenious a man asDr. 
W.. (Lalways esteemed himas such) for instruction and improve- 
ment in classical taste, and moral centiment. But when a Pilot, 
of long experience, not only. neglects the care of the vessel 
intrusted to his skill and fidelity, -but almost voluntarily directs 


“ 


it into the port of an enemy,» orby extreme negligencerand 


inattention exposes it to the danger of a fhipwreck, he should 
not be surprised, if he meets the fate of Palinurus. 
Gubernaclum (voz vz, sed spontz,) revulsuin, 


Cui datus harebat cusros, cursusque regebat, 


Preecifitans traxit secum ! 


(i oge | 
Save those, by Oberéa {&) fondly sung, 


What 


(i) Pery, put synonimously for the printer of any factious 

newspaper. 
é 

(z) See Mr. Professor Porson’s Letter to Archdeacon Travis, 
of which the world has now heard guite enough. Mr. Professor 
Porson you may begin again, but pray write no morein Mr. Perry’s 
little democratick closet fitted up forthe wits, at the Morning Chro- 
nicle office. It is beneath you; I speak seriously. I know your 
abilities. It may do well enough for some other zzgenious men, 
if a certain political Dramatist’s compotations will leave 
them azy abilities at all, which I begin to doubt. What 
s genius, without a regulated life! Young men about town (ta 
use that detestable phrase,) will at last allow it, if they look at 
all the tattered, sin-worn fragments of their species, whom 
they meet in their walks. 


To'shew the deformity of Vice to the rising hope of their 
Country, the policy of ancient Sparta exhibited an inebriated 
Slave. As to the pursuits of heedless pleasure in excess, 
it has been ‘wisely observed, that ** The Constitution of 
nature marks out the course we fhould follow, and the end 
we should*aim at. To make pleasure, and mirth, and jollity, 
our dusiness, and to’ be constantly hurrying about after some 
gay amusement, some new gratification of sense, or appetite, 
to those who will consider the nature of man and our condition 
in the world, will appear the most romantick scheme of life which 
ever entered into thought. Yet many go on in this course, 
without learning better from the daily, the hourly disappoint- 
ments, listlessness, and satiety,which accompany this fashionable 


method of wasting away their days.” 
J think 
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What time Opano (/) trembled on her tongue. 


AUTHOR 
Censure or praise let others seek or fear : 
Look at my verse, the superscription there, Kod 
The cause that I defend : ’tis yours, ’tis mine, 


1e peasant’s. In my line, 


All 


I think indeed that the words of Fumixs are as truie in 2 
moral ang religious sense, as they are in their political and 
original application. ‘If life be the bounry of heaven, we 
** scornfully reject the noblest part of the gift, if we consent to 
* surrender that CERTAIN RULE OF LIVING, without whrch the 
“condition of human nature is not only miserable, but 


“© contemptible.’ > 


As the descent to a life merely sensual is accelerated in a proportion 
always increasing, I wish most affectionately, that if any inge- 
nuous and sensible, though perhaps thoughtless, young man of 
fashion, fortune, and za/exts, should happen to read this note, 
he may above all-things remember this great fentence from 
Junius, and write it upon the tablet of his heart. 

(%) See ** An Epistle from Oberea, Queen of Otaheite, to 
* Jofeph Banks, Esq.” (now Sir Jofeph Banks) Mr. Porson’s 
favourite modern poem, which he can say, or rather sag to his 
friends, as Iamtold.. Itis very ingenious, but rather too free ; 
the versification is exquisite. J believe it is the only piece of 
modern English verse Mr. P. will read. 

(1) Opano or Tabano was the manner in which the name of 
Banks was pronounced at Otaheite. But in this learned lan 


+ Junius, Letter 20. 
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All find in me a,patron.and a friend, 

Unseen, unknown, unshaken to the end. 

Yes, from the depths of Pindus shall my rhymes, 
Through this mis-order’d world, these lawless times, 
Be heard in Albion and her inmost state ; 

All that the good revere, and bad men hate, 

In spirit and in substance, as of old, 


The Muse in her Aséestos (w) shall enfold. 510 


This is my Method.—Though I sometimes stray 
From Euclid’s rigid rules to Fancy’s way ; 
Tet 


guage, as Mr. Zachary Fungus says to his brother Isaac in the 
Commissary, ** Pshaw! you blockhead, I tell you THE NAME 


E ‘ 7» 3 
** does not signify nothing.’ 


(m) I know not whether I need mention it, but it was an 
ancient Roman custom to wrap dead bodies, before they were 
placed on the funeral pile, in a cloth made from a stone called 
Amiantus, or Linum vivum, by some called the Asdestos, on which 
firehadno power. (See D’Aubenton, Tableau Méthodique des 
Minereux, p. 10. Edit. Par. 8vo. 1784.) N.B. Mr. D’Auben- 
ton, a gentleman of amiable character and of great accuracy of 
mind, is zow (1797) resident in Paris, advanced in years, and 
by quietly yielding to every revolutionary torrent in the repub- 
lick, has escaped the general exterminating massacre of the 
active Citizen Literati in the hall of French Fustice. %' His armis 
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Yet have I mus’d on Granta’s willowy strand, 


The sage of Alexandria (#) in my hand, 


And mark’d his symbols deep ; while o’er my ear 


Truth pour’d her strain in harmony severe, 


I sought the Stagirite ; and could divide 
(No Scotchman near, no Gillies (az) by my side) 
His sober sense from pride of intellect, 


What Locke confirm’d, or warn’d me to reject. 520 


Thence soaring on the balanc’d wings of thought, 
(As Kepler hinted, but as Newton taught,) 


My mind in calm ascension to the height 


Of the world’s temple, through th’ abyss of light, 


Mid wand’ring fires and every starr’d abode, 
Explor’d the works and wonders of the Gop, 
Who 
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sanieneriimaaiareds 


TTI er 


(n) Euclid. 


(nn) Since writing this verse, I am happy to fay, that I 
tal think we are much indebted to Dr. Gillies for offering to the 
Publick, at his period, an English translation] of the two most 

i ; g 


important treatises on morality and politicks, which antiquity 
can boast. No man can read these works without being wiser 


and better, particularly the Politicians of the day.. (March 1798.) 


t Aristotle’s Ethicks and Politicks 2 vol. 4to. 1798. 
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Ti7Tt 2 C348 Sia ne eo ylace 
Who fix’d thé laws of order, time and place, 


In his own great sensorium (0) boundless space. 
g 
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The Chemist’s magick flame, the curious sport 
4 
Pmitrar Gre rey x7 BE ae re ate - ‘ 
Amber first gave, would oft my tancy court, 530 


Led through creation’s consecrated range, 
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Of vegetative | 
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(o) * Deus, im sfatio infinito, tanquam 2a Sensorio stay res 


intimé cernit, &c. &c.’? Newton Princip. Schol. General. 
ub fin. 
| 

(») But not in the spirit of that silly man, who inscribed 


ne SICES av it, Lin- 
¢ Ve eager os 3 ll pay et Beh lew a. eG ‘ty Speer 
6° neus Aisposuit, —-4 here 1s more folly in oh inscription, than 


1ere rage of antithesis with . 
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out refleftion. But in this botan nizing age, it should, not eae 
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Lge. 2} 
And through the realms of Nature as I trod, 


Bow’d 


ture of a heathen Poet, which is not unworthy of any man 
who acknowledges “ Tus Worker distiné from the work,’ 


Stabat anhela metu, socum Natura TONANTEM 


Resf ricisns b> 


(q) Virgin Rabbets.—l T allude in general to all needless, and 
cruel experiments upon Pare All that breathe, and feel, and 
enjoy the gift of life from their Creator ar e entitled to protection 
from man, under thofe limits and degrees, which an honest and 
upright mind knows without being told. But in this place I 
particularly allude to an anecdote related to me by a friend, of a 
Paper read at the Royal Society in the course of the last winter, 
(1797,) on the subject of generation. The animal, chosen for 


these savage experiments by the merciless Doctor, was the 
Rabbet. Decency and humanity alike forbid the exposure of the 
process, and the mutilation of the parts of generation, before 
and after the animal was impregnated, and I think, in one or two 

of them, before the coitus, Surely to sit calmly and to watch 
with an impure, inhuman, and unl hallowed curiofity the progress 
of the desires, and the extinction of the natural passions in 
devoted animals, after such mutilations and experiments,is a prac- 

tice useless, wicked, foolish, degrading, and barbarous, There 


_ RA, fet ee 
nie nenieretrmeabmpne trending 


| is no justification to be offered. The mystery itself is not to. be 
He disclosed to man. But we will know every thing: I wish we 
would recollect that we must account for our knowledge. When 


an experiment, “for any purpose useful to millions of our fellow- 


creatures, hes been once made upon an animal, it should be 
finally recorded by men of science and veracity, as authentick 
and 


Stat, Achi. I. 1. 488. 
4. 
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throne, and saw (s) the pow’r, of Gov 
In 
and satisfactory, not to be repeated. Sometimes, as I was told, 
the idea of cruelty exercised upon these animals was for a moment 
lost in the ridiculous terms, which were perpetually repeated in 
these papers, which occupied three or four fittings of the R. Se 
My friend told me, that he actually thought that Srr CnarLes 
Bracpen, Knicur ano Secretary to the R. S. had been 
provided with specimens, and that he expected to see Virgiz 
Rabbets, married Rabbets, and matron Rabbets produced from a 
basket on the table to lick, as in scorn and contempt, the very 


mace of a society, which night after night cowld sit and hear such 


a cruel farrago without indignation, but with half-smiles and 


<a at the wirginity of these unprotected, devoted, miserable 


animals, When Papers are publickly offensive, they should be 


publickly reprobated,and not suffered to be produced before the Royal 
Society, upon a pretence of promoting natural knowledge. Wuy 
1As THE SociETY A CounciL? THe Councir should bea lie 
terary and philosophical Grand Fury. If it is not so, it is of no 
use whatsoever, but to gratify the silly vanity of dilettanti noble- 
men and busy Romish Baronets. Ishould think Mr. Puanra, the 


very learned, judicious, accurate, and well informed Secretary to 


the R. S. would be of my opinion. To make such experiments 
as these, is to offer an insult to the Sacrariumof the Moft High. 
For my own part, I would extend the famous speech of the 
garons inthe age of Henry the Third. I would thunder in the 


ears of the President and of the whole Royal Society, as a body, 


eel 


© Nolumus Leges Naturze mutari!” (1797.) 
(r) Here is another savage instance to no end or purpose 

| 

whatsoever, but mere cruel sport of curiosity. The Abbé 


Spalanzani asserts that snails re produce their he oe after the ame 


putation of the original capita. And he made experime 
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numerous beyond belief. But in the Academie des ery 
Cc2 


Ey saan shore 


NADU bembbcdeoesesccttccacrat 8269 0GBIITITHSSSSAHSOISSSIESSIGHOSITSSOSLSIODIVISOSSSIITIIPIIEIOTINAIASIIGIIOISGHGIOISE Fi 


a 


-ilgrw 9 IO 298800009809000000000000000 0000000000000 00nsUasosnSRRERNC CET: een 


ag 


ODD he L®ODODODODD OOOOH DHBHOD®H (OOO85O0509SO920000; 


1) aan 
S 
.) 
® 
i.) 
B 
‘8 
;@ 
3 F 
7 4 
a | . pata 
S 
® Fin tye In tT ‘ tla gta 
+4 gid Wic 9 Bide TX i 9 1H LilG sta 9 
8 
‘9 } yer "We 4 Pie Hi re = Y 1 4 
8 AIP OCICICC, COMMON OFaer, ALL inate. 
8 |] 
9g o™ ct Yr fy Toe y ~Y 
f Wet Wie 
8 ANS A Ve 
‘2 7 q 1 7 > T e a] 13 
z t “ tre ° i ¢ s . 8 arn 1eq 
peak then, the hour demands ; Is Learming fleas 
1 @; 
ia . 5 «. Nie 
: 11 1 Ase laeniain HUE SL ae 
i all her spirit dead ? 
, a 2 a 
: 
5) tT 1 1 at 
os ;-—| + smnralian 5 Tar 
j ra ut LLL 1entings Wat 
_ 
DD, ee ? rt eS 
BP. rom Britanni taf r 
QI pay eae Rae ee poe eee 
i tS and DE GQiuDi.ay ds 
+ a 
q 2 AL bl cn satan dwn ee lee 
Ne! athe ViIr&EuUOSO S trade, 


a 
- 4 1 . q + 1 

mInCeSe etatec Sno wars al gn IrANltimec all grea \ AUT 
JXUILS Obl s, aAlIti WOUIUO, alli VY Oj Widllrs aii are New 4 


PN ongern ct ales Loy fren o® Aan ‘ 
Armies skeletons, (VU) serinons (w) too; 650 


+ ey a OD Hh, SAL re tie i eH 7 1tPacc: bre : ) 
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operation, there have not been above five or fix of them which 


| have, as it ts p d, refroduced their heads.” 
(s) Noepeve naboperai. 
| ot. Paul 
(7) 1 ious Karl of Orford, Horace Walpole. The 
spirit ¢ hich he introduced was. rather frivolous 


though pleasing, and his Otranto Ghosts have propagated their 
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(v)° The language of the House of Commons. It should 
i > 

' 


have been in other terms. ‘* Sunt lacryme rerum, et mentem 
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mortalia tangun Sorrow is sacred, and should have the lan 
guage of Gade on even from the e lips of a Statesman. 
fort } Spa Cjar Aner Beas hy « oe} a with At nendix 
(Wy sce Llaude $s Essay On a Sermon with an A ppenalx, 
containing one hundred Skeletons of Sermons, &e 
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Simeon, M.A. Fellow of King’s College Cambridge. 1790.— 
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Spa Fl inate, . De, soli wh ete. prinieaes ce cme +cPRy a c 
sive and infeeling in Parliament during the m1s¢ sries of war. 


(x) See the ‘ Origine des Decouvertes attribueés aux 
nf 5 nA ae NE: ga: ae La eet Pee Te Aaah: 
Modernes”’ 4tO par iMionsieul VUTENS. 1797+ The work is 


rather entertaining, but by no means encouraging, if the ingenious 


=) 


Author did not saeiattes substitute conjecture for froof. He 
observes, page 130, in histenth chapter, ‘that the dcttom of a 
lence we may see the stars at noon-day, may be 
“* imagined to be the primitive telescope.”? Mr. Dutens 
calm contemplation at the bottom of bis ancient pit, and 


Vhs 
natural primitive telescope see whatever Dest picases 


; fa did 
For my own part I prefer the prospect from a clili 
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(y} I have in various parts of this Poem spoken of those 
Writers, wno have done honour to Great Britain. It is not 
eh BAe BA Pe che is 1] thaw } a ER aE ge & 
jndeed possidie rOr mé€ to mame alé those who, €ven how, iorm that 


constellation of ability and talents, which. has been or may yet 
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be displayed ; and which Plutarch might call, in language some- 
what lofty, (I think in his Treatise de Placitis: Philosophoram) 
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(z) The deeply-learned Translator and Commentator on 
Jeremiah, &c. &c. B, Blayney, D. D. Regius Professor of 
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Hebrew, ey ion.of Christ Church, Oxford. 

(2) As The French Revolution and its Consequences must 
occupy and alarm the thoughts of every man whe reflects, and 
stands in awe of the misery and desolation which have been 
ught upon the earth, and of the judgments which may be 
yet impending over Europe, I think I may be excused by many 
persons for the note which I am now writing. But first I 
recommend to all those who either ignorantly, or inconsi~ 


resumptuously deny, reject, or vilify 
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foolishness. They have neither part nor lot in such a discus- 
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sion. But under this restriction, and under this impression, I 


am inclined to extend the subject a little, and would call the 


publick attention with much earnestness to some few parts of a 
book, printed in the beginning of the year 1788 in 4to, intitled 


‘* Morsels of Criticism, tending to illustrate some passages 


in the holy seriptures upon philosophical principles, and an 
enlarged 
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enlarged view of things: by Enwarp Kine, Esa. F.R 
printed for Rabson and Robinson, in 1788.” The title of it is 


objeftionable on every account, open to ignorant ridicule, and 
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ae 
unadvised; buat had a second edition of the work been called 
for, it might easily have been altered. 

The author of it appears to me, (J speak from his book) to be a 
gentleman of extensive erudition and ingenuity, and of accurate 
biblical knowledge, perhaps a little too fond of theory, and 
sometimes a little whimsical in his application of natural phi- 
losophy ; but never without a serious intention and a profound 
piety. He never forgets the nature of the subjeds he is treating. 
He seems to approach the sacred writings with that prostration 


of mind, that distrust of his own powers, and that self-abase- 
ment, which are reguired of those, who desire to look into the 


nidden things of God. I speak of the spirit by-which he appears 


to me to be conducted, and ‘ ids it) J speak from the work 
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alone. 1 shall contend for no interpretations given by Mr. King; 
but I propose them to publick ea ation. I never observed 


more caution and more wariness than bs this writer. 
We know, that it is declared, that ‘‘ the book of Prophecy is 


sealed zi// the time of completion.’ But the events of the world, 


‘ful and so alarming as to il- 
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duce us to believe, that they happen not without the immediate 


providence, and decree of THE SUPREME BEING against the 


superstition and SRF NAD of man, and for the fulfilling of the 

preparation for those times, when ‘* the Kingdoms of this world 

mutt (in defiance of all human policy) become the kingdoms of God 
and of his. Christ!”’ 
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ry, contrasted with real Christianity.”? By William Wil- 
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persons have their doubts as to the theological principles of 
this work in their full extent, and I fear it is too rigid and exclu- 
sive in it’s doctrines. There is also too much of a sectarian 
language, which cannot be approved. But of the inte; ation, 
oS oO f 
virtue, learning, and patriotism of the eloquent and well in- 
formed Senator, I have the most honourable and decided opi- 
nion. His work is vehement, impassioned, urgent, fervid, 3 


stant; though sometimes copious to prolixity, and in a few parts 
even to tediousness. Perhaps it is the production of an orator rather 
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than of a writer, I should think-it had been dictated, Through- 
out the whole, there is a manly fortitude of thought, firm and 
unshrinking. Br it for my own part, ce obvious reasons, I dislike 
the term, “* Real Christianity,”’ as exclusi ively applied to any set of 
I circum- 
stances, I would not indeed take theology from Athanasius or 
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(b) The Reverend. Thomas Gisborne, MI. A. Auth 
an Enquiry into the Duties of Men, &c. ana or the Female Sex, 


&c. &c. eminently entitled to the publi 


(c) The Rev. J. H. Pott, M. A. the learned and excellent 
Arch-deacon of St. Alban’s. In his writings instructive, la- 
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borious in his office, and exemplary in his life, and in his 


profession. 


(2) Richard Joseph Sulivan, Esq. F. R. S. and F, A. & 
author of Philosophical Rhapsodies, &c.” and of a work en- 
titled «« A View of Nature, in Letters toa Traveller among the 
<¢ Alps, with Reflections on pinned cal I 
*s plified in France, in six vol. 8vo.” A 
general utility, digested from original writers with judgm¢ 
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| Vlid worlds and worlds revolving as they pass, 580 
Pours 

' 

tive manner. It appears to be intended merely as an introduction 

| » works of deeper science; and I consider it in this light. I 

i cwell with affection on such a character as Mr. Sulivan; and, if 

this were the place, and if India were the Bere: I. might make 


POOOOSODOOOOOD 


terschell’s new doctrine concerning the Materia 
ro) 

Solaris, has attracted much attention among the learned. I offer 

to their consideration a curious passage, which I met with 


en I was reading with avery different purpose. ‘The Plas 


D Rg : bl PS (oh a il ae tes a he 
tonick ProcLus, in the third book of the eee on the 
a | s 2 t Ntacter mentiane y 
Timeeus of his great Master, mentions hat Aristo tle (whom, 
1 1A Ne ei POMEL ROD eet fy) NED 7 Pa) | ely oe pene FS : 
surely with justice, Ne Calis 0 Gaupacros AA pioToTEeATs ) hints, 


that the Sun and the Stars ave net absolutely bodies of fires 


tuctenstuaneaewe m 
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Phe words are these: ‘** Toy trav Acrowy xo XLb AUTOY 
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ment. ia Timzeum Platonis, Edit. Bas 4. P Tat. it ere 
| is another singular passage (not so explicit as this from Proclus) 
| A | l th nead of Plotinu 


€ } é Hide ar 12 
the Platonicorum Coryphzus, as he has been called: he talks 
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} 2 toes Vea tegen tle c ‘ i | * 9 
also, rather quaintly from Aristotle, of a ‘* tue Tm! Twy Aorpwy 
' 4s a 
' 

’ DPA+: rene th 
atpocQopov Quce:.’” Plotin: Ennead. 2'L. 1. pag. 99, &c. Edit: 
if i t 


Rasile cum Comment. Ficini —The reader is referred to Dr. 


1c 


Herschell’s most curious a ‘On the Nature and Construc- 
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tion of the Sun and Fixed Stars.” Phil, Trans. Part. I. 17956 
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Pouts the full cluster’d radiance 


bial? 


from on high; 


That fathomless abyss of Deity. 

Who in the depth abstruse of intellect 

A greater now than Waring (g) shall expect ? 

Lo, where Philosophy extends her sway, 

Guides future Navies o’er the trackless way, 

More voluble and firm ; so, strong in thought, 

The royal Synod Atwood (%) sate and taught. 

Who may forget thee, (7) Beattie ? rustick (4) Burns; 

And all his artless wood-notes Scotland mourns. 599 

With 

(c) Edward Waring, M. D. Professor of the Mathematicks 

in the University of Cambridge. (1797.) 


(4) See a Paper in the Philos. Trans. 1796. Part I. entitled 
€ The Construction and Analysis of geometrical propositions 
determining the positions assumed by homogeneal bodies which 
float freely and at rest, on a fluid surface, also determining the 
stability of ships and other floating bodies, by GEoran Arwoop, 
Esq. F. R.S.” The R.S. presented Mr. Atwood with their 
medal on this occasion.—The names of Herschel], Atwood, 
Maskelyne, Cavendish, Woollaston, Milner, &c. dignify the 
Royal Society. We have yet some “ Master Builders in the 
Sciences,” as Mr. Locke once expressed himself, (Preface to 
his Essay onthe H. U.) (1797) 


(i) James Beattie, L.L.D, Author of * The Minstrel, a Poem 
in two books.’’ Itis for ever to be regretted that this true Poet, 
Da and 
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mind dwells upon i, particularly a) 
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my boyish days at $C P60b. 
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1 st VAS Slots teig Y } 8 7 
(2) Robert Burns. The Ayreshire Ploughman. An original 
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(2) William Cowper, Esq. Author of “ The ais oe Om 
Mesawy tepn doors! Such are the words of the divine Ascrzan, 
. . rr Le uses s at ed On Our oWHR Part nassus, 
inhis Theogonia. Of these Muses se u Sus, 
it may be said, 

‘‘ There did they sit, and do their holy deed, 
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That pleas’d both heaven and earth.” 
Bishop Hall’s Satires.-B. r.°S. 2. 
The conclusion of the Poet’s-work is so sacred, so dignified, so 
ft unequalled in. simplicity and unaffected piety, that I hope nane 
will read it without those sensations, and without that improve- 
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ne Ne a 
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ent, it seems designed to inspire. 
Bur ALL 18 IN HIS HAND Whos tee I seek; 


Wie In vain the Poet sings and the world hears, 


TIT 


If uz regard not, though divine the theme. 
?Tis not in artful measures, in the chime 
And idle tinkling of a minstrel’s lyre, 

To Te His ear, who looks upon the heart 


SS 


Whose frown can disappoint the proudest strain, 
Whose arabian poeple even mine.”” 
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See, with the fire of youth how art combines, 


When Milton’s muse with Westall’s (//) penciljoins! 


To bid her comick Patriet be our own. 


High 


(il) The magnificent edition of Milton by Boydell and 
Nicol, with Westall’s designs. Musarum Dona vocarem. 


fF) Ry 


(1) Richard CumBertanpn, Esq. an atithor of various 
talents, and of very considerable learning. It is scarcely 


necessary to enumerate his compositions, in particular his dra» 
matick works, which have received the sanction of publick 
esteem. In my opinion he has done very great service to 
the cause of morality and of literature. He is author of a 
work called ** The Observer,’”’ and from the translations, in 


that work, of the fragments of the Greek comick writers, 
I believe all learned readers will agree, that he is the only 
man inthe kingdom (with whom we are fublickly acquainted) 


equal to the translation of Aristophanes. I wish it were to be 
the amusement of his.retired hours. I shall never think he has 
been ‘ publick too long.’? But as he has quitted the stage, 
(as he has affirmed himself, though Poets sometimes will make 
Faise Impressions,) sach a translation would be an easy, yet an 
adequate and honourable employment for a man of unques- 
tionable genius, versatility of talents, and knowledge of the 


world, and @ consummate master of the poetical language of our 


est ancient dramatick writers. Let us hope that Aristophanes 
may yet beourown, (July 1797.) 
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High from the climes of Latium’s happier day 


| 
=a 
O 


Muse on Roscoe (m) darts her noontide ray; 
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And with each soft, each hep oii 601% 
Sheds gleams of peace on Melmoth’s (7%) hor ur. 


Lo, Granta hatls (what need the Sage to name?) 


Her lov’d Iapis en the banks of Cam ; (@) 


cm) William Roscoe, Esq, the historian of Lorenzo de Medici 
called the Magnificent... See the P. of L. Dialogue II. at the 


ba aR) 


(2) Wittram Meutmorts, ais a most elegant and ie 
guished writer, ** near halfan age wit! hevery good man’s praise.’ 
His ftranslation of Cicero and Pl iny will ll speak for him, while 
Roman and English eloquence can be united. Mr, Melmoth is 
a happy example of the mild influence of Jearning on a culti- 
vated mind, I mean of that learning which is declared to be the 


PIOCOOSOOHODOOGCeD 


Hh aliment of youth, and the delight and consolation of declining 


DOODOODOOOLD DSS 


years. Who would not envy this ‘* FoRTUNATE OLD MAN” 


is 


his most finished translation and comment on Tully’s Caro? 


r rather, who. would not rejoice in the refined and mellowed 


POOOCHLPOOTOHOOoHOSOOOSO 


tc of. so accomplished a gentleman, and so liberal a 


scholar? (1797.) 


(o) I wish, (and every Etoniam and every member of the 


University of Cambridge of good character will join me heart 
and hand) that this great, disinterested, virtuous, and CONSUM- 

faTE SCHOLAR AND Puysre1aNn, zow by learning and religion 
conducttd: 
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While to the goal in their sublime career 


Bryant and Burke (4) the torch triumphant bear. 
Whence 


conducted with dignity to the close of Iffe, may be known by 
this affectionate verse to all posterity, ‘* The fov’d Iaris on the 
banks of Cam.” 

} 


Diis DILECTE SENEX, te Jupiter equus oportet 

Nascentem, et miti lustrarit lumine Phebus 

ee nepos; neque enim wisi charus ab orts 

Diis superis poterit magno favisse poetz. 

Hinc te geeva viret lento sub flore Senectus, 

Nondum deciduos servans Tizi frontis honores, 

Ingeniumque UIZENS, et adultum mentis acumen. 

Ergo Ego te Clits et magni nomine Pheebi 

Manse ee JUBEO LONGUM SALVERE PER ZVUM: 
Mitton ap Mansume 


know not what should restrain me on this occasion. For the 
eternal honour of the University of Cambridge, ix this our age, 
to the following names which I have selected with the severest 
judgment of which I am capable, Gray, Hurp, OGDEN, 
Barouy, and Bryant, I will add the name of herDilectus lapis, 


mROBERT GLYNN! 


TANTO HOMINI FIDUS, TANTZ WIRTWTIS AMATOR ? 


(Nov. 1797.) 


(p) Itis to be wished, that these Two GREAT MEN nay 70% 
conclude their political and literary labours. Finem dignum et 


ofitima wito et opere sanctissimo faciant!” (6) 
Since 


(2) Quintil. Lib, 12. Cap. 12. 
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\Whence is that groan? no more Britannia sleeps, 
But o’er her lost Muszeus (¢) bends and weeps. 


Lo, 


Since writing the above, when I heard of the death of that 
UNEQUALLED man, the Rt. Hon. Epmunp Burks;t I could 
only say, to my friend, 

H pore AVYLNS 


Tlevoeat AYVEAINS % un WDENAE ever Oar° 


Kara: TIHAEIAH2! 


Such was my veneration for TH1s Great Man, when living, 
such is the depth of my homage, and the secret affliction of my 
spirit at his departure. It appears tome expedient and grateful, 
that we should all remember and revere THE MAN to whose 
primal exertions (it cannot be repeated too frequently) we orzgz- 
nally owe the publick sense of the moral, political, and religious 
danger of England from the grand crushing CaBaL, grou nded and 
rooted in France, and branching out and overshadowing all 
Europe. I speak, as I think, in sincerity. We cannot indeed, 
without much reflection, understand the /v// nature and extent 


of 


+ July 1797.—See Mr. Burke’s character, in “ The Imperial 
Epistle from Kien Long, Emperor of China, to George the Third 
of Great Britain, v..117. page 19. Edit. &vo. As far as 
depends upon me, the words of Pindar shall be verified on this 
great man: 

Tov mev ers Savovr? Aadays 

Bairovr’® “Ado o8 

Ilapa re mupav taQov 
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Foray, emt Opvivoy Te TOAUPH[LOV ” EN EUAVs Edozes 
Apa % A€avaros 

Eorov ye Dura nar Ob1wcvov tuys Ded didomere 


Pind, Isth. O. & 
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40, every Grecian, every British Muse 


's the recent flow’rs, and gracious dews, 610 


Where Mason lies; he sure their influence felt, 


his breast each soft affection dwelt, 


And in 
That love and friendship know ; each sister art, 
With all that Colours, and that Sounds impart, 


All that the sylvan theatre can grace, 

b CRA _ | 99 
Allin the soul of Mason “‘ FOUND THEIR PLACE: 
Low - 


of the publick obligation to Mr. Burke. I would not vindicate 
any man from the cradle to the grave; much less a politician 
and a statesman. ‘The very region of Politicks is baneful; it is 
too frequently, * the soil the Vices like.” Every statesman, in or 
out of power, knows his own meanness, the turbulence of his 
passions, the rattles of office, the irritation of opponents, the 
jealousy of rank, and the impatience of consorted power. All 
this is true. But still, when I have revolved the various labours 
of Epmunp Burke,and THE CAUSE HE HAS MAINTAINED, (aS it 
generally regards government, religion, and society, not the details 
of the war and it’s conduct) I say, with this allowance for the 
feverous frailty of the passions, and the taint of mortality in all 
our best actions, I would record in lasting characters, and in 
our holiest and most honourable temple, the departed Orator of 
England, the Statesman, and the Christian, Epmunp Burxe! 
“6 Remuneratio ejus Cum ALTISSIMO 1? (1997) 


Ao 


(q). The Rev. William Mason, M. A. author of Elfrida, 
Caractacus, Museus a Monody on Mr. Pope, The English 


Garden, &c. &c. &c. Kc. 
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Low sinks the laurell’d head; in Mona’s land 

I see them pass, *tis Mador’s drooping band, 

To harps of woe in holiest obsequies, 615 

«* In yonder grave, they chant, our Druip “es!” 
He (r) too, whom Indus and the Ganges mourn, 

The glory of their banks, from Isis torn, 

In learning’s strength is fled, in judgment’s prime, 

In science temp’rate, various, and sublime ; 


To him familiar every legal doom, 


“The courts of Athens, or the halls of Rome, 


Or Hindoo Vedas taught; for him the Muse 

Distill’d from every flow’r Hyblzan dews ; 

Firm, when exalted, in demeanour grave, 

Mercy and truth were his, he lov’d to save. 630 

His mind collected; at opinion’s shock 

Jones stood unmov’d, and from the Christian rock, 

Ceelestial brightness beaming on his breast, 

He saw THE STAR, aud worshipp’d in the East. 
Thou 


(r) Srr Witrram Jones. One of; the Judges of the 
Sapreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, &c. &c, &c. &e. 
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Thon too, Octavius, that dread hour must feel, 
Nor eloquence, nor wit, nor patriot zeal, 
Nor piety sincere without the show, 
Nor ever Piagi: tr? 0 
Nor every grace Pierian pow rs bestow 


From pure Ilyssus, and the Latian shore, 


<A 


¥ v 


What Swift, or great Erasmus feit before, 6c 
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May save thee !—yet, yet long, so friendship calls, 


AVa 
May guardian angels hover round the walls, 
Where love and virtue fix their blest abode, 


Friend of thy country, servant of thy God! (s) 


Octavius yes, it is, it fhall be mine, 


With praise appropriate (4) still to grace my line s 


Ta 


(s) In this political and depressing period, it is some comfort 


to divert the attention for a moment to such characters of 


literary and poetical excellence as The Rev. William Mason, 
le to add my own Octavius. 


and Sir William Jones; and to be able 
Octavius Optimus, are the legitimate 
With an allowance for the partiality of friendship, (and who 


that ever felt fuch an affection will 
he must zeither be understood nor named, 


words of Horace. 


refuse to grant it) and with 
sorrow that zow [ assert 


with truth, that Ocravius is formed to 
state, though contented and 


move among the 


ee, 
eS 


higheft and the foremoft in the 
submitting to act in a station, certainly 
inadequate to his faculties, “2 vornee atatis nostree gloriam!? (1797-4 


not without honour, yet 
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To mark where Gentus soars, beyond controul, 
With Mantuan judgment and the Theban soul ; 


Correct, 


(5) It is pleasing and satisfactory to think, that ed. books 


oC 
oO 
which are absolutely reguired to strengthen, exalt, purify, and 
inform the understanding, and consequently to correct and 
enlarge the affections and the heart, are of easy access and of 


easy PFS With the luxury of learning and the modern 


wr 


elegance of tvpes and paper, I have nothing to do, but earnestly 
tio defrecate all needless exiravavance, and brilliant felly in new 
Vig / Pi Ee 


publications, if they are designed to be of service to the world, 


and to be purchafed. The auguft and fublime monuments of 


religion and of genius may be adorned without blame, or rather 
with great commendation. When the Bible, Shakspeare, and 


Milton appear in all the splendour of typographick art, and 
the magnificence of decoration from the pencil, who does not 


feela secret pride in the honour reflected on the discerning 


3° 
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Niberality of his country? Such books maybe considered as 
typographical pictures of eminent artists. Pictures however 
are not necessary for the closet of a student; but they may 
adorn the museum of a nation or an university, and dignify the 
repositories of the opulent and patrician literati. Atticus 
is magnificent in such patronage, theugh Rutilus may incur 
some censure. This isa noble and laudable use of the super- 
fuity of wealth. It is also political in the highest degree. In 
times like these, men of talents and genius, when unemployed 
and let loose upon the world, become too frequently the pests 
of society, and the canker worms of the community.—It is 
indeed high time to awake out of sleep, and to discern the 
peculiar use of every blessing. In all our actions, we should 
have a view to the stability of society and of well-regulated 


government, 


Correct, majestick, copious, full, and strong, 
In arts, inarms, in eloquence, or song ; 650 
Still proud to vindicate unseen, unknown, 


The State, the Laws, the Altar, and the Throne. 
CLC a Ve 
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May truth pr eside and virtue 


Still be your knowledge temp’rate and (¢) discreet, 


government. It becomes ws all to observe and separate the 
eo and unvatying laws of order from the principles of 


confusion, and the dictates of sound sense from the wildness 


of ungoverned fancy, and of presumptuous intellect, The 
grand end and aim may at last be thus effected; and we may, 


by choice and conviction, turn from Jyiag vanities to the spirtt 


of truth and of life. 


(e) The advice of Octavius is good, but not applicable toa 
mati so insignificant as his friend. But to men of knowledge 
and of ability in every department of life it is of deep impor- 
tance. I lament and am indignant, when I think of such a scho- 
lar as Dr. Parr, and the waste of erudition and talents. Let 


him stand for a genus. “ Knowledge alone is not our proper 


happiness. Men of deep research and curious enquiry should 
ce a ’ a 2 or aA 9 
just be put in mind, of fo mistake what they are doing.” 


The 
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Though not as Jones sublime, as Bryant great; 


Prepar’d 


The want of discretion and prudence has ruined more men 
of learning and genius than the time would allow me to 
mention. Without this sobriety of intellect nothing is strong, 
nothing is great. Without this prudence, without this discern- 
ment of time and cireumstance, and the habit of regularity, 
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without an attention to the decencies of society and of common 
life, and of the principles by which all men, however gifted, 
ust indiscriminately be conducted, all our attainments are 
nothing worth. They will never procure us esteem or respec- 
tability among men. The world will but smile at such scholar 
and ministers, when called upon to promote them, will 
tell you not without reason, ‘* they are not froducible.’+ Let 
me give two passages on this subject, one from Milton, the 
other from Dr. Johnson, variously applicable and of deepest 
consequence. 
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*¢ He who reads 


Incessantly, and to his reading brings not 
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piritand judgment equal or superior, 
Uncertain and unsettled still remains, 
Deep versed in books, and shallow in himself, 
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Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys, 

Hi As children gathering pebbles on the shore.” 

| P.R. b. 4. v. 322, 
To men of genius (as at least they are called) Dr. Johnson 

gave this solema admonition: This relation (of the life of 
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+ The words of the Duke of Newcastle on such an occasion, 
when he was Prime Minister in George the Second’s reign. 
They were spoken of a Man, whose genius, talents, eloquence, 


and erudition honoured and supported the Church of England, 
Aad he was not fromoted, 
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repar’d to prove (/) in Senate, ‘or the Hall, 


 SavaGE) will not be wholly without it’s use, if those who, in 


“ confidence of superior capacities or attainments, disregard the 
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® common maxims of life, shall be reminded that nothing will supply 
“ the want of prudence, and .that negligence and irregularity, 


* long continued, will make knowledge useless, wit ridiculous, and 


“© genius contemptible.” ‘+. Johnson’s Life of Savage, at the 
eonclusion. 


‘“‘ Deign on the passing world to cast thine eyes, 


* And pause. awhile from letters, TO BE WISE. 


(f) No factions ever proceeded fo attemit A REVOLUTION 
? 


in any country, but first under the pretence and through the Me- 


dium of a Rerorm. We have been told with effrontery and 


with falshood, that the Constitution é England exists only in 


the imagination; ‘yet we may read the Bill of Rights. The 
fact is this, Modern framers of a constitutions -will 


never be satisfied, till they are laid down like the elements of 


mathematicks in the manner of Euclid. Definitions, Axioms, Pos- 


apres propositions, buils 


a 


tulates, primary propositions, anc 

upon and aoved by the’ preceding, with corollaries and deduc 

tions. One strange writer, (perhaps it is the first time the 

reader ever heard of him) says, “ a ConsTITUTION must be 

produced entire, and at the same time: it must be simple in it’s con- 

struction, a PERFEC all it’s parts’? Malkin’s Essays on 
QO; 


T 
Civilization, Svo. (1795) p. 122. I had fondly thought that 


Lord Bacon had distinguished the wo orks of. nature from those 
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of art, in that masterly and memorable sentence, “ Natura 
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omnium partum rudimenta simud parit et procreat.”’ + Lt 
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hat states by learning rise, by learning fall; 


suppose a political Constitution is the work of human art. 


Indeed if Mr, Malkin were describing a jerfect poem,’ epick 
or tragick, he could not have expressed himself more critically. 
Yet thus it is, that ovr present theoretical writers sport with 
man and his passions. They certainly consider ws allas passive 
machines, and ¢shey affly their laws, with as much cool indif- 
ference to their fellow-creatures, and with as little feeling, as 
they would aly he axe, ot any mechanical instrument, to lop 
tree or to raise a weight. . Their systems uniformly proceed 
on this principle. They never vary: Mercy is not in all their 

e is no allowance for human frailty, no 
revision of judgment. Man has offended: he must die the 
FB Ble samme 
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We have all seen and felt, wat the revolutionary principle 


hac Rhadamanthus habet puRISSIMA REGNA. 
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We must never for a moment forget, that THE OBJECT OF 
France, from her first Revolution, has been and 18 TO CHANGE 
THE GOVERNMENT IN EVERY STATE IN EvURoPE, and in 
every other part of the world which she can pervade or infiuence. Look in 
Germany, in Belgium, in Italy, in Switzerland, in Spain, in the 
isles of the Eastern or of the Western Archipelago ; cast your 
view, broad and unrestrained, from the dominions of the Porte 
to the banks of the Ohio or the Missisippi, not a state, not 

fortress, not a work, not a fragment of nature or of art, not 
a cliff, not a torrent, not a precipice, but has felt the shock 
and impulse of revolutionary terror.  Adysus abysum invocat ! 
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One deep has called upon another, the winds have blown the 
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signal of encounter, and the cataracts are roaring and conflict- 


ing; or in the resounding language of the poet of Panopolis §, 
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I must claim excuse and indulgence for my expressions; if indeed 
it can be required at an hour like the present. My mind is either 
borne down, or hurried away. with the terrors of impending 
desolation, and the overthrow or confusion of fixed, regulated 
established government. My sensations are solitary ; but they 

are deep. Ty Qunmny us Ovepxeras Pou.Paie. I have indeed 


L 
i 
L 


the consolation of affectionate and honourable friendship, and 
I am not without the approval of a few who are wise and good : 
but I cannot say, that ‘ in my life time I have had too much of 
noise and compliment. {” I have risen in silence: and in peac 


and privacy it is my desire to set, and to depart. But can any of 


us see what we have seen, and not labour to avert it from ou 
ONS LES Recah Fee ates PIAS Uo roa AN Pee ee: 
own country? If I could conceive a man of less political signifi- 


} waity «6A moe 
cance than myself, (not from my enaeavo 
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ation,) 1 would call even on him f 
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also add stil! more fervently, that if all and each of us, who feel 

he time, and the power of Oe days of darkness and of desolatins 
th 4 

tyranny, can be persuaded in the spirit of seriousness and of 
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temperate national piety, “ to offer up prayers and supphcations, witl 


Tr s re) ed Thee cet. .t ag fens 
§ Nonnus Dionys. Lib. 41. v. 84. p. 1069. Edit. Hanoy. 1Gi0. 
sh . E ete NIT1] Af th aig 
+ An expression in the affecting Will of the Kt. H. Edmund 
Burke. What declaration, what testimo: what experience 
me | “ Vera bo lis multum diversa, 
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in principle sedate, to shun Reform ; 66d 


with strong cries unio Him, WHO IS YET ABLE TO SAVE US 
FROM DEATH; who knows, but that ** We may Yer bé 
heard, 1n that we have feared?” 


The object, the undiverted object of France is THE OVERTHROW 
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er Encranp! Nos Nostragus, the form of our government; 


the fundamental laws, and principles by which py operty 
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acknowleds ed, and SECURED. These have been attacked by +N 
by storm, by breach, by sedition, by the arms of ribaldry, of 
obscenity, of blasphemy. At one time they open upon us the 


Hoodgates of treafon and madness, at another they sap the 


founiation by a circuitous stream winding and working unper- 
ceived. We appeal to facts and actions, not-to promises and 
declarations, They know that a. Revolution can alone be effected 
by a political Reform: there is no ether mode. «J speak not of 
conquest by war, 
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A State may prove bankrupt; but -I would inculcate 
it with peculiar earhestness, that, A REVOLUTION I8 
‘NOT THE NECESSARY CONSEQUENCE OF BANKRUPTCY. I 
view with fear the finances of Great Britain, but not 
Me without a rational hope of final, though tardy restos 
| ration. § The proposal of Reform is my specifick appre- 
Fension. J would strenuously resist all the proposers of 
: Reform: Mr. ‘Pitt formerly, and Mr, Gray at present. I 
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§ In the year 17 40, Lord Bolingbroke wrote to Sir W. Wynd- 
: ham on the state of publick affairs, during che Secession from 
Parliament, 
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he British Constitution of Government is at ‘a GREAT 
cates which must turn eiiher to life or.death. The disease cannot 
be long borne. God knows, whether the remedies can.’ ~Coxe’s 
Memoirs of. Sir Robert Wal ipole. Correspondence; Vol, 3. p.351. 

Fifty 
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To mark man’s intellect, it’s strength and bound, 
Nor 


confess I never could understand the great Lord Chatham’s 
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celebrated expression of ** infusing a portion of zeqw health in- 
to the constitution to enable it to bear it’s infirmities.” Junius 
{in his very last letter) calls it ** brilliant and full of intrinsick 
wisdom.” For my own part, | think it is but false glitter, and 
full of intrinsick nonsense, when applied politically. It is the mere 
rage of metaphor. It is to call the mind a sheet of white pa 
per, till at last we are brought to think the resemblance to be 
the very thing signified. The use of metaphor is to illustrate, 
not to prove. 


Government, take it in any of it’s complex forms, can 


be carried on but in ‘three ways: by unsullied principle and 
undeviating virtue in the Governors, and perhaps in the 
people; 


Fifty eight years have passed since this was written. The state of 
the National Debt at that period, and the danger of Facobitism, 
may be compared with the burthen of the present time, and the 
horrors.of French Facobinism. The present Seceders from Par- 
liament will do well to confider their predecessors in this ridi- 
culous, or rather wicked, scheme. Bolingbroke, in a subsequent 
letter to Sir W. Wyndham, says; ‘* The Jacobite party in 
‘¢ Britain is an wn-organized lump of inert matter, without a prin- 
“‘ ciple of dife or action init, capable of modility perhaps, but 
‘more capable of diwisibility, and utterly word of spontaneous 
‘© motion.’ (Coxe’s Memoirs. Vol. 3. p. 555.) If it were 
possible to describe a party by it’s opposite qualities, how curious 
and fearful is it to contrast the modern French JacoBin Padction 
in Great Britain. Whatever be it’s size, or dimensions, it is 
nothing but organization, quick matter, life and aGion, immobility 
ivt principle, full of spontaneous motion, one and indivisible, 
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or deem stability on change to found ; 
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To 


péople; by force and terror; or by mitigated law and influ- 
ence. Who does not wish for the first? Who expects to see 
itr In states highly civilized, the mixed mode of law and influ- 
ence on the minds of free agents appears to me the only mode 
in which tranquillity, security, and genera! happiness can be 
tolerably preserved, with the allowance of human frailty. I 
detest cortuption, open or secret, as much as any man. But 
when I fee an assembly formed on any principles however sub- 
lime, or deep, or disinterested, I remember it is formed of men. 
Menander said long ago ; AvOgumos! ixavn mpoPacis. It is man; 
hfs name explains the rest. “I never will consent: to think, that 
Government is a matter of perpetual experiment. I would graft 
new regulations upon the old principles by a very gradual 
removal of what is absurd, obsolete, useless, or an incumbrance. 
Jt was the boast of Citizen Lord Stanhope, that he would teach 
the Judges law, and the Bishops réligion. I have no such 
ambition: but at present I would‘ recomntend to Charles 
Abbott Esq. M.P.the new Digé:ter of “our Laws, not to’ be too 
subtle in the procéss, Mr. Abbott is a gentleman of learning, 
virtue, ability, and upright conduct; but in such a cause the 
best among us muft be warned of the danger of experiment. 
"O naspos o&0s, '% weipe oQedgpn, said the Father of Physick in 
the depth of his aphorismick wisdom. ‘But cAution is nat 
timidity. It is not every political chemist who can throw off into 
his work the spirit of legislation, unmingled with the grosser 
dregs and feculence of the mass. 


Let us new, and at all times, be vigilant with determinate 
courage, We know, beyond the possibility of a doubt, 
what freedom, what’ equality of power among “the citizens, 


what 
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tae) 
to teel with Mirabeau, that «* Words are Things,”’(¢} 

ites While 
What fraternity, what comfort, what happiness, and what 
security France has offered, and given too, to all countries, which 
have either bowed voluntarily, or have been subjeGted;, to her 
tyranny. Take Cicero’s expressions, Astothemselves; Licet, 
quod videtur, publicum judicare: quod judicaverint, vendere.”? 
As to other nations, friend or foe; <* Perspici. non potest, 
utrum severitas acerbior, an benignitas queestuosior sit.’”? Such are 
the words in that elaborate and consummate Oration by Cicero 
on the Agrarian Law, which every man would do well to read and 
consider in the original, or in a translation. It is peculiarly 
pertinent to the present time. When Demosthenes raised his 
mighty voice against a decree proposed by Aristocrates, he 
bespoke the attention of his audience as to a private man, who 
had neither part in the adininistration of the state, nor influ- 
ence from his connections. He bespoke their favour on this 
ground., He thought the interest of Athens was alone a sufli- 
cient plea, ‘ Ewsdeyv sx: rwy evoxarsvtwy spac, ede Toy 
FETOMTEUIMEVOY, HOLL THETEVOLEVOY Tae’ UKEV WY, Tpayne TAL 
nEetov Onur OssFery Ket payweyov.’ + For my own part awithout any 
other pretensions, political or literary, than the love I feelto my 
country, her Jaws, her religion, her ordinances, and her govern- 
ment, and the labour I have exerted.to underftand and to pre- 
serve them, I, would earnestly and affectionately remind my 
Countrymen in this perilous and pressing hour, of the eloguent 
words of Demonax, as they are recorded by Lucian; ‘Constitutions 


“* and doctrines like these you will never decree, till you hawe fitf rem 


“* moved or overthrown THE ALTAR OF MERCY !” The words of 
the original are full of dignity: Mn mporspov, w AQnvato, 


Andioec be, av un te EAEOY coy Cajrov nabernre®. 


nd 


+ Kare Aportoxparss.;. Demosth.Ed.Gr.Benen. 570. p. 403, 
* Lucian, Demonax. p. 555. Ed, Fol. Bourdelotii. 
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While in Delusion’s ear their magick rings, 
Through 


(o) Acelebrated saying of the famous Mirabeau, in the begin- 
ning of the French revolution.—I would, in this concluding 
note, observe with great earnestness and affection to my Country, 
that in all the departments of society, government, religion, 
cr literature, the French have at all times maintained ONE 
UNVARYING SYSTEM OF DECEPTION, when under the ancient 
monarchy, or zow under the iron, unrelenting tyranny of their 
new republick, Their manner of reasoning is, and always has 
been, fophistical. We are in perpetual danger of being misled 
by the appearance of reason. We have always ground for dis- 
trust. Take a specimen from thousands and tens of thousands 
of instances. Many years ago, in a collection entitled ‘‘ Let- 
tres Historiques et Politiques,” a French Statesman used these 
words to Mr. D’Alembert. ‘¢ Je ne veux point admettre dans 
‘© les arréts de Conseil uz vrai trivial, une clarté trop familiere. 
‘6 Je veux a2 vrai de recherche, une clarté eleganté, une naivete 
‘¢ fine, toute brillante de termes pompeux, releves inopinément de 
‘© phrases arrondies, de vocatifs ixtermediazres et d’adverbes zx- 
& définis.’+ Nothing can be more charateristick of French 
Statesmen. Be but sufficiently wzintelligtble, have but your 
vocatifs intermediaires et your adverbes indefinis, aud the business 
is done, Language without meaning, phrases to blind the 
people, and ideas to delude. But when the scheme is accom- 
plished, and avhen they obtain the power, their language is perfectly 

intelligible. 
Next take an inftance in Literature. Men of-learning have 
always had a proper value for the Greek language, for reasons 
too 


+ Lett. Hist. et Polit. Vol. 4. p. 176. 
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Through states, or armies, in the camp, or street, 


And 


too obvious for me to state,. In generalthe French are ignorant 
of it. Indeed Mr, Camus (the Deputy) some time ago published 
an edition of Aristotle *, Ilep: Zwowv, moderate enovgh as I 
thought from a slight inspeé&tion. But in general the French 
Philosophers, who by their works prepared the, Revolution, 
are perpetually despising or ridiculing the Greck language. I 
only speak of their manzer of effecting their purpose. One of 
the acutest, most dangerous, and most insidious of them all, Mr. 

Ee3 D’ Alem- 
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* IT know not whether the French have been taught by the 
Citizen Commentator Camus to have recourse to the metaphy- 
sicks of Aristotle, when he declares that ‘* Equality is really Same- 
ness,”’ or as the Stagyrite himself expresses it, “H Isorns,‘ Evo~ 
a¢-t ‘Lhe French Commentators never vary in their sense. 
With his ** Magna Moralia,” they have nothing todo; but they 
seem marvelloufly to agree with him respecting the dignity and 
priority of the science and practice of (THEIR) Politicks, in every 


ty 
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state of Europe. “H [lodrrien HUPWTALTN UAL OpPYITEXTOVIKN. 
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"Divas yap sivas xpewy tay emornuwy ev rais Toso, nar moras 
exaores ravOaven, nar uexp. twos, “ATTH AIATASSEL! 
I am erieved to add the words which follow: “Opwpmev tras 
evtiymotatas twv Auvapswy “YIIO TAYTHN OYSAS If 
I cannot also help observing, that mutatis mutandis, the letter of 
a modern French General to any State resembles one from a 
Grecian Courtezan, in Alciphron’s collection. The fraternal and 
meretricious demand are not much unlike. Philumena savs to 
Crito, ‘* Why do you trouble yourself to write so often? I want 
“ Fifty (or fifty million) pisces or Gotv; I donot want letters: 
“* Uf yaw love me, GIVE ME MONEY! Farewell. (Health and Fra- 
‘¢ ternity!”) Lhe Greek is more emphatick : [leyryxoyre Kpucwy 
det, nor ypauuaroy sda. EI ME ®IAEIS AOS.” Alci- 
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phron. Lib, 1. Ep. qo. Edit. Bergleri 1 79% p. 61. (1798.) 
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And now a School revolts, and now a FLeer. 


Go, 


D’ Alembert, hasthese words, %* Ah, s1 vous saviex le Grec '—Ceux 
qui scavent, oz croient savoir, VUebreu, I’ 4rabe, le Syriaque, le 
Cophie ow le Copte (as it he cared how it was pronounced) le Persaa, 
ou le Chinois, pensent et parlent de méme, et par les memes raisons.’’§ 
We see, that the French Philosopher by confounding the Arabic, 
Coptick, Syriack, and Chinese with the Greeé, insinuates that there 
1s an equal use in them all, that is, to the generality of scholars 
and tothe world at large, little or no use at all. This does not 
merit any answer; but we see the nature of a French Philosopher's 
frroof, and the manner of his argumnt. In short, he either knows 
every thing, or there is no manner of use at all in any thing 
that he daes not know. 


T think from continued observation, | understand the nature 
of these men. Their literature, their politicks, their philoso- 
phy, all terminate in the same point. **@royex Mor,’ are-the 
words, whether they speak to an individual, orto the nations 


of the universe, 


Now, since the Revolution, from reasoning they have betaken 
themselves to single words. Deception still. Muirabeau said true, 
‘“¢ Words are things,’ I cannot help observing that the Athe- 
nians (whose government was popular, and consequently tyranni- 
cal, and manured with the blood of her own citizims) hada 
cuftom of softening the appellations of things, which naturally 
conveyed an idea of terror. This may be found in a most 
curious extract, preserved by the very learned Photius from'the 
Ath book of the Chrestomathia of Hettapius Besanrinous; 

the 


§ D’Alembert Melanges de Literature ‘et de Philosophie, 
Vol. 5. p. 526. | 
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Go, warnin solemn accents, bold. and. brief, 
The 
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the words are these. ‘** To yn OUGDN[AS ASYELY WAaoL Toss Ile- 
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AatOIs Deovris Hy, | 
&6 tors } O “Ae Ct : LS K yy ny 
Lwrnpiov, Ornnian exarsy, xa TOV ANWLIOY Ss O1VOV, TOS de Kpivyoas 
© cemyas beast wth.” Photii Bibliothec. Se&t. 279. ps 1593- 
Ed. 1653. In the same manner the French apply the terms 
Equality, Liberty,’ Fraternity, and similar words, for Tyranny, 
Desolation, Oppression, and Plunder. Thisis well understood. 
It would be presumption to enlarge on this subject to a kingdora 
so enlightened, so dignified, and I may add, sO PREPARED as 


Great Britain, 

We have every thing to lose, We have under our own form 
of government, comfort, protection, honour, security, and hap- 
piness. The price of preserving them is indeed great, very 
great; but the: price of anarchy, reform, and inextricable con- 


fusion, would be greater beyond all, calculation. We havea 


foe powerful, and perhaps unrelenting. But all States yield at 


last to circumstances; and policy. may grant what affection 


would refuse. The most ardent wish of my heart is A SECURE 


Pract, after a war for ever to be deplored, bloody, fatal, and 


expensive beyond all example; but which I always believed, 


A a ii 
and still believe, to have been INEVITABLE. We have sitiis 


« ae 7 
many and great resources ; hut the times never called with so 


. 5 . . 3 
loud and so commanding a voice for wisdom, discernment, ana 


integrity, for temperate, timely, and gradual concession with 


dignity and security, and for an ceconomy rigid and undeviating, 
onthe farts of our governors. The times ca 
systematick acquiescence under temporary pressure, alacrity»in 
defence, and vigilance, and loyalty, and STEADINESS, in all the 
subjects of this land. We have no need of the Roman Armilus» 
trium; our arms are. purified already, Our Soldiers are loyal 
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The slumb’ring Minister, or factious Chief ; 


Mourn 


and honourable, and without spot. They have been weighed 
in the balance, and found perfect. And I trust our naval flag will 
never again wave but in defiance ¢o our enemies. Wr ARE NOT 
LOST, IF WE CONTINUE FIRM. 


IT see the ancient marks of our country in every loyal couns 
tenance. I would give life to every one who thinks, and who 
loves our great kingdom and it’s constitution. In times of national 
distress Poets have sometimes found means to invigorate the 
publick mind, and to confirm it’s stability. I speak indeed of 
the days of old, ‘‘ the image of our antique world.” But now, 
when the Temple and the Citadel, the worship, and the strength, 
and the constitution of our forefathers are to be venerated and 
defended; it is happy that we can trace and find these powers, 
each in their order. We may be reminded of all that was 
depicted in the fabled palace, where the deities once assembled 
in full consistory : 


Signatamen, Divimque tori, et quem quisque sacrarat 
Accubitu genioque, locus monstrantur !f 
But I fable not. We have not the images, but the very things 
before us; and the words of poetry are set off by the superior 
force of truth. 


We must remember that all the leagues of French Faction 
and their leaders, in England or in any country, never relent. 
They know not the meaning of the term. There is as much 
mercy inthem, to use the phrase of Shakspeare, as there is milk 
in a male tiger. In all their combinations, their plots, their 
proscriptions, and their grand measures, allthey have done, or pro- 
poled 
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Mourn proudest empires prostrate in the dust, 


Tiaras, 


posed to do, is to lay their country in chains of servitude, bound 
at the feet of a French Directory. But Liberty is their,word, 
and the diffusion of general happiness. How is this to be effected? 
Cicero might start upin the Senate, and reply: ‘* Cum ferro, 
cum metu, cum privilegio, cum presentibus copiis perditorum, 


et minis, et nefario fadere, servitute oppressam Civitatem 


: edavocssasosesaasarsaRsange 


tenerent. Libertatis signum posuerunt magis ad ludibrium 
impudentiz, quam ad simulationem Religionis.”’ (a) 

All this is so. But if they are called upon to retract, 
or to declare the’ full purpose, or to render their rea- 
sons to the country, they. give us manifestos, and declarations 
from their clubs. They tell us of corruption, and reform, 
and all the sophisms of anarchy and _ revolution. So 
thundered the Orator of Athens against such men: * Ayr ce 
$* grroOBVAL, GOPITAATA EUPIOXBOL, Hat Tapaypahas, nat TpoPaceis, 
S* qrovnporatoa: avOpwmay x01 adiuwraro. (4) But Justice has her 
balance, and the sword is not borne in vain. ‘* 4t home, (I 
6¢ take the words of Sir John Finch in the qth of Charles I.) 
$6 at any rate AUTHORITY MUST BE VINDICATED FROM CON- 


‘S TEMPT; SINCE THE LIFE OF GOVERNMENT IS REPUTATION.” 
We should remember, that ** None are so bold as the factious in 
company, none so fearful apart.”” We may have good hope, 
for we have a goodcause. When perhaps the greatest statesman 

and 


(a) Cicero, Orat. pro iJomo sua ad Pontifices. Sect. 51. 


(b) Demosthenes. Orat. TIpos Aaxpirs rapaypxgny. Demosth. 
Ed. Gr. Benenati 1570. p. 546. Why will not our Statesmen 
study Demosthenes? Is he not allowed to be the very first 
folitical Orator ? Mr. Fox virtually understands his manner better 
‘than any man in England, He does not exert it for the same 


good end. (1797-) 
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nd the greatest orator that ever headed an Opposition, 
demands an audience of his Sovereign, I would willingly supose; 
t the peice of his heart zs not democratick : though I think. 
in. ceneral, are very dangerous at this time. I 
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ope, that we may be redeemed. 


It was the boast of the Roman Emperor Augustus, that. he 
y of brick, and left it of marble. I trust we shall 


found the city of 
not reverse this memorable saying. J trust that the publick credit 


this respect, when speaking 
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of the nation will revive, and that im 


f Mr. Pir, it will not be engraven with an iron pen, and in the 


rock of a for ever, 
reliquit.” I think I can discern the firm establishmentiof lawful 


° 
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“¢ Auveam invenit; ehartaceans 


constitutional power in the plunges of meditated convulsion ; 


and the return of day inthe moment of greatest obscuration. I 
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have loved my country from my earliest years, froma Convic 


Have 
a] a ‘ae a 4 x ¢ a | 
tion of the excellence e of the Constitution, and of that balanced 
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liberty it was Tort med to maintain. 1 am gfate the pro- 
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tection and the blessings it has afforded, 
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Tam again,(much against my iland I verysincerely apologize 
| for repeating the subject,) finally called upon to declare with 
solemnity,and with that truth which I have ever revered and pree 
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served, that this whole composition, verse and prese, is the work 


of ove hand, In this assertion I have no mental reservation. I 
f Dominick, or drank from the cup of 


mever wore tne weeds 0: 
shall leave the 


Loyola. If this declaration will not suffice, J 
their own clamours 


sable birds of detraction to the hoarseness of t] 


and to the worms on which they feed, ‘I shall soar upward to 


It is also frequently insinuated 


ld 
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the source and fountaia oj flight. 
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And last, asthrough the smould’ring flames you turn, 


Snatch 


and sometimes boldly asserted, to be written in conjunction witl 
many learned and eloquent friends in the groves and retreats of 
our beloved Academe It is true indeed, ‘* By the waters of 
Cam 1 have sat down and wept, when I remembered thee, O 
Sion! as for my harp, I have often hanged it up among the 
trees that are therein’? I wihed to * sing one of the songs 
of Sion.” But, as it seems, it is an honourable Comsyiracy, a 
Conspirecy to vindica e, to recommend and to uphold the cause 
of government, of Christian religion, of learning, and of good 
mann-rs. Would it were so! Such united talents might do 
their perfect work. I have only to lam ne the unworthiness of 
him who has presumed, without as-istance or co-operation, to 
undertake that ofice ALONE; 
66 To zztermit no Watch 
AGAINST THE WAKEFUL Fog, and wide abroad, 
Through all the ¢ asts of dark destruction, SEEK 


DELIVERANCE FOR.US ALL!” 


f indced I had either personal hope, or personal fear, ‘in the 
political or in the literary world, 1 thik it wil! te allowed that 
I should not have published this woik. He must reconcile 
contradictions who will dispute this assertion. Whom have [I 
courted? to whom have | bowed? Arbitrary power in any 
1 have walked in the school of Locke, 
But I have, in this 


shape is my abhorrence. 
and have passed through that of Sidney 
hour of maturest reflection, approved and held fast the tempered 


doctrines which uphold government, and prevent confusion. 


In the political matters of ris time, my suit and service is not 


gendered personally to Mr, Parr. -Upon me wk can have no c.aime 
My 
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END OF THE POEM. 
TE RE RELA! CS LE TS 


My serviceis to my Country, and my praise to the Minister of 


the Crown of Great Britain. My praise isto Him, who by deli- 


berate and undaunted firmness, with an unblenched dignity, by 


Sa) oe nay 


> powers in speech and argument, and by vigorous 
measures, real area that promptitade of decision which 
marked his great Father, has preserved and supported (long 
may he preserve and support them!) the principle and stability 
of ie English government and constitution. QYhe main voice 


co 


of England goes with me in this. Such I esteem Mr. Pirr: as 


such I honour him. Am J his enemy? 1 see his errors and his 


SOOO OOS HOHOOSSE Oe 


vices too, and I lay no flattering unction to them, Iam aliveto 
all his publick virtues, and I would correct their aberrations, 
for they are many. 

As to Mr. Fox; that he has not discerned the signs of these 


times, I will not assert; but s4at his tmprudence, his unbridled 


DIPOOOOSOODOOLCOH 


licence of language, and his plunging desperate doctrines in 


times like these, in and out of Parliament, have alienated the 
mind of his country from Him, that I will-maintain. If I were 
to give credence to a// his speeches, which I have either heard or 


sead, I must declare them to be Be doctrines of a manripe and 


QOODooDOoOnDDEK 


ie ready for any revolution. If he is honest in his opinion, I can 
neither think nor pronounce pee ee to his country. He 


should nct have ¢ws exhibited himself in the House, or on the 


COU2OOTHHOOHDOOSOoETO 


Hustings, . Non h ac ista Sibi tempus stectacula poscit! I pass over 


the primrose path of dalliance on St. Ann’s Hill; though I would 


fain cast a withering look on the nocturnal orgies of dicing 


depredation, and of patrician plunder before the walls of the 
palace, in the very face of a virtuous and insulted SoveREIGN. 
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I will separate the man from the leader of opposition. Iam 


1 eS i] Daeeee ‘ Pathe re a 
ready to bow, and I do bow, to his genius, to his political 


eloquence 
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eloquence without an equal, andto his knowledge various, deep, 
and extensive. His pleasantry, his social friendly disposition, 
and the good temper of his private conversation are acknowledged. 
But if he is ever to direct the councils of this kingdom, he must 
tread back almost aii his steps. If he turas to our government, 
be must be born again. 

With opinions bold and candid as these, I might obtain some 
respect and perhaps some attention from the publick; but I couid 
hardly please either Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox. If I sought personal 
fame; my motive is still more visionary. No man can account 
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for it. He who loved fame best, said of it, ‘* Just what you 


33 


hear, you have Yam wholly unknown. It is very proper 


that I should be so. Yet I would be understood even on this 
point. J have not the sacred fear of a coward, but the deliberate 
courage which is inspired by reflection, and the confidence 


which I am proud to repose in honourable friendship. Some 
literary enterprizes are indeed rather hazardous in their nature. 
Mine are of that number. Yet I love decorum, and I woald be 
guided by discretion; but it is not the form only of those virtues, 
refined through certain strainers, that I would preserve, it is 


the spirit. ! would have gentleness without timidity, and 
decision without presumption. But I must feel the pressing nature 


of the time, the burthens, the terrors, the perils, and the neces- 
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sity OF THE sTaTE. Whoever would do a publick service, 
must forget himself. His remuneration is from within. As to 
myself, however unavailing my actions, my sentiments, my 
abilities, or my services, they are UNKNOWN, UNBEOUGHT, 
UNSOLICITED, aud shall be UNALTERED. In spirit, in principle, 
and in affection, my words and my thoughts are these; 


Nona ante revellar, 


Exanimem guain ke complectar R OMA, fuumque 


L 


Nomen, LizeRT as, et inanem frosequar umbram ! (1797.) 
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PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 
TO WHICH IFS PREFIXED, 
APREPATORY EPIS TEE: 


INTENDED AS A 


General Vindication of the Pursuits of Literature, from 
various Remarks which have been made upon that Work. 
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Transmitted from the Emperor, and presented to his Britannick 
Majesty by His Excellency the Right Hon. George Earl 
Macartney, of the Kingdom of Ireland, K. B. Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Emperor of China, 
inthe Years 1792, 1793, and 1794, 

Tuanslated into English Verse from the original Chinefe Poetry, 
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By the Auruor of the Pursuits of LiTERATURE. 


With Notes by various Perfons of Eminence and Dinstinction, 
and by the Transtator. 
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